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CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE—DECEMBER 2013
Greetings from LOCA and our best wishes
for a great Christmas and New Year.
Firstly our condolences go out to the family
who lost two of their loved ones on Lake
Tarawera last weekend. It is a timely reminder to us all that whilst the Rotorua
Lakes are a playground for everybody there
is always the possibility of accidents on the
roads and lakes. The boat launch areas on
all the lakes have excellent signage so please familarise yourself with boating
information, at busy times volunteer lake wardens are normally available to assist with weather information etc.
We can also report that a Telco consortium (Vodafone, Telecom, Chorus & 2
degrees) is actively investigating locating a Cell Phone Tower in the catchment
to cover Tarawera, Okareka and the Blue Lake. Apart from the obvious benefits mobile coverage will bring to residents, tourists and the business community, saving lives is a compelling reason for us all to support this project.
We have now completed our first full year managing the DOC Okareka Camp
Ground off Millar Road and it is pleasing to report the financial return we receive from DOC has exceeded expectations and will be used in part to fund the
walkway from Boyes beach to the DOC camp ground. The roster of volunteers
managing the maintenance, cleaning, guest details and money collection etc is
very efficiently organized by Sandra Goodwin to whom we owe a special thank
you for the time and effort that goes into this camp.
The Regional Council is continuing to evaluate the options to upgrade the Outlet Structure thru to Lake Tarawera and details are as follows:

A closed circuit TV investigation of the outlet pipeline showed severe deterioration of surfaces and joints affecting hydraulic performance and the
pipeline estimate of its remaining life is less than 5 years

The pipe from the outlet to the control valve is scheduled for replacement
in the 2014 financial year and staff are currently finalising cost estimates,
detailed design and the consents required

Other control measures such as a weir are a possibility as is electronic replacement of the manual control valve.
We hope to have an update of progress for the LOCA AGM.
A major project for LOCA in recent years has been to improve the Reserve
Area at the boat launch jetty area to ensure the possibility of accidents to
swimmers and boats is minimized. To this end we conducted a survey of
views of residents and users of the area (dog owners, picnickers, swimmers,
parents of young children, fishermen, boats of all shapes and sizes, Duck Tours
and of course the Harbour Master and Council/DOC/Te Arawa/Fish and Game
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staff etc.
A detailed submission from LOCA has recently been made to the District
Council and followed up with it also going to last week’s Rotorua Lakes Community Board meeting.
The multi use of the area and need to keep it aesthetically appealing has been a
challenge and progress has been slower than hoped. However we continue to
welcome feedback from the community and your support.
With the cooperation of
the weather we have had
another successful Carols
and Father Christmas
Picnic as part of the Preschool nativity play. Our
thanks go out to the Sallies
band, Fire Force, Father
Christmas
(thanks
George), Robin Trewin
and all the other volunteers who contributed towards a very pleasant evening.
Cathy Lines and Werner
Schefer have very kindly
donated and had installed
a Sky Aerial to the community hall which will
give users of the hall another facility for entertainment, presentations etc. If
anyone has a large screen/freeview box surplus to requirements we can now offer a good home for them!!.
We look forward to 2014 with Rotorua having a new Mayor and CEO and already consulting with residents on a long term vision for the District. Affordable rates, new property valuations and changes to the District Plan will all be
watched with interest.
LOCA has had a busy year and I have been fortunate in having a very supportive committee for which I am very grateful. Thank you team and in particular
Sandra our very competent and tireless Secretary. Also thank you to the many
residents and supporters who volunteer their services to help make Okareka a
special place to live and holiday.
Geoff Palmer Chair

Massage Therapist

Hi I’m Margo and am now very pleased to offer my massage service locally. I
have over 12 years of Massage experience which reflects in the way I work , I
like to focus on the individual needs of each client. May it be to ease tension
and relax the muscles , treat recurring aches and pains or help prevent injuries.
I'm also a Reiki level Three therapist offering Chakra balancing and energy
healing.
RELAXATION
A traditional Swedish massage using flowing strokes to release muscular
tension, enhancing total relaxation throughout the body.
REMEDIAL/ THERAPEUTIC or DEEP TISSUE
A massage for the active athlete or individual wanting a more invigorating
treatment, which focusses on specific tension areas at a deeper level
breaking up adhesion and diminishing tension throughout the body.
HOT STONE THERAPY
Experience heat , while warm river stones are massaged onto the body, this will
assist with the restoration of muscles, while still providing an overall relaxing
and healing experience.
REIKI
Working with Universal Energies giving a sense of peace and relaxation.
Focusing on the Chakra's the energy centres of the body to rebalance. Also
releasing old or stuck energy that doesn't serve us any longer.

Massage
30min $35
60min $60
90min $80
Hot Stone Massage
60min $70
90min $90
By appointment week nights from 6pm and weekends
Contact:
Margo van Hoof MINZ
7 Summit Road Okareka

