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Editor: Victoria Jantke 021 2255867   Email: victoriajantke@gmail.com 
Website: www.lakeŌkāreka.org
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Neil Oppatt, Chair  021 708052			    
Stu Wallace, Treasurer  021 665 955 
Dennis Falconer		  Charlie Graham (Charlie)		  Gregg Brown 		
Peter Muys 		  Colin Jackson 			   Richard Lang 		
Charlie Richardson	 Rick Manley			   Hamish Marshall 
Les Falconer		  Wendy Hague 
 
Disclaimer Statement: The views & opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the LŌCA Committee.

full breakfast menu available 7am till 7pm, 7 days | 1181 eruera street

all day breakfast
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Chair’s Report Autumn 2026 Neil Oppatt 
LŌCA - Chair 
021 708 052

CONTRIBUTOR

 
Lake Ōkāreka Conservation Plan

Across the Lake Ōkāreka community, environmental groups, volunteers, and landowners 
continue to improve catchment biosecurity and environmental outcomes. Key contributors 
include Lake Ōkāreka Landcare, Forest & Bird, the North-East Lake Conservation Group, 
Backyard Trappers, the Wild Cherry Tree Eradicators, and several large landowners undertaking 
pest control work and native planting.

LOCA currently has an annual net income of approximately $40,000 to support conservation 
work, largely derived from the management of the DOC and Boyes Beach campsites. The 
committee continues to consider how best to use these funds to achieve meaningful and 
sustained environmental gains across the catchment.

While there have been earlier attempts to develop a catchment conservation plan, a fully 
integrated approach has not yet been completed. To address this, LOCA has established a 
subcommittee, led by Hamish Marshall, to develop a draft framework. This will form the basis for 
engagement and consultation with conservation groups, residents, landowners, and iwi.

Achieving a coordinated, catchment-wide programme with clear environmental targets will 
require funding beyond current levels. 

Endowment Approach

To support long-term delivery, the committee is considering establishing an environmental 
endowment fund.

The aim is to build a capital base through grants, contributions, and partnerships, with 
investment returns used to fund ongoing annual work programmes. This would provide a stable 
and enduring funding source, enabling consistent pest control, planting, monitoring, and 
biosecurity initiatives, rather than relying solely on annual income.

Lake Ōkāreka Biosecurity Working Model

Work to date on designing a comprehensive biosecurity system for the Te Arawa lakes has led 
to a submission to the Bay of Plenty Regional Council Annual Plan on 26 April 2026, seeking 
$250,000 in funding.

This funding will support the design, construction, and installation of a proof-of-concept system 
and a working model at the Lake Ōkāreka boat ramp this summer.
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Biosecurity System Principles

The proposed system is based on three core principles:

•	 All vessels entering a controlled Te Arawa lake from another freshwater body must be 
decontaminated at a registered decontamination centre.

•	 Vessels returning to the same lake without visiting another waterbody do not require 
decontamination.

•	 Vessels that have only accessed saltwater between trips to the same lake also do not 
require decontamination.

Key System Components

The proposed system includes four key components:

1.	 Decontamination Centre 
Provides certified cleaning to remove invasive species and contaminants. Each event is 
recorded and linked to the vessel’s pathway record. 
Technical Lead: Dr David Clements, NIWA

2.	 Boat Ramp Detection Unit (BRDU) 
Installed at controlled ramps to detect vessel movements. It records vessel ID, timestamps 
activity, and sends data to a central system to confirm compliance. 
Technical Lead: Adrian Holmes, WatchU Security

07 348 4447    secretspot.nz

Local’s
Rate

35$ *

Retail
Rate

45$

*Local’s rate is valid for Rotorua residents with proof of address or Mai Rotorua card 

Share your adventure while relaxing in your own hot tub beside 
the forest. With drinks delivered to you, complimentary cold plunge 
tubs, and a delicious street food menu to choose from, relaxation 
doesn’t get better than this. Or for a refreshing twist, try our new sauna &
cold plunge experience! Secret Spot Hot Tubs is open 9am-10pm every day.
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3.	 Central Vessel Tracking Database (CVTD) 
Stores vessel movements, decontamination status, and access history, and applies system 
rules to determine whether entry is permitted. 
Technical Lead: Adrian Holmes, WatchU Security

4.	 Boat e-Seal Unit – Home Lake Scheme 
A vessel-mounted device that records launch and retrieval activity. It provides a tamper-
evident record and confirms whether a vessel has remained within its home lake or 
accessed other waterbodies. 
Technical Lead: Bart Dinger, Bespoke Designed Electronics

Consultation with Community

Securing funding from Bay of Plenty Regional Council is the first step in establishing the working 
model. Once this is in place, the committee will begin engaging with the community.

