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Firstly a big thank you to all who attended our AGM.
This was the first time we have scheduled our meeting
together with the LWQS AGM and despite the partial
road closure for the Blue Lake Multisport event, there
were more than 100 people present for the LWQS
>——— 1 meeting and 65 for the LORRA meeting.
. P‘—
Unfortunately our very efficient Secretary, Sandra
Goodwin, has resigned from the committee and whilst
she will continue to remain active in the community
with the Landcare’ group, she is a real loss to the
LORRA committee and we will miss her enthusiasm and valued input into sub-
missions and meetings with RDC and EBOP.

The LORRA constitution allows for a committee of 15 and whilst we currently
have a workable committee of 8, additional members would be very welcome
as would a secretary to take minutes of the monthly meetings. Please contact
one of the committee if you are interested in joining the team.

Benn Road traffic management

Council has advised that as a result of their survey of residents in Benn, Wattle,
Acacia and Pryce Roads they will not be implementing any changes to Benn
Road. However there were a large number of comments and suggestions from
residents and Council have undertaken to review speed and signage throughout
Okareka.

Lake Water Quality

EBOP testing of the lake water for 2006 has not yet been completed due to a
backlog of samples to be processed by their laboratory, however indications are
that there has been some deterioration in the past 12 months. This is not good
news and with a further delay in a decision on the Ministry of Health subsidy
for the reticulated sewerage scheme (as the lake water is not used for drinking
we are not in the “priority queue”) and EBOP behind schedule in implementing
the Action Plan to reduce nutrient runoff from the farms in the catchment,
every effort now needs to be made to facilitate land use change and funding
commitments.
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Weather permitting, the third Phoslock application is scheduled for the second
half of March.

Local Body Elections

These are scheduled for October 13 and for the first time the Combined Lakes
Ratepayer Associations will be putting up a “ticket” of 4 candidates for the
newly created Lakes Community Board.

Please keep in mind we will be in a stronger position than in the past to
promote relevant Lakes issues and we will be looking for input from the
community.

Geoff Palmer
Chairman

Mobile library service |
The Rotorua Public Library mobile bus visits the Lake Okareka jetty

every Monday 2.00—3.30pm.

The mobile Library carries a good selection of fiction and non-fiction books for all

ages, including large print, magazines and children’s jigsaws. Special requests can

be made for talking books, music CDs and cassettes, videos, and specific subjects.
The mobile librarian is happy to discuss ways in which to improve their service.
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STOP PRESS

“Government enquiry” and
Public Meetings Re Rates

The Rotorua meeting is scheduled for
16 April 2007.

For full details (including a 28 page
Rating Enquiry paper) - go to

http://www.lgnz.co.nz/news/pr1171483185.html
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Lake Okareka Fishing Club - Stencoe Construction Lid  [icate Mills accepts a big $1000 |
| Mlll:enmum {lrchatecture Ltd cheque for the pre-school .
Dezinz Architecture
EPRO LAKE OKAREKA 2007 SUMMER TROUT Rotorua Duck Tours
FISHING TOURNAMENT REPORT Yannick Royal
Hepburn Electrical
The Lake Okareka fishing club wishes to congratulate | BT Cameron Ltd
the winners and participants in a most successful com- | Amalgamated Roofing Ltd
petition. Entrants came from as far afield as Katikati, Baywide Concrete
Wellington, Auckland and Taranaki. Epro Ltd
Thompson Marine

28 fish were weighed in on Saturday with many more
caught and released. The size and condition of the fish
weighed in was very good with most anglers very satis-
fied with the fishing on the day.

Telfer Marine
The Pig & Whistle

Careem Wellness Spa PHil Ml R
Autotech Panel & Paint il Muldoon accepts a big

cheque for the Fire Brigade

Lyons Lake Stay

The winners were as follows: ' O’keefes Fishing Specialists il
Helipro
Chambers Café & Bar

Heaviest Trout Adult Male: Steve Lyons 2.11 kg Gordon Wood & Dennis Fal-

Heaviest Trout Adult Female: Robin Walters 1.95 kg coner

Heaviest Trout Junior Male: Sasha Cox 1.76 kg Trout Connection Charters

Heaviest Trout Junior Female: Lucy Phibbs  2.05 kg

We look forward to seeing eve-
A combination of jigging & trolling were the most popular methods with some rybody again in the winter tour-
very good fish caught on jigs.

nament to be held in July, and
invite anybody interested in joining the club or willing to help out at the
The hard luck story goes to the Reel Teasers team who despite having the most tournaments to get in contact with any of the people listed below.
fisherwomen on one boat, they failed to land a fish. Better luck next year.

Jason Douglas 362 8682, Dean Foster 362 8960, Mike Cotter 362 8610
We would like to thank all the sponsors of the tournament and with their gener-
osity we managed to raise $1,000 for both the fire brigade and the pre school.
We also were able to give away prizes worth a total of $2200.
Finally we would like offer a big thank you to Jeremy Cox and John Herbert
for their efforts at the weigh-in. L

{Mum had to collect |
Sponsors of the competition were: {Lucy’s trophy
Signcraft 2000 Itd '

R & B Consultants

Coastal Joinery

Visique Rotorua Optometrists

Longfords Farm




The Newsletter

|F£skf.r:g competition Spot prize winners

9 The Newsletter

Schedule Regular Massages To
C4reept Manage Stress And Boost Immunity

|Benefits You Will Receive:

+  You will stay focused on the most important
thing in life —your inner wellbeing.

{+  You will feel happier because you'll look for-

| ward to a monthly treat.

+«  You will stay well by boosting your immune
system, lowering your blood pressure and ena-
bling your body to heal itself naturally.

Save $250 With Our +  10massages -
10 + 1 Offer . 1 free extra massage worth
. 2 complimentary upgrades to an Indian Head Massage
et the iotal packags worth and a Hot Stone Massage
$1100 for $850 when you enroll by ; t
paying all at once or pay $200 de- | * Free gift for enrolling until 31st May 2007.

posit and $56 per visit.