Phone: 07 3628096
Mobile: 027 6404 726
email: margovanhoof@xtra.co.nz

On Saturday 17th May 2014, Lake Okareka fire-fighters Kierin Oppatt, Blair Gilbert
and Phil Rennie will be racing up the 1,103 stairs of Auckland’s Sky Tower in full
firefighting kit weighing 25kgs. It will be the first year that Lake Okareka fire-fighters
will be entered in the Firefighter Sky Tower Stair Challenge which has been running
for the past 10 years. To raise vital funds and awareness for Leukaemia & Blood
Cancer New Zealand (LBC).
In 2013, the event raised over $480,000.00 through 550 fire-fighters from across
New Zealand. Lake Okareka Fire Force was fortunate enough to be able to register 3
of our fire-fighters before registration of 700 fire-fighters became full within 20
minutes of opening on the 3rd December. Therefore, we would like to make the best
opportunity of this privilege to be able to participate and would greatly appreciate
your support so please sponsor us.
Every cent that’s raised through the Firefighter Sky Tower Stair Challenge goes directly towards helping the 10,000 New Zealanders living with a blood cancer or related condition and the 6 diagnosed each day.
LBC is the national charity dedicated to supporting patients and their families, this
support that can last months or even years.
It’s simple, fast and totally secure. Just click the ‘sponsor’ button to your left, whip
out your credit card, and LBC will email you a receipt directly. Your donation is a
simple, positive and lasting way to help support patients and their families.
Thank you for your amazing support!
http://my.leukaemia.net.nz/okarekaruralfire
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Here we are at the end of yet another year facing what is forecast to be another dry,
hot summer period.
Having witnessed a rather volatile bush fire earlier this year on Great Barrier Island
due to last summer’s extreme conditions, I strongly advise residents to be vigilant in
reporting any signs of fire or smoke via the 111 emergency system, no matter how
small it may seem at the time. Early notification is paramount, even if it turns out to
be a false alarm.
We were blessed on 5th November with a downpour of rain. However at approximately 1.15am on the following Monday morning we were turned out to a scrub fire
on the side of Tarawera and Okareka Loop Roads as a result of misuse of fireworks,
with the crews returning to the station at 4.30am. Whilst fireworks are fine in the
hands of responsible people, perhaps IQ testing at the time of purchase may prevent
them from getting into the hands of total idiots. The fire in question saw the fireworks not only lit in the middle of an intersection next to a commercial forest and
farm scrub, but they were also set-off in extremely high wind. It was reassuring that
we had full crews attending this incident given the time of night and the conditions.
We have also attended several sulphur fires in and around Sulphur Point in town.
These must be one of the most picturesque fires I’ve ever attended as the flame is
vivid blue in colour (very beautiful when viewed at night – almost a shame to put it
out!). However, not only is there the usual danger associated with fighting any fire
but the fumes from these sulphur fires are also very toxic.
As I was away playing chauffeur for the Taylor Swift concert in Auckland, I would
like to say a big thank you to those members of the Fire Force who undertook the annual pilgrimage to the Lake Okareka Hall with our jolly friend, Santa. I hear Santa
had a PA (aka the elf) this year!
As you are all well aware, please adhere to the fire restrictions this coming summer,
especially if we enter a total fire ban which is highly likely.
On behalf of the Lake Okareka Fire Force, I would like to wish everyone a safe and
happy festive season.
For anyone wanting to contact the Fire Force, please phone me on 362 8874 or go to
our website: www.okarekaruralfire.com.
Phil Muldoon
Chief Fire Officer
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LAKE TARAWERA PLAYCENTRE
Lake Tarawera Playcentre is situated at 10 Alexander Road and
during term time we have sessions on Monday and Thursday
9.30am – 12.00pm. If you want to find out more about our parent
run early childhood education service – for children from birth to
age six please read on.
Congratulations to Lamees, Fred and big sisters Coco and Nastassja on the safe arrival of baby girl Anjoescha. Looking forward to welcome you back at playcentre.
We had another successful AGM and filled all of our required positions. We all
shared our highlights of the year with a delicious dinner at Zanellis.
Welcome to Cara and Ryker who have enrolled this term. This term we have had an
influx of visitors from around the lakes and Lynmore area, with children a few weeks
old to 2 years old.
A big thank you to all of our families who came to help during our working bee. This
time the focus was around the outside area, cutting down the green growth. The centre looks nice and tidy now.
This term our children are enjoying playing with
the water slide being a big hit amongst all of our
young children. Collage and painting have also
been favourites this term. Our children enjoyed a
trip on the Lakeland Queen. Thanks to Vanessa
for organising and to Ian, the captain, for welcoming us.
Our Christmas party is on the 15th of December
from 10:00 to 12:00. We will be joined by special guest Santa. Bring a plate to share
and a small gift for your children to go into Santa’s sack. Everyone is welcome.
Lake Tarawera Playcentre’s last session of the year will be on Thursday 19th of December. Please feel very welcome to come and visit, we would love to have you and
share in the learning of our children and our wonderful centre.
Feel free to contact us by email tarawera.playcentre@gmail.com or phone us at 3628
748 or at 3628 055 during session times.
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Ray White Rotorua would like to
introduce and warmly welcome their
newest member

Norman Donald

Norman Donald is very happy
to announce that he is joining
the successful sales team
at Ray White. This move will
offer both Norman and his
clients high profile exposure
through the international

Norman Donald areinz
Licensee Salesperson
Lakes & Rural Specialist
norman.donald@raywhite.com
home 07 362 8056
mob
027 495 0189

Ray White network. Norman
looks forward to working
with you to maximise your
returns when you are looking
at selling your property. His
knowledge of his specialist
areas of the lakes and rural
sectors is legendary!

Norman will continue to operate his holiday rental business under
the name 2LAKES HOLIDAY RENTALS.
Licensed Agent REAA 2008
AMTOS Realty Services Limited

A Touch of Elegance

Waxing / Acrylic Nail Enhancements / Shellac Gel Polish / Lash and Brow Tinting and Shaping

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
Available until 31st December 2013

Special 1:
Full set Acrylic Nail Enhancements ONLY $50
Special 2:
Shellac Gel Manicure Or Shellac Gel Pedicure ONLY $35
Special 3:
Mini Manicure or Mini Pedicure ONLY $20
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
Phone Vana on 07 3628 007 or email
atouchofelegance01@gmail.com
13 Summit Road
Lake Okareka
Rotorua
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NEW YEAR’S DAY YACHT RACE
Anyone with a yacht?
Keep the first day of 2014 free for the annual
New Year’s Yacht race.
Starts at BOYES BEACH around 2pm and sails around
Lake Okareka.
It’s a good idea to get to Boyes Beach by 1pm.
Entries on the day. ALL WELCOME
Come out for a fun day on the water!!

CHANGE TO THE NEWSLETTER
For all contributors to the newsletter please note that future issues will be
printed in full colour. Please provide your adverts/articles to me in colour. If
you would like them to remain in black and white that is fine too. The cost of
advertising will remain the same (quarter page $25, half page $40, full page
$70) for the March 2014 for colour or black and white. There may be a price
change for issues after March 2014.
Maria Haines
Em: mariaanddean@xtra.co.nz
Ph: 3628 960

Subject: Lake Okareka Newsletter

Morning Sherry
I will drop in this morning with a couple of changes.
The
logos don’t seem to have printed very well – would it
The
Newsletter
12be because its low resolution – anyway I will catch up with
you this morning.
Don’t worry about replying to this as I’ll be at work (this is my home email).
Thanks
TIKITAPU
SCENIC RESERVE PEST CONTROL PROGRAMME
Maria..