For a copy of the detailed report, please email Neil at neiloppatt@gmail.com

 
Plan Change 8 – Flood and Fault Line Controls

Flood

Council has revised its position from the original notified proposal for Plan Change 8 (Flooding) 
following submissions and further evidence. The updated approach moves toward a more 
targeted framework, including removal of the Flood Hazard Zone from the District Plan and its 
replacement with a High Lake Level Resilience Area in Council GIS maps.

This recognises the managed nature of the lake and the effect of recent outlet upgrades. 
However, the proposed controls remain, in our view, excessive.

The LOCA submission to the hearing on 4 May 2026 accepted that natural hazard risk must 
be managed, but argued that PC8 continues to apply controls that are disproportionate to the 
actual, managed risk at Lake Okareka.

The lake operates as a controlled system. Events such as the 2017 high lake levels demonstrate 

PHOTO: Lakes Biosecurity System Design Team L to R: Aaron Dickson WatchU Security; Adrian Holmes WatchU 
Security and Lake Rotoehu holiday home owner; Colin Jackson LOCA; Neil Oppatt LOCA; Bart Dinger Bespoke 
Designed Electronics and Greg Corbett BOP Regional Council Biosecurity contractor. Missing is Dr. Daniel 
Clements NIWA
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that increased outlet capacity can manage rising lake levels without residential flooding. Current 
modelling relies on a 49-year dataset and assumes consistent system behaviour, despite 
significant increases in outlet capacity over time, which may overstate present-day risk.

A key concern remains the activity status applied to development. While the framework has 
improved, development within the resilience area is still classified as a Discretionary Activity. 
This allows consent to be declined, conditions to be broadly imposed, and creates uncertainty 
for property owners.

LOCA continues to advocate for a Controlled Activity approach, where consent must be granted 
when defined standards are met and Council’s discretion is limited to specified matters. This 
would provide clarity, consistency, and a direct link between risk and response.

Given the slow-onset and manageable nature of lake level risk, uncertainty in modelling should 
not justify highly restrictive controls. A standards-based approach would maintain appropriate 
risk management while better reflecting the actual behaviour of the lake system.

Fault Lines

Rotorua Lakes Council and its geotechnical experts have undertaken further investigation 
and are confident a fault is present in this area. However, uncertainty remains around its exact 
complexity and how often it may move.

Given this uncertainty, LOCA opposed rules that would have required landowners to undertake 
costly and impractical site investigations to establish risk on a property-by-property basis. 
Council has responded to these concerns.

While there have been differing views within the community, our focus remains on advocating 
for fair, evidence-based policies that balance environmental protection with practical outcomes 
for residents.

We will continue to keep the community updated as Plan Change 8 progresses through its final 
stages.

Neil Oppatt 
Chair - Lake Ōkāreka Community Association

Neil 

LOCA Newsletter Autumn 2026.indd   6LOCA Newsletter Autumn 2026.indd   6 7/05/2026   8:40:15 am7/05/2026   8:40:15 am



L Ō C A  N E W S L E T T E R  A U T U M N  2 0 2 6 L Ō C A  N E W S L E T T E R  A U T U M N  2 0 2 6

Page 7

AnitaMartelli
027 552 6482
anita.martelli@raywhite.com

The Golden 
Season at 
Lake Okareka

Leaves turn, the lake finds its quiet calm and the 
right buyers are looking for their perfect retreat.  
 
Market expertise meets a personal touch. Anita Martelli provides the 
genuine advantage your property needs in today’s market.

Auction Expertise
Proven results in any market climate. 
Precision Marketing
Targeted media reach to find the perfect buyer. 
Professional Staging
Showcasing the warmth and soul of your home. 
Ray White Concierge: 
Seamless support from start to finish. 
 
Let Anita showcase your property’s 
true potential this Autumn.

Amtos Realty Services Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

 BOOK YOUR FREE
APPRAISAL TODAY.

There is a unique magic to 
Autumn on the water.
There is a unique magic to 
Autumn on the water.

The Golden 
Season at 
Lake Okareka
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See something? Do something! 
Autumn 2026

Rich Lang 
LŌCA - Member 
Serving Police Officer  
0274 599 018

CONTRIBUTOR

Autumn at Lake Ōkāreka – Staying Connected as the Season Changes

As we move into autumn, the pace around Lake Ōkāreka begins to shift. The long, busy days of 
summer give way to cooler mornings, changing colours, and a quieter feel around the village. 
It’s a welcome change for many, but it’s also a good time to reflect on the season just gone and 
how we continue to look after our community year-round.

