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Discover. a local secvedt-..

iL
HOT TUBS

Share your adventure while relaxing in your own hot tub beside the
forest. With drinks delivered to you, complimentary cold plunge tubs,
and a delicious street food menu to choose from, relaxation doesn’t get
better than this! Secret Spot Hot Tubs is open 9am-10pm every day.

*Local’s rate is valid for Rotorua residents with proof of address or Mai Rotorua card
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Ray White.,
connecting
with our local
communities.

At Ray White Rotorua we're kept busy, not just with
real estate but with serving the community.

Our Charity Garage Sales & Auctions
have so far, raised over $100,000.

When you list with us, we'll help you clear your clutter,
take it to our garage sale or auction and raise money for
one of the many wonderful charities in our local area.

RayWhite

List with Anita and you
could be helping to
support our locals too!

Anita Martelli

027 552 6482
anita.martelli@raywhite.com | AREINZ

Amtos Realty Services Ltd Licensed REAA 2008
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@S Lake Okareka

Chair’s Report Winter 2024 Mitch Colins
LOCA - Chair
027 574 1456
Kia ora koutou,

What a busy year this one has been! A few operational changes and the challenges of finding the
time to keep the machine well oiled. After years of planning, saving and fundraising by LOCA,

we have probably had the biggest few months of expenditure that | can remember. Everything is
starting to land and it has been very fulffilling.

For me, | spoke at our last AGM in October that | was going to step down from the Chair role with

a growing family and commitments. However, the committee have been somewhat “effective” at
persuading me to stand again for another year - but this time | actually mean it! We have a lot of
quality candidates within the committee and likely within the community too. For us, succession is a
big part of the role. Working with the great team and many relationships is part of it, and we want to
keep momentum.

Below is a short summary of what we have been up to. By all means, talk to your known committee
member for more updates.

Advocacy - Long Term Plan

Lake Okareka’s submission to Rotorua Lakes Council on the Long-term Plan (LTP) focused on
several key areas:

1. Road reserve maintenance: We requested better maintenance of road reserves, trees in
particular. LOCA have just invested $27,000 into removing pest cherry trees after 5 years of
asking.

2. Maintenance of Boyes Beach: We have warned the Council that removing public waste
collection and reducing services to Boyes Beach and other public reserves is short-sighted and
that the level of service needs improving, not reduction.

3. Lakes A Zone Plan review: We called for a fresh look at the Lakes A Zone Plan, highlighting
the need for land-use change to improve both lake water quality. We proposed evaluating the
Plan’s effectiveness and exploring incentives for more planting natural capital.

In all, our position is that the Lake Okareka community does care a lot about the catchment and
that it often does the work of Council. Community volunteer efforts and capital should not offset
district spend nor be taken for granted. We have some high ambitions and larger scale investment
for these appears to have dried up relative to other catchments funding (i.e. sewerage schemes,
land use change and operational pest management). If we want to secure this for both public and
private land in Okareka, we need a better Council approach.
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Te Ara Mataratara Walkway Update

The Te Ara Mataratara walkway project is nearing completion. The Rotorua Trails Trust team has
been working hard to create this new community asset. The main track is in place, with a few
inspections and and a bridge will be installed soon to complete the loop. We have received sign-off
from Rotorua Lakes Council as part of the conditions of our consent - doing what we said.

Our gratitude goes to the Rotorua Trails Trust for their tireless efforts and superb craftsmanship in
bringing this track into existence. With the donation from Rotorua Trust we are seeing community
funding go into local community projects and then those profits going to more community projects.
We also acknowledge the mana whenua, Tthourangi, and the landowners, especially the Playne
Family, for their extraordinary generosity in sharing additional access in addition to their entire lake
frontage.

We'll keep the local community updated on further progress as the track is undergoing a soft
launch, allowing time to check and improve before opening to the general public without the fanfare.
We understand that completing a circuit around the lake is an achievement that has spanned about
50 years. We’d like to thank those who have made efforts in the past to undertake each respective
piece.

Campsite Update

Cliff and Diane Graham have recently moved into town, and we would like to sincerely thank them
on behalf of the community for their considerable volunteer efforts as campground managers over
the last few years. The role has been as tireless ambassadors, administrators, watchdogs, and
mentors for our teenagers in their first jobs.

The campsites are returning to pre-COVID levels of operation, and with the tourism lift, we are
seeing budget-conscious travelers and families return to the area. This is giving us a lift in our
earnings and more impetus to invest, as per our agreement with DoC, in the community environs.

The campsite model has undergone a significant review over several committee meetings and
with DoC and RLC. We are looking to a model that can return more value, track, and campsite
maintenance and recognize that our committed local volunteer input is finite. To that end, we are

0 cames Buried Village oS
Heritage Cards BURIED

Get yours today! VILLAGE

Our Heritage Card offers great benefits to local
community members OfTEWAIROA
By purchasing or renewing (if your old one has expired)

for $20.00 per year, you get

¢ Village Entry for 12 months

¢ 10% off full paying guests with cardholder
* 10% off full retail price in the Gift Store

* 10% off Food & Beverage at Smith & Co

To sign up, pop in and say Hi to our friendly team. Bring with you some ID to prove
vou live in the Rotorua area

Not valid with any other offer
Open Wednesday - Sunday from 10am -4pm 07 3628287

Cafe Wednesday - Sunday 10am - 3pm discover@buriedvillage.co.nz
1180 Tarawera Road, Rotorua

Page 5



Other News

e We are re-calling for articles and advertising for our next community newsletter.
Delivery of this is important to us. We would like to take the opportunity to thank our outgoing
editor Michelle who really improved the quality of this publication. For contributions, please get
in contact with our new editor; Victoria at: victoriajantke@gmail.com

° We have put the History Book on pause for now as we find more and more content coming
through. It was incredibly ambitious to get this in time. Special thanks to Michelle for all of the
work she put into this document to date. Looking at how we can better resource this in the
near term and get it in a place for the community.

e  There has been some discussion about the management of lake levels, particularly in light of
recent heavy rain events and operation in our target range. Concerns have been raised about
whether we can be more proactive in managing the levels and whether the current system can
be improved.