B9 Acacia Rd, Lake Okareka, Rotorua ph 07 362 BE78
carol @careem.co.nz W, CANeem. co.Nz

ADVERTISING

Have you noticed we now have a Community Notice Board
down by the launching ramp?

If you would like to advertise anything at all -
House, Car, Boat, Wheelbarrow, etc. for sale — House
for rent — Jobs Wanted — Jobs wanted to be done etc.

Trades People — would you like to put your Business
Card on the Board?

Contact Lyall Beuth 362 8459
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Some helpful hints in protecting against burglaries

t are :-

- +  Secure the house and out buildings when
away. This means at all times even if you have
just popped out for a few minutes.

»  Ensure lawns are kept mowed.

Have letter box cleared regularly.

+  Alarm systems and or signage indicating the

presence of an alarm system can be a deterrent.

+  Dog warning signs and closed gate can also

serve as a deterrent.

= Stop paper deliveries.

»  Keep vegetation cut back to make your property more visible from the
road and neighbours.

+  Tell your Neighbourhood Support coordinator when you are going away
and when you will be returning so that they can keep an eye on the prop-
erty.

»  Be observant. If you notice a strange vehicle with the occupants looking or
acting strangely, take a note of the registration number, colour, make and
model of the vehicle and if possible a description of the occupants. If you
think they are “up to no good” ring the Police. This just may be the link
they are looking for. Tell your Neighbourhood Support coordinator also.

+  Notify the Police immediately of any crime no matter how small, it could
be a link in a chain of offences. Tell your Neighbourhood Support coordi-
nator.

There are still some areas not covered by a Neighbourhood Support group. If
you are in one of these areas and would be prepared to act as a coordinator I
would be pleased to hear from you. The job is not at all onerous. If you would
like information on what is involved, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Make our community safe and secure — make sure you are part of
Neighbourhood Support.

Lyall Beuth, JP
LORRA Neighbourhood Support Coordinator ph 3628 459
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CLEGHORN GILLESPIE JENSEN LTD
Registered Valuers & Property Consultants

Phone 347 6001 - Fax 347 1796
Quadrant House

PO Box 2081, Rotorua

~YHE LEWs¢
== > _
“2UMBING coMPAN

Registered Craftsman
Plumbers & Gasfitters

Ph: (07) 343 9060
57 Tallvho St, Rotorua

jon@lewisplumbing.co.nz
www. . lewisplumbing.co.nz
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Possums Possums Possums

We all know there is a very successful possum eradica-
tion programme in place outside the margins of Lake
Okareka village but little account has been taken of the
possum population inside the village. Many may be sur-
prised to learn that there are considerable numbers of this
pesky pest living in the village. Obviously this population
free to migrate out and repopulate the areas where the
eradication programme has been running. :

Now we have an answer and with the support of EBOP we are now able to
loan the very popular and highly efficient Timms Possum Trap. These traps
are available on loan for up to 3 weeks at a time, so LORRA encourages resi-
dents who wish to join in the battle against possums to get a trap. We have a
register and also wish to maintain records of the possums “apprehended” so
ask that trap users help with this. If we can make an impact on the possum
population everyone will benefit.

Traps are available from Don Gollan ph 3628-617.

The battle against this resilient rodent continues with nearly 80 traps scaitered
around the community. The programme is modeled on the very successful
Lake Tarawera initiative where there are over 400 traps
set. This has resulted in an enormous improvement in
the bird populations as rats are one of native birds main :
predators. The traps used are Bob Scope’s design which | |
recently won an EBOP environmental award. They are |
easy to use & specifically target rodents.

If you need traps they are $25.00 whilst the bait is sup-
plied by EBOP free of charge. Help lower the rodent

population in Lake Okareka by joining the battle. The
support of EBOP is much appreciated in this war against rats.

Traps & bait are available from Don Gollan Ph 3628 617.
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Wanted dead, not alive!!

Those residents traveling past the Blue Lake in recent times will have noticed
lots of dead and dying trees. These dead trees are the result of a poisoning
program to rid the Tikitapu Scenic Reserve of invasive introduced weeds.

The majority of the dying trees are dogwoods (also known as strawberry
trees) which have in the last few years increased in numbers as the seed is
spread very easily by birds.

As an introduced weed, dogwoods can be very invasive to the point that they
will establish amongst native trees and grow to dominate all native shrubs and
establishing native trees.

Invasive weeds like dogwoods along with wattles, hawthorn, willow, flower-
ing cherry and buddleia to name some others, have no place or purpose in our
native bush and we should all be doing our best to make sure our native bush
is protected. Most weeds end up in our bush margins because of illegal road-
side dumping so we can help by stopping this common practice. Yes, I have
seen residents in Okareka dumping lawn clippings, prunings, etc so you can
start helping our native bush recover by reporting these people to RDC or
DoC.

This is an ongoing project and a follow up poisoning will be done next Christ-
mas when the trees are in flower and are easy to see growing up through the
native bush.

Brian Law — Conservation Volunteer.

L Uy

LAKE OKAREKA HALL HIRE

Available to all
Local residents and Non-local residents
For bookings and information on hire charges

Contact Mary Masden (Hall Secretary)
PH 362 8564
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101 Acacia Rd
Lake Okareka

The Secretary
LORRA Community Fund

What a wonderful surprise to be invited to a lovely luncheon at the Buried
Village on Dec 19" 2006.

I happened to say “Oh that’s my birthday”.

Then surprise A lovely cake, with candles on it.

It was fun to meet old friends again. Having lived here since 1962, Lake
Okareka will always be a Special Place.

Thankyou Annette Stock for inviting me and to Robin Trewin for taking the
photographs.

Best luck for 2007
Regards
Dot Pickernell

The Editor
Dear Sir

To the folks who read my letter in the Sept06 issue, thanks for cleaning up
after your dogs on the public footpaths and reserves.

