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A WINNING / [BAYLEYS|
COMBINATION £ ° ’

Jenny Donne and Bayleys are a winning
combination at Lake Tarawera.

Working here with buyers and sellers is my
passion and with over 14 years of experience,
it has become my speciality.

Contact me for a comprehensive, confidential
market appraisal.

Proud sponsor of the Lake
Tarawera Sailing School

P 027 385 0566 E jenny.donne@bayleys.co.nz
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Chair’s Report Summer 2026 i oppa
LOCA - Chai
Protecting Our Lakes: A New Biosecurity Plan 021 708 o5azIr

Welcome to 2026 and a new approach to protecting the Tarawera group of lakes: Okareka,
Tarawera, Tikitapu and Rotokakahi.

Eighteen days of LOCA-led boat-ramp monitoring this summer, in partnership with Te Arawa
Lakes Trust, showed something very clear: our current biosecurity set-up is not good enough to
stop unwanted plants, fish and aquatic pests such as hornwort, catfish, and gold clams getting
into the lakes.

The extra checks we ran were only a small, short-term improvement and have now stopped, but
the risk has not.

A key aim of the LOCA subcommittee, working with Te Arawa Lakes Trust, was to show this
clearly and get Councils and Biosecurity New Zealand to treat it as a serious planning issue, not
just hope signs, education and trusting every boatie to always do the right thing.

We began by focusing on the immediate threat from freshwater gold clam. As the work went on,
we shifted to the ways pests move between lakes, mainly on boats, trailers and gear going from
one lake or water body to another. Overseas and New Zealand experience is blunt: once these
pests arrive, they are almost impossible to remove. The only real protection is to control how
boats and equipment move between lakes much more closely than we do now.

To respond to this, LOCA has drafted a stronger biosecurity plan that uses the Tarawera lakes
as a trial area, with the idea that, if it works well, it can later be extended to all Te Arawa lakes.
This is a proposal and starting point, not a final decision.

We outlined the idea in a short discussion paper shared in January 2026 with Bay of Plenty
Regional Council, Rotorua Lakes Council, Te Arawa Lakes Trust, Biosecurity New Zealand (MPI),
iwi, hapt and other lake communities. We are encouraged by the widespread support we have
received for the overall direction.

LOCA's paper suggests putting money up front into smarter systems so they are effective and
affordable to run. The main parts of the plan and future workstreams we have suggested are:

e Keeping track of boats: looking at options for a system that records which boats are using
which ramps in the Tarawera group of lakes, for example using smart cameras, CCTV and/
or electronic tags on boats, and carefully working through privacy, legal, technical and
cost issues before anything is chosen. This still needs a lot of research and testing; we are
suggesting a direction, not a fixed solution.

LOCA NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2026
Page 3




* Proper cleaning stations: designing purpose-built wash and drying facilities that can
properly clean different types of boats and equipment, so we actually remove pests from
hulls, trailers and gear rather than just relying on a quick visual check.

e Shared oversight: setting up a simple structure where Councils, Biosecurity New Zealand,
Te Arawa Lakes Trust and the community make decisions together, and possibly a “lakes
biosecurity management authority” to run day-to-day operations.

e Supportive rules: making sure national and regional rules clearly back up the new boat-
tracking and cleaning systems and require their use where needed, applied in the same
way at all ramps in the Tarawera lakes, and able to be extended to other lakes later.

e Data and research lead: good data and scientific research sit behind all of this. Existing
Regional Council lake-use data, LOCA's boat-ramp use, vessel-type and vessel-movement
data collected over the past month, and NIWA’s Endeavour Fund research programme
on freshwater biosecurity will together help to design, trial and gradually roll out better

systems.

e Fair funding: agreeing a sensible way to pay for the system, including contributions from
visiting boat users, the wider district/region and central government, and keeping ongoing

costs realistic.

In short, LOCA has moved from highlighting problems at the boat ramps to putting a practical
trial proposal on the table for the Tarawera group of lakes. What we have described above is our

suggested way forward.

It now needs to be planned, tested,
adjusted and either confirmed or reshaped
by Bay of Plenty Regional Council,
Biosecurity New Zealand (MPI), Rotorua
Lakes Council, Te Arawa Lakes Trust, NIWA,
hapd and lakeside communities before
anything is locked in.

Finally, a big thank-you to the many
Okareka residents who volunteered at the
boat ramp, to Arlo Garden and his father
Shanon for coordinating activities, and to
the LOCA biosecurity subcommittee of
Colin Jackson, Dennis Falconer, Peter Weir
and Mitch Collins for their time and effort to
date.

Neil
Neil Oppatt
Chair - Lake Okareka Community Association

PROPERTY MANAGER
LIVING LOCALLY

If renting your Okareka or Tarawera property
on a longer term basis is a consideration |
handle these as well as Holiday Rentals.

Cover the sewerage scheme cost at
Tarawera or RLC rates by income from
longer term renting!

CALL NORMAN DONALD
2LAKES HOLIDAY RENTALS
FOR A FREE APPRAISAL
FOR SHORT TERM RENTAL

norman®2lakes.co.nz
0274 950189

beokabach
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i %ar New Vou
but somelimes, what you really
need is a new view.

If your 2026 goals involve downsizing, upsizing, or moving on to
anew adventure, now is the time to make it happen.

The Lake Okareka market comes alive in summer. Buyers are
here, the lake is stunning, and the demand for quality holiday
and permanent homes is real.

Why List With Anita Martelli?
Deep local knowledge of the Okareka market.

Premium marketing capturing the lifestyle, not just the house.
Dedicated to getting you the premium price you deserve.

