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The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the LOCA Committee. 

Front cover:  Nativity play from Lake Okareka 
Pre School held on Friday 9th December.  Fa-
ther Christmas made a special appearance.  See 
page 26 for more pictures from the evening.  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT—DECEMBER 2016 
Greetings from the LOCA committee and our 
best wishes to all for a great Christmas and 
New Year. 
Community Survey  This has now been com-
pleted and included in this newsletter is the ex-
ecutive summary and a link to the full report.  
The response from the residents and property 
owners has been excellent with 227 responses 
and a very wide range of comments and sug-

gestions.  APR Consultants’ initial expectation of a response to a survey of this 
nature was approximately 150 replies so a very big thank you to all those who 
made the effort to respond.  The committee has not had time to discuss the re-
sults in detail.  It is pleasing to note that there is excellent support for the three 
partnership projects we have with DOC (Management of the DOC campground 
and new walking track from Boyes Beach to the outlet) and RLC (Management 
of the  Boyes Beach overnight campground). 
Lake Okareka 10 year plan  This was requested at last year ’s AGM and re-
sulted in the commissioning of the survey which will form the basis of any long 
term plans and will be a priority for the LOCA committee in the New Year. 
LOCA is fortunate in having the Boyes Beach camp revenue available for pro-
jects such as the survey and the committee felt it most important it be independ-
ent and professionally managed which came at a cost (approx $8000).  In my 
view we now have much valuable information (the raw data covered more than 
100 pages) and it is an investment in the future. 
Mobile Phone Coverage  2016 has seen the introduction of Mobile phone 
coverage and improved broadband reception at Okareka.  This has been a very 
real asset to locals, visitors and tradesmen etc working in the area. 
Waste Strategy  The recent appointment of a new Waste contractor has re-
sulted in major changes and improvements in reducing litter and rubbish in Ro-
torua.  Smart Environmental have a 15 year contract with RCL and the intro-
duction of wheelie bins for rubbish and recycling together with crates for bot-
tles should result in a substantial reduction in rubbish going to the landfill.  As 
you will see in the photos in the Newsletter the replacement of the 44 gallon 
drums at the public reserves with smart containers is a great improvement. 
There has also been an upgrade of the Tarawera recycling facility with an un-
dercover drive thru drop off option. 
End of Year  With another year near ly gone I would like to record our ap-
preciation to the many volunteers in the community who contribute to ensuring 
Okareka is a special place to live and holiday.  At the top of the list is Landcare 
Okareka, Okareka volunteer rural fire force, volunteer camp wardens, walking 
track volunteers, the LOCA committee, the LOCA Officers Sandra and Bryan, 
Maria our Newsletter editor and all the others I’ve missed out.  THANK YOU. 
Take Care and look after each other. 
Geoff Palmer 



The Newsletter      4  

 

The short summary of the report prepared by APR Consultants is shown below.  
The Summary Report (30 pages) will be available on the Lake Okareka Com-
munity website at: http://www.lakeokareka.org/loca-apr-survey.  If you would 
prefer a hard copy please contact Geoff Palmer 3628 379 or Sandra Goodwin 
3628 865. 

Insert pages 2, 3 and 4 of Lake Okareka Com-
munity Association Survey 2016_short sum-
mary v2 over pages 4, 5 and 6. 

LAKE OKAREKA COMMUNITY SURVEY 2016  
FOR LAKE OKAREKA COMMUNITY ASSN INC 

Lake Okareka Community Survey 2016 

APR Consultants Ltd  2 
 

  
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
In 2016, Lake Okareka Community Association contacted APR Consultants Ltd (APR) to enquire 
about undertaking a survey programme to gauge the opinions of Lake Okareka residents regarding 
current issues before the committee.   
 
At the January 2016 AGM of the Lake Okareka Community Association (LOCA), a resolution was 
passed that a ten-year plan should be developed by LOCA.  In order to undertake this, it was 
decided that the views of Lake Okareka residents needed to be taken into consideration. 
 
APR was commissioned to develop and administer this survey programme on an anonymous 
basis.  The analysis and reporting of the survey results was also undertaken by APR. 
 
This survey was issued to the Lake Okareka community in mid-October 2016 and sampling 
finished in early November 2016.  The results of the survey were to be available at the 2017 AGM 
of LOCA. 
 
 
2.0 METHODOLOGY  
 
APR worked with LOCA to develop the survey protocols, the survey form and survey questions.  It 
was decided that the survey would be open to all Lake Okareka residents, and that multiple 
surveys could be received from each household if required.  It was decided that physical copies of 
the survey would be required along with an internet based web survey.    
 
LOCA provided APR with a list of questions that they wanted covered in the research.  APR used 
this to create a draft questionnaire.  The questions were checked and refined by LOCA to ensure 
the survey met LOCA requirements.  Once the paper version of the survey was agreed upon, an 
electronic version of the survey was produced. 
 
LOCA provided APR with a database of householders that was used solely for the distribution of 
surveys.  This consisted of a mixture of email addresses and postal addresses. 
 
All households with email addresses were sent an email inviting the residents and holiday home 
owners to undertake a survey with an electronic link to the survey.  All households without email 
addresses were sent a printed copy via snail mail.  All physical survey forms contained a Freepost 
Authority and could be folded and posted in any mail box for return to APR. 
 
Any email bounce backs were checked, and subsequently, a printed copy was sent to them. 
 
Physical copies of the survey form were kept at the Lake Okareka Preschool.  Posters were placed 
in the township advertising the survey and explaining how to get a copy. 
 
A total of 277 surveys were distributed to the Lake Okareka community.  Out of these, 227 surveys 
were received from at least 147 different Lake Okareka households.  The results of these surveys 
are reported upon in this report. 
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Lake Okareka Community Survey 2016 

APR Consultants Ltd  3 
 

 
3.0 SURVEY RESULTS 
 
A total of 227 surveys were received from Lake Okareka residents.  These were made up from 147 
unique households along with 24 surveys who did not specify their residential address.  A further 
56 surveys were from other members of households (ie, were not unique). 
 

 
 
Most respondents owned a house at Lake Okareka (84.6%) followed by having a family interest in 
a property at Lake Okareka that they regularly stayed at (10.6%). 
 

 
 
The survey received a relatively even mix of responses, with 51.7% of respondents identifying their 
gender as male and 48.3% as female.  A total of 7.0% of respondents did not specify their gender. 
 

 
 
Responses were received from a range of age groups.  From the 92.5% of the sample who 
specified their age, the largest grouping (68.1%) were aged between 35 and 64.  A further 23.8% 
were aged 65 and over and 8.1% were aged under 35. 
 

 
 
  

Number Percent
Unique household survey 147 64.8%
Household address not specified 24 10.6%
Multiple surveys from one household 56 24.7%
Total 227 100.0%

Number Percent
I own a house at Lake Okareka 192 84.6%
I rent a house or flat or board at Lake Okareka 3 1.3%
I have a family interest in a property at Lake Okareka that I regularly stay at 24 10.6%
Other 8 3.5%
Not specified 0 0.0%
Total 227 100.0%

Number Percent % ex non spec

Male 109 48.0% 51.7%
Female 102 44.9% 48.3%
Not specified 16 7.0%
Total 227 100.0% 100.0%
Note: % ex non spec is the percentage with non specified responses removed

Number Percent % ex non spec

15 to 24 7 3.1% 3.3%
25 to 34 10 4.4% 4.8%
35 to 44 30 13.2% 14.3%
45 to 54 63 27.8% 30.0%
55 to 64 50 22.0% 23.8%
65 to 74 39 17.2% 18.6%
75 + 11 4.8% 5.2%
Refused 6 2.6%
Not specified 11 4.8%
Total 227 100.0% 100.0%
Note: % ex non spec is the percentage with non specified responses removed
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  Lake Okareka Community Survey 2016 

APR Consultants Ltd  4 
 

 
3.1 Survey Summary 
 
Most questions asked used a five point Likert scale or yes/no responses to questions.  These were 
used to create an index showing support vs non-support for the question being commented upon. 
 
In order to make recommendations, all questions were converted to an index.  The benefit of an 
index is that it allows questions to be directly compared to each other and also allows for 
comparisons to be made with any future occurrences of this survey. 
 
To create an index, percentages were calculated from respondents whom had supplied an answer 
(giving a total of 100%).  The negative percentage rating(s) were subtracted from the positive 
ratings.  The neutral percentage is not used in the calculation, but is still reflected in the index as it 
contributed to the 100% total.  The result of this calculation is shown as the index.  An index can 
have a maximum score of 100 (indicating maximum satisfaction) and a minimum score of -100 
(indicating maximum dissatisfaction).  A score of 0 is the middle point and indicates an even mix of 
positive and negative experiences (or a neutral rating).   
 
The table below shows all the questions that could be converted to an index sorted by that index.  
Questions at the top of the table are the ones that are most supported by survey respondents.  
Those at the bottom are the ones that are opposed or not supported.   
 
The top five supported questions are to do with lake quality improvement and environmental issues 
(index of 95.0), having a pest free environment (87.4) protection of lake shore habitat (76.1), 
undergrounding of power lines (72.8) and introduction of access bike and walking track up to 
Tarawera Road (61.3). 
 