Spring has been a busy time in the reserve. The
bait stations were filled with Pindone baits targeting rats and possums in mid September. All bait
was taken by early November when the stations
were refilled with Pindone and non toxic prefeed
strikers nailed to trees at approximately 50m intervals along the bait lines. These strikers obviously caused a lot of interest and were removed,
nibbled, munched and generally investigated.1 Two weeks later the remnants of the
prefeed strikers were replaced with Feratox® (cyanide) strikers with the objective of
cleaning up any remaining possums. We hope to also reduce the wallaby numbers
with the strikers.
Any remaining strikers and Pindone will be removed in Mid December but caution is
still required until any dead bodies have decomposed and the caution period of 4
months is over. At that stage the signs will be removed.
The final working bees were there on Sunday December 8th and Monday December
9th to clear all stations and remove remaining strikers.
Annual bird counts have been completed and results will be compiled. Rodent and
marsupial monitoring was done in September prior to any baiting, repeated before
the Pindone top up and will be done again after all bait is removed.
Our thanks to Doc and BoPRC for their support and guidance during the year. To the
volunteers who have been involved during the year – our sincere thanks. There
would be no project without you.
For further details about the project and how you may help, please contact Frances
and James Blakely ph 362 8480.

Waiariki students doing some rat tracking for their project with Forest & Bird

13

The Newsletter

Extract from the FACT SHEET
Important information
The pesticides used are effective and safe when properly handled. The use of bait stations allows for the pesticide to be made available to target pest species while at the
same time restricting accessibility to native and non-target species. However there is
a risk of poisoning to humans and non-target animals such as dogs if the bait is handled carelessly or eaten. Poisoning can occur through eating baits or poisoned animals.
The risk to dogs from pesticide in carcasses will remain until the carcasses have decomposed, which can be up to or more than six months.
These risks can be eliminated by following these simple rules:
DO NOT handle any bait
DO NOT allow CHILDREN to wander unsupervised in the treatment area
DO NOT bring DOGS into this area
DO NOT take ANIMALS for eating
The presence of Warning signs indicates that pesticide residues may still be present in
baits or animals. The removal of signs will tell you that you can resume normal activities in the area. If in doubt, check with DOC.
What do I do if I suspect poisoning?
Always contact your:
Local doctor, or
Local hospital or
National Poisons Centre 0800 764 766

The Newsletter
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LAKE OKAREKA 2014 SUMMER TROUT
FISHING TOURNAMENT
To be held on Lake Okareka from 5:00am – 3:00pm
Saturday 22nd FEBRUARY 2014
Prize Categories:

Heaviest
Heaviest
Heaviest
Heaviest

Registration:

Lake Okareka Lakefront Friday 21st February 5-7 pm

Entry Fee:

Adult $15.00 Junior $10.00

Weigh In Time:

Saturday at Lake Front 3 – 4 pm
Prize giving to follow with BBQ & Refreshments
Lolly scramble and spot prizes at the prize giving

Trout
Trout
Trout
Trout

–
–
–
–

Adult Male
Adult Female
Junior Male
Junior Female

Any prize donations would be gratefully accepted and given out as spot prizes after the main
prize giving. Good luck to everyone!!

Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner
Ph 348 8818
www.Capers.co.nz
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LAKE OKAREKA PRESCHOOL—DECEMBER 2013
Welcome to our new children and their families who have joined us this term.
Some of our children will be graduating at the end of this term. We have a farewell end mat time for each child where we celebrate their learning and readiness for the school years and beyond. This term we farewell Hugo Lawson,
Louis Holland, Alon Rachmani, Isabella Kilmister and Liam Bartle. Special
thanks to these families who have supported Preschool over several years.
Learning at Preschool this month
We are very fortunate to have Karina teach the children Spanish on Wednesdays. They have learnt greetings, colours and much more. Some of the experiences at Preschool have been baking our Christmas cake and chocolate cake for
the Nativity evening. The children also enjoyed baking chocolate chip cookies,
and chicken rice for the shared lunch held on Friday 15th November. We were
delighted by our special visitors Sandra Goodwin, Geoff Palmer and Heather
Horton. This was a special day for learning how we can cook with our own
home grown vegetables and the importance of food to welcome guests.
We promote children’s learning of caring for the
environment by gardening, composting, and recycling. The children have practised and performed
their Nativity play and are true stars, thank you to
the teachers. Thank you to Leslie for being our
Narrator and sharing the Christmas story.
Education Review Office
We had our review on Monday 2nd December
which involved our families, teachers and Board to review how well we deliver
early childhood education. The report will be online in March 2014.
Recycling cardboard and paper
We really appreciate the support from the community to recycle as this not only
reduces our carbon footprint, it also helps funds for Preschool.
Special thanks to Sandra Goodwin, for the fabulous support of
baking and icing the Fruit Christmas cake. The children have enjoyed Sandra’s visits. Also to
Mike Goodwin (Santa) for the 16th
December, thanks again Santa
Mike.

school right here in your community.
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Important Dates
We close onEnrolments
Friday 20th December - Term one starts Monday 3rd Febr
We do have limited
spacesplease
for the new
so to avoid
disappointment
please after h
2014. For Preschool
enquires
callyearDebbie
now
on 362 8606
call Preschool. Please let any families with Preschool children know about Pre345 9136. You
can
queries to Preschool over the holiday period.
school
rightemail
here in any
your community.
Email: office@lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz
Important Dates
Website: www.lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz
We close on Friday 20th December - Term one starts Monday 3rd February
2014. For Preschool
enquires
please Preschool
call Debbie now on 362 8606 after hours
Like us on facebook
☺ Lake
Okareka

