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Classic Pub Meals | NZ Craft Beer & Ciders on Tap | Happy Hour
Live Music - Saturdays | Winter Quiz Nights - Thursdays | Function Room

crn Haupapa + Tutanekai Streets - open 7 days - 11.30am till late
reserve your table online pigandwhistle.co.nz
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Chair’s Report Winter 2025 Mitch Collins 
LŌCA - Chair 
027 574 1456 

CONTRIBUTOR

Kia ora e te whānau,

It has been a busy few months for Lake Ōkāreka Community Association (LŌCA) since our 
last report in May and it’s good to see our community’s collaborative spirit driving several key 
initiatives forward.

Community Engagement and Preparedness

A fantastic new initiative, the Community Coffee Club, kicked off on Friday, 8th August. This 
idea, which came from discussions from Rick Manley and Lucy Cotterill at last year’s AGM, has 
been an initial success. We are incredibly grateful for the use of the Lake Ōkāreka Rural Fire 
Station facilities, which has provided a hub for residents to connect.

The fire station is also central to our Community Emergency Preparedness and Response 
planning. This work, led by committee member and fire service volunteer Richard Lang, is well 
underway. We are also looking to fund an emergency generator onsite to be maintained and 
operated by FENZ. 

On the topic of emergency response, the Rotorua Lakes Council’s Plan Change 8 has 
introduced several new potential hazards. To help our community better understand these 
risks, we are actively working with geotechnical expertise and GNS Science on the proposed 
fault mapping and what this means for residents in new fault avoidance zones. Furthermore, we 
are making significant progress in challenging the Bay of Plenty Regional Council’s (BOPRC) 
current flooding model. This model is based solely on historic lake levels (to 2020) and failed 
to account for the crucial flood control works at the Ōkāreka outlet. We are committed to 
ensuring a more accurate and fair assessment for our community. Submissions close on the 8th 
September.

Projects and Operations

Our “Te Ara O Tukonohi” signage project is entering its next phase. We are working closely with 
mana whenua, Tuhourangi, to weave their knowledge and stories into the interpretation panels 
around the lake, enriching the experience for all who use the walkways now as a loop.

We’re moving to take out a few more pest trees, notably cherries, from roadside areas and 
controlling those that have “re-emerged” in preparation for native planting. The road reserve 
access corridor on Okareka Loop Rd by the southern corner of Calder being our next target 
area as this footpath can be skinny, feel a bit unsafe with traffic, and prone to a lot of leaf litter.
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Ngā mihi nui, 
Mitch Collins 
Chair - Lake Ōkāreka Community Association

Mitch

Turning to our campgrounds, we’ve had another successful year. Following a review with our 
Campground Manager, Les, we want to formally recognise his invaluable contribution and the 
need to ensure he gets a well-deserved break from time to time. We have managed to retain a 
decent number of visitors and improve security at the campground, making it more welcoming 
for families and less welcoming for “shitheads”.

Our discussions with the Department of Conservation (DoC) regarding the future of our 
campground model are ongoing. The current model works incredibly well for our community, 
but we are mindful that incoming policy changes from DoC have the potential to make it 
unworkable. While we see opportunities within the DoC reforms - such as opening up access 
to areas previously restricted under the Conservation Management Strategy (CMS), like for 
example: off-road bike access to the Blue Lake, we remain wary of the impact that centralised 
booking systems could have on our campground margins and the unique character of our site 
operations.

Looking Ahead

In line with the new Incorporated Societies Act 2022, we are in the process of updating our 
constitution to ensure we meet the new requirements. The constitution is effectively the same 
document, with some mandatory updates and a few tidy ups that will help us to still legally exist.

Please mark your calendars for our Annual General Meeting (AGM), which has been set for 
Tuesday, 21st October. This is a great opportunity for you to hear more about our work and 
have your say. We strongly encourage community members to consider volunteering for the 
committee. Fresh perspectives are vital as we look toward our next phase of work, which 
includes planning for significant spending on large-scale conservation projects within the 
catchment.

We are well represented in the catchment and that also extends to two Ōkāreka residents 
standing for respective district and regional council roles (one being a committee member). Be 
sure to read up on the candidates in the official election guidance and prepare to vote.

This will hopefully be my last post as Chair. It has been a great time and I have very much 
enjoyed it but have a rabble of now three young kids to help parent. We have a good stable 
base, an awesome team and a good stream of projects incoming. We are looking for some new 
energy to help lead LŌCA, so please do volunteer.
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Urgent Scrutiny Needed for Council’s 
Plan Change 8
The Rotorua Lakes Council has recently notified Plan Change 8 (Natural Hazards), a significant 
proposal that will update the rules and mapping for natural hazards across the district. While 
the Lake Ōkāreka Community Association (LŌCA) supports the goal of managing these risks, 
we have serious concerns that the “broad-brush” nature of this plan change overlooks critical, 
local-specific details that could negatively impact our community.

Our concerns are focused on two key areas: outdated flooding data and new, unclear fault 
line mapping. The deadline for submissions is fast approaching on 8 September 2025, and it’s 
crucial that residents are informed and have their say.