My next winge is - Can we please keep the trees that overhang the footpaths at
a reasonable height so they do not dangle below 2 metres. Tidy grass and no
weeds also helps !

Thanks

Carol Christian-Price
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Septic Tank Cleaning & Inspections

Plus Outlet Solid Filter Installations
(in accordance with EBOP recommendations)

Contact

Rotorua Waste Disposal
(Certified Inspectors)

REASONABLE RATES, PROMPT & EFFICIENT SERVICE
Small Truck—Easy Access

Phone Kath & Ray Peebles Jnr
121 Main Road, Ngongotaha

A S A A A S S AT A A AL

Dig, Drill, Flatten or Fill

KANGA  joes it ai
RARTHWORKS

Multi-Task Compact Loader

Bucket Digger
Back Hoe Digger
Trenching
Backfilling

Auger Hole Boring
Levelling

Rotary Tiller

Peter Harding Building Services
Your local Kanga Operator
Phone: 362 8108 Mob: 0275 628 108




It is March already and we are now well into 2007, Landcare Okareka volun-
teers have been busy, with a very successful main working bee in February at
the Steep Street reserve and walkway to Boyes Beach getting a well deserved
tidy up. We hope to be able to do a planting in this area during the winter time.
Thank you to everyone who came along to help with this clean up.

Many will have noticed the work that has been done along Acacia Road, This
work has been carried out by a private contractor with funding provided by En-
vironment Bay of Plenty. Landcare Okareka had been in discussions with Roto-
rua District Council over this area for some time. We felt it was too large an un-
dertaking for our volunteers. When Landcare Okareka became on officially rec-
ognised Landcare group under EBOP we were asked about future projects and
this was one that sprang to mind. We pointed out the scale of the job and EBOP
offered to help.

There is still a lot more work to be done — by the contractor and Landcare Oka-
reka volunteers. Qur main task now is to keep control over the weeds, espe-
cially the bamboo re- growth and we will be undertaking on going weed control
for some time to come in this area, before any replanting is done.

Members of the community have said they appreciate being able to see the lake
now along this section, so we will need to keep this aspect in mind when we
come to do any future planting.

Landcare Okareka also works in with Department of Conservation and the Ro-
torua Botanical Society (Weed Busters), helping with weed eradication in the
Tikitapu reserve and at the Okataina walkway entrance. We have been helping
both these organisations for the past 3 years or so. We are endeavouring to con-
trol weed species such as Old Man’s Beard, aluminium weed, orange flowering
bulb called montbretia, tradescantia and other invasive species such as straw-
berry dogwoods, buddleia, gorse, and flowering cherry. Please read Brian
Law’s article for more about this. There were articles also in some of last year's
newsletter about weed and invasive species to watch out for and eliminate in
your gardens.

Working bees continue to be held on the 4" Saturday of each month, with mini
working bees being held on most Tuesdays. We welcome help from any mem-
bers of the community. If you have any questions or would like more informa-
tion please contact Sandra Goodwin 362 8865.
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Family or friends coming to stay?
‘Worried about where to put them?
We have the solution - BEDS available from $25 pp.
Accommodation is modern and clean,
with a well equipped kitchen and outdoor courtyard for guests.
We can accommodate singles, doubles or small groups.

= Call and inspect any time.
Lyons Lake Stay
Cheryl Lyons, Ph +64 7 362 8790
Lyons Lakestay, Fax +64 7 362 8815
8 Okareka Loop Rd, Mobile 021 532 640
RD5 Rotorua Email: lyonslakestay @xtra.co.nz
FOR HIRE: 1t KAYAKS It MOUNTAIN BIKES
Hourly, half and full day rates.

Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner

CATERS e
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“SUPER BEACH BREAKS”

See — www.ohopebeach.com

TCULMFCR MARING

LIMITED

Call and see Grant and Shona
and the team at

TELFER MARINE
for all of your boating
requirements:

¥ Boat servicing and maintenance
¥ Large range of chandlery
4t New and used boat sales
1t Dreamboats membership

236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand. Phone: (07) 345 9854
Fax: (07) 345 9857 Email: telfermarine @xtra.co.nz

O S B Lucconcer mmmsursms

FYRAN BOATS

—
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| Tikitapu Scenic Reserve
‘ 2007 Pest Control Programme

2006 was another busy year for the volunteers involved with this pest
control programme. The rat baiting for the year produced disappointing results,
but on the other hand there was an excellent reduction in the possum numbers,

It is pleasing that there continue to be comments about increased bird life
and song, plus more regeneration of the bush. The mistletoe is also looking
healthy.

Discussions are in progress with DoC to see if a short, easy grade Nature
Walk can be formed, probably down the Blue Lake end of the reserve. It seems
appropriate that there should be easy access for the general public to experience
the bush and birdlife, and especially in this area where there are so many visitors
to the Blue Lake for events, holidays, school camps, family picnics etc.

The Botanical Society is also planning to form a short track to the main
mistletoe area at the Okareka end of the reserve. It is hoped to have interpretive
signage at both ends of the reserve explaining the whole Tikitapu Scenic Reserve
Restoration Programme and the involvement of the Botanical Society, Forest and
Bird, Doc and EnvBoP.

Once again, we are indebted to the volunteers who have regularly attended
working bees, and whose efforts have enabled these results to be achieved.
Thank you all very much. Also, our thanks to EnvBoP for the BBQ's they
supplied us with, which have been greatly appreciated, after a morning up “The
Lines”.

2007 will see a different poison being used in the reserve. Following the
disappointing reduction in the rat numbers last year, it is intended to use a
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combination of Feratox and Pindone, which has proved very effective

and economical when used in other projects. Due to the requirements o

for the handling of these toxins, the baiting will be done by a Ra Wh ’ fe
contractor with a current Controlled Substance Licence. There is no MEENZ
need for pre feeding with these baits. They will be put in the bait

stations, together, in August, topped up after a couple of weeks and

removed before the start of the school holidays on September 21%. : REAL ESTME

Our programme for the year is still to be finalised. There will be lines
to clear, and stations to check and replace as required, before the
baiting commences.