Thank you for your continued support!

Mitch

Nga mihi nui,
Mitch Collins
Chair - Lake Okareka Community Association

RESERVE YOUR
TABLE ONLINE

pigandwhistle.co.nz

Classic Pub Meals | 15 New Zealand Craft Beer & Ciders on Tap
Cocktail Menu | Happy Hour | Live Music - Saturdays
Winter Quiz Nights - Thursdays | Function Room

Page 6



Lake Okareka
> COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Rich Lang
. - LOCA - Member
See something? Do something!  scring Poice officer
0274 599 018
| have noted there has been an increase in reporting of crime, antisocial behaviour and vehicle
incidents from Okareka residents. Thank you.

It is so important any sort of anti-social, dangerous or illegal behaviour is noted and reported. You
will have seen in this issue a magnet with information about who to call. These are useful contacts
to help you get in touch with the correct agency. Thanks Mitch!

| can only reiterate what | have said in the past, you may not personally see or hear about the
outcomes of your reports to any of the enforcement agencies, but | can assure you, there is
significant work done behind the scenes following up on your reports.

The likes of the community funded cameras are an invaluable investigation tool. They are monitored
for the majority of a day by a dedicated and talented team of operators who are in direct contact
with Police.

There has been a marked increase in poaching around the district in recent months, Okareka has
not been immune, this is a particularly harmful crime, usually involving grave cruelty to animals who
are hurt and needing to be put down, it is also very costly. Remember you are the eyes and ears of
your community and the Police.

As always, gather as much information you are able to safely, to pass onto the relevant enforcement
agency. Descriptions of persons, vehicles involved dates times and any witnesses. Photos or
videos are most useful. Stay safe.

IF IT’S
HAPPENING e
NOW CAEL 1% 1F 11's ALREADY |

HAPPENED. -
USE105 .. °

NON-EMERGENCY e T B

Ohotata Kare

e fo 105.police.govi.nz
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FIRE

wisnsaronsai | EMERGENCY

NEW ZEALAND

_ kierin Opatt

~ H Chief Fire Officer
La_ke Okareka Volunteer Fire Chief Fire of
Brigade

Summer and autumn brought an uneventful fire season in our area due to good fire safety practices
and favourable conditions. However, the brigade played a crucial role when we responded to
Matakana Island from December 24th to 28th for a fire that began on the 23rd night and burned
37ha of vegetation, slash, and pine forest. We sent our fire truck, ute, and two crews of firefighters
to assist twenty firefighters, three helicopters, and heavy machinery. A reminder: if you plan to light
an outdoor fire, use www.checkitsalright.nz, submit an online fire notification, get a fire permit if
required, and follow council bylaws and rules.

Queensland experienced over 1,000 vegetation fires from September to November, resulting in
a burn scar of 753,806 hectares. Phil Muldoon led a crew of five firefighters. The crew was part
of a New Zealand contingent that sent four crews and two strike team leaders. Unfortunately,
five fatalities occurred, 70 houses were lost, and more than 600 damage assessments were
undertaken.

On January 4th, we were called to an injured wakeboarder in the lake. Phil and Jack Eggleston had
an eventful jet ski ride; they used our rescue stretcher to extricate the person from the lake onto the
back of the boat, where he was transported to an ambulance at the DOC campsite. In February,

we attended another medical event. We extend our gratitude to the doctor who responded using
GoodSAM. If you're a medical professional in the community, we would encourage you to download
the app. | can provide training, education, discussion, and support around its use.

+
-

Photo Credit: Kierin Oppatt - Matakana Island
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Photo Credit: Kierin Oppatt - Matakana Island

We celebrated our 40th anniversary on December 2nd and held our first Fire & Emergency (FENZ)
Service Awards Ceremony to honour the outstanding contributions of our members. We have never
sought recognition, but we felt it was time to acknowledge our team’s dedication and hard work.

It was a memorable afternoon with family members, representatives from volunteer brigades in
Rotorua and dignitaries from the council, government, and FENZ.

LOCA NEWSLETTER WINTER 2024
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Join Our Fire Brigade: Be the Heart of
Community Resilience

If you’re passionate about community service, emergency response, and making a real impact,
consider joining our brigade. We're seeking dedicated individuals like you to join our ranks. Whether
you're after a new challenge or someone with administrative skills, there’s a place for you in our
team. By joining us, you'll be at the heart of community resilience, making a difference when it
matters most.

Roles Available

Firefighters: Their work extends beyond extinguishing fires. It is a fulfilling, rewarding, and selfless
opportunity that serves the community when it needs it most.

Administrators: Behind the scenes, administrators manage logistics, communications, and
paperwork. Your organisational skills will keep our brigade running smoothly. Our brigade currently
requires a secretary for our committee. If you have experience, please give us a call.

Keep posted for a recruitment and open day in the coming months!