1. Flood Risk

A primary concern is that the proposed flood maps fail to account for major, recent mitigation 
works at Lake Ōkāreka. In 2021, with significant investment from the Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council, the lake outlet control structure was upgraded. This work was specifically designed to 
prevent a repeat of the 2017 floods, and engineering assessments at the time confirmed that the 
upgrades completely mitigated flood impacts, even accounting for climate change projections.

Figure 1. Flood model overlay (BOPRC)
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Despite this, the Council’s new flood modelling for Plan Change 8 is based on a simplistic 
statistical analysis of historic lake level data that only goes up to 2020. It completely ignores the 
multi-million dollar upgrades completed in 2021.

By using this outdated and inaccurate data, the Council risks locking our community into a 
high-risk flooding overlay that doesn’t reflect our current, much lower risk profile. This could 
have serious consequences for land use, insurance eligibility, and property values for years to 
come.

2. Fault Lines

Just as concerning is the introduction of new and extended Fault Avoidance Zones (FAZs) 
based on recent GNS Science mapping. As shown in the images below, this has significant 
implications for our area.

Figure 2. Current RLC Geyserview Fault Map

Of particular concern, the Crater Lake Fault has been extended through the Acacia Road 
peninsula, placing many properties inside an FAZ for the first time. The critical issue is that 
the ‘Recurrence Interval’ (how often the fault is expected to move) for this fault is listed as 
“Unknown.”

This ambiguity is dangerous. When a property owner in this zone applies for a building consent, 
the Council could take the most conservative approach and assume a high-risk recurrence 
interval. This could mean severe building restrictions and trigger requirements for costly 
geotechnical reports and resource consents.

LŌCA believes the Council must provide absolute clarity on what an “Unknown” classification 
means for residents before this Plan proceeds.
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Figure 3. Proposed GNS/RLC Plan Change 8 Fault Map

Our Position and What You Can Do

Given the significant potential impacts and the short timeframe for submissions, LŌCA is 
advocating for the Council to:

1.	 Confirm that the flood modelling for Lake Ōkāreka will be updated to reflect the 2021 outlet 
upgrades before the plan is finalised.

2.	 Provide clarity on the rules and implications for properties within FAZs where the 
recurrence interval is “Unknown.”

3.	 Pause the Plan Change 8 process to allow for these critical issues to be properly 
addressed and to give our community sufficient time to respond. The September 8 
deadline is simply too soon.

We strongly encourage all residents to get involved.

•	 Get Informed: Review the council’s information to see how your property may be affected. 
 
o Plan Change 8 Info: https://participate.rotorualakescouncil.nz/district-plan-change-8-
natural-hazards  
 
o GNS Active Faults Map: data.gns.cri.nz/af  (This map offers a clearer view of the fault 
lines).
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•	 Make a Submission: It is vital that the Council hears directly from affected residents. If you 
have concerns, please make a submission before the 8 September 2025 deadline. You can 
find details on how to do this on the Plan Change 8 webpage.

•	 Challenge the Data: Landowners can challenge the fault mapping on their property by 
submitting site-specific evidence from a qualified geo-professional to GNS Science for 
review.

LŌCA will be making a formal submission on behalf of the community. However, individual 
submissions are powerful and essential to show the Council the scale of our community’s 
concerns. Let’s ensure our voices are heard.
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ARB MEN TREE CARE
CALL YOUR TRUSTED TREE CARE PROFESSIONALS                             021 873 363

> Tree Removals  
> Tree Reduction  
> Tree Felling 

> Land Clearing  
> Hedge Trimming  
> Stump Grinding 

> Emergency Call Outs
> Crane Assisted  
    Tree Removals

www.arbmen.co.nz

peter@arbmen.co.nz
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Upcoming Changes 
to the LŌCA  
Constitution

Dear Members,

This report provides an important update 
on proposed changes to the Lake Ōkāreka 
Community Association (LŌCA) Constitution. 
The Committee has prepared a new draft 
constitution that will be presented for your 
approval at our next Annual General Meeting 
(AGM).

The purpose of this report is to explain why 
these changes are necessary, summarise the 
key updates, and reassure you that the core 
purpose and values of our Association remain 
the same.

Why Are We Changing the Constitution?

The primary driver for this update is the 
introduction of the new Incorporated Societies 
Act 2022. This new legislation sets modern 
standards for how incorporated societies 
in New Zealand are governed. All 24,000 
incorporated societies in the country, including 
LŌCA, are required to review and update their 
constitutions to comply with this new Act.

We are legally required to adopt a new, 
compliant constitution and register it by April 
2026. Your committee has taken a proactive 
approach to ensure we meet this deadline and 
continue to operate with good governance and 
full legal compliance.

Our Approach to the Changes

To ensure full compliance with the Act, 
the Committee has used the prescribed 
constitution form-builder. This means that 
many of the changes are mandatory updates to 
legal wording and procedural matters required 
by the new law. While the new constitution 
may look different and more detailed, its 

fundamental principles align with our existing 
purpose.

In essence, the heart of LŌCA remains 
unchanged. Our objectives—to promote, 
preserve, and protect the interests and 
welfare of our Lake Ōkāreka community and 
its environment—are identical in the new 
draft. The changes are about modernising 
how we operate, not what we stand for.