A Change in Pace – But Not in Responsibility

While visitor numbers begin to ease, our roads, reserves, and lake still see steady use. Autumn 
often brings a mix of locals enjoying the quieter conditions alongside visitors making the most of 
the last of the warm weather.

Please continue to:

•	 Take care on our narrow roads, particularly as conditions become damp and leaf-covered

•	 Be mindful of cyclists, walkers, and runners who remain active throughout the season

•	 Keep an eye out around shared spaces like the boat ramp and reserve areas

A quieter village doesn’t mean fewer risks — just different ones.

Reporting Matters – Helping Police Help Us

One of the consistent messages over recent newsletters remains just as important: report what 
you see. 

There’s been strong engagement from the community over summer, and it’s made a real 
difference. Timely reporting, good descriptions, and where possible, photos or video, all help 
build a clearer picture for Police.

It’s worth understanding how reporting works and why it matters:

•	 Call 111 if it’s happening now and there is immediate danger to people or property

•	 Call 105 or report online for non-urgent incidents or behaviour that has already occurred

Reporting through 105 doesn’t just log a single event - it contributes to a wider intelligence 
picture. Multiple reports about the same person, vehicle, or behaviour help Police identify 
patterns, prioritise resources, and take action where needed.
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Even if it feels minor, your report may be the missing piece of a 
larger puzzle.

A quick clarification that often comes up:

•	 A complaint/report is you informing Police of what happened

•	 A statement is a formal, signed account if further action or 
prosecution is required

Without reporting, incidents effectively don’t exist from an 
enforcement perspective. Your information genuinely makes a 
difference.

Community Hub – Building Capability Together

Work continues on developing the Lake Ōkareka Community Hub, 
which is shaping up to be more than just a physical space. The 
goal is to build a stronger, more connected and resilient community 
- particularly in times of need.

A key focus right now is expanding our Community Skills, 
Resources & Support Network.

We are continuing to gather information from residents on:

•	 Skills & Knowledge – medical, mechanical, building, 
logistics, communications, first aid, cooking, and more

•	 Tools & Equipment – generators, pumps, radios, vehicles, 
machinery, emergency supplies

•	 Networks & Contacts – connections to specialist support or 
services

•	 Additional Support Needs – identifying those who may need 
extra assistance during an emergency

Open 
10am to 3pm 

Wednesday - Sunday

1180 Tarawera 
Road

Buried Village

This information helps us understand what capability exists within our own community and how 
we can support each other when it matters most.

If you haven’t already contributed, now is a great time to get involved.

Looking Ahead

Autumn is often one of the best times of year at the lake — calm water, crisp mornings, and a bit 
more space to enjoy it all. It’s also a chance to reset after a busy summer and refocus on what 
makes this place special: a community that looks out for each other.

Let’s keep that momentum going.

Stay Connected / Get Involved

To contribute to the Community Hub register or for general enquiries:  
Rich Lang 
E: jumborich17@gmail.com 
P: 0274 599 018

LOCA Newsletter Autumn 2026.indd   9LOCA Newsletter Autumn 2026.indd   9 7/05/2026   8:40:15 am7/05/2026   8:40:15 am



L Ō C A  N E W S L E T T E R  A U T U M N  2 0 2 6

Page 10

L Ō C A  N E W S L E T T E R  A U T U M N  2 0 2 6

Stay Prepared,  
Stay Connected: 
Community Emergency 
Support Register 
 
Scan the QR code to register your details with the 
Community Emergency Support Register.

Best, Rich Lang, LŌCA - Member, Serving Police Officer

Rich

Important Contacts – Lake Ōkareka & Surrounds

Emergency Services 
Call 111 – Police, Fire, Ambulance 
(Use when life or property is in immediate danger or it’s happening now)

Police – Non-Emergency 
Call 105 or report online at 105.police.govt.nz 
(For incidents that have already happened or are not urgent)

Anonymous Reporting 
0800 CRIME STOPPERS (0800 555 111) 
(Report information anonymously)

Rotorua Lakes Council 
07 348 4199, www.rotorualakescouncil.nz 
(Issues with roads, rubbish, noise, bylaws, public spaces)

Water / Sewerage Issues 
Report via Rotorua Lakes Council (24/7 services available)

Fire and Emergency New Zealand (Fire Permits & Safety) 
www.checkitsalright.nz

Water Safety / Harbourmaster (Bay of Plenty Regional Council) 
0800 884 880 
(Boating safety, navigation concerns, lake-related issues)

Healthline 
0800 611 116, (Free medical advice, 24/7) 
 
Lake Ōkareka Community Contacts 
Lake Ōkareka Community Association (LOCA) 
www.lakeokareka.org

Community Hub & Skills Register 
Rich Lang, E: jumborich17@gmail.com, P: 0274 599 018
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Important Numbers - Please Keep 
Handy
Emergency – Police, Fire, Ambulance:  111 
If there is an immediate risk to life or property, or an incident is happening now. 
 