Feel free to contact me via email at kierin.oppatt@fireandemergency.nz or phone 027 777 5130.
Kierin

Kierin Oppatt

Chief Fire Officer

capers café
+ store

voted rotorua’s best eggs benedict 2024

all day menu | lunch + dinner menu | kids menu
coffee + cake | salad + sandwich cabinet

happy hour 4pm till 6pm, daily

1181 eruera street
open 7am till 7pm
Capers.co.nz
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ARB MEN TREE CARE

CALL YOUR TRUSTED TREE CARE PROFESSIONALS 021873 363

> Tree Removals
> Tree Reduction
> Tree Felling

[:oiu

> Land Clearing > Emergency Call Outs @ @arbmentreecare
> Hedge Trimming > Crane Assisted
> Stump Grinding Tree Removals @ peter@arbmen.co.nz

LOCA NEWSLETTER WINTER 2024
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Roly Bagshaw
Senior Maritime

Winter Harbourmaster Report Officer - Lakes

0800 884 880

Winter brings with it a slowdown of activity on the lakes. From the Harbourmaster team this gives
us time to ensure maritime signage is fit for purpose, navigation aids are in position, inspected and
cleaned as well as get some tree trimming done where the encroaching scrub starts to hide ski
lanes, signage, and other navigational aids.

Our boats will also be out and about supporting other Regional Council teams with jobs such as
water sampling, lake structure audits or transporting staff to those more remote areas to do their
mahi.

If you’re on the lake this time of year its likely you will have very little company, which means if
anything does go wrong, help may not be readily available. This means you really need to be vigilant
with your safety equipment, maintenance and taking those extra precautions before heading out.

Firstly, ensure the engine is in service. Any known issues should be checked and resolved.
Batteries should be charged with a smart charger at least once a month, nothing kills batteries
faster than lack of use and cold weather! Check the expiry date on your flares, run a VHF radio
check (with Coastguard VHF Ch2). Most EPIRBs have a test function, and all have an expiry date,
so check these.

At least every six months PFD’s (Personal Flotation Device) Lifejackets will require checking. Look
for wear and tear, make sure the fastening straps are in good order and the gas cylinder is in

new condition. For detailed information on how to check and maintain your PFD you can look at
manufacturer information. PFD’s can come in different types and styles so skippers please ensure
everyone on board knows how to correctly put them on and how to use them. Kids jackets should
all have crotch straps.

Prior to departing, ensure someone knows where you are and when you’ll be back by submitting a
trip report with Coastguard on VHF Ch2, or text the details to a friend or family member.

Check the weather! It’s cold both in and out of the water so dress to stay warm and plan your trip
around the forecast. If the weather deteriorates take shelter or come home. There is always another
day to go out.

It should go without saying all people on paddle craft must be wearing a lifejacket. The beautiful
calm winters days can easily lull you into thinking your safe. A change in weather is your biggest
enemy so again plan your trip, play it safe as being separated from your SUP, kayak or small boat
can have serious consequences.

LOCA NEWSLETTER WINTER 2024
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It still a great time of year to be on the
water and enjoying the beauty of our
region but please take the necessary
steps to be prepared, warm and return
safely!

New Patrolling Crew Wanted

We are seeking crew for the upcoming
patrol season. Applicants should have a
particular interest in keeping communities
safe on the water, be reliable and willing
to upskill with working on vessels and

public engagement. Full training provided.

If this sounds like you then give us a call
on 0800 5knots or drop me a line
Roly.bagshaw@boprc.govt.nz

K0117

Roly Bagshaw
Senior Maritime Officer (Lakes)
Bay of Plenty Regional Council

B AVOLCANICAIR

HELICOPTERS

FLOATPLANES

LAND ON THE SUMMIT OF MT TARAWERA +
FLOATPLANE LAKESIDE PICNIC GETAWAY
* TARAWERA FALLS VOLCANIC HELI HIKE »

FLOATPLANE HIKES
Lakefront Drive, Rotorua City Lake Front,
Rotorua NZ | 0800 800 848 |
VOLCANICAIR.CO.NZ

Jane, Jnlfand August - TELFER \/, MARINE

ourWINTER SALE ison }.[()/}\

FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY.
BOAT FREE TRAVEL FOR
SERVICING - _ ONSITE SERVICING -
20% OFF LABOUR 2 '

Book your boat or Jetski in for
service from June to August and
we will discount the labour 20%

10% OFF
MINN KOTA &
ELECTRICAL PACKAGES

when you purchase and
book the install with us

¥ Don't forget
yaur trailer - now
is the time to get it
ready for next summer,

.. application.

Thinking of repowering — now is the time to talk deals!
Call us on 07 345 9854
SIS GYMF UYMI

T R

oy your boat next summer - don't have it stuckin the shop getting repaired
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The boating safety code

Always wear your lifejacket

Take two waterproof
ways to call for help

Check the marine
weather forecast

Avoid alcohol

Be a responsible skipper

BAY OF PLENTY

- boprc govt nz/safeboatmg w. N

>
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CONTRIBUTORS
m‘ BAY OF PLENTY

REGIONAL COUNCIL Te Wakaunua Te

m TOI MOANA Kurapa

Biosecurity Officer
(Aquatic Pests)

Bay of Plenty Regional
Council

0800 884 880

BOPRC Freshwater Biosecurity Update

It was a busy summer period for aquatic Biosecurity across the lakes, with 800 physical boat and
trailer inspections at boat ramps completed, 97% of which passed. Checks included a thorough
physical inspection of all parts of the trailer and vessel where freshwater pest fish or weeds might be
hiding. While the figures are encouraging, anything less than a 100% pass rate has the potential to
spread new aquatic pests to new locations.