The least liked element affecting respondents was freedom camping (index of -39.7), followed by 
the expansion of DoC camp ground (-20.3) and support for proposed water ski slalom course for 
the Silver Beach area (-14.0).   
 

 
 
 

Indicator/question Question Index Summary
Lake water quality improvement and environmental issues 1 95.0 Support
Pest free environment 7 87.4 Support
Protection of lake shore habitat 5 76.1 Support
Undergrounding power lines 25 72.8 Support
Access bike and walking track up to Tarawera Road 21 61.3 Support
LOCA creating and improving community amenities 16 58.1 Support
Control of erosion around parts of lake edge 3 56.6 Support
Street lighting 27 51.4 Satisfaction
Support for one day events using lakes and trails 37 50.2 Yes
LOCA creating and improving public amenities 17 46.8 Support
LOCA and Landcare Okareka completing walking track around Lake Okareka (#) 19 46.4 Support
Support for existing water ski access lanes 45 44.8 Support
Support for road closures so events can be held safely 39 39.5 Yes
Speed of traffic coming into Lake Okareka reduced to 70kph 14 34.9 Support
Overnight camping continuing at Boyes Beach 35 23.8 Yes
Speed of traffic through Lake Okareka 11 16.5 Yes
Increase in number of footpaths 23 8.2 Support
Increased visitor use of beaches, reserves, walkways and the DoC Camp Ground 29 -3.7 Concerned
Increasing traffic volumes to Lake Okareka 9 -6.5 Concerned
Support for proposed water ski slalom course for the Silver Beach area 46 -14.0 Opposed
Expansion of DoC camp ground 33 -20.3 Opposed
Freedom camping 31 -39.7 Concerned
Note (#): This excludes the residential area.  From DOC camp ground to the outlet.



 7             The Newsletter  

Insert Carol Bannister—full page 
Relax At  The Lake  

This  Summer   

Massage i s  a  popular  way to  
re l ieve aches & pa ins  caused by 
hol iday  act iv i t ies  at  the lake .  
Sk i ing  shoulders , gardening  backs ,  
l ast -minute-rush-tens ion, end of  year  
exhaust ion. Great  reasons to unwind 
and re fresh  yourse l f  a t  Careem in  2017   

Massage unlocks tension 
    Muscle stiffness from overdoing it after a long winter a behind the desk brings  
people crawling into my clinic over summer. But after an hour—they bounce out 
again– with body and mind both greatly relieved.  
    There are several different types of massage for you to choose: from the  
“hurty-ouchy” deep muscle type to the “restore-my-spark” relaxing type. Or, more 
often than not, a mix of both. Tell Carol what you need and she will tailor my touch 
to suit. 
Wide Range Of  Services:  
    Carol is qualified in beauty, massage, spa therapies and natural therapies, and 
she has a range of approaches at her fingertips to suit your needs. Options include 
massage, facials, spa packages, natural skincare, beauty services, waxing, pedi-
cures. Locals packages are popular as a whole-family treat over summer or as an 
ongoing body/ mind maintenance plan for yourself. 

 

Yes, Gift Vouchers are available – You can come and buy in person or we 
can do it online. Just email we will make your gift-giving easy. Check out our web-
site for ideas on massage, spa and beauty—eg  “Indulgence packages” - to help 
you select a gift without that stress of “what shall I choose?”. 

Only Closed On  
Xmas Day & New Years Day 

 
Call Carol 

TODAY 
for a more relaxed 2017 

  

 

www.careem.co.nz 

 e: careemspa@gmail.com 

89 Acacia Rd, Lake Okareka 

RD5, Rotorua, 3076, NZ. 

Careem Wellness 

Carol Bannister 
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 Insert Tennis Article pdf—two pages 

 

2016/2017 Annual Subscription ($100) is now due 
 

Thanks to all those members who have already paid their $100 sub 
 

Payment is requested into the Clubs’ Westpac A/c 03–1552–0130369–00. Reference 
“Sub” family name.  Please e-mail confirmation of deposit to craig@spurdle.nz 

New members are always welcome. 
 

Spring coaching for children on Friday is in full swing 
 

Session One (up to 7 years) starts at 4:00pm 
Session Two (up to 9 years) starts at 4:45pm 

Session Three (10 years & over) starts at 5:45pm 
 

$40 per child for Session one & $50 per child for Sessions Two & Three 
Parents are encouraged to have a hit during these times 

 

Other News 
 

Following the AGM plans are now underway to improve the club house facilities. 
This will include installing a built in BBQ for all members to use at their leisure.  

 
Adult Tennis 

 
A regular group of keen tennis players has started meeting every Thursday at 

5:30pm for a hit.  Feel free to come along and join in. 
 

Club Contacts 
 

Craig Kilmister [027 455 9301] or Janine Coleman [021 665 464] 
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Breakfast 
Lunch 
Dinner 

 
Ph 348 8818 

www.Capers.co.nz 
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 LAKE OKAREKA PRESCHOOL—DECEMBER 2016 
The children have been experiencing maintaining the 
community garden with the carpet we have had donated 
by the Curran family.  This will certainly keep our hard 
work of 
weeding 
down over 
the coming 

months.  The children have been 
planting flowers around the vege-
table plants to keep away pests.   
 
Congratulations to us all for 
achieving Preschool’s Silver 
Whānau Healthy Heart Award 
with the Heart Foundation.  We 
are now working towards our 
Gold Award.  

 
The children have been baking a 
Christmas cake with Sandra 
Goodwin, they enjoyed being in-
volved in contributing to our spe-
cial celebration cake. Sandra will 
soon come back to ice the cake 
with the children.  Pam Bowyer 
will also come in shortly to bake a 
Christmas chocolate cake with the 
children.  Thanks Sandra and 
Pam. 
 
 

 
Nativity play – Friday 9th December 
This play will involve all the children and will be a play about the story of 
Christmas.  We ask that all children attend on the night of the play and will re-
quire them to come in from 5.30pm.  The play will get started at 6pm.  Come 
along and bring your picnic dinner.  The Salvation Army band is coming along 
to sing the Christmas carols.  Santa does make an appearance on the fire truck 
around 7pm for a lolly scramble and everyone is welcome. 
 
Salvation Army food items collection  
We do ask our families to donate non-perishable food items for this very spe-
cial cause.  The children will then present these to the representative from the 
Salvation Army who comes in after the Nativity play.  
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Santa’s Visit to Preschool  
Santa will visit on Monday 12th December.  We ask that prior to this date all 
children have a named and wrapped book that we can put away for Santa’s vis-
it.  The children will have the opportunity to meet Santa personally on this day. 
 
The importance of Physical play—See this link we have received from Kirsty 
at Sport Bay of Plenty http://www.stuff.co.nz/life-style/parenting/big-kids/five-
to-ten/85951829/from-crib-diving-to-tree-climbing-some-kids-live-to-give-
their-parents-gray-hair 
 
Healthy Food Idea—Bliss Balls (Mandy Trass) 
Thanks to Mandy Trass who shared this recipe during parent help duty.  
1 cup rolled oats    1 tablespoon cinnamon 
½ cup ground linseeds    ½ cup sunflower seeds  
2 cups pitted dates    1 carrot peeled and coarsely grated 
230- 240g can chunk or crushed pineapple, very well drained 
1 cup shredded dried coconut, plus ½ cup extra to roll 
 

Combine the oats, linseeds, sunflower seeds and cinnamon in a food processor 
and blend to a fine powder.  Add all remaining ingredients except coating coco-
nut and whizz for a minute.  Scrape down the sides of the bowl and pulse until 
the mixture is evenly combined and sticks together.  Use your hands to shape 
tablespoon sized ball amounts.  Roll balls in the extra coconut to coat.  Bliss 
balls will stay fresh in an airtight container in the fridge for up to a week or can 
be frozen on a tray then stored in a freezer bag or container.  
 

Remember Wednesday 3rd February 2017 is the star t of the new term.  For 
all enquiries contact Office@lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz and see our website 
www.lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz 
 
Merri Kirihimete—The Preschool teaching team and Board wish you all a 
very Happy and Safe Christmas 

Our new sign made for the Preschool community 
garden looks fabulous 
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Hi all 
 
While we can’t quite shake off the rain, the warm weather has finally appeared 
and, now that we won’t be needing our fires for a while, our well-used chim-
neys can be swept so they will be ready and safe for next winter. 
 
Also a reminder that we are now in the Restricted Fire Season and any open 
fires must be permitted.  Please contact Rotorua Lakes Council for this, and 
check the conditions and any restrictions in force on the day of your permitted 
burn.  Please also remain vigilant for signs of smoke in the bush and surround-
ing areas. 
 
Rotorua Lakes Council recently organised a controlled burn on Great West 
Road in Pukehangi to eradicate large areas of gorse on farmland in that area.  
This burn was used as a live training exercise over two days for all three of the 
local Rural Fire Forces:  Okareka, Rotoiti and Tarawera.  The first day was 
hampered by persistent rain but the second day provided perfect conditions to 
carry out the remainder of the burn.  The various crews gained invaluable expe-
rience and skills in dealing with a live fire scenario and, dare I say it, the all-
female crew, under Ray Doyle’s leadership, stood out on the day. 
 