" Your LOCAL |
Lakes Specialist |

Also there will be some track forming if the Nature Walk is
approved.

Volunteers are needed for both rat tracking and bird counts.

Gordon has been

Finally, a perimeter line of rat traps is being considered to help a resident of

reduce reinfestation of the reserve. If this goes ahead these will need Lake Okareka for
to be monitored and reset, on a regular basis. 10 years and has
If you would like to be added to the list of volunteers for 2007, we a wealth of
would be delighted to hear from you. Réasonable fitness is required knowledge of the
Frances and James Blakely, ph 362 8480 - Lake Tarawera
Gordon Woods area.

Ph A/H: 362 8345 Mobile: 0274 763 740
Email: gordon.woods@raywhite.com
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: LAKE OKAREKA HALL HIRE R .

- _ ! | Let me help you buy or sell your home

. Available to both Local residents and Non-local ® | and get the best price for you "

o residents ; i

® For bookings and information on hire charges ® ;

. L

: Contact Mary Masden (Hall Secretary) :j Ray White, Rotorua Ph 07 349 3682 Fax 07 347 0788
- PH 3628 564 - Visit our website: www.raywhite.com MREINZ
!‘:g\ LLC LU LLERLLL LR LA LR Lt LR T LY ’:
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Part 1
I am a pretty young tabby who, along with my four little kittens, were
dumped at the landfill by my owner.

We were very frightened and hungry, so I took my 4 Kittens up to the
Recycling Centre where we were fed, patted and looked after !!

Then a woman came along with a dog and cornered and took three of my
kittens. Myself and one of the kittens escaped. The woman was told to get
her dog and go away !!

We were scared for days, but with love, food and pats, adjusted to life again.

I, the mother cat, am currently at the SPCA being speyed - they are still
trying to catch my last little black kitten !

The SPCA is full up of other unwanted cats and dogs - I have nowhere to go.
I need a loving home.

Part 2
Staff were pleased to see me back at the Landfill Recycling Centre - But the
old “Landfill” cat is not happy and my little black kitten has disappeared!

Some else has dumped a tiny marmalade kitten—I breastfed this little kitten
who [ now see as my own.

We are coming to stay with Carol for a while. Carol is going to help us find
anew home. We are hoping for a happy ending to our story - a family, a
clean warm bed, food, and our own people to love.

Missy and Marmalade

PS please see Carol ph 3628 702
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Lake Okareka Ratepayers and
Residents Association (LORRA) held at Okareka Hall, 11am Sunday 28th
January 2006 following the AGM of Lakes Water Quality Society

Introduction LORRA Chairman Geoff Palmer welcomed everyone present,
including local MP Steve Chadwick, EBOP Chairman John Cronin, EBOP Crs
Bill Cleghom, Robin Ford, Tai Eru, Jim Pringle, Neil Oppatt, RDC Crs Mike
Mc Vickers, Cliff Lee, Russell Judd, EW Cr Jim Howland and Mrs Howland,
Paul Dell EBOP

Present Approx 65 members and visitors. See atiendance list of the 64 who
signed. Chairman for AGM Geoff Palmer, Secretary Sandra Goodwin.

Apologies Cr Glenys Searanke, Don & Sue Gollan, Christine Caughey, Cath-
erine Caughey, Mike & Carol Bannister, Claire and Ian Potter, — moved that
apologies be accepted (Lyall Beuth /Ron Kiernander) - carried.

Minutes of Previous AGM

Correction: Mr Bob King asked that his name be recorded against the item 4 in
General Business Walkway Signage. Correction had been made.

Minutes were moved as circulated in Jan/Feb/March 2006 issue of the LORRA
Newsletter and confirmed as a true and correct record (Geoff Palmer /Marcel
van Leeuwen )- carried. Matters arising to go into General Business.

Discussion arising from the Minutes

Walkway Signage: Mr Bob King asked why nothing had happened to action
this matter. Chairman pointed out that RDC have been asked by LORRA Com-
mittee to improve signage in this area and within the village generally.

REPORTS

Chairman’s Report (attached)

This report on the 2006 activities of the LORRA Committee was presented and
tabled by Chairman Geoff Palmer.

It was moved that this report be adopted —Geoff Palmer / Sam Denford — car-
ried.

This was a full report and covered a number of items.



Matters Arising from Chairman's Report

Weir — some questions were asked as to why a weir would not work, as there is
also a spring to keep the stream into Tarawéra flowing. A LORRA member
wanted to know what rights Fish and Game have over water flows. [Fish and
Game actually have a number of statutory rights in the government legislation
under which Fish & Game has been established and now operates. They are not
simply another NGO.]

Geoff Palmer reiterated that he would like to see better control system over wa-
ter levels in the lake.

Treasurer’s Report (attached) Circulated; presented by Treasurer Bryan Wal-
ford, and approved (Geoff Palmer / Marcel Van Leeuwen)-carried.

Discussion on the Financial Report focussed on several items raised by Bryan
Walford

Advertising revenue is up as we now have website income as well as magazine
income, and we are requésting payment for advertising in advance.

Carol Service costs - includes 2 years expenses.

Newsletter printing costs were down as previous year had a coloured photo on
cover. .

Tax — Treasurer will endeavour to see that this is not required in the coming
year.

Website Costs — these were mostly one off with set up costs.

Subscriptions — numbers are very similar to last year.

Mr Bob King wanted to know why members had already been asked for subs
for 2007 year when the AGM had not been held and the level of sub had not
been yet approved. He also wanted to know why it should be at $20 when the
Association has around $10,000 in the bank.

The Treasurer apologised for being previous in sending out subscription no-
tices. Chairman pointed out that LORRA does not know what situations may
arise in future and if we need funds to fight any legal battles.