Summary of Key Changes

The new constitution introduces clearer 
and more transparent processes. Here is a 
summary of the most significant mandatory 
updates:

1. Improved Governance and Officer 
Duties:

•	 Conflict of Interest: Clear procedures 
are now in place for committee members 
to declare and manage any conflicts 
of interest. This ensures decisions are 
always made in the best interest of the 
Association.

•	 Officer Eligibility: The new Act specifies 
clear eligibility criteria for who can 
serve on the Committee, enhancing 
accountability.

•	 Committee Structure: The “Executive 
Committee” is now simply called the 	
“Committee.” The Chairperson will have 
a casting vote in the event of a tie to 
prevent deadlocks.

2. Enhanced Member Rights and 
Engagement:

•	 Dispute Resolution: A formal, fair, and 
confidential procedure for resolving any 	
disputes within the Association is now 
included, as required by the Act.

•	 Access to Information: The rights of 
members to request information from 
the 	 Association are now clearly defined, 
promoting transparency.

•	 Electronic Participation: The constitution 
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formally allows for members to attend and 	
vote at meetings electronically, making it 
easier for everyone to participate.

3. Modernised Procedural Rules:

•	 Membership: The process for becoming a 
member now requires written consent, 	
ensuring our membership register is 
accurate.

•	 General Meetings: The quorum for a 
General Meeting has been updated to 
5 financial members. The deadline for 
holding the AGM is now within 6 months of 
our financial year-end (30 September).

•	 Proxy Voting: Rules for proxy voting have 
been clarified to ensure fairness and 
accuracy and include both in-person and 
email.

What Remains the Same?

•	 It is important to highlight that the core 
spirit and purpose of LŌCA are not 
changing.

•	 Our charitable objects and purpose remain 
exactly the same.

•	 Our focus on the well-being of the Lake 
Ōkāreka community and environment is 	
unwavering.

•	 The types of membership (Member, Life 
Member, Honorary Member) are retained.

•	 The process for altering the constitution 
(requiring a two-thirds majority vote) 
remains.

Next Steps

We are seeking community feedback before the 
upcoming Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, 
21st October 2025 where we will formally 
present the draft constitution for discussion and 
a vote of acceptance at.

We believe these changes are a positive and 
necessary step forward, ensuring LŌCA can 
operate legally and is well-positioned for the 

future. We thank you for your understanding 
and continued support of the Lake Ōkāreka 
Community Association.

Sincerely,

Mitch Collins,Chair, 
On behalf of the LŌCA Committee

Support Your 
Lake Ōkāreka 
Community!  
It’s time to renew your Lake Ōkāreka 
Community Association subscription, 
and your support makes a real 
difference! By renewing your $30 
subscription, you help us continue our 
work in preserving and enhancing our 
beautiful Lake Ōkāreka community. 
 
Renewing is Easy! 
To renew, simply make a payment of 
$30 to our bank account:  
031552-0115767-00. 
 
Please remember to include your 
name and address in the payment 
details so we can correctly allocate 
your subscription. 
 
Thank you for helping us make Lake 
Ōkāreka an even better place to live!
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 IF IT’S ALREADY   
 HAPPENED   
USE 105

IF IT’S  
HAPPENING   

NOW CALL 111



L Ō C A  N E W S L E T T E R  W I N T E R  2 0 2 5

Page 13

 IF IT’S ALREADY   
 HAPPENED   
USE 105

IF IT’S  
HAPPENING   

NOW CALL 111

See something? Do something! 
Winter 2025

Rich Lang 
LŌCA - Member 
Serving Police Officer  
0274 599 018

CONTRIBUTOR

We are well past the shortest day, and screaming head long into summer!  The days are getting 
longer and its lighter in the mornings, and I can feel the warm air on my face already. Well just 
about.

There have been a couple of sketchy mornings on our roads, winter isn’t over yet, be vigilant, 
there will still be cooler starts.  The quarry road is also a little greener than usual!

The streets have been somewhat quieter around the village, quieter than in recent months. 
There was a driver, many reported for their apparent abuse and lack of consideration of other 
road users, remember reporting is the only way to effect any change.

There was a recent event involving animals that are not resident of Ōkāreka.  Thank you to those 
that help others, it is always appreciated by those in need.  Special thank you to the person who 
did a lot on this occasion. You know who you are.

We love our village and cherish the beauty and remoteness it offers; it contains public reserves 
and roads, this means anyone can come here.  What none of us want is the anti-social 
behaviours and potential harm to our residents.

It is important to reiterate: report, report and report.  

•	 If property or people are in immediate danger, call 111

•	 If you have witnessed Anti-social behaviour that you don’t think meets what the average 
person would accept, then call 105 or complete an online report. 

•	 If it’s happening now 111

•	 If it has happened and no one is in continued danger 105 online or phone.

•	 There is always the option of anonymous reporting via 0800 Crime stoppers

Just remember though, you can’t report something on another’s behalf unless they want you to 
report it for them. For any criminal action to be taken, the ‘victim’ needs to have made an official 
complaint or statement.

This brings me to the Community Hub. There have been a number of residents jump in to assist 
with the set up, coordination and offer of help when the inevitable occurs. 

You would have received your booklet filled with information to assist your household.
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With the support of LOCA members, we’ve secured some new supplies and equipment that will 
help us get things rolling. Now we are looking develop the breath of our knowledge about the 
make up of our community. 