345 9136. You can email any queries to Preschool over the holiday period.
Email: office@lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz
On behalf ofWebsite:
the teachers
and the Board of Lake Okareka Preschool
www.lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz
Like
us
on
facebook
☺
Okareka Preschool
you all a very happy and safeLake
Christmas
On behalf of the teachers and the Board of Lake Okareka Preschool we wish

a very happy and safe Christmas
Ngā mihi mōyouteallKirihimete—Wishing
you a very Happy Christmas!!
Ngā mihi mō te Kirihimete—Wishing you a very Happy Christmas!!

we
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LANDCARE OKAREKA—DECEMBER 2013

The past three months have been very busy for
Landcare Okareka volunteers. In September,
planting was carried out at an area of Tikitapu
Scenic Reserve near the entrance to the Nature
Walk. Some planting was also done beside the
Mistletoe track. This working bee was a combined one for volunteers from
Landcare Okareka, Rotorua branch of Forest & Bird and Rotorua Botanical Society. Forest and Bird purchasd some five finger plants for the area near the
Mistletoe Track. These are host plants for the native mistletoe.
In October, Landcare Okareka volunteers carried out a pruning working bee
around Lake Okareka settlement. We tidied up the area around the school bus
stops, especially the one near Benn Road. We also tidied up the plantings at the
Lake Okareka Walkway entrance along to Longfords farm entrance. We also
did some pruning back of plants and trees along footpaths around the village.
Thanks to Mark Paget at Rotorua District Council for providing a mulcher to
deal with the prunings. All of the mulch was spread on the plantings beside the
sewerage pump station.
Landcare Okareka Volunteers mulching the prunings:
From left: Nigel Kelso, Flick Entwistle, Steffen Lotzmann, Brian Law (feeding the mulcher),
Ann Sherman, Lou Sherman

The last working bee for the year in November was held at the Department of
Conservation camp and beach area along Millar Road, where once again pruning and generally tidying up was the objective. Our thanks to Tony Horton for
allowing us to temporarily leave the prunings on his land until we can organise
the mulcher for these prunings as well.
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We would like to acknowledge and thank the Lake Okareka children and their
parents who undertook a litter collection around Lake Okareka in November –
well done!
Many of you who use the Lake Okareka Walkway will be aware that large
stock piles of gravel have been made recently for on going future track maintenance. Our thanks to Clark McCarthy from RDC for organising this to happen.
Thanks also to the Playne family and the farm manager for assisting with this.
I would like to wish everyone a happy and safe Christmas and New Year.
Please make the most of our beautiful surroundings over the summer.
There will be more Working Bees in 2014, around Lake Okareka....so if you
would like to help, watch out for the sign boards and come along. You will be
most welcome.
Sandra Goodwin 362 8865
Landcare Okareka - Winner of Bay of Plenty region
Weedbusters Award 2012-2013

The Newsletter
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EXCLuSIVE
ESCORTED TOURS
Next year I am pleased to announce two very exciting
escorted tours that are exclusive to House of Travel
Rotorua.

Pam Turner is leading a trip to China in May, taking in
Beijing, Shanghai, Xian, Guilin and cruising on the Yangtze River. So if you
have ever wanted to walk on the Great Wall of China or see the Terra Cotta
Warriors up close, stand in the middle of Tiananmen Square, or enjoy the
beautiful scenery around Guilin then this is an ideal opportunity. Fully
escorted from New Zealand and staying in excellent accommodation with
most meals included. Tour dates are 7 to 27 May 2014.
Cruising in the Mediterranean has always been popular and Ken Muller would
love for you to join his 22 day escorted trip to Europe, with stopovers in both
Singapore and Dubai and then a couple of days relaxing in Barcelona before
boarding the brand new cruise ship, “Regal Princess” for a 12 night cruise
around the Med. Visiting Spain, Italy, Greece and Turkey, this is an ideal way
to have a relaxing but exciting holiday. Tour dates are 6 to 27 Sept 2014.
Pam and Ken are both Directors at House of Travel Rotorua and their
knowledge and expertise will ensure you have a fabulous holiday.
Wishing you and your families a safe and happy holiday season,
Donna Soler – House of Travel.

Rotorua

Cnr Fenton & Eruera Streets

P: 07 348 4152

E: donnas@hot.co.nz

21

The Newsletter

Lake Okareka Community Assn
Annual General Meeting (AGM)
is to be held on

Wednesday 22nd January 2014 from 7.30 pm
at the Lake Okareka Community Hall

All property owners and people living at Lake Okareka
are welcome to attend
Nominations for LOCA Committee
If you are interested in joining the LOCA Committee, can you please complete the nomination form that is with this newsletter and forward to the
LOCA Secretary before the AGM.
If you have a matter that you would like discussed at the LOCA AGM, please
feel welcome to come along and raise it at the AGM. Alternatively, if you
are unable to attend the meeting, please contact the Chairman Geoff Palmer
on 362 8379 or any of the Committee members – names and contact details
are inside front cover of “The Newsletter” and pass on the matter(s) you
would like raised.

LOCA SUBSCRIPTION 2014




Do you enjoy reading this quarterly newsletter?
Aren’t you pleased that someone represents you to the Council?
Aren’t the community events great fun?
These are carried out either by, or with the help,
of the Lake Okareka Community Association (LOCA),
but this work is not possible without your support.
Your chance to have a say, get involved
and keep informed is here now.
Simply fill in the slip with the newsletter,
pop it and $20 in an envelope and either post or deliver it to:
LOCA , c/- 23 Millar Road, Lake Okareka.