Subscriptions

It was moved that the subscriptions to members of LORRA be set at $20 for the
2007 Financial Year ( Moved Geoff Palmer / John Roper — carried). In support-
ing the motion John Roper mentioned that the number of financial members in-
dicated quite a high level of community support for LORRA, and that money in
the bank provides a welcome fall back fighting fund.

Newsletter
Mr Ron Marsden complimented the LORRA Committee on the excellent
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Newsletter, but wondered if it could be produced more regularly rather than 4
times per year, perhaps bimonthly as some items are almost out of date by the
time the Newsletter is distributed. Chairman Geoff Palmer said this matter
would be referred to the new Committee. Geoff went on to tell the meeting that
Shirley Woods, who had been Editor for the Newsletter, had recently resigned
this position. He had thanked Shirley for her efforts in his report. Geoff said
that RDC had been approached for some fidncial assistance with the Newslet-
ter, especially when a number of articles are published to help communicate in-
formation with the community from RDC e.g. the proposed sewerage scheme,
but RDC have made a policy not to help ratepayer organisations as they are too
political! There would be increased costs to produce more regular Newsletters,
but the incoming Committee would look at it. LORRA would like to get correct
email and physical addresses for members, and urged members to update these
with the Treasurer. The web site is now set up and hopefully this will get better
during the coming year.

Correspondence

Resignations — these have been received from Shirley Woods, Newsletter Edi-
tor, and from Committee members Rex Bunn, John Battersby and Sandra
Goodwin, Secretary. They were all thanked for their contribution to the Oka-
reka community.

Michael Bannister, LORRA Committee member has offered to take over the
role of Newsletter Editor.

Committee Election

The following existing Committee members were nominated en bloc —

Geoff Palmer (Chairman), Bryan Walford (Treasurer) Lyall Beuth, Don Gollan,
Ron Kiernander, John Roper, Marcel Van Leeuwen, Mike Bannister - (Ron
Marsden /Bob King )-carried. These people constitute the LORRA Committee
for 2007,

The LORRA Committee was congratulated on the work that has been done in
the past 12 months — acclamation.

General Business (any matters arising will be dealt with by the Incoming
Committee)

1. Community Board

The meeting was addressed by Brentleigh Bond from the Rotorua Lakes Com-
bined Ratepayers Assn. He thanked everyone who had supported the submis-
sion to form a Community Board. This wilt become a reality thanks to the re-
cent decision.

The role of a Community Board is to act as an advocate for the interest of its
community. This will be a Rotorua Lakes Community Board. It will have 6
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members — 4 elected at the next local government elections in October 2007,
and 2 appointed by RDC from the North and East wards.

Brentleigh went on to outline that the 4 Ratepayers Assns — Rotoiti, Tarawera,
Okareka and Rotoma which are affiliated to the Combined ratepayers Assn,
have agreed that there be a “ticket” for the Combined Ratepayers Assn.

Let the Committee of LORRA know if you are interested to be considered.

As a voter please ensure your name is on the local government electoral roll.
Your name will be on the roll if you live permanently here, but if your home is
a holiday property you need to register as a ratepayer elector. He had the forms
available for anyone wanting to register. [An article about this is required for
the Newsletter and how people can become a registered elector. ]

The following motion was put to the meeting:

* That the LORRA Committee be empowered to select a candidate to stand for
the Community Board, and that the candidate will be affiliated to the
“Combined Lakes Ratepayers” and that LORRA will endorse, support and pub-
licly identify with the four selected candidates™

Moved Geoff Palmer / Ron Marsden — carried.

2. Landcare Okareka Report:

James Blakely, a member of Landcare Okareka gave a brief report on the
group’s activities for 2006. This included having an active role in the comple-
tion of the upgrade of the walkway, with much maintenance work on existing
plantings. Landcare Okareka has been officially recognised as a Landcare
group under EBOP’s scheme. This will give access to more expertise and fund-
ing. One of the projects under this scheme is the weed clearance work along
Acacia Road. LO Volunteers have helped to plant about 3000 new plants during
this past year. LO have also undertaken work in other places around the village.
Landcare Okareka would always welcome more volunteers to working bees.

3. “Five Farms; Five Lakes”.

Leith Knowles, made his presentation to the meeting Leith reiterated that there
must be win : win situations for landowners and lakeside communities in order
to satisfactorily and long term solve issues of lake water pollution. This presen-
tation was well accepted by those present with EBOP Chairman asking that this
presentation be made available to the EBOP Land Use and Rotorua Lakes
Committee.

Raobin Trewin challenged the Ngati Whakaue Crater Farm proposal.

Leith Knowles said that what he was proposing was basically self funding, but
it is not an urbanisation plan. In order to remove large areas from livestock
farming, regional and district plans will need to relax a little to allow this to
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happen. He also said that RDC may need to take another look at their develop-
ment levy going on to developers, as this could be crippling for trying to en-
courage any significant land use change in areas where this could be seen as
very desirable. Leith felt that everyone needs to focus on achieving the result of
removing 20 — 25 T N out of lakes system per year.

Cr Russell Judd urged people to go and take a look at a new subdivision out
Pukehangi Road. Here the developers have to plant up 75% of each section
with native trees before any section can be sold.

4. Update on Crater Farm Proposal

Rick Vallance thanked Leith for his presentation, and suggested that it be
placed on the Okareka website. Rick is now the Chairman of the Land Use
Committee for the Rotorua Lakes Region (under EBOP). Long term Rick
wants to see landowners take ownership of the problem so as to become part of
the solution. They are working with SCION and taking a fresh look at land use.
Looking for economic benefits for owners but solutions which also provide for
environmental benefits, and enhance water quality. The are considering closing
the Wharenui dairy farm. Looking at working with Scion on tree growing along
German lines, with high end value trees. Using 100+ year perspective — sus-
tainable, consider impact on visual aspects. Looking at possibilities of growing
waler cress on a commereial basis.