Police – Non-Emergency:  105 or report online 
For incidents that have already happened and there is no immediate danger. 
 
Crime Stoppers (Anonymous Reporting):  0800 555 111 
If you wish to report information anonymously. 
 
Dangerous or Anti-Social Driving:  *555 or online reporting 
For unsafe driving behaviours where there is no immediate emergency. 
 
Water Safety / Boating Issues:  Harbourmaster (via Rotorua Lakes 
Council) 
For unsafe behaviour on the water, breaches of 5-knot zones, or boating concerns. 
 
Rotorua Lakes Council:  07 348 4199 
For road issues, signage, reserves, infrastructure, or environmental concerns.

JENNY DONNE
+ INTEGRITY = RESULTS

SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

A LT O G E T H E R  B E T T E R Res ident ia l  /  Commerc ia l  /  Rura l  /  P roper ty  Serv ices

Jenny Donne - Lakes Specialist 
Jenny appreciates that buying and selling real estate can be complex, sophisticated and often deeply personal. Providing excellent customer service comes naturally to 
her as she has a commitment to work hard, listen and follow through. Her quality service builds healthy, positive relationships with clients and effective communication 
means she’s able to maintain those relationships. 

Jenny Donne Lakes and Residential Sales
P 07 349 5356 | M 027 385 0566 | E jenny.donne@bayleys.co.nz
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Lake Ōkāreka Volunteer  
Fire Brigade

Kierin Oppatt 
Chief Fire Officer 
027 777 5130

CONTRIBUTOR

The beginning of the year has swung between disruptive storms and bright, sun‑soaked 
days, reminding us how quickly conditions can change and why staying prepared matters for 
everyone.

Community Emergency Hub and States of Emergency

In the first four months of this year, ten districts declared States of Emergency lasting between 
one and two weeks, and a further eleven shorter States of Emergency affected multiple regions 
for a few days. These events underline how quickly local services and power can be disrupted.

So we are in the final stages of equipping the Lake Ōkāreka Community Emergency Hub. 
Together with LŌCA, we purchased a 44 kVA generator to keep the hub running during 
prolonged power outages caused by severe weather or other natural disasters. Thanks to 
local support from Brad Christie of BSK Consulting Engineers for the structural design and 
building consent exemption application, and Stu Pinfold’s Hudson Transport for delivering the 
generator to the station. Once council approval is granted, we’ll lay foundations and install the 
generator.

LŌCA and Rotorua Lakes Council have supplied additional equipment and resources for the 
hub. The Lake Ōkāreka Community Response Plan and Evacuation Guide are available 
online at www.lakeokareka.org/okareka-civil-defence. Please read both, so you know what to do, 
where to go, and what to expect from our local natural hazards.
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Severe Weather Responses

We’ve been busy on the ground. This year, the brigade has been called out four times to clear 
trees blocking both lanes of traffic. Two incidents to note:

•	 On 11 February, lightning struck a tree on Acacia Peninsula, and it caught fire. A quick-
thinking neighbour used a garden hose to extinguish the flames before the brigade arrived.

•	 On 13 February, a large tree struck a local resident’s car as they were entering Lake 
Ōkāreka. The driver avoided serious injury, and the fire and ambulance services assisted at 
the scene.

These events are a reminder to keep trees near driveways and roads maintained and to report 
hazardous trees early.

New Firefighters and Training Progress

•	 Briana Lang and Coniah Erasmus joined the brigade in October. Since then, they have 
completed the introductory vegetation firefighter course, a medical first aid certificate, 
and a defensive driving course. Their driver’s license fees have been reimbursed. They 
will complete a fire pump operation in May, an aircraft safety course, and a vehicle and 
structure fire course in June.

•	 Finn Dooley joined in March and will begin his first courses in May.

•	 Arlo Garden is about to start the joining process.

Support Volunteers

•	 Liz Waterhouse kindly volunteered in November to look after the station gardens.

•	 Clarence Compton has managed our lawn mowing since January 2025.

•	 Nigel Escott has volunteered since December 2024, carrying out essential monthly vehicle 
and equipment checks of our fire trucks and ute.