Compliance with Rule 7 of the Bay of Plenty Regional Pest Management Plan 2020 - 2030 is crucial
for the prevention of new aquatic pest incursions into our beautiful lakes. The rule which is now

in its fourth year, requires occupiers of boats or craft using a boat ramp with a self-certification
checkpoint, to complete a self-certification form and submit it either electronically or display it on the
dashboard of the vehicle used to launch the vessel.

Over 3,000 boats & trailers were checked
for self-certification compliance across the
lakes between July 2023 to April 2024.

Of those, a total 49% complied with the
Rule 7 requirements which, while markedly
higher than the average of 24% last year,
it's still a disappointing result. Clearly there
is still more work to be done in ensuring

it becomes second nature to all boat ramp
users.

In total over 1,451 people have taken the
opportunity to use the new QR code
self-certification form this summer which e
speeds up the process and removes the : ; - PR S - = e
need for forms to be in stock at the boat  photo Credit: Bay of Plenty Regional Council
ramp.

As always, we appreciate your help as locals in doing the right thing and helping to educate your
visitors by following both the self-certification rules and Controlled Area Notice (CAN) rules put in
place to protect against gold clams(corbicula). Even though we have now entered the quieter winter
months its key that people remain vigilant in undertaking the check, clean, dry, certify protocol —
particularly anyone coming from the Waikato area.

LOCA NEWSLETTER WINTER 2024
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Nationally over the past year more than 2,200 water samples from 255 sites have been tested for
gold clam (corbicula) DNA with no further infestations have been detected outside of the already
known sites on the Waikato River and the Lake Taupo Aqua Park. Subsequent testing showed the
clams present in the Aqua Pak lagoon are a different type of corbicula from those found in the river,
with the Aqua Park containing Corbicula australis rather than Corbicula fluminea.

On a final note, after many years of continued control of invasive weed in the lake, there are
very few plants in Lake Okareka remaining. This means that spraying as a form of control is not
necessary and the next round will only require hand pulling.

Te Wakaunua

Te Wakaunua Te Kurapa
Biosecurity Officer (Aquatic Pests) — Bay

New gear, exceptional
care, only the best here!

Here at Barrowman Goodman Vets we are proud ts.

to be one of the few veterinary clinics in New
Zealand able to perform laparoscopic procedures.
Our Karl Storz endoscope has allowed us to add
laparoscopic spays, gastropexies and various

other scoping procedures to our extensive list of
services that we can offer. We believe that every pet
deserves to have the highest standard of care, and
with laparoscopic procedures offering up to 65%
less pain post-surgery and a much less traumatic
procedure overall, the investment for this technology
was a no brainer. A benefits of a laparoscopic pro-
cedure paired with the speed healing benefits of our  Experience you can trust!

class IV laser has your pet back to doing what they ~ Barrowman Goodman Vets
love as soon as possible. If you are thinking about 110 Lake Road Rotorua
spaying your dog laparoscopically or are interested ~ Phone 07 343 9090

in any other laparoscopic procedures, give our clinic

a call or pop in. Our friendly team of nurses are

always happy to chat.

gl O W _
=T Mg A

GOODMAN
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Forest & Bird honour outstanding
volunteers

Forest & Bird have recently recognized outstanding members with the Tt Kouka Award, in particular
our regular contibutor Sandra and husband Mike Goodwin. The Ti Kouka award recognises
exceptional service to conservation over a long period.

Below is an extract from the Forest & Bird media release published on Saturday, 22 Jun 2024.

Mike and Sandra Goodwin, of Lake Okareka, near Rotorua, have long been involved in conservation
issues in the Western Bay of Plenty and South Waikato. Both were long-serving Rotorua

Branch committee members at various times. Mike has been active in various branch and other
conservation projects, including a leading role with the Tikitapu Forest & Bird Care Group, the Violet
Bonnington Reserve, and the Landcare Okareka projects.

Sandra was also closely involved with Landcare Okareka, and was a member of the Rotorua Lakes
Community Board for a term. In earlier years she was a member of the South Waikato District
Council and served six years on the Waikato Conservation Board.

“Mike and Sandra Goodwin have always worked as a team, each supporting each other in their
activities,” said Judy Gardner of the Rotorua branch.

Citation | For their exceptional service as a team to Forest & Bird and to conservation in the Western
Bay of Plenty and South Waikato. Both were long-serving Rotorua Branch committee members at
various times and have played an
important part in the Landcare
Okareka projects. Mike’s various
projects included a leading role
in the Tikitapu Forest & Bird

Care Group mistletoe recovery
project and Sandra’s many
activities include two terms on
the Waikato Conservation Board.

LOCA NEWSLETTER WINTER 2024
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Margaret Dick
Tikitapu Pest Control Project AN
0274202022
July 2024

The initial focus of the pest control programme at Tikitapu was protection of the threatened native
mistletoe species Tupeia antarctica and lleostylus micranthus. A DOC survey in 2001, before pest
control began, showed an estimated mistletoe population of 218 plants — all T. antarctica. A census
carried out in August 2016 by DOC staff, along with local volunteers, revealed a total of 2034 live
mistletoe plants present at the Okareka end of the reserve (an almost 10-fold increase). Another
census has just been completed (January 2024) and 8044 plants, 55 of which were |. micranthus,
were counted. The area the plants inhabit has also extended.

The results from this survey show how the mistletoe population has grown as a direct result of
ongoing intensive pest control.