In terms of call-outs, the fire appliance and tanker were called out to two struc-
ture fires in Tarawera.  The tanker was also required to supply emergency water 
to a resident in Tarawera whose tank ran dry.  The water tanker continues to be 
a valuable asset for Lake Okareka Rural Fire.  However, as some residents have 
witnessed, the current tanker is getting somewhat slow at climbing the hills out 
of Lake Okareka.  Fortunately, we are well underway with work to get the re-
placement tanker (purchased earlier in the year) ready for service. 
 
Stage One of fitting out the replacement water tanker is progressing well with 
Patchells Stainless Ltd undertaking this work.  Costs are coming in under budg-
et for this stage of work and we are now in the process of seeking further fund-
ing from charitable trusts to complete the work required. 
 
Lake Okareka Rural Fire is working with Dennis Falconer to provide a fire-
works display on New Year’s Eve.  For those who have been to previous fire-
works displays at Okareka, this is a great community event that we are proud to 
support.  Dennis Falconer is a certified fireworks display provider and has been 
asked by various people in the community to put on another display this New 
Year’s Eve.  Fortunately, Dennis has no other commitments and is available to 
do this.  Funding for the event will be through donations from the community 
to make this possible.  Dennis is donating his time, equipment and expertise, 
but financial support is required for the fireworks themselves and, closer to the 
time, a little man/girl power will be needed to help prep and set-up the display. 
The Okareka Fire team will be helping out and assisting in the consent/
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permitting process, and have facilitated the fundraising by accepting donations 
through their website page for the display.  We also welcome feedback on the 
timing of the event to ensure we cater for families of all ages.  You can go to the 
following web page for more details of the display and to make donations:  
http://www.okarekaruralfire.com/donate.  Alternatively, feel free to call Dennis 
directly for any queries on 027 5966942 or 3628737. 
 
On another fundraising note, a team of eight from the Fire Force have entered 
for the 2017 Sky Tower Stair Climb.  This will be the fourth consecutive year 
for Lake Okareka Rural Fire.  The team for next year includes two of our 
youngest members, Thomas Firth and Amber Muldoon, who will be joined by 
Rasmus Andersen, Blair Gilbert, Stu Lyall, Phil Rennie, Lewis Shaw and my-
self.  This event raises funds for Leukaemia and Blood Cancer New Zealand to 
support victims and their families.  The 2016 Stair Climb again raised over $1 
million for this worthy cause.  If you would like to support the Lake Okareka 
Rural Fire team for next year’s Sky Tower Challenge, you can make donations 
via the following website:  https://firefightersclimb.org.nz/.  
 
If you have been thinking about joining the Fire Force, please come down to the 
fire station at 7.30pm on a Wednesday night when we do training or phone me 
on 3628874.  You can also go to our website:  www.okarekaruralfire.com. 
 
Phil Muldoon 
Chief Fire Officer 

Phil Rennie and Alan Jones 
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Phil Rennie and Alan Jones 

Alan Jones and Amber Muldoon 

Aerial shot of part of the burn  
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Insert Lakes Electrical 2016 advert full page  

 

 Installations – New Builds, Extensions, 
Renovations etc. 

 Hot Water Cylinder – Complete Tank Drain & 
Element Change 

 Maintenance – 24 hour call out  

 TV Satellite Installations 

 Water Pumps 

 Heat Pump and AC Installations
 Security Alarms – Installations & Maintenance 

 Automated Gates – Supply, Installation & 
Maintenance 

 Spa Pools – Service & Maintenance 

 Fault finding 

 Fuse Board Upgrades 

 Appliance Repairs 

 Lighting & Power 

 CCTV 

For all your electrickery  needs call us today  
Home: 07 362 8944 Mobile: 021 0298 1942 

442 Spencer Road, Lake Tarawera, 3076 
***NO CALL OUT CHARGE*** 

 
Lakes Electrical Limited would like to welcome on board and introduce you to Dan Amos; 
a fully qualified Advanced Trade HVAC Engineer and he is also a licensed and registered 
Electrical Service Technician (Advanced Level B).  
 
Dan has almost 15 years of experience, working on commercial and domestic heat 
pumps, heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration equipment with a broad 
knowledge of electrical maintenance on general lighting, power and appliances. He will 
continue to develop and upskill now that he is on board with us. 
 
For all your installations, service and maintenance of Heat Pumps, Refrigeration, 
Ventilation and Air Conditioning Dan’s your man so feel free to give us a call.  
 
We look forward to this new and exciting chapter. 
 
Thank you for your business and continued support. 
 
Regards 
 
Pete 
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 TIKITAPU SCENIC RESERVE PEST CONTROL PROJECT 

The pest control project for 2016 is now complete.  The toxins of Pindone and 
Feratox® (cyanide) were used again this year, and the results are shown on the 
chart below.  It was disappointing to find the rat numbers had increased instead 
of reducing.  Several other projects in the area have also reported low pre bait-
ing numbers for rats and a poor reduction post baiting.  The reason is un-
known.  At Tikitapu there was plenty of bait left when the stations were 
cleared but obviously the rats had found other food more to their liking! 

 
The caution period for the reserve 
will continue until the signs are tak-
en down, approximately 4 months 
after the stations were cleared.  This 
time is required for the complete 
decomposition of the carcasses and 
degradation of the bait.  Until the 
signs are removed please do not 
touch any and remember to keep 
dogs out of the reserve at all times.    

 

    
    

Pre  
Baiting 

Post  
Baiting 

Pre  
Baiting 

Post Baiting 
 

    Rats Rats 
Possum/
Wallaby 

Possum/
Wallaby 

2011 Pindone and Feratox® pellets 46% 2% 20% 12% 
            

2012 no pest control- 78 possums & 31%   29%   
   63 rats trapped pre monitoring         
            

2013 Pindone and Feratox® strikers 70% 42% 21% 41% 
2014 Pindone and Feratox® pellets 59% 16% 39% 8% 

            
2015 Pindone and Feratox® pellets 46% 12% 20% 10% 
2016 Pindone and Feratox® pellets 16% 24% 23% 8% 



 17             The Newsletter  

The annual monitoring of bird activity in Tikitapu Reserve to determine if bird  
abundance is increasing as a result of the pest management strategy, has now              
been completed.  A comprehensive report, including comparisons with counts 
made in previous years will be prepared for the Bay of Plenty Regional Council 
which supports the pest control programme. 
 
A monthly roster of volunteers ensured the Mistletoe and Nature walks were 
checked and maintained.  
 
A big thank you to all those who have helped with the Tikitapu Pest Control 
Project this year.  The project depends on your assistance.  
 
New volunteers are always welcome and if anyone is interested in being in-
volved in the pest control programme, or going on the roster to check the Na-
ture and Mistletoe walks, please let me know.  Some of our older volunteers 
are finding they are no longer able to continue with this project and we would 
love to get some younger people on the volunteer list. 
 
Frances Blakely  
ph. 3628480 
email   jandfblakely@gmail.com  

Insert Bayleys half page 
Lake Okareka and Tarawera Specialist – Jenny Donne

Jenny Donne
Lakes and Residential Consultant
B: 07 349 5356
M: 027 385 0566
E: jenny.donne@bayleys.co.nz
W: www.jennydonne.bayleys.co.nz 

Haley McLeod 
Personal Assistant to Jenny Donne
B: 07 349 5359
M: 027 810 0657
E: haley.mcleod@bayleys.co.nz

Success Realty Limited, Bayleys,
Licensed under the REA Act 2008

Eight years successfully selling quality Kiwi homes 
on Rotorua Lakes 

Contact Jenny or Haley now for a FREE Comprehensive 
Market Appraisal and Marketing Package 

Email / text Jenny or Haley now if you want to receive FREE up 
to date property sales information 
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Insert Lake Okareka newsletter Duncan 
half page 

Insert Thompson Marine half page 

31 Fairy Springs Road | PO Box 1337 Rotorua
P : 07 348 4997  or  0800 95 95 90 | F : 07 346 0037 | E : thompsonmarine@seaboss.co.nz

Sales & Service
     All makes & models of
     outboard motors
     Mercruiser stern drives

Marine Accessories
     Including Life Jackets &
     Ski Vests
     Skis
     Marine Electronics, etc

Ltd
ALuMInIuM BoAtS

outBoArdS

StErn drIVES & InBoArdS

Guaranteed workmanship from fully qualified marine technicians

Rotorua’s Specialist Mercury Dealer

We are looking to buy or sell on behalf - good second hand boats.

It’s summer and we are looking for lake properties to sell! 
With 2016 coming to a close get in quick before the new year rush! 

Lorraine Chapman
M: 027 271 9141 
lorraine@duncanrealty.net

1227 Ranolf Street, Rotorua  |  sales@duncanrealty.net
www.duncanrealty.net  |  Phone 07 348 6770

Duncan Realty 2015 Ltd MREINZ Licensed (REAA 2008)

DUNCAN REALTY 
T H E  S P E C I A L I S T S  

Lake Specialist

“Real Estate is not only about the destination and the journey, it is about who you are 
travelling with and the relationships you build along the way”
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“Prep your boat, check your gear, know the rules” 
 
Thousands of boats take to Bay of Plenty waterways every summer and for the 
Regional Council, tasked with boating safety, it’s an incredibly busy time.  
 