Why this matters: Every new recruit and volunteer increases our ability to respond quickly 
and safely. Training is ongoing and supported by the brigade, so new members can build skills 
while contributing to the community.
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Kierin
Kierin Oppatt - Chief Fire Officer 
Lake Ōkāreka Volunteer Fire Brigade 
027 777 5130 or kierin.oppatt@fireandemergency.nz

How You Can Help 
Volunteer roles we need

•	 Frontline firefighters

•	 Support roles including station and equipment care, uniform management, treasurer, and 
secretary

•	 Garden and grounds volunteers to keep the station safe and welcoming

•	 Community Emergency Hub volunteers

Get involved. If you are interested in joining as a firefighter or in a support role, please contact 
me.

Small actions that help

•	 Keep driveways and access routes clear for emergency vehicles

•	 Trim or report hazardous trees near roads and power lines

•	 Prepare a simple emergency kit and plan for your household

Thank You:  A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has supported the brigade so far, especially 
the locals who stepped up with expertise and logistics. Your time, skills, and generosity make a 
real difference when our community needs it most.

Stay safe, stay prepared, and if you want to be part of the team that protects Lake Ōkāreka, 
we’d love to hear from you.
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50%
OFF
FOR

LOCALS

50%
OFF
FOR

LOCALS

Rediscover the RedwoodsRediscover the Redwoods
Offer available at Redwoods and Rotorua iSites · T&Cs apply

Plan your visit · treewalk.co.nz
Offer available at Redwoods and Rotorua iSites · T&Cs apply

Plan your visit · treewalk.co.nz
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Roly Bagshaw 
Senior Maritime Officer 
- Lakes  
0800 884 880

CONTRIBUTOR

Harbourmaster Update:  
Autumn 2026
Kia ora koutou,

As our patrols slow down for the season, we can reflect on another very busy summer on our 
lakes. I am pleased to report that across our region we’ve had no serious boating or watercraft 
related injuries to report. I do however want to acknowledge the tragic swimming fatality on 
Lake Tikitapu and pass on our deepest condolences to whānau and friends. It’s a sad reminder 
of the dangers our lakes can present.

Jetskis

The growth in popularity of Personal Water Craft (PWC), more commonly known as jetskis, 
continues, but owning one comes with responsibilities. If you are operating a PWC, please take 
the time to familiarise yourself with the local bylaws and navigation rules - they are there to keep 
everyone safe.

This season we’ve noticed an increase in PWC riders riding together as a group which presents 
significant risks if riders do not maintain a safe distance. The minimum separation distance 
while underway is 50 metres. Earlier in the season, a collision between two PWCs resulted in 
one craft sinking. Fortunately, no one was injured but incidents like this reinforce how important 
it is for riders to follow the rules.

Breaches and Infringements

Across the region Maritime bylaw breaches increased by 35% this season (Oct – Apr), with 667 
breaches issued compared to 494 last year. In Rotorua, breaches increased by 89% with a high 
percentage being infringements handed out to paddleboarders for not having or wearing a PFD 
(Personal Flotation Devices).

If you are on the lake in any paddle craft and you are not wearing, or at least carrying, a 
compliant lifejacket, you are highly likely to receive a $200 infringement notice. The rules will 
become even stricter with the incoming Navigation Safety Bylaw, which will require lifejackets to 
be worn on all vessels under 6 metres while underway, including paddle craft.

Rental Accommodation and Visitor Safety

Visitors staying in rental accommodation are often provided with kayaks and paddleboards 
for guest use.  While this is great hospitality, it can also pose a safety risk if guests are not 
experienced or aware of local rules or conditions.
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Roly
Roly Bagshaw 
Senior Maritime Officer (Lakes) 
Harbourmaster Team BOPRC, Bay of Plenty Regional Council

If you are providing water activities 
with your accommodation, we strongly 
recommend that you:

•	 Provide lifejackets for guests and 
clearly instruct them to wear them

•	 Supply dry bags for phones

•	 Leave a copy of Boating in the Bay 
outlining local boating rules (available 
from any BOPRC office)

Please also remind guests that local 
navigation rules are displayed at boat 
ramps, and that weather conditions can 
change rapidly - something that has 
caught many people out in the past.

Ski Access Lane – DOC Campground

The ski access lane in front of the DOC campground is a popular area for waterskiing. However, 
during the peak summer period we experienced issues with campers and day trippers not 
vacating this zone when ski boats were attempting to use the lane. Challenges arose when 
skiers wished to continue operating while large groups remained swimming in the area.

For safety reasons, ski lanes must be clear of both boats and swimmers while towing is 
underway. 