Volunteer working bees to prepare for the 2024 toxin operation were held in May and early June to
clear access along bait lines and monitoring lines, and to check Philproof and Romark bait stations.

The toxin programme using Pindone pellets, and Bio Bags containing Feratox®, is scheduled

to begin the first weekend of August 2024. Pre-operation monitoring for rats and marsupials will
take place in mid-July; post-operation monitoring in late September. Signs will be erected around
the perimeter of the reserve on the day before toxin is deployed. These will remain in place until
clearance is given by the Department of Conservation. Typically this will be in December when any
carcasses of animals that have ingested poison will have completely broken down.

Work days are:

4th and 5th August: Toxin will go into bait stations
18th and 19th August: Top up of toxin in bait stations
8th and 9th September: Removal of any remaining toxin

If you are interested in assisting with the programme please get in touch with Margaret (contact
details above). We welcome new volunteers.

LOCA NEWSLETTER WINTER 2024
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The traps that are deployed around the perimeter of
the managed area are checked twice monthly
throughout the year and have yielded the following
results for 2024

Catches for the five months January to May 2024:
Rats 162

Possums 36

Mustelids 1

Mice 36

Hedgehogs 16

Our thanks to all the volunteers who, in many and
varied ways, contribute to the success of this project.

Mﬂrgﬂret

Margaret Dick
Ph: 0274202022
rotorua.branch@forestandbird.org.nz

LOCA NEWSLETTER WINTER 2024
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Sandra Goodwin
Landcare Okareka

Landcare Okareka Autumn/ slgoodwin.nz@gmail.com
Winter 2024

Manawatia a Matariki!
Greetings to the Maori New Year!

It is some time since we last reported on Landcare Okareka activities to the community. It has been
a very busy time for the volunteers with lots of work happening in the catchment.

Millar Road / Boyes beach wetland:

Following more site preparation in late summer of 2024 that was carried out in the northern end of
the Millar Road wetland (Department of Conservation area) with a lot of manual work by volunteers,
the first Landcare Okareka planting was undertaken on 29th June 2024, Matariki weekend.

Thank you to Bay of Plenty Regional Council and Department of Conservation for funding the
plants for this area. Thank you also to local Landcare Okareka volunteers who brought plants from
their own gardens that they have potted up or grown from seed and grown on for planting out in
this local taiao, wetland repo environment. Thank you also to our local Tuhourangi kaumatua, and
local resident Wairangi Jones, for coming to bless with a karakia or prayer, the land, the plants
and the volunteers before planting began.

Wairangi also told us an - e T ™
interesting story about an -
early Maori settler in Aotearoa : i

who cut down a large totara
tree to build a waka from, but
did not invoke the correct
prayer, blessing or kaupapa
and the misfortune that
followed until such time as the
correct tikanga was performed
and things went smoothly
again.

Photo Credit: Title: Landcare Okareka
volunteers with Kaumatua Wairangi Jones &
to the left of the new Landcare Okareka flag, Matariki weekend 2024,

Saturday 29th June 2024, phot thanks to Gregg row
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Maintenance of Previous Year’s Plantings, especially in Millar Road repo:

Some of our local residents will have noticed certain vehicles out and about the area, that belong
particularly to 2 of our volunteers who dedicate much of their lives to looking after the previous
years’ plantings, amongst other conservation type activities. Checking on the plants to make sure
that they have not been eaten by rabbits, hares, wallabies or possums, using the netting cages,

- and huge thanks to lan Potter who donated to Landcare Okareka, 100’s of wooden pegs to
hold these cages up. Residents may also have seen people releasing the plants from weeds — an
on going battle as weeds like rust, never sleep, especially over warm spring, summer and autumn
months! They may also have noticed more willow trees beginning to die in the Millar Road wetland
area. This summer was kinder than the previous year and more willow control was able to be
successfully carried out, without the need for extra long gumboots or waders!

The Millar Road repo or wetland area and dryland area is actually quite huge — more than 14 ha
to be restored, but we are pleased to report that the area that is under Rotorua Lakes Council
jurisdiction, and for which Tuhourangi Tribal Authority hold mana whenua status, under the Te
Arawa Lakes Settlement, has been completely restored.

It's LO guardians will continue to check on the area for any returning weeds over the coming years.
A massive THANK YOU to the following groups of people:

. Bay of Plenty Regional Council (especially LMO Rachel Blackburn), for advice, approval of
the project and methods, funding of plants and other materials

. Dept of Conservation — Rotorua (especially Community Liaison person Catherine Noble and
botanist Paul Cashmore), for their advice, approval of the project and funding of some plants

Lake Okareka Community Assn, who helped fund the digger and mulching head in early
2020, and also paid for the mulching of the second stand of bamboo after LO volunteers had
cut it all down and pasted the remaining stumps

. Rotorua Trust, for funding of the removal of bamboo roots from the site of the first stand of
bamboo, by T.W. Moore’s digger & truck; funding of mulching of bamboo stems by Thomas
Rika’s arborist team “The Specialist” after the stems were cut by hand by LO volunteers; and
the Rotorua Trust for the funding of wetland plants

. Rotorua Lakes Community Board, funding of plants to go in beside the Millar Road stream
in 2020

Te Arawa Lakes Trust weed pest control rangitahi / youth group under management by
William Anaru. The young people came and helped with willow control over the summer of
2020 / 2021

Tipu WaiAriki (especially Gregg Brown), who helped to organise and provide plants from the 1
Billion Tree fund

. SCION, trial of native plants grown under various regimes using paper pots as part of the 1 B
Tree fund

e The 1 Billion Tree Fund, which provided over 1500 plants for the first planting in winter of
2020 in the RDC part of the Millar Road wetland

Treeline Native Plant Nursery from Kaharoa, who donated many wetland plants to LO, some
of which were planted in the RDC part of this repo
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e |ocal person lan Potter, who provided several hundred wooden stakes for staking plants and
the netting protection cages to go around plants

and all of the volunteers from

Landcare Okareka,
. Rotorua Rotary,

Rotorua branch of Forest & Bird,
. Rotorua Botanical Society,

and local Okareka residents

for all of your help since the hui we held in August 2019 in getting this massive project so
successfully off the ground!