Crater Farm proposal has been with RDC planners for some time, who have
asked for more information and reports. He feels that RDC could do much to
improve the way consents are being handled.

He took exception to some remarks that had been made, and felt that some of
the rhetoric was most unfair. He pointed out that at present Crater farm is a pri-
vate farm with a gate. Indeed under the new proposal the front gate of the farm
is being proposed to shift back, with the front part of the current farm being in
the public domain.

Chairman John Cronin made a few remarks and spoke about the Te Arawa,
RDC and EBOP coalition to deal with lakes issues. He publicly thanked Paul
Dell and his team for their efforts.

5. Mark Collett remarked on previous ownership of Crater Farm, and said he
believed that owners had sold because they couldn’t make the farm pay its way
— because of the thin soils and higher altitude. He felt that the new proposal
wasn’t a good proposal as people would not want to live there — too far out of
town, too elevated and therefore too cold to live

6. LOCMAP process.

James Blakely addressed his comments to EBOP and expressed his concern
and disappointment with the disorganisation of the LOCMAP process. The
sewerage scheme is now 2 years behind schedule, He would have liked the
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whole thing to have been co-ordinated much better.

7. EBOP and RDC Crs and staff

LORRA Chairman Geoff Palmer reiterated to EBOP and RDC Crs and staff
that LORRA wishes to remain in the loop with any discussions or action that
may be undertaken.

8. Forum for Lakes Strategy

Harbourmaster Andrew Lang asked to speak to the meeting to advise that the
Forum for Lakes Strategy will be convened in the first week of April and he
would like to invite a representative from the LORRA Committee to the forum.

The objective of the forum was to set up a joint agency to work on signage for
all of the lakes — map signage, Fish & Game information, Te Arawa historical
information, DoC information, EBOP lake safety. This will be put into a kiosk
format, with the prototype having already been installed at Te Rata Bay (Hot
‘Water Beach) Lake Tarawera.

The Chairman thanked those present for their attendance and the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of LORRA closed at 12.50 pm.

HUMOUR

Working people frequently ask retired people what they do to make their days
interesting.

Well, for example, the other day Christine and I went into town and went into
a shop. We were only in there for about 5 minutes. When we came out, there
was a traffic warden writing out a parking ficket. We went up to him and said,
"Come on man, how about giving a senior citizen a break?"

He ignored us and continued writing the ticket.

I called him a turd. He glared at me and started writing another ticket for
having worn tyres.

So Christine called him a shithead. He finished the second ticket and put it on
the windscreen with the first. Then he started writing a third ticket. This went
on for about 20 minutes. The more we abused him, the more tickets he wrote.

Personally, we didn't care. We came into town by bus. We try to have a little
fun each day now that wé're retired. It's important at our age.
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The most important issue continuing to face the community is the quality of the
water in the lake and there have been many meetings with the stakeholders in
the catchment and with both the District and Regional Council to progress
plans to reduce nutrient runoff into the lake.

At the end of the day, if water quality continues to deteriorate so will our prop-
erty values.

Residents have recently had an update from the Council on the proposed reticu-
lated sewerage scheme and if all goes to plan this should be operative by the
end of 2009. The change to the original proposal is to now have a grinder pump
on all properties, which will result in less disruption to the landscape during
construction, reduce individual connection costs as well as reduce the overall
cost of the scheme. However it still remains a very substantial cost to every
householder, even if the proposed 509% subsidy from the Ministry of Health is
forthcoming. We are concerned that at this stage, there is no firm commitment
from Government to subsidise the scheme. LORRA has asked the Council to
take into account the cost to ratepayers of the sewerage scheme when it formu-
lates its new rating policy.

A trial run of 60 grinder pumps is scheduled for Hinemoa Point on Lake Roto-
rua this year and this should sort out any “teething troubles™.

EBOP continue to discuss land use changes with the farming community in the
catchment and whilst progress is slower than your committee would like, and
the 2003 Lake Okareka Management Action Plan is behind schedule, LORRA
has been proactive in supporting the Ngati Whakaue crater lake farm proposal
and Leith Knowles 5 Lakes/5 Farms initiative. We also plan to have a major in-
put into the proposed Rule 14 for Lake Okareka.

It is important to be aware that land retired from stock farming be it for exotic
forestry, plantation forestry or native bush incurs a fencing, planting and main-
tenance cost and the land owner also loses the income from the loss of pastoral
land. This cost could of course be more than offset if subdivision is an option
once the sewerage scheme is in place and highlights the importance of the
MOH subsidy being confirmed as soon as possible.

It is worth remembering that the current TLI (Tropic Level Index) of Okareka
is 3.3 and the target is 3.0. This compares with Lake Taupo 2.2 and Lake Ta-
rawera currently at 2.9 with a target of 2.6.
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The third Phoslock application is scheduled for March and this should buy
more time until the sewerage scheme and land use changes are in place.

Community Board It is pleasing to record that the appeal to the Local Govern-
ment Commission by the Tarawera, Okareka, Rotoiti and Rotoma Ratepayer
Associations to establish a Rotorua Lakes Community Board was successful
and the election of representatives will be part of the October 2007 Local Body
elections. .

The four ratepayer groups have already met to plan strategy

--The initial three year term for the Board is subject to review in 2010, so it is
very important to have experienced and competent people on the Board and
that it works constructively and effectively with Local Government and not be
a “one eyed” lobby group.

--There are four members to be elected from the designated area (together with
two appointed by RDC) and it is planned that a “ticket “of a candidate from
each of the four Ratepayer Associations be promoted to give best representation
for the Lakes.

As the “ticket” will have the endorsement of the Ratepayer Associations, any
Okareka residents interested in standing for election are asked to advise
LORRA as soon possible

~-It is envisaged that the current Ratepayer Associations will continue their im-
portant role in the community and the Community Board concentrate on
“bigger picture” issues (rates, land use change, pollution etc) and with it's legal
status be able to work effectively with RDC, EBOP, Te Arawa, DOC, Fish &
Game etc.