Community Skills, Resources & Support Network

Our community is building a register of people, tools, and resources that could help in an 
emergency.

We are looking for:

•	 Skills & Knowledge – e.g., medical, mechanical, construction, logistics, communications, 
first aid, cooking for large groups, etc.

•	 Tools & Equipment – e.g., generators, water pumps, radios, vehicles, heavy machinery, 
medical kits.

•	 Networks & Contacts – connections to others with specialist knowledge or resources.

•	 Special Knowledge – anything that could assist during a community emergency.

We also ask for community members who may be vulnerable, live alone, or could need extra 
assistance in a crisis, to get in touch.

How to contribute:

Either scan the QR code below or send your name, contact details, and a short description of 
your skills, resources, or any information to: Rich Lang 
Email:  jumborich17@gmail.com 
Mob:  0274 599 018

By working together, we can ensure everyone is supported when it matters most.

 
 
Best, 
Rich Lang, LŌCA - Member 
Serving Police Officer

Rich

Stay Prepared,  
Stay Connected: 
Community Emergency 
Support Register 
 
Scan the QR code to register your details with the 
Community Emergency Support Register.
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JENNY DONNE
+ INTEGRITY = RESULTS

SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

A LT O G E T H E R  B E T T E R Res ident ia l  /  Commerc ia l  /  Rura l  /  P roper ty  Serv ices

Jenny Donne - Lakes Specialist 
Jenny appreciates that buying and selling real estate can be complex, sophisticated and often deeply personal. Providing excellent customer service comes naturally to 
her as she has a commitment to work hard, listen and follow through. Her quality service builds healthy, positive relationships with clients and effective communication 
means she’s able to maintain those relationships. 

Jenny Donne Lakes and Residential Sales
P 07 349 5356 | M 027 385 0566 | E jenny.donne@bayleys.co.nz
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Lake Ōkāreka Volunteer  
Fire Brigade

Kierin Oppatt 
Chief Fire Officer 
027 777 5130

CONTRIBUTOR

Welcome to the latest update from your Lake Ōkāreka Volunteer Fire Brigade. As summer nears, 
we’re focusing on growing our team, boosting community preparedness, and celebrating the 
ongoing efforts of our people both here at home and abroad. Read on for our key initiatives and 
how you can get involved.

Youth Recruitment & Driver Training Incentives 
We’re calling all local teenagers and residents aged 16 and up to join the brigade and kick-start 
your driving experience. Our brigade offers:

•	 Class 1 learners, restricted, and full licence fee reimbursement

•	 Approved defensive driving course reimbursement

•	 Qualifications for four-wheel-driving and emergency response

•	 Access to Class 2 and Class 4 licence training

Whether you’re aiming to drive our appliances or boost your skill set, we’ll guide you through 
every step and cover the costs. Furthermore, teenagers who volunteer with fire brigades have 
better success with future university applications, university hall admissions, scholarship 
applications, and job applications.
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Canadian Wildfires

Phil Muldoon is on deployment at Cross Lake in Manitoba for six weeks, aiding Canadian crews 
as they battle one of the country’s most intense wildfire seasons on record. So far in 2025, more 
than 5.8 million hectares have burned across provinces like Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta. Hundreds of active fires have forced thousands from their homes and generated smoke 
plumes that drift as far south as the northern United States.

Incident Response Recap 
It’s been quieter here at Lake Ōkāreka, with only a handful of callouts so far. While fewer fires, 
weather events, and medical assists mean calm nights for our crews, we remain on high alert. 
Training drills are conducted weekly, ensuring that every firefighter stays sharp and ready.

Call for Community Emergency Hub Volunteers 
Have you managed projects, teams, or resources in your profession? LOCA is building a 
Community Emergency Hub and is seeking individuals with experience in administration and 
coordination. As a hub team member, you’ll:

•	 Develop local contingency plans

•	 Coordinate supply logistics during events  

•	 Facilitate communication between agencies and residents  

Your skills could strengthen our collective resilience when disasters strike.

Thank you for being part of this vibrant community. Stay safe, stay prepared and don’t hesitate 
to reach out if you’d like to volunteer, learn more about our driver-training, or get involved with 
the emergency hub. 
Ngā mihi nui,

Kierin 
Kierin Oppatt - Chief Fire Officer 
Lake Ōkāreka Volunteer Fire Brigade 
027 777 5130 or kierin.oppatt@fireandemergency.nz
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GoodSAM App & AED Awareness

Community response plays a significant role in increasing cardiac arrest survival rates. Higher 
odds of survival are found when bystander CPR is performed (3 x higher odds of survival), 
community defibrillation is used (2.1x), or a GoodSAM responder is present on the scene (1.7x).

Timely medical support saves lives. We encourage all local healthcare professionals to 
download the GoodSAM app, which will alert them to nearby cardiac arrests or drownings. 
For everyone, please familiarise yourself with the locations of our four community Automated 
External Defibrillators:

Lake Ōkāreka Hall entrance  

Lake Ōkāreka Fire Station entrance

Boyes Beach Amenity Block 

15 Steep Street entrance

Knowing where an AED is located could make the difference.