Over the busiest days, our team responded to several calls involving conflict and hostility 
between users. While patrols regularly visited the bay, we cannot always be present, and issues 
tended to arise in our absence.

We are currently planning improved signage for this area and are working through additional 
options to avoid future conflict.

Final Word

Thank you to everyone who has stopped 
to say kia ora to our patrol teams. Your 
support is greatly appreciated.

To report navigational hazards or 
dangerous behaviour, call: 0800 5 KNOTS 
(556 687)
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Crn Haupapa + Tutanekai Streets
Open 7 days - 11.30am till late

LAMB SHANKS
NEW ZEALAND

ARE BACK ON OUR WINTER MENU

LOCA Newsletter Autumn 2026.indd   18LOCA Newsletter Autumn 2026.indd   18 7/05/2026   8:40:22 am7/05/2026   8:40:22 am



L Ō C A  N E W S L E T T E R  A U T U M N  2 0 2 6

Page 19

Rex Fairweather 
Biosecurity Officer 
Marine & Freshwater 
Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council Toi Moana  
0800 884 880

CONTRIBUTOR

Freshwater Biosecurity  
Update - Autumn 2026
Kia ora koutou, 

The work to help stop the spread of invasive freshwater pests into, and between, the Rotorua Te 
Arawa Lakes continues, and it’s encouraging to see the increasing involvement and support of 
the local lakes communities. 

CHECK, CLEAN, DRY, CERITFY COMPLIANCE 

Across the lakes, boat ramp biosecurity behaviour is consistently high with 97% of all boats 
physically inspected this summer demonstrating good vessel hygiene. Given it only takes one 
boat with one fish egg or a strand of weed to cause a new infestation, anything less than 100% 
means there is more to be done in ensuring people do the right thing every time they move 
between waterways. 

Forty eight percent of all vehicles that were checked at the boat ramps this summer had 
completed the self-certification compliance process** which is nearly double last year’s result.  
The results of the self-certification forms completed by boat ramp users with the help of the 
Ōkāreka and Tarawera residents working with LOCA are still to be received but when added to 
the total, the final scores will be even higher. 

** Self-certification compliance is measured by comparing self-certification submissions 
completed (either online or by using paper forms at the boat ramps) and comparing them 
against the checks made at the boat ramps.

TRACKING TRAFFIC TO GAIN INSIGHTS

Over the 2026 Easter weekend, Bay of Plenty Regional Council and Te Arawa Lakes Trust 
conducted a traffic survey on Tarawera Road to monitor vessels entering the Ōkāreka, Tikitapu, 
and Tarawera lakes. The survey was undertaken to gain insights that will help council plan the 
potential requirements if washdown facilities were provided in the future to better protect our 
lakes.

A total of 415 vessels were recorded over the five-day period, with the busiest day (153 vessels) 
being Good Friday. Analysis showed a consistent peak traffic window between 10:00 AM and 
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Rex Fairweather
Biosecurity Officer Marine & Freshwater 
Bay of Plenty Regional Council Toi Moana

Image credit: Michele Melchior, NIWA.

12:00 PM, with outboard motors and paddle craft (kayaks, waka, and SUPs) being the vast 
majority of the vessel types observed. 

CHANGING LAKE USER BIOSECURITY BEHVIOUR

As part of the ongoing efforts to ensure everyone undertakes the right boating behaviour - 
Check Clean Dry Certify (CCDC) before moving between lakes, Bay of Plenty Regional Council 
undertook an advertising campaign. Consisting of social media advertising, ads in the Daily 
Post, radio ads and digital ads in petrol stations in locations on the way to the Rotorua Lakes. 

This year for the first time a team from The Hits radio visited various lakes to educate at the boat 
ramps. Announcers shared the CCDC messaging on air while the radio ads extended the reach. 

boprc.govt.nz/check-clean-dry

To find out more, 
visit the website or 
scan the QR code.

Be a waterway hero this summer! Check Clean Dry and Certify every time you 
move between the rivers and lakes you love to stop the spread of freshwater pests. 

Invasive freshwater clams (previously known as gold clams) can produce up to 
400 offspring a day, around 70,000 a year and they are self-fertilising! Once 
they reach a new location they take over, clog water pipes and compete with 
native species for food and habitat.
Coming from the Waikato or Taranaki? Keep the clams out of the lakes!
There are rules in place for anyone coming from Taranaki or the Waikato River 
to the Te Arawa lakes and additional requirements for anyone wanting to go to 
Lake Ōkataina. To find out more about the clam, the rules in place, or report a 
suspected sighting go to MPI website www.biosecurity.govt.nz/clam

KEEP INVASIVE 
FRESHWATER CLAMS AWAY

• Remove plant material 
and drain all water.