Animal Pest Trapping:

The team of Landcare Okareka
volunteers continue to check and
rebait the traps along the various
trapping lines around the edge

of Lake Okareka and in the Millar
Road wetlands on a regular basis.
The weather has been much better
this spring, summer, autumn and
now winter, for this mahi. We are
deploying Sentinel traps for possums
in some parts.

As per usual we ask parents and
children to take a responsible
attitude towards traps if you should
notice them. Do not touch or poke
anything in to the traps. They are
there for a purpose.

J 1

Photo Credit: Title: Recent photo of a part of the Millar Road wetland,
RDC area now restored. 21/06/2024, photo thanks to Mike Goodwin

And a huge thank you to everyone who is helping with this project. And a big thank you to local
Okareka people who have donated lures for the trapping team to use in their traps for rats and
possums!

BOPRC Trapping App Data Entry:

And a huge Thank You to Steve Goodin, volunteer with Landcare Okareka who looks after the data
entry into the Bay of Plenty Regional Council purpose developed and very powerful data base. We
now have all trap catches, trapping hours, plants & planting hours and areas, administrative hours,
support service hours such as morning tea for volunteers - all going into this data base. So that
the accounting type people at BOPRC can see how many $ of ratepayer money goes into these
volunteer care groups and how many $ BOPRC ratepayers get back in return! The $ return is very
much in favour of the care groups.
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Long Tailed Bat Monitoring:

This monitoring project has continued over this spring, summer and into autumn. Some of these
monitors have been on private land and we thank those land owners who have been so supportive
of this monitoring work. It has been interesting to see what effect the changing drier and cooler
summer had on the bat activities this year.

A report will soon be presented to Dept of Conservation on the latest findings and also logged into
the National Bat Data Base. Long tailed bats continue to have a significant prescence in places at

times, within the Lake Okareka catchment. Our thanks to our enthusiastic and knowledgeable LO

volunteer Steve Goodin for all of his dedicated and on going work in this area.

Summit Road to Loop Road, Walking Track Repairs:

Those of you who walk this area may have noticed that some repairs have been done to this track
over the past 3 — 4 years.

This track was put in by Landcare Okareka volunteers when we undertook work removing weeds
from the RDC council reserve, Lake Okareka Reserve which sits between Summit Road and Loop
Road and is where the RDC sewage pumping station was built. As part of the remediation work for
the pumping station, council had to undertake planting and improvements to the area.

The timing was perfect as at the same time LO volunteers began work, local resident Guy Gaddam
offered the use of a digger with bucket and raking head and a driver to undertake removal of weeds
ahead of the sewerage system going in and the planting. LO volunteers then worked with council
to plant the area over a couple of years. Council Roading team also offered some second-hand
drainage pipes that the walking track travelled over coming down the hill from Summit Road and
Guy Gaddum carted gravel and rolled the track surface.

Over the years we have had
some very heavy rainfall
events, plus the use of bikes
which led to the scouring of
the middle of the track. As

a result some Landcare
Okareka volunteers have
funded several hundred

“jak mats” made from
recycled plastics, which

have been laid under the
track surface to help stabilise
the surface and try to prevent
any further scouring.

Photo Credit: Title: Landcare Okareka volunteers laying “jak mats” to the surface of the Summit Road to Loop Road Walking
track -L to R: Rod Stace, Brian Law (wearing hat), Steffen Lotzmann laying mats, Elli Walter grubbing weeds. Photo taken by
Mike Goodwin
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Rat Bait Available: .
Ditrac rat bait for bait stations is still available. Are yOU hearlng rats tap

This is funded by Bay of Plenty Regional Council. danCIng n your Wa"S or

If you require bait for your bait station please ceilings?
contact either Rod Stace 362 8523 or Mike &
Sandra Goodwin 362 8865 to arrange a time to
collect.

Then maybe it is time to get a
rat bait station or two for your
property...

Litter and Rubbish Collection: Or maybe you already have
bait stations, like the upside dowi

“T” white or grey plastic pipe bait station in
your garden, left behind by a previous owner?
Or even a little black plastic box, with wires
inside, to thread baits on?

A huge thank you to those caring local people
who have been undertaking recent litter and
rubbish collection around Lake Okareka roads
and reserve areas. Your efforts are really

appreciated.
You can also purchase the small black plastic

Working Bees: lockable bait stations from any hardware store.
Please watch out for the Landcare Okareka If you have any of these rat bait stations, then
Working Bee signs over the next few months, we have Ditrac rat bait for you!

as planting is back underway for this winter. We
welcome anyone who would like to come and
lend a hand. Lake Okareka and its public
conservation environment would look nothing
like it does without all of the hard work of the

Ditrac bait is a first generation rat bait that
does not cause secondary deaths in dogs,
cats or moreporks (owls), which might eat the
rats or mice killed with Ditrac rat bait.