GoodSAM  
The GoodSAM (Good Smartphone Activated 
Medics) application alerts community 
responders to nearby cardiac arrests. Anyone 
who is trained in CPR and how to use a 
defibrillator is able to register as a Good SAM 
responder (www.goodsamapp.org).

Currently there are 13,502 people registered 
as GoodSAM responders across Aotearoa New 
Zealand. 

In 2023/24, the odds of survival increased by 
70% when a GoodSAM responder attended the 
scene.

Over the past 5 years, the proportion of 
OHCA events with a GoodSAM responder 
in attendance has increased. In the 2023/24 
year, 23% of all OHCA events had a GoodSAM 
present (figure 8).
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Roly Bagshaw 
Senior Maritime Officer 
- Lakes  
0800 884 880

CONTRIBUTORS

Harbourmaster Team Update:  
July 2025
Kia ora koutou,

It’s been a mixed bag of winter weather lately with winter storms contrasting with some 
unseasonably beautiful calm days to entice keen lake users out onto the water. 

Winter brings unique risks for those out on the water. Influencing conditions like wind speed, 
water and air temperature, and wave height often differ from summer. If you end up in the water 
during winter, your chances of survival drop sharply. The water is colder, the days are shorter, 
and fewer people are around to help if something goes wrong.

While people who are out in winter are likely more experienced, they shouldn’t underestimate 
these seasonal variations by taking the ‘she’ll be right’ attitude.  Being able to ‘read the water, 
trust your gut and beat the odds’ may not be enough when winter conditions are added to the 
mix and safety rules are ignored.

Nationally in winter 2024, we saw the highest number of boating deaths ever recorded during 
the winter months - 11 in total.
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HARBOURMASTER WINTER MAHI

As part of our annual maintenance our team conducts 
audits on all lake navigation aids and signage. It’s 
important that all these are doing their job and keeping 
everyone safe.

Storms can damage or move our navigation aids (like 
5 knot buoys). If you do see something that looks out 
of place, please report it to 0800 5KNOTS or email 
harbourmasters@boprc.govt.nz We’ll attempt to fix any 
of these issues as fast as we can.

Heavy rainfall and wind can introduce navigational 
hazards such as logs, debris and broken structures to 
our navigable waters. Again, the best place to report 
such things is to 0800 5 KNOTS.

As always please take care and follow the safe boating 
rules. It’s important your craft is in good shape, 
everyone is wearing a lifejacket and  you have two 
forms of communication. Watch the weather and if in 
doubt don’t go out!

Roly
Roly Bagshaw 
Senior Maritime Officer (Lakes) 
Harbourmaster Team BOPRC, Bay of Plenty Regional Council

Five or fine
Stick to the five knot rule and reduce your speed when within:

• 50m of people and boats

• 200m of the shore or a diving flag

Lifejackets save lives

If you can’t be heard, 
you can’t be helped.

It takes three to ski

Many people can only tread water for 10 minutes. 
The average response time is much longer. 
Always wear a lifejacket.

Always carry two forms of waterproof communication 
that work where you’re boating.

•  You must have an observer on board 
who is aged 10 or over

• Travel in an anti-clockwise direction

• Always look ahead

•  Consider the effect your wake has on 
other boats, people and structures

 your  
next trip   your  
next trip   your  
next trip  Don’t let 

  be your last!Don’t let 
  be your last!
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Five or fine
Stick to the five knot rule and reduce your speed when within:

• 50m of people and boats

• 200m of the shore or a diving flag
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The average response time is much longer. 
Always wear a lifejacket.

Always carry two forms of waterproof communication 
that work where you’re boating.

•  You must have an observer on board 
who is aged 10 or over

• Travel in an anti-clockwise direction

• Always look ahead

•  Consider the effect your wake has on 
other boats, people and structures

 your  
next trip   your  
next trip   your  
next trip  Don’t let 

  be your last!Don’t let 
  be your last!
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Find out what your home is worth 
in today’s market. 
Email me and I will send an up-to-date property 
report. Your report includes the CV, sales history, 
suburb trends, and recent sales and listings to help 
gauge your property’s current value.

Anita Martelli 027 552 6482
AREINZ | anita.martelli@raywhite.com
Amtos Realty Services Ltd Licensed REAA 2008
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Find out what your home is worth 
in today’s market. 
Email me and I will send an up-to-date property 
report. Your report includes the CV, sales history, 
suburb trends, and recent sales and listings to help 
gauge your property’s current value.

Anita Martelli 027 552 6482
AREINZ | anita.martelli@raywhite.com
Amtos Realty Services Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

Te Wakaunua Te 
Kurapa 
Biosecurity Officer 
(Aquatic Pests) 
Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council Toi Moana  
0800 884 880

CONTRIBUTOR

Biosecurity Update
Kia ora koutou, 

Winter is always a quieter period for freshwater biosecurity but as always, protecting our lakes 
and rivers from freshwater pests needs to remain a constant priority for anyone using the lakes.