• Washdown your gear, vehicle, vessel 
and trailer with tap-water onto grass 
– never into storm drains.

• For absorbent materials (life jackets, 
wet suits) clean with either hot water, 
freezing, or soaking in diluted 5% 
bleach or saltwater solution. 

• Allow gear to dry inside and out, 
then leave for 48 hours.

• Dry vessel areas where water has 
pooled, then leave for 48 hours. 

• You must certify your vessel, trailer, 
and gear are free of freshwater pests. 

• Self-certify online via the QR code at 
boat ramps or the council website or 
use the paper forms. 

• Paper forms: Skippers must complete, 
sign, and display it on the dashboard 
of the towing vehicle.
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Justine Randell 
Lakes Operations 
Officer 
0800 884 880

CONTRIBUTOR

BOPRC Lakes Operations  
Report - Autumn 2026
Since my last update in February, the reasonably wet summer we experienced took the lake 
level to the top of the operating range (353.9 mRL).  Dry weather from mid-February to the end 
of March saw the level drop to the middle of the operating range (353.7 mRL).  

Cyclone Vaianu, along with a significant rain event a few days earlier, increased the lake level 
back to the top of the operating range within a week.  This highlights how quickly the lake level 
can rise over a short period, and the challenge of keeping the lake level within the operating 
range.

As mentioned in previous updates, the upgraded pipeline and downstream erosion protection 
works in the Waitangi Stream now allows us to release more flow than previously and respond 
more quickly to rainfall events.  

Our current aim is to continue to target the maximum consented flow, where lake levels allow, to 
create more capacity in the lake ahead of the winter months.
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Justine Randell, Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council Toi Moana

Justine

If you have any questions or concerns around this work, please do not hesitate to contact me:  
Justine.Randell@boprc.govt.nz.

■ CHAINSAWS 
■ LAWNMOWERS
■ REEL MOWERS
■ RIDE-ON MOWERS
■ LINE TRIMMERS
■ SCRUB CUTTERS 
■ FORESTRY PRUNING EQUIPMENT
■ ROTARY HOES
■ GENERATORS
■ BLOWER/VACS
■ WATER BLASTERS & PUMPS  
■ SPLITTERS & CHIPPERS

Corner Old Taupo & Sunset Rd, P O Box 10119, Rotorua, info@thompsonmowers.co.nz, P: 07 3484441 F: 07 3492944

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

20162016

Sales and service of outdoor power equipment. 
Rotorua agents for Husqvarna outdoor power equipment  
including chainsaws, trimmers, ride-on mowers and more.

Also stock and service - Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda  
power products. Briggs & Stratton and Robyn Engines.

WE SERVICE REPAIR AND SHARPEN  
ALL MAKES AND MODELS
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■ ROTARY HOES
■ GENERATORS
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■ SPLITTERS & CHIPPERS

Corner Old Taupo & Sunset Rd, P O Box 10119, Rotorua, info@thompsonmowers.co.nz, P: 07 3484441 F: 07 3492944

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

20162016

Sales and service of outdoor power equipment. 
Rotorua agents for Husqvarna outdoor power equipment  
including chainsaws, trimmers, ride-on mowers and more.

Also stock and service - Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda  
power products. Briggs & Stratton and Robyn Engines.

WE SERVICE REPAIR AND SHARPEN  
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

As part of the Sustainable Backyards programme, which runs throughout the month of March, 
Rotorua F&B in collaboration with the Department of Conservation led a walk through the 
Tikitapu Nature Walk and along one of the trap lines. Twenty people, including several very 
interested and engaged children, enjoyed the meander in the bush.  Insects and fungi were a 
focus of attention, and we were entertained with bird song.

Tikitapu Pest Control Project - 
Forest & Bird Care Group 
Autumn 2026

CONTRIBUTOR

Margaret Dick 
Forest & Bird 
rotorua.branch@
forestandbird.org.nz

The rather dodgy weather over the summer and early autumn months has meant that the team 
who carry out regular checks and maintenance of the Nature and Mistletoe Walks have been 
busy dealing with debris and windfalls.

Nature Walk Prickly Stick Insect
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We are preparing for the annual toxin programme which aims to reduce the number of rats and 
other predators in the reserve before the start of the bird breeding season. The toxin programme 
runs for about 8 weeks, beginning in early August. We will, however, be commencing volunteer 
workdays in May by preparing the bait station lines to ensure good access during distribution 
of the toxin The objective will be to trim, and where necessary, re-mark the bait station lines. 
We will also be checking and cleaning the Philproof bait stations. We run these monthly working 
bees over 2 days (Sunday and Monday) as weekends do not suit everyone who wants to be 
part of the project.  If you would like to contribute you can choose which day suits you best. 
Each day will begin with assigning tasks and a safety briefing.