Safer Boating Officer Tony Pearce says research shows that there are more 
boaties on the water than ever before and as a result boating safety is increas-
ingly important. 
 
“Prep your boat, check your gear and know the rules before hitting the water is 
our advice for safer boating this summer.  By doing this you will know your 
boat is working well, that you have all the right safety gear on board and that 
you are not taking unnecessary risks on the water.” 
 
“As part of checking your gear it’s vital you have sufficient lifejackets for eve-
ryone on board.  But rather than just tucking them up the front I can’t stress 
enough how important it is you actually wear them.  Each year there are be-
tween 20 to 30 boating fatalities and it’s likely that two-thirds of these fatalities 
could have been avoided if lifejackets had been worn” he says.   
 
For more information on how to be safe on the water check out 
www.boprc.govt.nz/harbourmaster  
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Insert Horrill Cleaning Services half 
page 

Insert Telfer Marine half page 

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICES 
 

Cliff  and Rosemary Horrill 
Phone: 07 345 9468   Cell: 027 906 6768 

 
 

Bach, Holiday Home Owners 
 

Is your home, bach or holiday home left untidy or dirty? 
 

Do you need your place to be professionally presented for new guests 
or for sale? 

 
Are you displeased with your current cleaner’s standards? 

 

Give us a call! 
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“Helping to prevent pests from going where they haven’t gone before” 
 

Unlike the heroes of the original Star Treks, Regional Council’s Biosecurity 
team are not on a mission to seek out new life and new civilizations in strange 
new worlds; or more precisely waterways.  Instead, this team along with Fish 
and Game and the Department of Conservation, are doing their very best to en-
sure freshwater pests are not spread to new waterways.  
 

Biosecurity Officer Hamish Lass says freshwater pests are spread via boat, 
trailers or gear. 
 

“Rotorua lakes are largely free of freshwater pests that haunt other New Zea-
land waterways and are working hard to keep it that way.  A single fragment of 
weed can transfer the eggs of a pest fish or cause a new infestation of aquatic 
weeds.  Once established, these weeds can spread rapidly and destroy the envi-
ronmental, recreational and aesthetic values of our waterways.  I can't stress 
enough the importance of always cleaning your boat, trailer and gear at the end 
of the day and especially between waterways." 
 

"The best rule of thumb is to treat all water as if it does have pests and all new 
waterways as if they don't.  It may sound obvious, but each summer we catch 
boaties and anglers ignoring the rules and transporting weeds.  The impact of 
introducing these pest fish and plant species is significant and a major issue for 
our resource and natural heritage." 
 

For more information on freshwater pests check out www.boprc.govt.nz/
freshwaterpests   
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INSERT THOMPSONS LAWNMOW-
ERS HALF PAGE 

■ CHAINSAWS 
■ LAWNMOWERS
■ REEL MOWERS
■ RIDE-ON MOWERS
■ LINE TRIMMERS
■ SCRUB CUTTERS 
■ FORESTRY PRUNING EQUIPMENT
■ ROTARY HOES
■ GENERATORS
■ BLOWER/VACS
■ WATER BLASTERS & PUMPS  
■ SPLITTERS & CHIPPERS

Corner Old Taupo & Sunset Rd, P O Box 10119, Rotorua, info@thompsonmowers.co.nz, P: 07 3484441 F: 07 3492944

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

20162016

Sales and service of outdoor power equipment. 
Rotorua agents for Husqvarna outdoor power equipment  
including chainsaws, trimmers, ride-on mowers and more.

Also stock and service - Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda  
power products. Briggs & Stratton and Robyn Engines.

WE SERVICE REPAIR AND SHARPEN  
ALL MAKES AND MODELS
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Where has the year gone?  Already we have our vessels out doing patrol duties 
and it seems like only yesterday we were analysing the 2015/2016 events! 
 
The good news is that we have had some dramatic changes in the right direc-
tion for the 2016/2017 boating season.  From now until December 19th we will 
have a vessel on the water every day.  After December 19th we will have 3 ves-
sels out to cover as much of the Rotorua region as possible.  We want all skip-
pers to be aware that we are out there, we are going to be checking vessels and 
where we believe it is dangerous, we will be issuing infringement notices. 
 
To remove any dispute that may arise each vessel has someone on board with a 
camera that records the transaction between the alleged offender and the En-
forcement Officer.  This is similar to what the police use and does have great 
benefits.  A camera does three things:  To date it has been proven it reduces the 
abuse and threats of violence made to our Enforcement Officers.  It clearly 
shows the offender and what was said and it helps us to improve our training in 
interaction with the boating public.  
 
As with other years we have our Honorary Wardens out there who assist in 
boating education as well as having the ability to issue a Breach of Bylaw No-
tice.  For many years now we have had Mike and Sandra Goodwin on our team 
and their dedication to this role is gratefully appreciated.  Welcome back Mike 
and Sandra, we hope you have a peaceful season at Lake Ōkāreka. 
 
Our new system of our Call Centre number is proving a great asset.  Remember 
if you see something that is dangerous or something that you are concerned 
about let us know.  Simply dial 0800 5 KNOTS (0800-556687)  If it’s an emer-
gency please call 111 so that emergency services can be deployed. 
 
This is a 24 hour, 7 day operation that contacts the Duty Officer who can then 
endeavour to take the appropriate action.  We can’t get to everything but we are 
sure going to try.   
 
From the Bay of Plenty Regional Council Maritime team we wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year and may your boating be safe and fun for all 
involved. 
 

Regards 
Ross Powell 
Senior Maritime Officer 

MARITIME UPDATE—DECEMBER 2016 
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 Puarenga Waka Ama World Championship Journey 
 
From Lake Okareka, Rotorua to the Sunshine Coast, Australia.  This is the sto-
ry of a group of boys who chased their dreams to become world champions.  
On the 20th January 2016, six boys from Te Au Rere Waka Ama Club, compet-
ed in the national sprint championships, held at Lake Karapiro, hoping to quali-
fy to represent New Zealand (Aotearoa) in the Va a World Sprint Regatta to be 
held at Lake Kawana, Sunshine Coast Australia. 
 
After a year long campaign of fitness training, on water training and paddling, 
it was all to compete to qualify for the World Championships Waka Ama event. 
The team had spent the bulk of their Christmas holidays in training camps pre-
paring for this event early mornings on the water, resting in between various 
regimes, and focusing on the task before them. 
 
At nationals they qualified for the J16 Men's 500-metre sprint final scooping 
bronze, a placing that qualified them for a place in the Worlds.  Their next race 
was the W12 500-metre sprint, which alongside the other J16 club team saw 
them come in fourth place.  Their third and final race was the 1000-metre, 
which saw them cross the line in second place.  However, a missed buoy on the 
final turn saw them disqualified.  From there so began more trainings, fitness 
and gym work to prepare them for their first World Sprints championships. 
 
On Saturday the 7th May 2016, the team, a reserve paddler, coaches Ted Sweet, 
Turi Eparaima and a small group of supporters headed over to the World 
Champs on the Sunshine Coast, Australia.  The first race for them was the W12 
500-metre sprint.  They had to paddle with another New Zealand team from 
Whakatangi to make up the twelve paddlers needed.  We were able to paddle 
seven of our boys in this team.  
 
After making progression into the finals, the pressure was on.  It was do-or-die 
time.  There were a lot of nerves, well wishers, fingers crossed and what a race 
it was.  The team managed third in the final and in doing so picked up a World's 
bronze medal!!  It was a very proud moment, after witnessing months of train-
ing, commitment and hard sweat.  It was a true testament to all the work each 
boy had put in.  Months of fundraising, planning and meetings had finally paid 
off. 
 
In their second race of the regatta they progressed to the finals for the W6 500-
metre.  This race was labelled as "The Race of the Meeting".  Final results saw 
only one second between first place and the boys who came in fifth.  There was 
no doubt that all the teams who lined up in that final deserved to be there.  
What an awesome experience it was to have been a part of the campaign.  It is 
the first time any of our boys had represented their club and country at such a 
high level.  A big thanks to our coaches, team management, Te Au Rere Waka 
Ama Committee and Club members, our sponsors and of course our whanau. 
We achieved what we did because of your support.  
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Te Au Rere Waka Ama Club 
 
Te Au Rere Waka Ama Club maintains individuality through leading, teaching 
and nurturing our Tamariki / Members in Waka Ama as well as incorporating 
and practicing Whanaungatanga, Manaakitanga and Respect.  As a united 
group, Te Au Rere Waka Ama Club will strive forward, reflect and achieve re-
sults together. 
 

We are now well into our 2016/17 season to compete as a club in the upcom-
ing 2016 regional and 2017 national sprint championships.  All paddlers will 
begin their on and off water regimes with the majority of the training being 
held at Lake Okareka.  The club will continue to support our paddlers at a na-
tional competitive level.  For those paddlers who wish to compete on an inter-
national level, future goals for the club include competing at the next world 
sprint championships in Tahiti 2018.  
 