New Pests in the plan 

Following a partial review of the Bay of Plenty 2020 – 2030 Regional Pest Management Plan 
(RPMP) there have been several changes involving both aquatic and terrestrial pests that may 
interest residents. 
Introduced Turtles 
Four species of introduced freshwater turtles have been included in the RPMP. The red-eared 
slider turtle is the one of most concern. They are popular as a household pet and because they 
can live up to 50 years old, the choice of ‘releasing them into the wild’ when they are no longer 
wanted is perceived to be a good one – without consideration of the potential environmental 
impacts. 

Reports of turtles across the region and around the Rotorua Lakes have become more 
common in recent years but despite being included in the RPMP, Council’s powers to manage 
and control them are quite limited. If you do see a turtle in the wild, then please notify us by 
reporting your sighting to Stop.pests@boprc.govt.nz 

Red-eared slider turtle 

Corbicula (gold clam)  
Following the discovery of gold clam (corbicula) in the Waikato 
in 2023 and the efforts of locals to stop it’s spread to the 
region; corbicula is now included as an exclusion pest in the 
plan.  This means that council can better prepare to help stop 
an incursion and take swift action if it is found in the region.   

Nationally, the CAN (Controlled Area Notice) rules that have 
been in place for the last couple of years remain. That means 
any boaties that have been in the Waikato River in the last 30 
days or anyone planning to go to Lake Ōkataina must head to 
The Wash station on Te Ngae Road and complete the required 
Check, Clean Dry process before completing the necessary 
forms. 
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Wallabies 
All known species of wallabies are now included in the 
RPMP which previously only listed dama wallabies.  The 
discovery of wild populations of parma wallabies in 
2023 highlighted the need to expand the list, however 
in practical terms there are no changes to the way that 
wallaby surveillance and control is managed in and 
around the Rotorua Lakes. 

We know that there are high populations of wallabies 
around Lake Ōkāreka but the team ask for sightings - 
regardless of whether they are in the bush, shot while 
hunting or on the roadside - to still be reported through 
reportwallabies.nz as it allows insights for potential 
control work further down the track.

Bennetts wallaby 

Pest / Wilding Conifers 
To better control the spread of conifers, certain species 
are now defined in the RPMP as ‘pest conifers’ meaning 
that they are treated as pests regardless of whether 
they have been deliberately planted or have spread 
naturally (wilding). Previously only wilding conifers were 
required to be removed, so this change in rules means 
that a proactive approach can be taken to controlling 
the species listed under this Progressive Containment 
programme which include:

Lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta), Scots pine (Pinus 
sylvestris), European larch (Larix decidua), Dwarf 
Mountain pine (Pinus mugo), and Mountain pine (Pinus 
unicinata) 

Note Pest conifers do not include potted, miniature or 
sterile hybrid versions of Scots pine, dwarf mountain 
pine, mountain pine and European larch.

The automated gate that was installed at Lake Ōkataina in June is working well – ensuring that 
boats and trailers are clean before using the boat ramp and reducing the manpower needed to 
check for compliance. 

For everyone else, continuing to be vigilant in checking, cleaning and drying boats, gear and 
trailers when moving between any waterways remains the best chance to stop any freshwater 
pests – plant, fish or clam – from invading our waterways.  

Pinus contorta 

Te Wakaunua
Te Wakaunua Te Kurapa 
Biosecurity Officer (Aquatic Pests) 
Bay of Plenty Regional Council Toi Moana 
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Justine Randell 
Lakes Operations 
Officer 
0800 884 880

CONTRIBUTOR

BOPRC Lakes Operations  
Report
The Rotorua region has received some significant rain over the last 3 months since my last 
update, and the most recent rain event at the end of July caused a rapid increase of 190mm 
in lake level over the course of around just 24 hours.  Other lakes in the region, namely Lake 
Rotoehu and Rotomā, with no lake outlets, are starting to again lap at previously flooded 
properties and roads from two years ago when these lakes were high.  

As Lake Ōkareka’s level has risen, flows in the Waitangi stream have increased.  Currently we 
are running the stream at its maximum consented flow rate of 500 L/sec, or 0.5 m3/sec as the 
graph below depicts.  We will continue to target this flow as lake levels reduce to around the 
middle of the consented range at 353.7 mRL.

If you have any questions or comments about this work, please feel free to contact me.

Justine Randell, Bay of Plenty Regional Council Toi Moana

Justine
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13/33 Waipa State Mill Road, Rotorua NZ        07 348 4442        secretspot.nz

Soak in your own forest hot tub in the heart of New Zealand’s
mountain biking mecca, complete with tub-side bar service.
Experience our new cold plunge tubs, try our tasty BaseCamp
street food & smash burgers, and unwind with a Shinny Dip foot
hot tub, free with any purchase. Locals deals available!
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Eighteen students on the level 6 Ecological Restoration at the Tauranga Toi Ohomai course 
visited TSR on 16 July. The reserve is considered “a great example of restoration from a species 
perspective involving recovery of extant populations/species”. The group were hosted by Paul 
Cashmore (DOC botanist) and Mike Goodwin (co-manager of the F&B Tikitapu Care Group).  
Mike explained the history of the project – a joint effort between F&B, Rotorua Botanical Soc and 
members of the community.

Tikitapu Pest Control 
Project: July 2025

CONTRIBUTOR

Margaret Dick 
Forest & Bird 
rotorua.branch@
forestandbird.org.nz

Volunteer working bees to prepare 
for the 2025 toxin operation were 
held in May, June and early July 
to clear access along bait lines 
and monitoring lines, and to check 
Philproof and Romark bait stations.