The Newsletter
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INSERT VETRO ROTORUA
ADVERT 2 (FULL PAGE)
MEDITERRANEAN FOODS
1131 Amohau Street, Rotorua
Ph: 07 346 0081
Email: jen@vetrorotorua.co.nz
www.vetro.co.nz
Open 6 days &
7 days over the
summer

VetroRotorua

ALL THOSE HARD TO FIND INGREDIENTS
AT EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
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LAKE OKAREKA TENNIS CLUB
Subscriptions 2013/2014 year
New members are very welcome. The current subs remain as $100 for the whole
family until October next year. The committee believes this is exceptional value
for a family membership. Payment is requested into the account of the Club at
Westpac Bank account number 03 – 1552 – 0130369 – 00. It is essential you email confirmation of the deposit to avoid any unidentified deposits. It is also
necessary for you to include in your e-mail current contact details including mail,
telephone and e-mail details. A key will be sent to you.
Spring coaching for children:
The spring coaching of eight sessions for children culminates 13 December. It has been very successful
with over 60 children participating. The autumn session starts when school goes back early next year and
the cost will likely remain the same.
AGM
The AGM was held in October and a new committee elected.
Weekly Tennis
Weekly adult tennis is held from 5.30 each Wednesday through the summer.
Contacts for the Tennis Club: John 362 8282, Hongli 362 8106,
Gert 362 8835 or johnbattersby@xtra.co.nz

The Newsletter
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NATIVE LONG TAIL BATS FOUND AT LAKE OKAREKA
Volunteers from Landcare Okareka and Rotorua branch of Forest and Bird are
working together to search for the presence of native bats in the Lake Okareka
catchment area. No work has been done by Department of Conservation actually looking for bats in this area. The results of the on-going animal pest control programme in the Lake Tikitapu Scenic Reserve are showing a great improvement in the biodiversity there, borne out by the improving monitoring
counts of birds and vegetation, especially mistletoe. One biodiversity element
for the Lake Okareka catchment that has been spoken about has been native
bats – long tailed and short tailed. So both organisations are involved in a project this summer to see if bats can be located here at Lake Okareka.
Native bats or pekapeka are one of the few native land mammals of New Zealand, apart from seals and sea lions. Pekapeka are only found in New Zealand,
from where they have been isolated from other species of bats for millennia.
There are two main kinds (genera) – the long tailed bat Chalinolobus and the
lesser short tailed bat Mystacina. Both kinds are endangered.
Long-tailed bats emerge at dusk, when
they could be mistaken for late-flying fantails or swallows.
Short-tailed bats
emerge only when it is properly dark, so
they are rarely seen. Pekapeka navigate
and catch insects at night by boucing high
-frequency sounds off their surroundings.
This activity called “echolocation” gives
the bats a detailed picture of their environment using sound waves rather than
light.
Because of the difficulty of seeing these tiny flying animals (the size of small
mice) at night, scientists have developed “automatic bat detectors”. These are
small devices that pick up and record the high-frequency “echolocation calls”
that the bats emit in flight. Using these “bat detectors” researchers have discovered that although pekapeka are widespread, their range has declined and
they are numerous in only a few places.
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Funding for the data cards and batteries for the bat recording devices is being
provided to Landcare Okareka under their Biodiversity Management Plan with
the Bay of Plenty Regional Council.
Pekapeka are highly mobile, with flights of 10 to 25 kms common. An individual bat will often fly over 50 km in a night and cruise to a favourite feeding site
at over 60 km per hour. Because they feed over such a wide area, pekapeka
need about 150 sq km of forest to sustain a colony. Just because we may not
find the presence of bats at a certain location this week, does not mean to say
they won't be there at a future date.
Both species depend for shelter on the oldest and largest trees in cool temperate
rain forests, forming colonies in well-insulated tree-cavities to protect them
from the elements. During the summer breeding season long-tailed bats change
trees almost daily, females carrying their single young with them.
Long-tailed bats stick strictly to a diet of flying insects; mainly moths, midges,
mosquitos and beetles. They use a membrane along the full length of their tails
to scoop up insects on the wing.
And we are pleased to report that long-tailed bats have been found at a few
sites around the Lake Okareka catchment. Results of this survey which will
continue over summer, will be passed on to Department of Conservation for a
nation-wide bat monitoring dataset.
Thanks to the Department of Conservation
publication about pekapeka bats for the information for this article.
Mike and Sandra Goodwin

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO DOT PICKERNELL WHO
TURNS 90 ON 19TH DECEMBER.

CONGRATULATIONS DOT!!

USTOMER:
EP ID:
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TACTS LTD
R54

PROOF TIME
LAST RUN:
SIZE:

7/03/2013 10:36:11 a.m.
03/11/13
9X4

Call and see Sean
and the team at
TELFER MARINE
for all of your boating
requirements:
☼ Boat servicing and maintenance
☼ Large range of chandlery
☼ New and used boat sales
236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand. Phone: (07) 345 9854
Fax: (07) 345 9857
Email: sean@telfermarine.co.nz

TAX MADE SIMPLE

Insert the advert from Chris Tyler (half
page)
FREE no obligation consultation to see how
we can help your business grow.

Continued support and free one hour consultations every
month once you have joined.
WE OFFER support, advice and assistance relevant to your
accounting + taxation needs.
•Small to medium businesses • Self Employed
• Investment properties

www.tacts.co.nz
ph:073628902 | e:chris@tacts.co.nz
fax:073628903 | m:0272102035
Friendly • Focused • Flexible

supporting your business to grow

9121563AA
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AN UPDATE ON THE HORNWORT LAKE WEED AT LAKE OKAREKA
Surveying by NIWA has begun in Lake Ōkāreka as part of the investigation into the
feasibility of eradicating the aquatic pest plant, hornwort (Cerataphyllum demersum). A trial area has been set out and marked with marker buoys by the NIWA
dive team and is situated in the bay to the east of Acacia Road. Please ensure if you
take a boat or kayak around this area, that you stay well clear of the marker buoys
to avoid dislodging them. The trials being completed include looking at plant biomass during the cooler, dormant periods compared to the warmer, more active periods for growth.
The surveying completed so far has revealed promising results in relation to the
previous spray effort which was completed earlier this year. Typically, during this
time of the year, hornwort resides in a dormant state making it difficult to detect.
This is consistent with the dive surveying as, to date, no hornwort has been detected
by the NIWA divers. Surveying in summer, a more active period for plant growth,
will show a clearer indication with how hornwort has reacted to the spray effort.
Another aquatic pest plant, Lagarosiphon major, has reacted well to the spray effort
with signs of deterioration consistent within all sprayed areas. The deterioration
creates open pockets amongst the weed beds allowing for native aquatic plant species to recover and fill the spaces.
If you would like further information regarding the NIWA survey work please contact Stephanie Bathgate at Bay of Plenty Regional Council on 0800 881 884.