We were established in 2000 and based at Boyes Beach, Lake Okareka. 
 
We have 10 x W6 Waka, 6 x W1 Waka and 2 x W2 Waka and life jackets avail-
able in all sizes and paddles.  We welcome all ages of paddlers. 
 
Position  Name   Cell Phone Email 
Chairperson  Ray Pou Poasa  027 2626124 buckalea@hotmail.com 
Club Captain Lorraine Hall  0272953305 lozahall@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Turi Eparaima  027 4976572 
Secretary Maree Ulale  021 2631 671 mareeulale@gmail.com  
 

For all inquiries please contact Lorraine Hall contact details above. 

INSERT IAN BOWYER HALF 
PAGE 

Clear PVC drop curtains 
Boat Covers 
Trailer Covers 

Shade Sails 
Sandpit Covers 
Tent Repairs etc 
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 FAMILY AND FRIENDS AT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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Across New Zealand, DOC will be undertaking wasp control using bait stations 
which has proven very effective in recent trials.  The Department of Conserva-
tion Rotorua District Office is planning to carry out wasp control on several ar-
eas of public conservation land around the Rotorua lakes in January and Febru-
ary 2017.  A copy of the fact sheet and the map of the exact locations will be 
posted in the Acacia Road Reserve Lake Okareka Community Noticeboard and 
in the Noticeboard at the Lake Okareka Community Hall.  

A bait station control operation will be undertaken using Fipronil, also known 
as Vespex or Xtinguish.  The active ingredient in the bait is extremely toxic to 
wasps however it poses a very low risk to mammals, birds and humans.  The 
bait is made up of sardine cat food, which does not attract bees.  Bait stations 
are yellow and set at 1.5m above ground to exclude non-target animals like we-
ka.  

This method has been trialled under strict research conditions in Nelson Lakes 
and proven to reduce wasp populations and cause little adverse effect to other 
species.  Bait stations only need to be filled once in summer and all remaining 
bait is removed after three to eight days.  

Near the end of summer, late January/February, wasps are known to switch 
their diet to include protein.  The wasp control operation will involve lacing 
protein based bait with the insecticide Fipronil, also known as Vespex or Xtin-
guish.  Worker wasps will collect the bait from strategically placed bait stations 
and take it back to the nest where it poisons the entire colony within a short pe-
riod.  Any remaining bait is removed from the bait station within eight days, 
please see the attached factsheet for more information.  

We will be using volunteers to assist us with this work. If you are interested, 
please get in touch with one of the DOC rangers listed below.  

If you would like to discuss any aspect of what is proposed, then please contact 
one of these DOC rangers, Colette Wi on 027 7681775 or Bex Newland on 07 
349 8227, at the Rotorua Department of Conservation office. 

Nga mihi 
Colette Wi 
Supervisor, Recreation/Historic 
Kaitauawhi, Āo Hākinakina / Āo Tuku Iho 

WASP CONTROL ON PUBLIC CONSERVATION LAND 
IN THE ROTORUA LAKES AREA 
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We are going through the normal spring and early summer quiet period with not 
many catches.  Our stats to date since September 2013 are: 

We have not been idle and have been looking at new ways to attract and kill 
predators.  After listening to a radio program the other week we heard about a 
trapping outfit called Zero Invasive Predators (ZIP) who extended the length of 
their traps to make them more tunnel like.  Evidently this doubled the catch 
rate.  Not wishing to expend time and money we have modified a couple of 
traps using some spare down pipe. 

We are waiting to see if we have the same success as the ZIP guys. 

We have also got hold of some specific baits for rats and stoats and have been 
trialling these in place of the usual peanut butter. 

LOCA has approved the purchase of new traps and these will be deployed on a 
new trap line along the Boyes Beach wetland. 

If you have any questions, suggestions or wish to help please contact Mike 
Vincent on 0274 781 899. 

Man hours 452 
Rats 721 
Hedgehogs 125 
Mustelids 28 
Cats 2 

PREDATOR TRAPPING 
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 INSERT VETRO FULL PAGE 

MEDITERRANEAN FOODS

ALL THOSE HARD TO FIND INGREDIENTS 
AT EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

1131 Amohau Street, Rotorua 
Ph: 07 346 0081
Email: jen@vetrorotorua.co.nz
www.vetro.co.nz
Open 6 days &
7 days over the 
summer

VetroRotorua



31         The Newsletter  

This spring a Kaka (Nestor meridionalis) has been visiting Lake Okareka.  If 
you live in the Summit, Branch and Ridge roads area you may will have heard 
the bird if not seen him. 

We have been entertained by this 
noisy and comical bird that would 
spend time with the neighbours chick-
ens and also seems to do an awful lot 
of things upside down.   

Kaka are another of our endemic birds 
that is under threat. The female is very 
vulnerable when nesting and requires 
a predator-free environment for suc-
cessful breeding. 

Mike Vincent 

ANOTHER COOL BIRD VISITS LAKE OKAREKA 

Kaka on bamboo 

Kaka in Puriri Tree 



The Newsletter 32 

Work continues on the Lake Okareka Walking Track from Boyes beach to the 
DOC camp.  The public can walk and take push chairs on the track.  The track 
is not yet open for wheel chairs or mobility scooters - a lot more work has to be 
done on the track before these can come to be used here.  Please be mindful 
that the track is not totally completed and you will be using it at your own risk. 
The track surface where there is no gravel laid, can get quite muddy and slip-
pery in places, especially after rain.  Take care. 
You could also meet LOCA volunteers working along the track, putting in tim-
ber edging or spreading gravel.  Just ask them if you can walk through where 
they are working.  They will advise you when it is safe and okay for you to 
walk through. 
Working Bees on the track will continue over the summer and all offers of help 
are gratefully received.  I usually send out an email a few days before a work-
ing bee - if you would like your email address added to the data base for these 
working bees please let me know - email: sgoodwin@actrix.co.nz or phone 362 
8865. 
We would just like to acknowledge a few different businesses and groups who 
have been extremely supportive of this project and say a huge thank you to: 

Rotorua Quarries (for all of the free track 
gravel) 
Terry Moore and T.W. Moore for the cart-
age of the gravel from the quarry to the 
pile near the Te Waiariki Purea Trust 
(TWPT) recreation shed.  
Thank you to TWPT (Mark Gattens and 
Laurie Durand) for allowing us to have a 
metal heap near their shed. 
TWPT for allowing us to have a container in their compound, which in 
turn allows us to safely store equipment and materials. 
The various funding agencies who supported the project financially: First 
Sovereign Trust Ltd $5000; Four Winds Foundation Ltd - $10,000, The 
Southern Trust $20,000 and Rotorua Energy Charitable Trust $50,000. 
John Owen and Owen Builders team for the excellent workmanship on the 
board walks and platforms that they have created for the walking track 
Lake Okareka Rural Fire Force volunteers who unloaded a trailer load of 
timber track edging by the paddle shed - and then a few weeks later they 
carried the same track edging timber into near the middle of the Lake 
Okareka walking track. 
Piako Tractors and Mike Rodgers who gave us a really good deal on the 
small tractor when it was purchased. Since then the tractor has had it's 50 
hour service and check over - outstanding service - thank you!  
Prescott Trailers, Te Puke who custom built the trailer to cart gravel and 
tools - its working really well! 

LAKE OKAREKA WALKING TRACK—DECEMBER 2016 
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A huge amount of thanks must also go to Brian Law, the track building supervi-
sor.  Brian lives at Owhata and spends many of his waking hours out here at 
Lake Okareka when he is not at his full time job!  He has been working tire-
lessly on the new walking track.  We are very fortunate to have someone with 
his knowledge, vision and understanding of track building, involved with this 
project.  Brian has given up all of his holidays this year to work on the new 
walking track.  He also helps with Landcare Okareka projects and Working 
Bees.  
Brian has been assisted in this track building work by Mike Goodwin.  Togeth-
er Brian and Mike have put in hundreds of hours of work.  As well as track 
building, Mike also carries out a huge amount of other volunteer work in the 
Lake Okareka catchment, including a lot of pest weed control around the lake 
margins and in other reserves - and also a considerable amount of pest animal 
control work.  All of this work is in support of both Landcare Okareka and Ro-
torua branch of Forest & Bird. 
And finally "a BIG shout out" to all of the volunteers and supporters who have 
assisted in any way with the creation of the Lake Okareka walking track.  Phys-
ical work on the track began back in October 2014 when volunteers started 
clearing the route from DOC camp to Boyes beach.  Many volunteers have 
helped to lay geotextiles and then gravel on the new track; many other volun-
teers have helped with managing the DOC camp - the proceeds of which have 
helped with paying for Owen Builders for the timber constructed boardwalk 
sections.  Money from the 
camp contract has also pur-
chased all kinds of other track 
building materials, including 
drainage pipes, hundreds of 
metres of timber edging and 
geo textiles.  This has been a 
very large project involving 
many hundreds of volunteer 
hours. 
It is great to see the track be-
ing so well used already - and 
much appreciated by those 
using it.  Many people using 
the track make lots of really 
positive comments to those working on the track.  Remember to take care when 
you do use it.  We all look forward to the time when the track is fully complet-
ed, officially opened and people of all mobility levels (wheel chairs, mobility 
scooters) will be able to use the new Lake Okareka walking track. 
Sandra Goodwin 

Jenny Grace (left) and Brian Law (right)
putting down geo textile cloth on the track
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www.chrissmithglass.co.nz
91 Riri Street, Rotorua info@chrissmithglass.co.nz

• Splash Backs
• Frameless Showers
• Window Maintenance
• Mirrors
• Window Tinting
• Glass Balustrades
• Retro Fit Double Glazing  
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Thank you to everyone who has been rat baiting over the last few months.  
There is still rat bait available and it is a very good idea to keep the bait stations 
stocked up to help protect nesting and fledgling bird life over the next couple of 
months. 