Landcare Okareka volunteers over the years, The Bay of Plenty Regional Council supplies
since 2003. Thank you to everyone who has Ditrac rat bait to Landcare Okareka volunteers
helped over the last 12 months or so. for the residential property owners at Lake

Okareka to use in their bait stations.
Watch out for the Landcare Okareka signboards

which announce each working bee. Or contact Ditrac is a poison, and care must be taken
me if you would like to be added to the email when using it.
list of volunteers. How to Use Ditrac Bait: It is recommended
that bait be fed in a type of bait station, fitted
5%%&{1’% with a locating rod, that does not allow the
Sandra Goodwin rats to carry baits away to be stored. The
Secretary, Landcare Okareka baits have holes in them and they thread onto
slgoodwin.nz@gmail.com or 073628865 or the rod. Rats and mice eat the bait in the bait
0274 711 915 station. The bait station protects the bait from
the weather. It means also that bait cannot be
And don’t forget to LIKE our Landcare Okareka eaten by non-target species such as birds,
facebook page! dogs, cats and children.

If you would like some rat bait for your bait
station please contact either:

Rod Stace 07 3628 523 or Mike and
Sandra Goodwin 07 362 8865 or
0274 711 915
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Success Story: Tikitapu Scenic Reserve
Mistletoe Restoration Project

Thanks to Ross Wilmoth and co-leads Margaret Dick and Mike Goodwin, Landcare Okareka, for
highlighting the great success story regarding the Tikitapu Scenic Reserve Mistletoe Restoration
Project.

Mistletoe abundance has increased more than 3600% per cent over 22 years in Tikitapu Scenic
Reserve at Lake Okareka thanks to the efforts of volunteers and staff across multiple organisations.

Vi ' =L,
WIN DURING THE RECENT CENSUS

OKAREKA MisTLETOE RESTORATION PRoJECT MIKE GooD
ImagEe: KirsTY BrOwN | DOC

Source: Department of Conservation.
Date: 19 June 2024

Established in 2002, the Okareka Mistletoe Restoration Project aims to increase population of two
threatened semi-parasitic mistletoe species in Tikitapu Scenic Reserve, Rotorua, through animal
pest and weed control.

Mistletoes are semi-parasitic shrubby plants growing on host trees. They have green leaves that
photosynthesise their own sugars but rely on a host plant for water and nutrients.

White mistletoe, Tupeia antarctica, which has a threat ranking of At Risk - Declining, has increased
through the lifetime of the Okareka project from 218 to 8044 live plants in 2024 within Tikitapu
Scenic Reserve.
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Regionally threatened green mistletoe, lleostylus micranthus, has naturally colonised the reserve

and now numbers at 56 plants, up from zero.

Department of Conservation ranger Kristina Thompson says the phenomenal success has been

down to the dedication of volunteers.

“The combined work of Rotorua Forest and Bird, Rotorua Botanical Society, and Landcare Okareka,
with the support of the mana whenua and local agencies, has seen the mistletoe flourish.”

“The project enjoys ongoing support and engagement from Tthourangi Tribal Authority, The
Rotokakahi Board of Control, DOC, and Bay of Plenty Regional Council. It’s this shared commitment
to a common goal which has achieved so much for mistletoe and the health of the Okareka

ngahere.”

Animal control prevents the high impact of possum browse on mistletoe and protects bird
populations which disperse seed. Plant pest control ensures the survival of appropriate host plants.

Okareka Mistletoe Restoration Project co-lead Mike Goodwin says the people who had the vision to

start the project deserve recognition.

“It’s taken 20 years, they aren’t all here to see it, but we have a pretty spectacular result.”

Co-lead Margaret Dick agrees, saying the results are noticeable for more than just mistletoe.

“Residents who’ve lived here all their lives have
commented on the amount of birdsong — it's

changed that much.”

National Volunteer Week Te Wiki TGao a-Motu
honours the collective energies and mana of

volunteers in Aotearoa this 16-22 June.

End.

Landcare Okareka and
Rotorua Forest & Bird

are always looking for
new members

Working Bees are usually held on the

4th Saturday of each month, from
9 am to 12 noon. Look for the sign
boards. We welcome anyone who
would like to come along and help.

This is an opportunity to meet other

residents of Okareka, and make a
difference to our environment.

House to Rent - 3 Ridge
Rd, Lake (_)_kareka

-‘H

Furnished 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home,
upstairs/downstairs with amazing views. Fire
box and heat pump, so warm and dry. Garaging
for storage only with two carparks onsite. Pets
negotiable.

Please note that the property will be going on the
market in mid-October so a monthly or 6 monthly
agreement may suit.

Reasonable offers to buy the property may also
be considered. Price $595/week.

Contact: Debra on 027 283 0059 to talk
further or email:
debrafraser@xtra.co.nz
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Megan, Davina & Leslie
Preschool Teachers

Lake Okareka Preschool News Phone 07-362 8606

May/June 2024

What a great start to the term for Preschool celebrating te
Tiriti o Waitangi with our tamariki and kaiako singing our very
own treaty waiata that upholds the values of our Preschool.
Kupu aroha kind words, ringaringa atawhai gentle hands,
titro mai looking at me, taringa whakarongo listening ears,
waewae hikoi walking feet and korero pai inside voice.

We had a very successful trip to the Noble’s family farm to
visit Whakapoungakua our mountain range, making a true
connection with our whenua. The weather gods smiled on us
as the wind and the rain eased, we were able to stand with
mana as we sang our pepeha and listened to a few stories
about our ancestors. Many thanks to the Noble whanau,
Megan for organising the trip and to all of the whanau who
supported us on this day.