Rates The Combined Ratepayer Association has been proactive in working
closely with RDC to come up with a fairer and more equitable rating system
and move away from the current “wealth™ tax. We hope to have a proposal
from Council shortly but no major change is expected before 2008.

Decisions pending include basing rates on either Land Value or Capital Value,
maintaining or changing the differential applicable to rural resident ratepayers,
adopting a banded or step system and there is a central government review of
rating practise which will not be completed until mid 2007.

In addition we believe Council should consider more “targeted” rates and in
particular introduce a bed/room tax on tourists as the Government suggested to
fund the Auckland stadium. This is particularly relevant to Rotorua as the rate-
payers currently contribute more than $3 million towards the operation of Tour-
ism Rotorua.

EBOP have introduced a “Lakes restoration™ rate which the Combined Rate-
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payer Association felt was unfair as we have or will shortly be funding very
expensive sewerage schemes and are playing our part in stopping nutrient
pollution of the lakes, but that the farming community were not contributing
their fair share.

To make this point the Association took out a full page advertisement in the
Rotorua Review and EBOP have now agreed to a review of this rate with an
independent facilitator and the Association has two representatives on the
review panel.

Road Safety LORRA has made a number of submissions to Council to take
action to limit the dangers of speeding and heavy vehicle usage within the
catchment and this issue was also raised recently by residents of Benn Road
seeking 1o have Benn Road closed to through traffic.

After a survey of residents last year LORRA submitted a list of signage

suggestions to the Mayor and Council and in particular we requested

+  Signage at both entrances to Okareka ( Welcome to Okareka, Slow Please,
Narrow Winding Roads )

+  Restrict heavy vehicles using Loop Road in the residential area.

«  Reduce the speed limit (40 k/h) in all or selected parts of the residential
area.

To date none of these suggestions have been actioned and we have asked the
Council Works Committee to give further consideration to speeding and road
safety in Okareka.

Lake Level Control We continue to discuss with both EBOP and RDC im-
proving the lake level control at the outlet as the levels have been outside the
Resource Consent parameters for part of the year and flooding of low lying
septic tanks has again been a problem.

The simple solution would be to have a weir at the outlet set at the optimum
level however from time to time this would result in no water from the lake
flowing into the Waitangi stream and this is not acceptable to Fish and Game.

Lake Safety There are ongoing complaints that the 5k / 200m safety margin
around the lake is not being observed by boats and in particular by jet skis.
Also the signage at the launch ramp is badly in need of a makeover and we
look forward to new signs that will clearly show the speed regulated areas.

Slalom Course The resource consent for the slalom course near Silver beach is
subject to review in the middle of the year, this being a condition requested by
Fish and Game. As there has been some concern in the community that it is
within the 5k /200m zone and also restricts fishing across to the outlet we will
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be seeking views of residents closer to the hearing date.

EBOP have draft regulations to cover boat sheds and jetties on the lake and
LORRA will be discussing these and the licensing and resource consents
process for existing and new lakes structures with them.

Power/Phone cables LORRA continues to point out to both Unison and the
Council the visual pollution of overhead cables and unsightly power poles and
urge them to consider the benefits and considerable cost savings of placing the
conduit underground at the same time the trenches for the sewerage piping are
being dug.

Cell phone coverage — We keep asking and yes we are on the list!!

E Mail Addresses

If you have an email address and LORRA does not have a record of it can we
ask you to let us have it when you pay your subscription.

We can advise residents at short notice of matters of interest as they happen
(special meetings, lake closures, crime in the area etc). In particular this could
be important to non residents.

We are very fortunate to live in a friendly and supportive community and many
play an active part with CORRA, Fire Brigade, Landcare, Neighbourhood
Watch, rats and possum control, street parties, fishing contests, pre schoolers
etc etc .

To You All a Very Big Thank You
Geoff Palmer
Chairman
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Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association (Inc) Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association (Inc)

Statement of Financial Performance Statement of Financial Position
For the Year ended 30th November 2006 As at the 30th November 2006
Income 2006 2005
Current Assets 2006
Advertising in-
come $ 226250 $ 144376
i & Westpactrust Cheque
:’°“5"’°'§ . : gg;-gg : zg;gf Account $ 1,312.89 $ 415019
: ol $ 355530 5 3-526_0[] Kiwibank Busin_ass online Call Account $ 904492 b 5.000.00
Website Income 3 - 3 . Accounts Receivable 3 - 3 :
Boot & Trailer
Sales B g s Total Assets $ 10,357.81 $ 9,150.19
Total |
ncome $ 6,396.04 $ 5.553.67 5. Liabilities
Expenditure
Subscriptions in Ad-
Advertising $ 103.28 [ 45.45 vance (2006) $ 40.00 $ 40,00
Bank Charges $ 6.50 s -
Carol Service § 47338 s - Total Liabilities $ 40.00 $ 40.00
Donations % 64.90 $ 150.00
i id e —— $ y Net Assets C s 1031781 $ 811019
Newsletter Print-
ing $ 1,153.08 $ 1,483.62 Represented by
Postage % 434.00 % 429.40 Members Funds
Rotorua Com-
bined Lakes Levy $ 42080 $ 136.82 Accumuiated Funds
Signs & Displays £ 12287 3 171.32 bought forward $ 9,110.19 % 6,985.99
Stationery $  427.00 $ 28871 Excess/(Deficit) Income over Expenditure  §  1,207.62 $ 2,124.20
Sundry Expenses $ 54.06 3 49,62
Website Develop-
ol $ 64688 $ 10,317.81 $ 9,110.19
Winter Swim $ 112.44 $ B67.65
Tax $ 85.14 $ - The accompanying notes are 1o be read in conjunction with this statement
Website Costs $ 151882 $ -
Total Expendi- Auditors Report
ture $ 5,188.42 § 342047
I report that | have examined the records of the Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association Inc. for
E“""':-'wm of Income over R R - the year ended 30th November 2006. In commen with similar organisations, control over income prior to its
F g €. 1T A4 being recorded is imited. There were no practical audit procedures to determine the effect of this imitation.
The accompanying notes are to be read in conjunction with this statement The Committee meetings and minutes are relied upon to authorise all expenditure.