Ditrac rat bait provided by Bay of Plenty Regional Council is once again availa-
ble to individual property owners to support enhancing the biodiversity at Lake 
Okareka.  We are especially interested in getting even more lakeside properties 
involved with rat bait stations.  We believe that we are seeing the benefit of both 
the rat bait programme on private land as well as the trapping programme in the 
lakeside reserve areas.  If you are interested to have a bait station on your prop-
erty, but maybe feel that you do not come to your property often enough to keep 
the bait station full, please contact us.  We may be able to work out a partnering 
system with someone who lives here permanently, and is prepared to keep your 
bait station filled. 

Ditrac is a poison, and care must be taken when using it. 

How to Use Ditrac Bait: 
It is recommended that bait be fed in a type of bait station, fitted with a locating 
rod, that does not allow the rats to carry baits away to be stored.  The baits have 
holes in them and they thread onto the rod.  Rats and mice eat the bait in the 
bait station.  The bait station protects the bait from the weather.  It means also 
that bait cannot be eaten by non-target species such as birds, dogs, cats and chil-
dren. 

Bait stations are available by contacting Mike and Sandra Goodwin 362 8865 
or email sgoodwin@actrix.co.nz.  We have a new type of lockable bait station, like a 
small suitcase.  They also have locating pins for the bait.  Cost of these is $20. 

Do you have a bait station already?  That's great if you do.  When you col-
lect your bait you will need to confirm your name and address and the address 
of the bait station.  We need to update our data base about bait stations and 
where they are located throughout Okareka – and many thanks to everyone who 
has done this so far. 

How do I get bait now?  Bait is available in labelled, zip lock bags, contain-
ing 12 rat baits.  This is enough bait to fill one bait station 2 times during a 
month.  Bait stations should usually not be filled more than twice during a 
month, otherwise you are wasting bait and feeding potentially dead rats and 
mice. 

If you require the bait or a lockable bait station for  $20, please contact 
Mike and Sandra Goodwin phone 362 8865, 2 Pryce Road or Rod Stace phone 
362 8523, 30 Summit Road. 

Please phone first to arrange a suitable time to collect bait or a bait station. 

RAT BAIT AND BAIT STATIONS—SUMMER 2016 
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Since the previous report in September 2016 Landcare 
Okareka volunteers have completed plantings for 2016 
winter time, and have done various tidying up working 
bees on reserves around Lake Okareka.  The garden at 

the end of Acacia Road along with Taumaihi Reserve and track got a good tidy 
up - pruning back and weeding.  If you haven't been out to the Taumaihi Re-
serve at the end of Aca-
cia Road do go and 
check it out over sum-
mer - it is looking real-
ly smart.  A great place 
for a picnic! 
The start of the Lake 
Okareka walkway and 
the parking area also 
got a really good tidy 
up with lots of pruning 
to allow mowers to get 
all of the grass when 
they mow.  Thanks to 
local Acacia Road resi-
dent Gary O'Donnell 
for mowing the car 
park area at times dur-
ing this year.  The Millar Road DOC camp roadway and camping area also got 
a really good tidy up and prune back prior to the busy summer season.  Poten-
tial fire wood was also removed.  The Hall and toilet gardens have also been 
checked and weeded and trimmed where required. 
Unfortunately some of the Landcare Okareka volunteers feel very let down by 
the lack of efficient and effective standards of service delivery coming from 
Rotorua Contracting (RotCon), now that it has become a CCO of Council.  This 
is especially evident with the Lake Okareka Walkway and the mowing regime 
there.  No mowing had been done on the walkway from since before Easter. 
There should have been a complete mow done before Queen's Birthday week-
end.  That didn't happen - and nor did any mowing get done before Labour 
Weekend! LO has an MOU with RDC and we expect that RDC will keep to 
their side of the agreement  - which is at least one mow of the walkway before 
long weekends - Easter, Queen's birthday weekend, Labour Weekend, Christ-
mas/New Year and Waitangi Day weekend, if there has been lots of rain and 
grass growth over the summer.  LO volunteers certainly do their part - and then 
some!  And then the standard of the mowing of the walkway that did get done, 
sure left a lot to be desired.  Let's hope that the RotCon reserves mowing team 
will be more on to it when they come again - and hopefully that will be before 
Christmas 2016! 

LANDCARE OKAREKA REPORT—DECEMBER 2016 

LO volunteers Steve Lawrence & Cathy Lines tidying 
up and planting at the end of Acacia Road 
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The other disappointment with service delivery is with RLC staff themselves - 
the walkway is still waiting for repairs to be made to the toilet roof, which has 
leaked from more or less day one, and repairs to the shade shelter roof, which 
was vandalised at some time over the winter.  Likewise everyone is waiting for 
many of the flaxes to be removed from along the fenceline and track - they 
short out the electric fence on Playne's farm and also need trimming back from 
the walkway itself - the long leaves can trip people up.  More of this flax re-
moval was supposed to have been done by a Council contractor last summer. 
Trimming flax leaves back from the walkway is not a favourite task for volun-
teers, although we have done quite a lot of this over the years. 
The pest animal trapping project (to protect the wetland birds) around the lake 
margins continues, with Landcare Okareka holding the permit from DOC to 
carry out this trapping.  Over 700 rats have now been trapped since this project 
began just over 3 years ago.  The LOCA Committee has approved the purchase 
of another 25 DOC 200 traps and boxes from the DOC camp fees.  This takes 
the total number of trap and boxes to just over 100.  A new trapping line to be 
managed by some LO volunteers in relation to the Millar Road wetland will be 
established soon.  We also have some live cat traps which LOCA purchased 
that get deployed when wild cats are noticed in the area.  Thank you to every-
one who helps with this project - and the rewards are seeing the young birds 
hatching from the various wetland bird species that live around Lake Okareka. 
Landcare Okareka will be carrying out a wetland inventory for the Millar Road 
wetland over the summer.  There is already a vegetation list that was prepared 
by John Hobbs and Paul Cashmore from Rotorua Botanical Society for the 
Walking Track Assessment of Environmental Effects.  This list may require a 
little updating.  A volunteer has taken some photographs from a high vantage 
point, of the wetland area.  We would also like to check on the state of play of 
the koaro native fish that were found in the wetland area a few years ago by NI-
WA, BOPRC and DOC scientists.  Spotless crake have definitely been seen and 
heard in the wetland, and bittern have been heard "booming" in the wetland.  
All of this work needs to be done before LO volunteers can start on further 
weed and animal pest control work and maybe also some enrichment planting, 
in the wetland area, in future years. 
Many thanks to everyone who has come to help with Landcare Okareka work-
ing bees throughout 2016 - your help is most appreciated.  Thank you also to 
all of those volunteers who help with the pest animal trapping project.  Thank 
you to the staff from DOC and BOPRC who have offered technical advice and 
support throughout the year.  
I hope everyone has a safe and happy festive season.  See you all back at LO 
Working Bees in 2017!  Watch out for the sign boards! 
Sandra Goodwin 
Secretary, Landcare Okareka 
Phone 362 8865  or email sgoodwin@actrix.co.nz
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rentals made easy.

bachcare.co.nz0800 42 22 42



39         The Newsletter  

Insert Cathy Lines December 
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As no doubt many of you will have noticed all of the old blue 44 gallon drums 
at the Rotorua Lakes Council reserves are being replaced (at last!) by different 
types of bins. One is the stained timber slatted enclosures around either 1 single 
general rubbish bin or in banks of 3 bins. 
 
One bin in the banks of 3 is for general rubbish, one is for recycling (plastic, 
cardboard, paper, aluminium cans, etc), and one is for glass. 

 
The other is 1 or 2 large 
bins with red lids for 
general rubbish, for re-
serve users, held in 
place by a metal frame. 
 
There is some restriction 
in all these examples on 
the size of rubbish that 
can be disposed of into 
the bins at reserves.  The 
lids do not open very far 
or there is a fixed lid 
over the top of the bin.   
 
 

This is to discourage residents and visitors staying here from being able to put 
large rubbish sacks of household waste into these bins.  Household rubbish 
from residential addresses should be going out into the weekly collection, and 
not placed in or beside the reserve rubbish bins. 

NEW RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS AT COUNCIL RESERVES 

Steep Street reserve—a new timber slatted enclo-
sure for litter from reserve users 

Lake Okareka Walkway: car park— a single general 
rubbish/litter bin held in place by a metal frame 
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Insert Lakes Contracting half 
page 

Insert LOCA ad Feb 2014 half 
page 

LAKES CONTRACTING 
LAWNS,    TREE REMOVAL,    CHIPPING,    RETAINING WALLS,    GENERAL 
SECTION MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT 

Trees getting out of control!! 