The toxin programme using Pindone 
pellets is scheduled to begin the first 
weekend of August 2025. In contrast 
to the last few years we will not 
be distributing Feratox® Bio Bags 
(these contain embedded potassium 
cyanide pellets) in 2025.

Warning signs will be erected around the 
perimeter of the reserve on the day before 
toxin is deployed. These will remain in place 
until clearance is given by the Department 
of Conservation. Typically this will be in 
December when any carcasses of animals that 
may have ingested poison will have completely 
broken down. Dogs, in particular, are very 
susceptible to the anticoagulant that we put 
into the bait stations.
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Margaret Dick
Margaret Dick 
Forest & Bird 
Ph: 0274202022 
rotorua.branch@forestandbird.org.nz

If you are interested in assisting with the programme please get in touch with Margaret (contact 
details below) or email the Rotorua F&B branch . We welcome new volunteers. 

The traps that are deployed around the perimeter of the managed area are checked twice 
monthly throughout the year and have yielded the following results for 2024: 

Catches for the 6 months January to July 2025:

Rats		  126		  Possums		 74	 Mustelids	 1 
Mice		  18		  Hedgehogs	 14

Our thanks to all the volunteers who, in many and varied ways, contribute to the success of this 
project.   

Pre-operation monitoring for rats and marsupials was undertaken in mid-July; results have not 
yet been confirmed.

Work days are: 
3rd and 4th August: Toxin will go into bait stations 
17th and 18th August: Top up of toxin in bait stations 
8th and 9th September: Removal of any remaining toxin

Classic Pub Meals | NZ Craft Beer & Ciders on Tap | Happy Hour
Live Music - Saturdays | Winter Quiz Nights - Thursdays | Function Room

crn Haupapa + Tutanekai Streets - open 7 days - 11.30am till late
reserve your table online pigandwhistle.co.nz
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Landcare Okareka volunteers have continued with their projects around Lake Okareka over summer, 
autumn and into winter 2025.  Pest animal trapping has continued throughout these months along 
with wetland weed removal of willows and other weeds species and preparation of planting sites for 
this coming winter and spring of 2025. Thank you to all of the  Landcare Okareka volunteers helping 
with these on going projects. 

Plantings:

So far this winter we have held 2 planting days in the Millar Road wetland area. This year the 
plantings have been scattered throughout the area, and more infill planting has also been done. 
Plants this year came from Bay of Plenty Regional Council, with additional donated plants from 
Treeline Nurseries in exchange for seeds gathered by local LO volunteers for the nursery, and also 
seedlings grown on by local LO volunteers. Lots more (900+) native plants have been planted this 
winter.

Landcare Ōkāreka Report 
Winter 2025

Sandra Goodwin 
Landcare Ōkāreka 
slgoodwin.nz@gmail.com

C O N T R I B U T O R S

Photo 1: Sorting plants ready for planting in Millar Road wetland, July 2025
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Animal Pest Trapping:

The team of Landcare Okareka volunteers continue to check and rebait the traps along the various 
trapping lines around the edge of Lake Okareka and in the Millar Road wetlands on a regular 
basis. The volunteers are continuing to catch good numbers of rats and possums, along with the 
occasional stoat and weasel.

 A huge thank you to everyone who is helping with this project. And a big thank you to local 
Okareka people who have donated lures for the trapping team to use in their traps for rats and 
possums!

If you are keen to help with trapping, please contact Mike Goodwin 0274 996 082 or email him:  
mikegoodwin.nz@gmail.com

As per usual we ask parents and children to take a responsible attitude towards traps if you should 
notice them. Do not touch or poke anything in to the traps. They are there for a purpose. 

Rat Bait Available:

Ditrac rat bait for bait stations is still available. This is funded by Bay of Plenty Regional Council. If 
you require bait for your bait station please contact either Rod Stace 362 8523 or Mike & Sandra 
Goodwin 362 8865 to arrange a time to collect.

Wasps:

Wasps do not really seem to have quitened down too much over winter this year, in spite of the 
frosts and rain we have been getting. If you have a wasp trap now is the time to get it out and try to 
trap queen wasps as they head out to create new nests.

Litter and Rubbish Collection:

A huge thank you to those caring local people who have been undertaking recent litter and rubbish 
collection around Lake Okareka roads and reserve areas. Your efforts are really appreciated.

Photo 2: Morning tea for Landcare Okareka volunteers during a planting day, July 2025
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Weed Control:

This is always ongoing especially over summer and autumn. 

More recent property owners have no idea how different this place used to be. Over the years since 
Landcaare Okareka formed in 2003, 1000’s of weeds have been removed and in their place many 
1000’s of  NZ plants, shrubs and trees have taken their place.

If you are keen to help out with weed and/or animal pest control or planting, please get in touch.

Sandra Goodwin 
Secretary, Landcare Ōkāreka 
slgoodwin.nz@gmail.com or 07 362 8865 or 0274 711 915 
And don’t forget to LIKE our Landcare Okareka facebook page!