INSERT LAKE OKAREKA’S RATEPAYERSTHINKING
NEWSLETTER
(HALF PAGE)
OFPDF
SELLING?
If you are considering selling, call me and I will discuss with you the best method of
marketing your property to take advantage of current market conditions.
I am committed to maximising the value of my clients’ real estate assets.
For totally professional service, call me any time.

Jenny Donne
Mobile 027 385 0566 or Business 07 349 5356
jenny.donne@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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INSERT 1LOCCA AD
DEC13 PDF (FULL
PAGE)

Rel a x A t T h e L a ke
This Summer

M a s s a g e i s s t i l l p o p u l a r t o r e l i eve
a c h e s & p a i n s c a u s e d b y h o l i d ay
a c t i v i t i e s a t t h e l a ke . Bu t yo u r
c h o i c es a t C are em a re mu c h w i de r!
C h e ck ou t th e se o th er g rea t w ays t o
u n w in d an d re fre sh yo u r se l f fo r 2 0 1 4 :

Summer Skin Needs Nurturing
Over winter Carol and Mike toured Provence, France. Carol took every
opportunity to pursue her passion for aromatherapy by visiting lavender farms and
local markets.
Now with summer sun and fresh growth in the herb garden, Carol has been
busy distilling her own plants for a new level of natural skincare. Come and try
these new, light and nourishing creams when you book for a massage or facial.
.And try a complimentary cool drink with a dash of distilled herbal water—its tasty,
refreshing and good for you!

Carol’s Hint: This summer, feel more confident and relaxed in your skin.
A style makeover gives confidence about dressing for your shape. With a
mineral makeup lesson I’ll show you how to hide your age . Bliss out with
my anti-aging facial and you will look & feel just like a princess. So put
this make over on your Santa list and tell him it is time to !give me a call!
Services: massage, facials, locals packages, spa packages, mineral makeup,
natural skincare, beauty services, waxing, pedicures, half day & full day retreats.
Careem Wellness Spa
Open from 28th December
Closed New Years Day

89 Acacia Rd, Lake Okareka
RD5, Rotorua, 3076, NZ.

Call Carol
TODAY
for a more relaxed 2014

On-line diary at:
www.careem.co.nz
e-mail:
careemspa@gmail.com

Carol Bannister

07 362 8878
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TRAPPING IN ESPLANADE STRIP IN LAKE OKAREKA
A small group of local volunteers from Landcare Okareka and the dab chick
monitoring group who are interested in protecting wetland birds, especially
dab chicks, have been involved with a trapping project under Department of
Conservation approval since mid September. The current area being trapped
is the esplanade strip around Acacia bay area at Lake Okareka. The locations
of all of the trap locations have been GPS'd. Traps are being checked at regular intervals, and the catches recorded. To date, we have caught 20 rats and
five hedgehogs. DOC believes that at Lake Tarawera there does seem to be a
correlation between the increase in dab chick numbers and the ongoing rodent
control there.
The traps being used are DOC 250 humane kill traps, which are secured into
wooden boxes and these comply will all DOC protocols. Landcare Okareka
holds the DOC permit, on behalf of this group. The traps were provided to the
group by DOC, having been surplus to their requirements from Mokoia Island.
The traps are designed to catch rats and mustelids (stoats, ferrets or weasles),
which predate on local fauna – wetland birds, lizards, insects and frogs.
The group hopes to expand the operation to other riparian areas around Lake
Okareka. More traps and boxes will be donated to the group or funded by
Lake Okareka Community Assn through proceeds from the DOC camp on
Millar Road.
The next count of dab chicks will take place in February and will coincide
with a five yearly survey of all lakes by DOC and the Ornithological Society.
If you are interested to help with this trapping project please contact Mike
Vincent 3628 376 or Mike Goodwin 3628 865.
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Insert Thompson LMC pdf
Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1996) Ltd
Corner Old Taupo & Sunset Roads | PO Box 1337 Rotorua

P : 07 348 4441| F : 07 349 2944
•Chainsaws
Sales
& Service of Outdoor Power Equipment
•Lawnmowers
Rotorua Agents for Husqvarna Outdoor Power Equipment, including
•Reel Mowers
Chainsaws, Trimmers, Ride On Mowers, and more
•Ride-On Mowers
Also stock and service Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda Power
•Line Trimmers
products, Briggs & Stratton and Robin Engines
•Scrub Cutters
•Forestry Pruning Equipment
•Rotary Hoes
•Generators
•Blower / Vacs
•Water Blasters & Pumps
•Splitters & Chippers

We service, sharpen and repair all makes and models

Thompson Trimming
Phone 348 4441

Upholstery | Repairs | Furniture Recovering | Boat Canopies
Squabs | Hull Linings | Forestry Clothing, chaps, pouches, etc.

Insert Thompson Marine pdf
Ltd

ALuMInIuM BoAtS

Rotorua’s Specialist Mercury Dealer
Sales & Service
All makes & models of
outboard motors
Mercruiser stern drives

Marine Accessories
Including Life Jackets &
Ski Vests
Skis
Marine Electronics, etc

We are looking to buy or sell on behalf - good second hand boats.