We can trim or remove troublesome trees, with our 
new commercial sized chipper. 

Convert most of your trees into useful compost 
under your trees and on your garden. 

Earle, Scott and Debbie Morris 

253 Spencer Road, RD5 , Lake Tarawera 

Phone:  (07) 362 8278 

 

 

Email: silver-fox@xtra.co.nz  
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INSERT LOCA AD FEB2014 (HALF PAGE) 

INSERT LAKE OKAREKA RATEPAYERS 
NEWSLETTER SEPT 2015 PDF HALF 
PAGE 

Sell with Bayleys and take o�.
You could earn Airpoints Dollars when you sell your property 
with Bayleys. For more information go to bayleys.co.nz/airpoints 
or call Jenny Donne on 027 385 0566 or 07 349 5356, 
or email jenny.donne@bayleys.co.nz.

.

Terms and Conditions Apply. Licensed under the REAA 2008.

 
 
 

REGISTERED PROPERTY VALUERS 
Since 1974 

 Commercial & Industrial 
 Residential (including insurance) 
 Lakes 
 Lifestyle & Rural 

 
Trinity House, 1268 Haupapa Street, Rotorua 

PO Box 2081 
ph: 07 347 6001   email: info@CGJ.co.nz 

www.valuersrotorua.com 
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INSERT LAKE OKAREKA NEWSLETTER DE-
CEMBER 2016 HALF PAGE 

EVENT LAKE, RESERVE AND ROAD CLOSURES FROM DECEMBER 2016 TO APRIL 2017 

Mobile Library Service 
The Rotorua Public Library mobile bus visits Lake Okareka every 2nd 
Monday from 2.00pm to 2.45pm stopping outside the fire station on 
Okareka Loop Rd. 

The mobile library carries a good selection of 
fiction and non-fiction books for all ages, in-
cluding large print, magazines and children’s 
jigsaws.  Special requests can be made for 
talking books, music CD’s and cassettes, 
DVDs and videos and specific subjects.  The 
mobile librarian is happy to discuss ways to 
improve their service.  Contact the library on 
348 4177 for more information. 

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
 

In the interests of public safety, permits to hunt in the Lake Okareka Scenic 
Reserve will no longer allow hunting between last week of November through 
to the first week of February inclusive.  For further details, please contact 
Maurice Wilke at the Department of Conservation.  
 

Caraline Abbott (Bsc) 
Supervisor, Community | Kaitauawhi, Āo Hāpori 
Department of Conservation -Te Papa Atawhai 
99 Sala St | P O Box  1146 Rotorua 3040 
DDI 07 3497408- VPN 6408  
Conservation for prosperity - Tiakina te taiao, kia puawai 
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For Lake Okareka residents and those coming to holiday here in a house in the 
settlement, make sure you put your wheelie bins or rubbish bags out early for 
the Monday collection.  Also check the calendar in the little booklet that came 
with the wheelie bins for which week is for recycling.  
 
If you can't find the booklet or have forgotten which week is for recycling as 
well as rubbish, check the Rotorua Lakes Council website - it's really useful!  
www.rotorualakescouncil.nz - then click on "Rubbish & Recycling".  This will 
take you to a map of the district which is colour coded to tell you which day is 
collection day for your area. Monday is the day for Lake Okareka area. 
 
You can then either type in your address or click on your area on the map and 
the page will tell you two weeks ahead which is the Rubbish Only Day (red lid-
ded bin)  and which week is both Rubbish (red bin) and Recycling (yellow lid-
ded bin and blue container for glass). 
 
Please do not over fill your blue glass only container.  If you do have a lot of 
glass to recycle, please take it to the Tarawera Road Transfer Station which is 
open all week for recycling and rubbish bags that have been missed.  There are 
lots of skips for rubbish bags (Tarawera has no actual collection - roads are too 
narrow for the large trucks). 
 
Opening hours for Tarawera Recy-
cling and Refuse Centre are Thurs-
days 1pm to 4.30pm or Sundays 
1pm to 4.30pm.  The centre is for 
larger quantities, car boot loads or 
trailer loads of household rubbish or 
garden waste.  There is a charge for 
this - the Rotorua Lakes Council 
website also has the details of these 
prices. 
 
You can still recycle materials e.g. 
large amounts of cardboard or glass or larger electronic or other appliances (at 
a price) at the Rotorua Recycling Centre.  This is situated at 24 Te Ngae Road, 
opposite Countdown.  Prices for disposing of electronic goods, etc are also on 
the RLC website. 
 
Please do not dump any household or garden waste along roadsides or in any 
reserves.  There are plenty of facilities and services that you can use to dispose 
of your waste effectively and responsibly.  Please help to keep the Rotorua 
lakes district clean and tidy. 

RESIDENTIAL RUBBISH AND RECYCLING COLLECTION 

Tarawera Road Recycling and Refuse 
Centre 
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NEW RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS AT COUNCIL RESERVES 

Steep Street reserve—a new timber slatted enclo-
sure for litter from reserve users 

Lake Okareka Walkway: car park— a single general 
rubbish/litter bin held in place by a metal frame 

Dear  S anta

I 've  been  good ,  I 've  worke d  h ard ,  I 've  sold  all  my  li st ings,  
so......

Please  put  some  hou ses  f or  me  to  sell  in  my  S anta  sack.

C all  C athy
021  033  7707
Lic ense d  S alesp er son  REA A  2008

All  I  w ant  f or  C hri stmas  i s  my  

two  front  t eeth.....NO T !!!

c athy@rotoru aprop erty.c o.nz
www.rotoru af ir stnational.c o.nz

C athy  Lines
L ake  O kareka  &  L ake  Taraw era  Sp eci ali st
M:  021  033  7707
DDI:  07  349  8088

R otoru a  Fir st  N ational
1280  Puku atu a  Street ,  R otoru a  
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INSERT LAKE OKAREKA NEWSLETTER DE-
CEMBER 2016 HALF PAGE 

EVENT LAKE, RESERVE AND ROAD CLOSURES FROM DECEMBER 2016 TO APRIL 2017 

Mobile Library Service 
The Rotorua Public Library mobile bus visits Lake Okareka every 2nd 
Monday from 2.00pm to 2.45pm stopping outside the fire station on 
Okareka Loop Rd. 

The mobile library carries a good selection of 
fiction and non-fiction books for all ages, in-
cluding large print, magazines and children’s 
jigsaws.  Special requests can be made for 
talking books, music CD’s and cassettes, 
DVDs and videos and specific subjects.  The 
mobile librarian is happy to discuss ways to 
improve their service.  Contact the library on 
348 4177 for more information. 

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
 

In the interests of public safety, permits to hunt in the Lake Okareka Scenic 
Reserve will no longer allow hunting between last week of November through 
to the first week of February inclusive.  For further details, please contact 
Maurice Wilke at the Department of Conservation.  
 

Caraline Abbott (Bsc) 
Supervisor, Community | Kaitauawhi, Āo Hāpori 
Department of Conservation -Te Papa Atawhai 
99 Sala St | P O Box  1146 Rotorua 3040 
DDI 07 3497408- VPN 6408  
Conservation for prosperity - Tiakina te taiao, kia puawai 

 
EVENT LAKE, RESERVE AND ROAD CLOSURES 

DECEMBER 16 TO APRIL 17 
 

Start 
Date 

End  
Date Event 

 
Location 

 
Reserve  Road Closure / Usage 

17/12/16  17/12/16 Rotorua Half Ironman Lake Tikitapu and 
surrounding roads Lake Tikitapu 

Road usage is required. Cyclists will be on Tarawera Rd between 
Blue Lake and Lynmore. At approx 6am the cycle section starts and 

heads out to Rotoma then returns via Iles and Selwyn roads. 
Cyclists should be off the road by 12:30pm.  Runners are on 

Tarawera Road between Blue Lake and Te Mu Rd. 

20/1/17 22/1/17 Blue Lake Rowing Regatta Lake Tikitapu  
Lake Tikitapu 

Reserve and DOC 
Reserve 

There will be traffic control (signs/marshals) on Tarawera Rd by 
Lake Tikitapu.  Traffic control in place both days from 6am until 

5pm. 

28/1/17 29/1/17 Blue Lake Multisport 
Weekend Lake Tikitapu  Lake Tikitapu 

Reserve 

Temporary closure of roads. From each intersection of Okareka 
Loop Road, southerly direction only (a detour will be in place) 

8:30am - 10:00am 

11/02/17 11/02/17 Tarawera Ultramarathon 

No lake closure or use 
100k, 50+ mile (85km) or 

60km trail ultra. distance run 
from Rotorua to Kawerau 

Boyes Beach 

No road closure required.  
There will however be runners on Tarawera Rd by Lake Tikitapu, 
then on Okareka Loop Rd, Calder Rd, Okareka Loop Rd, Steep St  

and Millar Rd. Approx times 6:30 - 7:30am. 

