
 
 

 

We need to know what you think 

Introduction 

Two issues have been brought to the attention of the LOCA committee that require us to act on.  They are 

traffic speed in the Lake Okareka settlement and the installation of crime prevention cameras.  Neither of 

these topics is new to us. For example the traffic speed issue has been talked about for some years. 

We have some preliminary discussions with Rotorua Lakes Council (RLC) and the Rotorua Lakes Community 

Board (RLCB).  The RLC is sympathetic to our concerns regarding these two issues and is willing to assist us in 

finding practical solutions to them if the majority of the Okareka community is in favour of solutions being 

sought.  Thus, we need to know if you are in favour of us working with the council to find out what options we 

have.  Background on each issue is over the page and below there are two questions and room for comments. 

It will be a great help to us all if you could take the time to provide feedback. 

 

Mike Vincent 

LOCA – Chairman 

Please circle the option you agree with 

I would like to see reduced traffic speed at Lake Okareka. Yes No 

Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please circle the option you agree with 

I would like Lake Okareka to have a crime prevention camera 
network that is part of the RLC system. 

Yes No 

Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional 
Name: 
 
 

 
Address: 

Thanks for your participation.  Please either scan and e-mail your response to 

mailto:loca.secretary@gmail.com  or drop a hard copy in the letter box beside the hall on Loop Rd 

mailto:loca.secretary@gmail.com


 
 

 

Traffic Speeds 

People are concerned that traffic speeds are too high and consequently dangerous on Okareka’s roads.  Last 

year the posted speed on Okareka Loop Road as it approaches the settlement was reduced from 100kph to 

80kph and this does not seem to have much of an impact on drivers reducing speed to 50kph in Okareka.   

RLC has agreed to appoint an engineer to investigate options to help reduce vehicle speeds if a majority of the 

Okareka community want reduced speeds.  At this time, we do not know what these may be, but we made it 

very clear that speed bumps and rumble strips are not acceptable.   

When we know what the options are there would be more consultation 

 

Crime Prevention Cameras 

At the request of a group of Okareka residents the LOCA committee started to discuss the possibility 

of having crime prevention cameras (CPC) often called CCTV at Lake Okareka.  We approached RLC who 

advised there two options 

1. A privately run system – LOCA would not support this (ongoing maintenance costs and monitoring) 

2. An extension to the Council operated CCTV network – (LOCA committees’ recommendation) 

Council prefers to extend its network rather than support stand-alone systems – the ability to monitor camera 

status, store and view from a central location makes it vastly more efficient. 

Under either option CCTV that operates in a public place needs to operate in accordance with the Privacy Act: 

https://www.privacy.org.nz/news-and-publications/guidance-resources/privacy-and-cctv-a-guide-to-the-

privacy-act-for-businesses-agencies-and-organisations/ 

 

Rotorua Lakes Council has a policy for our CCTV network. The policy is essentially RLC ‘rules’ on how RLC 

operates and manages CCTV and ensures that staff etc. are working within the Privacy Act. It also describes 

accessibility to footage, who may gain access and under what circumstances (page 3 of the policy). RLC (or 

anyone running CCTV) is required to adhere to the Privacy Act with regards to how it manages the footage it 

holds. It is particularly important to understand who, why and how access to footage can be obtained by the 

community.  

 

It was agreed that the best approach in the interim was to look at monitoring traffic in/out of the village on the 

Loop Rd at both entrances with a camera system capable of licence plate recognition.  Indicative cost at April 

was approximately $38500 plus GST.   

Installation costs would be paid for by LOCA, ongoing maintenance of the system would be paid for by RLC. 

The proposed location of the cameras is the corner of Okareka Loop Rd at both Benn Rd & Summit Rd (Inside 

the pump station fence line) and entrance to Lake Okareka when coming from the Blue Lake.  Thus cover for 

both ends of the settlement. 

 

Additions to the RLC existing CCTV network are somewhat complex.  New cameras need to be able to integrate 
with the existing network of over 200 cameras, that have footage stored at a centralised point, can have the 
status and footage monitored at that point when required, at a speed/quality that delivers and is fit for 
purpose. 
 
Installation would take place once the fibre optic network is up and running. 

 

https://www.privacy.org.nz/news-and-publications/guidance-resources/privacy-and-cctv-a-guide-to-the-privacy-act-for-businesses-agencies-and-organisations/
https://www.privacy.org.nz/news-and-publications/guidance-resources/privacy-and-cctv-a-guide-to-the-privacy-act-for-businesses-agencies-and-organisations/
https://www.rotorualakescouncil.nz/our-council/officialinformation/OIA2018/Documents/LGOIMA-CCTV_Policy.pdf