For the next 3 months  workdays will be:

May 3rd Sunday and May 4th Monday 

June 7th Sunday and June 8th Monday 

July 5th  Sunday and Julyy 6th Monday 

Time: Meet at 9am – expect to finish by 12.00 midday.

Meet: Okareka Loop Rd, just down from the fire station

Bring: Backpack, drink, snack, parka, loppers, secateurs, hammer. Good footwear is essential 
as the lines are steep and can be slippery

Refreshments: provided on return to base.

Book: Please indicate your intention to attend by  email to rotorua.branch@forestandbird.org.nz; 
or txt Margaret Dick on 0274202022

It is appreciated if you book as not only does it mean we can have the day planned but we also 
know who to contact should severe weather force a cancellation.

Margaret
Margaret Dick 
Forest & Bird 
Ph: 0274202022 
rotorua.branch@forestandbird.org.nz

Work day briefing
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LOCA Coffee Club
LOCA Coffee Club at the Lake 
Ōkāreka Fire Station 10.30-
11.30am the last Friday of every 
month - 29 May, 26 June, 31 
July, 28 August, 25 September, 
30 October, 27 November, 18 
December.

Grab your friends and your 
neighbours and join us for a 
coffee hosted by Rick & Lucy with 
the support from LOCA and the 
Fire Brigade. No pressure to bring 
anything other than yourselves 
and a good yarn, meet someone 
new or stick to the people you 
know. Just an opportunity to get 
together. 
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Lake Ōkāreka Tennis Club 
- Autumn Update

CONTRIBUTOR

Lake Okareka Tennis 
Club

Rich, Emily, Tamson, Shelley  
and the Team

What a fantastic summer it’s been for the Ōkāreka Tennis Club.

The courts have been full of life over the past few months, with a great mix of both kids and 
adults getting involved in regular training sessions. It’s been awesome to see the progression 
across all levels - from those picking up a racquet for the first time through to players 
sharpening their skills and confidence on court. The energy and commitment from everyone 
involved has really made for a successful and enjoyable season.

Alongside tennis, we’ve also seen a dedicated group regularly taking to the courts for 
pickleball. This has quickly built momentum and created another fun, social way for people to 
stay active and connected. It’s been great to see new faces coming down and giving it a go.

As we head into autumn, things naturally start to ease off a little, but the courts remain open 
for club members to enjoy casual play. It’s a perfect time of year for a relaxed hit - calmer 
conditions, cooler temperatures, and a bit more space to enjoy it.

We’re also looking forward to some informal tennis and netball over the coming months. Nothing 
too structured - just an opportunity for members to get together, stay active, and keep the social 
side of the club ticking along through the quieter season.

The club is always keen to welcome new members, and anyone in the community interested in 
getting involved is encouraged to join.

A huge thanks to Tamson and Emily for organising coaching, Shelley for her work behind the 
scenes, and the whole committee for their continued support.

See you on the courts.
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Lake Ōkāreka Preschool News  
- Autumn 2026

Erin, Megan, Davina & 
Leslie 
Preschool Teachers 
Phone 07-362 8606

CONTRIBUTORS

We hope everyone had a fantastic Easter and a lovely term break. We are enjoying hearing all 
about the  wonderful adventures during the holidays. 

A BIG thank you to Birch Built and Hodgson 
Plumbing for our amazing new water tank for 
the sandpit. We can now collect rainwater 
teaching our tamariki about the water cycle, 
conservation and sustainability, fostering an 
early sense of environmental responsibility 
becoming kaitiaki, guardians of our 
Preschool.    
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Leslie, Davina, Erin & Megan

Celebrating Anzac Day tamariki have been learning 
about remembering our soldiers at war who served with 
courage, bravery and resilience to protect us. A special 
treat was to make and enjoy some yummy Anzac 
biscuits.

Did you know Anzac biscuits are oat-based treats 
famously linked to World War I, believed to have been 
sent by families and women’s groups to Australian and 
New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) soldiers due to 
their long shelf-life, as they contained no eggs. 

A big thank you to Doug Dibley from Bayleys Real Estate who donated $500 to preschool from 
the recent sale of a property on Miller Road. The owners wanted to support local. We asked for 
our thanks to be passed onto the family. 

Your Teaching Team, Leslie, Davina, Erin & Megan. 

Preschool contact 362 8606, email office@lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz.www.
lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz Like us on Facebook to see more adventures. 
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