18/02/07 18/02/17 NZ Ocean Series – Legend 
of the Lake Lake Tikitapu   

25/02/17 25/02/17 NZ Water Ski Racing 
Association  Lake Tikitapu Lake Tikitapu 

Reserve No road closure required 

26/03/17 31/03/17 
National Secondary 
School Waka Ama 

Regatta 
Lake Tikitapu Lake Tikitapu 

Reserve  

This event will be using the Rotorua Ski Club.  
There will be event and traffic turning signs on Tarawera Rd.  Lake 

Tikitapu Reserve is used for parking each day 

08/04/17 08/04/17 XTERRA Rotorua Festival Lake Tikitapu Lake Tikitapu 
Reserve 

There is a full road closure of Tarawera Rd between each end of 
Okareka Loop Rd, 6am - 5:30pm.  Runners / Walkers on Tarawera 
Rd, 8am, between Lake Tikitapu and Green / Blue Lake Lookout. 

This section of road is closed for 5 minutes.  
 

Rotorua District Council manages all reserve booking for events that happen in Rotorua. They also meet regularly with the BOP Regional Council to discuss and coordinate 
events happening close to and on all of the lakes in the region. Both organisations appreciate the impact events can have on the location they are held, both positive and 
negative. If you have feedback that you would like to offer or you wish to discuss events happening in your area, please contact the Events Manager on 073518654 or by 
emailing major.events@rdc.govt.nz 
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For all your building  

requirements: 
New builds 
House alterations 
Decks & sheds 

 

Insert LOCA Business Card 
HON TODD MCCLAY
MP FOR ROTORUA

ELECTORATE OFFICE CONTACT  
A 1301 Amohau Street | P 07 348 5613 | 
E RotoruaMP@parliament.govt.nz 

Authorised by Todd McClay, 1301 Amohau Street, Rotorua.
www.national.org.nz

www.national.org.nz

www.national.org.nz

www.national.org.nz
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Lake Okareka Community Assn Annual General Meeting 
(LOCA AGM) 

Sunday 12th February 2017 from 10 am 
in the Lake Okareka Community Hall 

All property owners and people living at Lake Okareka are welcome to attend 
 
Nominations for LOCA Committee 
We are encouraging nominations from the Lake Okareka community for the po-
sitions of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer or as one of the 10 Committee 
members.  We would like these nominations to be in the hands of the LOCA 
Secretary by Friday 10th February 2017, as required by the LOCA Constitu-
tion.  Nominees and their nominator and seconder must all be financial mem-
bers of LOCA at the date of the AGM. 
If you have a matter that you would like discussed at the LOCA AGM, please 
feel welcome to come along and raise it at the AGM.  Alternatively, if you are 
unable to attend the meeting, please contact the Chairman Geoff Palmer 362 
8379 or any of the Committee members – names and contact details are inside 
front cover of “The Newsletter” and pass on the matter(s) you would like 
raised. 
 

Lake Okareka Community Association Inc.(LOCA) 
Nomination Form for LOCA Committee 2016 

 
Name of Person Nominated for LOCA Committee 
 
___________________________________________________ 
(this person must be a current financial member of LOCA) 
 
Position nominated for: Chairperson/Secretary/Treasurer/Committee member 
 
Contact details : 
 
Address:______________________________________   
 
Phone:_________________   Email:________________________ 

 
Nominated by: 
____________________________________________________ 
(this person must be a current financial member of LOCA) 
 
Seconded by: 
_____________________________________________________ 
(this person must be a current financial member of LOCA) 
 
Please post or hand form to the Secretary by the 10th February 2017 to LOCA 
Secretary, 2 Pryce Road, Lake Okareka RD5, Rotorua 3076. 
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BEE SWARMS 
If you see a swarm hanging, please let 
me know because these creatures are 
having a hard time.  A normal colony 
will produce about $700 worth of hon-
ey in a season so they are precious 
apart from the pollination they do. 
Please call Bryan on 3628224 or 
0272224623. 

  

LOCA is planning to print a new edition of the Lake Okareka Phone Book in 
early 2017.  Carol Christian-Price manages this large project, assisted by 
other LOCA volunteers.  Many people living at Lake Okareka did update their 
contact details with LOCA earlier this year.  Thank you for that.  However, if 
you do not think we have your most up-to-date phone numbers and other con-
tact details, please let Carol know. 
 
There will be space in this new phone book for: 

your name and Lake Okareka property address (if you wish to publish 
your name and address)  
your land line phone number (if you have one and you are keeping it) 
one mobile phone number (if you wish to publish this) 
one email address (if you wish to publish this) 

 
Example:  
Name  Address  Phone No . Mobile No.     Email 
Jo Bloggs   24 Benn Rd 3628 000  0274000000   jbloggs@xtra.co.nz 

 
If you have disconnected your land line phone 
number since the current phone book was pub-
lished, please let Carol know.  
 
To make updates and changes for new edition of 
the Lake Okareka Phone Book please email Car-
ol:  carolcp@vodafone.co.nz or phone Carol  (07) 
362 8702. 

NEW LAKE OKAREKA PHONE BOOK 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

Accommodation—Ngamihi Lodge Luxury Bed and Breakfast, 6 Pryce Road Lake 
Okareka, email: info@ngamihi.co.nz 
 

Free Trailer Hire - when you list and sell your property with Ray White Rotorua.  For 
more information phone 07 348 8333. 
 

Free Home Staging - when you list your property with Ray White Rotorua.  For more in-
formation phone 07 348 8333. 
 

Are Wasp Nests a problem for you?  If you can locate the nest , we can treat it at NO 
cost.  This is a community service offered by Landcare Okareka with chemicals funded 
from donations received by the group.  Please phone Mike Goodwin on 3628865. 
 

Flowers By Tess phone 021 126 0858 or 07 362 8366—Weddings and Corporate designs 
- bereavement and floral bouquets.  For creative ideas to suit your floral needs.  
 

Gardens By Tess phone 021 126 0858 or 07 362 8366—Garden designs - Consultation - 
Planting & Maintenance—Baskets & Containers.  Creating designs for your garden setting. 
 

Marko Services phone 027 4925 468 or 07 362 8366—Bob cat digger - Truck Hire - 
Landscaping - Drilling and Rock Breaker Hire Earth moving - Rubbish Bin hire sizes 3-9 
metre. 
 

Bee Swarms— Please phone me if you see any swarms this spring but only if they have 
settled.  Not much use if I get a call to say “they went thataway”.  Phone Bryan 3628 224. 
 

Super dry fast start kindling—$10.00 for 1 box or $25.00 for 3 boxes.  Contact Hunter 
Potter, Ember Enterprise on 3628 556 or hunterjpotter@gmail.com. 
 

Avon—my name is Caroline Wingate and I am an Avon representative.  If you are interest-
ed in Avon please contact me on 3628 207, 021 148 9986 or cwingate@slingshot.co.nz. 
 

Babysitter—my name is Lucy Phibbs and I am 16 years old.  I am available for babysit-
ting for daytime and evenings.  I am enthusiastic and great with kids.  Phone: 3628 897. 
 

Free—Marque available for community events.  Phone Cathy Lines, Licensed Salesper-
son, Okareka & Tarawera Specialist.  First National Real Estate.  Mob: 021 033 7707 or 
after hours on 3628 112. 
 

Sharpen your chainsaw on my electr ic gr inding gadget for  free or  I will do it for  $5—
phone Bryan on 3628 224. 
 

Pet Feeding Services - Pet feeding services over  the holiday season and throughout the 
year, $7 per visit includes indoor plants watered and mail collected.  Limited boarding pens 
may be available—phone Carol on 3628 702. 
 

Heather Horton (Artist) - Watercolours, Oils, Pastels and lead-lighting work can be 
seen in the studio.  Works are for sale, or can be ordered—phone 3628 165. 
 

Trees felled for free - Conditions apply—phone Chris 3628 679 or Peter 3628 108 
 

Mobile Library visits every 2nd Monday outside the fire station from 2pm to 2.45pm.  
Please contact the Rotorua Library on 348 4177 for further information. 
 

Trays made of recycled rimu - three sizes: 270x375 $30, 310x450 $40, 360x510 $50 - 
phone Bryan on 3628 224. 
 

BK Transfers and Shuttles—24 hours shuttle service and personalized service to Auck-
land, Hamilton, Tauranga, Taupo and Rotorua cities/airports.  Phone Graeme 3628 867 or 
027 3628 867. 
 

House Cleaner Available—hourly rate.  Ovens, Ironing, Windows.  Anything you need 
cleaned.  Call Jenny 3628 063. 
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 NEW YEAR’S DAY YACHT RACE 
 

Anyone with a yacht? 
 
 

Keep the first day of 2017 free for the annual  
New Year’s Yacht race. 

  
 

Starts at BOYES BEACH and sails around Lake Okareka. 
 

Sailing in the race requires the wearing of a life vest and 
that each sailor will take responsibility for themselves and 

their boat.   
 

A health and safety briefing will be held at 1.45pm ahead 
of the 2pm race start.  

 
It’s a good idea to get to Boyes Beach by 1pm. 

 

Entries on the day.  ALL WELCOME 
 

Come out for a fun day on the water!! 
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 