outBoArdS

StErn drIVES & InBoArdS

Guaranteed workmanship from fully qualified marine technicians

31 Fairy Springs Road | PO Box 1337 Rotorua
P : 07 348 4997 or 0800 95 95 90 | F : 07 346 0037 | E : thompsonmarine@seaboss.co.nz
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BE SAFE ON THE WATER THIS SUMMER
Check your inflatable life jackets
Bay of Plenty harbourmasters are urging boaties to ensure their inflatable life jackets are in
good working order. “Regular maintenance of inflatable life jackets is essential – there have
been drownings in other parts of New Zealand due to life jackets failing to inflate and that’s
not something we want to see happening,” Bay of Plenty Regional Council Maritime Operations Manager, Reuben Fraser says. There’s a great range of personal floatation devices
(PFD) available and many people opt for the inflatable types because they are light, easy to
wear and don’t take up much vessel storage space. But it’s very important they are checked
regularly and every second year they should be fully serviced by a professional service
agent. Have a chat to your supplier about how to check them and what to look for during
your own regular checks and about biennial full servicing – they’ll be able to send them to an
agent on your behalf or certainly point you in the right direction.
Make sure it fits
Remember, life jackets can save your life – but only if they are a proper fit. While not compulsory, the wearing of life jackets is encouraged, particularly if you are not a confident or
skilled swimmer or are inexperienced in and on the water. Ensuring life jackets are the right
fit is vital – a small child can slip out of an adult-sized life jacket if they fall into the water
and/or become panicked. Life jackets should fit snugly but without constricting breathing.
Keep it fun – stay safe
Have fun out on the water this summer but please be responsible and safe – that’s the call
from Bay of Plenty Regional Council maritime staff.
Increased numbers of people using the lakes during the summer months means extra care and
vigilance is needed by all water users. Maritime staff and volunteer wardens will be doing
their best to keep people safe, but everyone needs to know the rules and be aware of others
around them so that we can all enjoy our beautiful lakes safely.
The rules
•You must be 15 or older to drive a powered vessel that is capable of travelling faster than
10 knots, including a jet ski
•You must not go faster than five knots:
-Within 50 metres of another vessel or person in the water
-Within 200 metres of the shore, a dive flag, or any structure
•The operator of any vessel, including a jet ski, must ensure there is a lifejacket of the correct size and fit for each person on board
•You must ensure that your vessel’s wake does not cause danger or damage to boats or other
water users.
•If you are skiing/towing there must also be an observer who is older than 10 years in the
vessel or on the jet ski.
•The person being towed must wear a lifejacket
•You can be fined $200 for breaching the bylaw.
Free copies of the Bay of Plenty Regional Navigation Safety Bylaw 2010 are available from
Bay of Plenty Regional Council offices or by contacting the council on 0800 884 880 or at
info@boprc.govt.nz
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INSERT LORRA NEWSLETTER AD2012
PDF (HALF PAGE)
Registered Valuers
* For all of your property valuation needs *






Commercial & Industrial
Residential
Lakes
Lifestyle & Rural

Trinity House, 1268 Haupapa Street, Rotorua
PO Box 2081
ph: 07 347 6001 email: info@cg j .co.nz

www.valuersrotorua.com
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RAT BAIT AND BAIT STATIONS
Ditrac rat bait provided by Bay of Plenty Regional Council is still available.
Ditrac is a poison, but is does not cause secondary poisoning on cats, dogs or
birds such as moreporks if they eat poisoned rats or mice.
How to Use Ditrac Bait:
It is recommended that bait be fed in a type of bait station, fitted with a locating
rod, that does not allow the rats to carry baits away to be stored. The baits have
holes in them and they thread onto the rod. Rats and mice eat the bait in the bait
station. The bait station protects the bait from the weather. It means also that
bait cannot be eaten by non-target species such as birds, dogs, cats and children.
Bait stations are available by contacting Mike and Sandra Goodwin 362 8865
or email sgoodwin@actrix.co.nz – made by Bob Scopes from Tarawera and cost is
$30. Marcel van Leeuwen, a Lake Okareka local resident, is also making bait
stations, cost is $20. Contact Marcel on 362 8468 or email marvl@xtra.co.nz to
order them.
Do you have a bait station already? That's great if you do. When you collect
your bait you will need to confirm your name and address and the address of
the bait station. We need to update our data base about bait stations and where
they are located throughout Okareka – and many thanks to everyone who has
done this so far.
How do I get bait now? Bait is available in labelled, zip lock bags, containing
12 rat baits. This is enough bait to fill one bait station 2 times during a month.
Bait stations should not be filled more than twice during a month, otherwise
you are wasting bait and feeding potentially dead rats and mice.
If you require the bait or a Bob Scope bait station for $30, please contact
Mike & Sandra Goodwin phone 362 8865, 2 Pryce Road or Rod Stace phone
362 8523, 30 Summit Road. Please phone first to arrange a time to collect
bait or a bait station.
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TIMM’S POSSUM TRAPS—DECEMBER 2013
The loan scheme Timm's POSSUM traps have been kept quite busy lately. Obviously
people are hearing possums about in their gardens at night – or noticing their impact.
Great work – the only good possum is a dead one!
DO you currently have one of the loaned yellow Timm's
possum traps??
There are a few people with traps that we have not heard from in a while – can you
please let us know if you still have a trap and if you are using it, what you have been
catching? These Bay of Plenty Regional Council funded Timm's possum traps, are
available on loan to any Lake Okareka residents, if you contact Sandra & Mike
Goodwin 362 8865. The Okareka community has 10 traps which were funded as
“loan traps” by Bay of Plenty Regional Council. These traps have been borrowed at
various times by members of the community. If you are having possum problems –
maybe eating fruit or flowers or they are making a nuisance of themselves at night
and you would like to borrow a Timm's trap, give us a call.
If you are not familiar to the “Timm's trap”, we will provide you with some instructions about how to use the traps. We will also give you some advice about what
seems to work best as “bait” - such as apple with cinnamon, or apple and peanut butter. If you can, keep a note of any possums caught and pass that on to us when you
return the trap. We like to know for our records what is being caught around the
place and we can also pass that on to the Regional Council.
For more information or to borrow a trap, please contact Mike and Sandra Goodwin
362 8865.