Sandra
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Firstly a bit of maintenance: The courts have had a visit from Tiger Turf to keep the weeds under 
control, the perimeter nets were re-attached at the bottom last season - as some youth think it’s 
more fun to crawl under the netting (or climb over!) than go through the gate! Grrrrr!! We prefer 
people to join, not wreck our fence and cause damage.

Annual family subs will be due again in October, the code will change a few days before 
Labour weekend. We are staying at $120 per household for another year. 

Help us keep our Membership list up to date, (as many emails bounce back) - please take 
2mins after reading this and visit our facebook page, www.facebook/lakeokarekatennisclub. 
Then click on the link to Update details or Join. Complete the 4 questions online and then 
please pay your sub - 03 1552 013036900 Lake okareka tennis and netball club

Once we have your details and payment we will email you the new gate code in October.

Lake Ōkāreka Tennis Club

CONTRIBUTOR

Anna, Shanon, Tam, 
Emily, Shelley 
Lake Okareka Tennis 
Club

TENNIS LESSONS are back for Term 4! 
This is a great way to connect with the community on a Friday 
evening, bring the family down!

Fridays from 4pm

Kids aged 5 and up are welcome to join and adults if there is 
enough interest to make lesson

Children are divided up by ability

Fun & engaging lessons (45mins-60mins long)

Dinner is sorted by the bbq roster!

Follow our Facebook page to hear about the first free FUN Friday 
session! www.facebook/lakeokarekatennisclub

CALLING ALL TENNIS COACHES  
You don’t need to be a professional, we are looking for 1-2 people  
to help coach and grow the skills of kids in our community. Perhaps a student with a passion for 
tennis, a parent who used to play!? 

As daylight savings approaches we could start up Tuesday club nights if there is enough 
interest.  
Or call Tamson for the low down about lessons - 027 7700 9764 
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Anna, Emily, Tamson, Shelley

We are not only a tennis club! 

Netball:  We’ve had a couple of awesome community netball games over the winter.

Okareka vs Tarawera, with Okareka bringing home the trophy! 

Great to see the courts being used and the community coming together over a few sausages 
afterwards. 

If you’d like to be part of the local social netball action contact Tamson. Or if you have a similar 
event idea we could run on the courts, give us a shout to discuss it.

The cricket nets are holding up well and dry out pretty quick after rain. If you have a keen 
cricketer in your household pop down for a bash and help them run off some steam!

Thanks for your continued support, the courts are a  great asset and it’s fun to see them being 
used by many.

See you out there.

Call Tamson for info about tennis or netball  
02777 009764
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Lake Ōkāreka Preschool News
We celebrated Matariki with joy and reflection, sending our hopes and dreams to Hiwa-i-te-
Rangi, the wishing star.

Megan, Davina & 
Leslie 
Preschool Teachers 
Phone 07-362 8606

CONTRIBUTORS

Our stage sparkled with glowing stars, and we created beautiful drawings of our whānau to 
honour the connections that matter most. We shared a delicious hākari of roasted potatoes, 
kūmara, carrots, and pumpkin, and danced the night away with our whānau at the Matariki 
disco. A special time of togetherness, gratitude, and celebration.
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We have some beautiful new bird and insect wings—keep your eyes peeled as they flutter by! 
You might need to take a second look to catch them in action.

We had a special visit from Twinkle the lamb at Preschool! 
A big thank you to Jolie and Micaiah for bringing this wonderful experience to life. The tamariki 
loved meeting Twinkle — it was a moment full of joy, curiosity, and gentle cuddles.
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Leslie, Davina and Erin

Kate Hudson 
Corneotherapist, Skin Therapist 
11 Calder Road, Lake Okareka 

www.studio-eleven.co.nz   
kate.studioeleven@gmail.com 

 

Specialising in Customised Facials, Sculpting Buccal 
Massage, Oncology Aesthetics,  Collagen Induction 
Therapy, Celluma Pro LED, Gua Sha. Treating Acne, 
Rosacea, Psoriasis, eczema, scarring, anti-ageing, 
Perioral Dermatitis and general skin health. 

Winner Prologic Australasia for Case Study Results 
2024 

Runner Up dermaviduals Australasia for Skin Barrier 
Conditions 2022 

Finalist—Corneotherapist of the Year 2021 & 2022 

Awarded NZ Most Promising Skin Therapist 2021 
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Kate Hudson 
Corneotherapist, Skin Therapist 
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Preschool contact Mobile: 0275245158, Landline: 362 8606 
Email office@lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz. Website: www.lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz and Like 
us on Facebook and see what other adventures we have been up to. 

Your Teaching Team, Leslie, Davina and Erin

Tūmatauenga, the Atua of people, now stands proudly in 
our playground.

Tamariki are welcome to visit Tū, to share their thoughts 
and feelings at any time. When feeling angry or upset, this 
is a safe space to stand tall, express big emotions, and 
let them out. Afterward, we say a calming karakia to help 
us self-regulate, breathe deeply, and return to a place of 
peace.

Hā ki roto    Breathe in

Hā ki waho   Breathe out

Kia tau te mauri e kokiri nei   Settle the mauri that stirs 
inside of me

i ngā piki me ngā heke   Through the ups and the downs

Ko te Rangimarie tāku e rapu nei   It is peace that I seek. 

Tīhei mauri ora