We are currently learning about
Matariki and the 9 stars developing
a greater understanding of our Maori
culture. Hiwa | te Rangi is the
youngest star in the Matariki cluster.
She is the star to which our dreams
and aspirations are connected too.

It is to Hiwa that Maori would send
their dreams and desires for the year
in the hope that they would be realised. This tradition is similar to wishing upon a star, or a New
Year’s resolution. We thank our whanau for sharing their hopes and dreams for their tamariki, may
they all come true.

Your Teachi'ng Team, Leslie, Qavina and Megan
Leslie, Davina and Meqan
Preschool contact 362 8606, email office@lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz.
www.lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz Like us on Facebook to see more adventures.
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Craig Kilmister
Chairman

Lake Okareka Tennis Club Phone 027 455 9301

We had another great season of tennis in Term 1, we
welcomed a few newbies to the club which is awesome.
Kids tennis on Fridays is fun, we have spare racquets to
loan out and your child can have their first lesson for free
to see if they enjoy it! So if you are new to the village bring
your children down.

Starting again Term 4 - Friday @ 4pm. We run 3 ability
groups, lessons are approx 45mins.

Some adults enjoyed a few lessons after work during the
summer months, with Guy returning to upskill us as best he =
could! Fun and laughter was had, as we unlearned our old
techniques in favour of the new ‘Modern’ ways!

Photo Credits: Lake Okareka Tennis Club
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NETBALL! A few Okareka locals played a social netball game against a team of Tarawera folks on a
sunny Sunday afternoon, followed by a BBQ... | think the tallest team won on the day! We are now
planning a second game to hopefully push Tarawera off their Mountain top!

We are keen for more tennis & netball players,
so if interested get in touch.

The CRICKET bowling nets are getting well
utilised by youth. There is still a little bit of
touching up to do but they are great fun if you
have bored kids or cricket lovers at your place!

Remember the clubrooms are available for a
small fee for members to use, why not organise
your own social day out with workmates
followed by a BBQ!

Annual family subs will be due in October, the code will change Labour weekend. $120 per family.
We will send out a reminder closer to the time.

Visit our Okareka Tennis Club facebook page for updates and events.
Or contact us okarekatennis@gmail.com.

Crat

Craig Kilmister - 027 455 9301
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@ Lake Okareka

Tim Bell
LOCA Local

2024 Lake Okareka Winter tsbellnz@grmai.cor
Fishing Competition

The annual Lake Okareka Winter Fishing Competition was held on Saturday the 22nd of June. It
was a beautiful calm winter day with a misty start to keep things interesting out on the water. 76
people entered the competition, 16 of those as juniors. Fishing was tough for a number of people
with the total number of fish weighed in dropping below average to 62. However, the fish caught
were in better condition and all of the Biggest Fish categories saw heavier fish than last year.

Prize giving was held at the Village Hall with everyone tucking into delicious food donated and
cooked by local families and a very large glazed ham and buns provided by Darren and Karen
Huston of New World Rotorua.

A big thank you to all of the volunteers for keeping this long standing event running. And a shout
out to our prize sponsors, Hunting and Fishing Rotorua, Armstrong Whanau and Stream Block
Winery in Taupo.

Congratulations to the prize winners for 2024: @D

e  Biggest Fish Overall - Steve Gatenby (2.2kg)

e Biggest Fish Womens (Blackburn Trophy)
- Portia Janes (2.02kg)

° Biggest Fish Junior (Harvey Trophy)
- Stella Pinfold (2.03 kg)

e  Biggest Bag Team - Team INXS (10 fish)

° Biggest Bag Family (Peter Blackburn Trophy)
- Herbert Family (6 fish)

e  Biggest Bag Junior (Walter Reid Trophy)
- Rhiannon Ward (2 fish)

e  Biggest Bag Individual (Reg Turner Solitaire Cup)
- Mike Rayner (7 fish)

° Best Condition Factor Junior (Bob Van Boven
Trophy) - Jasper Herbert (58.95)

Photo Credits: Lake Okareka Fishing Club
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Photo Credits: Lake Okareka Fishing Club
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Justice of the Peace: available locally, please
ring Janine 07 362 8545 or 021 665 464

Hi everyone, I’'m Tori your new editor. My family has been in the area

for three generations, and are fortunate to know how special this part

of New Zealand is. I’'m looking forward to working with you to continue
bringing topical and interesting content. Though | don’t live here, my two
grown children and | love visiting at least once a month. I'm committed

to strengthening the newsletter content and connections with readers.
Please make contact with me if you have a story you wish to share or if you
would like to advertise. | hope to meet you in person soon.

Victoria (Tori) Jantke
victoriajantke@gmail.com

Specialising in Customised Facials, Sculpting Buccal S‘ ﬂ/ .
: Hru_c:lr:gy Aﬂsthﬂ I ullap_mn In:fumon ' Q [‘;ﬂ{ L0

SR Cleven

NUTRITIONAL SKINCARE CLINIC

Awarded NZ Most Promising
Skin Theropist 2021 L Kate Hudson
; . e Corneotherapist, Skin Therapist
Runner Up dermaviduals Australasia for Vs
skin Barrier Conditions Cly 2 © 11 Calder Road, Lake Okareka
Finalist—Comeothemapist of the Year i 0N % - — www.studio-eleven.co.nz
2021& 2022 i
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