R.L. GRAY CONTRACTOR
FREE QUOTES IN WRITING:







All types of fencing
Retaining walls and decks
Section clearing – tree felling & fire wood
Lawn mowing and garden edging
All general maintenance works around the house and farm

Contact details:

Sue and Bob Gray
PO Box 232, Ngongotaha
Office phone: 07-357 4878
Email: suebob.gray@kinect.co.nz
Sue: 0274-466 754, Bob: 0274-426 850, Maarten: 021-735 505
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EVENT INFORMATION
JANUARY 2014 to MARCH 2014

Events & Venues Rotorua Community and Major Events Team manage all reserve
booking for events that happen in Rotorua. They also meet regularly with the BOP
Regional Council to discuss and coordinate events happening close to and on all of
the lakes in the region. Both organisations appreciate the impact events can have on
the location they are held, both positive and negative. If you have feedback that you
would like to offer or you wish to discuss events happening in your area, please contact the events team at Events & Venues by calling the Events Manager on
073518654 or by emailing major.events@rdc.govt.nz
Start Date End Date

Event

Where

18/01/14

19/01/14

Blue Lake
Rowing Regatta

Blue Lake Reserve

26/01/14

27/01/14

Blue Lake
Multisport Festival

Blue Lake Reserve

15/02/14

16/02/14

National Canoe
Sprint Racing
Championships

Blue Lake Reserve

22/03/14

28/03/14

National Secondary
School Waka Ama
Championships

Blue Lake Reserve

INVESTING IN
PROPERTY?
We offer a full range of
accounting services
for all sized businesses



Be sure to call us to discuss
 Ownership structures
 Tax deductibility of expenses
Mortgage Security & Tax implications

MACMILLAN ACCOUNTANTS

31 White Street, Rotorua Phone 350 1018
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
My name is Olivia Burman and I live out at Lake Okareka. I am looking for casual babysitting or weekend day nannying/ babysitting. I currently work part time at Red Stag Timber Ltd. Call me on 3628 701 or 021 0644410. Reference checks available too.
Are Wasp Nests a Problem for You?
If you can locate the nest, we can treat it - at NO cost. This is a community service offered
by Landcare Okareka, with chemicals funded from donations received by the group—phone
Mike Goodwin 3628 865
FREE—Marque available for community events. Phone Cathy Lines, Licensed Salesperson, Okareka & Tarawera Specialist. First National Real Estate. Mob: 021 033 7707 or AH:
07 36 28 112
Sharpen your chainsaw on my electric grinding gadget for free or I will do it for $5—
phone Bryan on 3628 224
Pet Feeding Services - Pet feeding services over the holiday season and throughout the
year, $5 per visit includes indoor plants watered and mail collected. Limited boarding pens
may be available—phone Carol on 3628 702
Heather Horton (Artist) - Watercolours, Oils, Pastels and lead-lighting work can be seen
in the studio. Works are for sale, or can be ordered—phone 3628 165
Trees felled for free - Conditions apply—phone Chris 3628 679 or Peter 3628 108
Mobile Library visits every 2nd Monday at the bus stop opposite 19 Loop Road from
3.25pm to 4.10pm.
Trays made of recycled rimu - three sizes: 270x375 $30, 310x450 $40, 360x510 $50 phone Bryan on 3628 224.
Dry Blue Gum—only $80 per m3 delivered to Lake Okareka/Lake Tarawera. Minimum of
2m3 for free delivery. Phone Ngaire 345 7488 or 027 460 7056.
BK Transfers and Shuttles—24 hours shuttle service and personalized service to Auckland, Hamilton, Tauranga, Taupo and Rotorua cities/airports. Phone Graeme 3628 867 or
027 3628 867.
Bee Swarms— Please phone me if you see any swarms this spring but only if they have settled. Not much use if I get a call to say “they went thataway”. Phone Bryan 3628 224.
House Cleaner Available—hourly rate. Ovens, Ironing, Windows. Anything you need
cleaned. Call Jenny 3628 063.
Wanted to buy—Kayak—needs to be suitable for teenager. Phone Megan 3628 792.
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Specialists in Lakes A Zone planning and surveying
ADVERT
FOR LAKE OKAYour local surveyors, planners and cartographers
REKA NEWSLETTER PDF
(HALF PAGE)
1180 Amohia Street
PO Box 396
Rotorua
07 3498470
consult@canmaphawley.co.nz
www.canmaphawley.co.nz
Phone Jason Ward, Mark Dyer or Nick Davies
for local, professional and practical advice.

INSERT BACHCARE B&W PDF
(HALF PAGE)
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BRYAN WALFORD—GOLD MEDALIST!!!

Bryan Walford (Treasurer LOCA Committee) recently competed in the Masters Rowing
Championships at Lake Ruataniwha in Twizel on Sunday 22 September. Gordon Meyer
(pictured left) and Bryan won gold medals in the pair oar and double scull events for the 65
to 70 year old rowers. The photo also shows Geraldine O’Kane (Lake Okareka resident),
Jane Savage and Kathryn Anderson who also competed.
The trailer carrying Rotorua and Tauranga boats was involved in an accident at Plimmerton
on the way to the champs so the team had to borrow boats and blades. In fact the offers of
gear were overwhelming and it was very good gear. Nevertheless the loss of their gear meant
that only five Rotorua rowers went to the champs instead of nine as planned. Gordon and
Bryan were also in a combined crew (a quadruple scull) with Tauranga (Bay Coast Club) and
gained a third place. So that was three medals out of eight races entered. Congratulations!!
Page 1

PHONE BOOK ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS
Add

Baxter, E&C

18 Steep St

Page 2

Add
Add
Add
Add
Add
Change
Change
Add

Campbell, E&J
Cook, Kelvin and Sue
Douglas, Jason
Douglas, Megan
Ellison, Leeanne
Forbes, B&M
Graham D&C/Bell G
Gurran, P&A

78 Acacia Rd
RD Contractors
59 Acacia Rd
81 Loop Rd
37 Loop Rd
2 Millar Rd
3 Millar Rd
1 Pryce Rd

3628 992
07 3322428
3628 682
3628 792
3628 149
3628 011
3628 883

Page 3

Add

Henley, Norman and Rachel

2 Ridge Rd

3628 065

Page 4

Add

Lake Okareka Tennis Club

14 Steep St

3628 106

Page 5

Add
Add
Add

Oxley, Kate
Poynton, D
Powell, T&M

10 Branch Rd
2 Branch Rd
17 Pryce St

3628 372

Page 6

Change
Add
Add
Change
Add
Add

Umbers, Dave and Michelle
Van der Gurlik
Vastenate, D &J
Walbert, Katrin to
Webb, K & S
Murray, Bryan & Sheryl

2 Benn Rd
38 Loop Rd
38 Loop Rd

3628 109
3628 581

Page 8

11A Benn Rd
3628 325
Blue Lake Top 10 Holiday Park
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