In my opinion, subject to the abowve, the Statement of Financial Performance and the Statement of Financial
and the Statement of Financial Position fairty present the financial results of activities for the year
and the financial position as at 30th November 2006.

Ken Stokes
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Lake Okareka Water Quality 2006
Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association Inc.

Notes to Accounts TECHNICAL REPORT FROM JOHN McINTOSH - EBOP
For the Year ended on 30th November 2006

Below I have updated the TLI table. For 2006 the chlorophyll a and secchi disc
i data are up to date but about half the nitrogen and phosphorus data is still to be
SR analysed.

1 Subscriptions : These were received from 177 members

out of about 265 eligibleresidential properties. The TLc and TLs values will be the final result. The trend in these values will

reflect what is happening in the lake as a whole. Both the TLc and the TLs

Contingent Liabilities have got worse than the previous year so the overall TLI is likely to be worse
than last years. The 3.36 is provisional as yet.

There are no known contingent Liabilities as at Balance date.

TLe TLs TLp Tln TL

19493 3.49 2.88 2.46 351 3.08

1994 3.20 2.96 2.24 348 2.97

1995 372 330 2.54 3.44 3.25

1996 347 3.26 247 3.50 347

1997 473 3.38 2.82 3.66 3.65

1908 4,08 3.10 254 358 3.33

1999 4.04 317 244 3.83 3.30

T he Wheels of | ife 2002 376 320 236 338 317

5.00 4

4.50 -

4.00 . . 4 *
350+ e
2.00 - : u "
250 5

200 4— = : e
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[¢Tlc @ TLs|

The plot above shows the TLc and TLs. There is a slow worsening over the
whole period but over recent years the lake has been stable.
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Below is all the secchi disc data plotted. You can see that the lake has been
quite cyclical. We are currently about in the mid-range of this data set for clar-

ity.

Chlorophyll @ peaked with a big event in early 1997. The levels have been
generally decreasing since 1997 but have been fairly stable over the last few

years.

Lake Okareka secchi disc depth
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Phoslock application

Planned for last two weeks of March 2007.
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Fish Health Report

htip://www.envbop.govt.nz/water/media/pdf/Okareka-Fish-Health-131 206.pdf

Chiorophyll a S0 ™ ™ HVOD

mg/m® m mgPim® mgNm’ mg/m’iday

Change - units per year 005 -0.10 011 -2.25 -0.42
Average over period 1992 - 2006 445 BES 1.7 219.83 44 48
Percent average change (%fyear) 0.00 450 1.1 -1.02 -0.94

Above is the summary table.

This statistical analysis shows that chlorophyll a has not actually changed
significantly over the period but the plot above shows there was a wild
fluctuation which possibly dominates the analysis.

The secchi dise clarity is decreasing.

Total phosphorus is increasing (slowly).

Total nitrogen is decreasing (slowly).

The rate of de-oxygenation of the bottomn waters is decreasing.

The nutrient trends are interesting. The effect of farm intensification in the
Lake Rotorua catchment has been to increase the runoff of nitrate. This
increases the total nitrogen. In the Okareka catchment we are not seeing an
increase at the present time.

During the intensive monitoring of the Phoslock application flushes of phos-
phorus were noted following rainstorm events. The biggest source of dissolved
phosphorus is likely to be the septic tanks. We have considered that phosphorus
from septic tanks is at least partly absorbed by clay minerals (allophane) in the
soil. However, it is possible that stormwater carries a flush of dissolved phos-
phorus into the lake.

We will monitor Acacia Bay waters during this years phoslock application in
the hope of sampling runoff from a rainstorm. This will allow us to get a better
picture of the source of phosphorus.
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Conclusion

There is some evidence to show that our concerns for Lake Okareka are well
founded. The algal report shows that blue-green algae are present in moderate
numbers at times. Phosphorus levels are increasing, although this rate of

increase is not great. However, the source could well be the septic tanks and
the reticulation scheme has lost some momentum.

PRODERTY?

We offer a full range of
accounting services
for all sized businesses

Be sure to call us to discuss
*  Ownership structures
* Tax deductability of expenses
* Mortgage Security & Tax implications

MACMILLAN ACCOUNTANTS
31 White Street, Rotorua Phone 350 1018




THOMPSON MARINE
A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1996) Lid
Cnr Old Taupo & Sunset Roads, PO Box 1337, Rotorua
Phone (07) 348 4997 Fax (07) 349 2944

Sales & Service of Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser Stern Drives,
Marine Accessories, Water Skis, Life Jackets & Ski Vests, Electronics

QOutboards Sterndrives MeERCURY
4 Stroke

Optimax e
Specialised Maintenance & Service
[ erued on all Marine Engines |
also incorporating

THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY

Repairs » Furniture Recovering » Boat Canopies » Squabs
* Hull Linings, » Forestry Clothing, Chaps, Pouches etc.
Phone Jason on 348 4441

THOMPSON LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS (1996) LTD
Phone (07) 348 4441 Fax (07) 349 2944
Sales & Service of all brands of Forest & Garden Equipment.

Rotorua Agents for Husqvama Chainsaws, Trimmers, Ride-On Mowers. Walker
Ride-On Mowers. Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda Mowers. Oleomac chainsaws
and small engine products. Briggs & Stratton, Honda & Robin Engines.

WE SERVICE, SHARPEN AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

+ Chainsaws « Rotary Hoes

« Lawnpmowers « Generators

+ Reel Mowers = BlowerVacs

+ Ride-On Mowers « Water Blasters &
« Line Trimmers Pumps

= Scrub Cutters « Splitters

Forestry Pruning Equipment
{HHusqvarna