Ready for a new view?
Contact Anita for a confidential appraisal.

7

AnitaMartelli 027 552 6482

anita.martelli@raywhite.com | Licensed REAA 2008
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Rich Lang
LOCA - Member

See something? Do something! scring roiice oficer
Summer 2026 0274 599 018

Summer has well and truly settled in around Lake Okareka, and with it comes the familiar buzz
of activity across the village, lakefront, and surrounding tracks. It's great to see people out
enjoying everything our community has to offer — residents and visitors alike - but as always, a
busy season brings a few reminders about safety, awareness, and looking out for one another.

A Busier Community Means Staying Alert

The warmer months inevitably mean more traffic on our roads and more people on and around
the lake. Millar Road, Okareka Loop Road, and the boat ramp area continue to be pressure
points during peak periods.

Please continue to:
e Slow down and share the road, especially with pedestrians and cyclists.
e Take extra care near the lakefront and reserve areas.

e Observe boating rules, particularly the 5-knot zones close to shore, swimmers,
paddleboarders, and kayakers.

These small actions make a real difference in keeping everyone safe.
Reporting Makes a Difference

As has been reinforced over previous seasons, reporting antisocial or dangerous behaviour is
one of the most effective tools we have as a community. We don’t know what we don’t know -

and timely information allows the appropriate agencies to respond, identify patterns, and take
action where needed.

Please remember:
e |f it's happening now and people or property are in immediate danger - call 111
e |f it has already happened and there is no ongoing danger - call 105 or report online
e Anonymous reporting is always available via 0800 Crime Stoppers

Early reporting, clear descriptions, and where safe, photos or video, continue to deliver positive
outcomes. Our community cameras also remain an important part of this picture, regularly
assisting with identifying unsafe or unlawful behaviour.
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We don’t condone the behaviour we're unwilling to challenge - and reporting is how we
challenge it safely and appropriately.

Community Hub — Information and Support

Work continues behind the scenes on strengthening our Community Hub and the information
provided by residents, we are still seeking more information. The Hub is about more than
emergencies - it's about knowing who we are as a community, what skills and resources exist
locally, and how we can support one another when needed.

We are continuing to build:
e A register of community skills, experience, and local knowledge
e A list of tools, equipment, and resources that could be shared in an emergency
e An understanding of who in our community may need additional support during a crisis

This information is vital in helping us respond quickly and effectively when circumstances
require it.

If you have skills, equipment, or knowledge that could be useful - or if you or someone you know
may need extra assistance - please consider getting in touch.

Please email or call Rich Lang on:
Jumborich17@gmail.com
0274 599 018.

Working Together

Lake Okareka remains a special place because of the people who live here and the pride we all
take in our environment and community. By staying aware, reporting concerns, and contributing
where we can, we help ensure it stays safe, welcoming, and resilient.

Thank you, as always, to those who quietly step up, look out for others, and help keep our slice
of paradise just that.

Rich

Best, Rich Lang, LOCA - Member, Serving Police Officer

Stay Prepared, I
Stay Connected:
Community Emergency

Support Register

Scan the QR code to register your details with the
Community Emergency Support Register.
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Important Numbers - Please Keep
Handy

Emergency — Police, Fire, Ambulance: 111
If there is an immediate risk to life or property, or an incident is happening now.

Police — Non-Emergency: 105 or report online
For incidents that have already happened and there is no immediate danger.

Crime Stoppers (Anonymous Reporting): 0800 555 111
If you wish to report information anonymously.

Dangerous or Anti-Social Driving: *555 or online reporting
For unsafe driving behaviours where there is no immediate emergency.

Water Safety / Boating Issues: Harbourmaster (via Rotorua Lakes
Council)
For unsafe behaviour on the water, breaches of 5-knot zones, or boating concerns.

Rotorua Lakes Council: 07 348 4199

For road issues, signage, reserves, infrastructure, or environmental concerns.

Classic Pub Meals | NZ Craft Beer & Ciders on Tap | Happy Hour

Live Music - Saturdays | Quiz Night - Thursdays | Newly Renovated Function Room

FIO&WHISTLE |
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FIRE

EMERGENCY

NEW ZEALAND

Kierin Oppatt

Lake Okdareka Volunteer et Fire Offcer
Fire Brigade

As we head into February, summer has brought a full and fast-paced season for our brigade,
from national wildfire support to local rescues, community sports events, and practical
fire-risk planning. Below are key highlights, lessons learned, and ways you can help keep our
community safe.

Tongariro National Park Fire — regional support and hard numbers

What happened: A significant wildfire of 3,000 ha in the Tongariro National Park required a large
aerial response, with 22 aircraft involved in suppression and mapping operations.

Our role: Dave Herries was deployed to the incident management team as a planning manager,
helping coordinate resources and strategy. Erin Eggleston and Rich Lang supported Interpine
Innovation by conducting thermal drone flights and mapping, and by providing critical
intelligence on fire behaviour and hotspots.

Fire behaviour: The fire's intensity was calculated between 7,900 to 19,000 kW/m. For context,
anything above 4,000 kW/m is considered too intense for effective head on aircraft attack with
long term retardants and too dangerous for ground crews. Fortunately, favourable winds and
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timely rain kept the fire front from changing direction and the blaze burnt out on Mt Tongariro
without further spread.

Takeaway: High-intensity fires can exceed the capabilities of both aerial and ground attack;
accurate mapping and coordinated planning are essential to protect people and infrastructure.

Tarawera Road — trees down during strong winds

At 4:08 pm on 29 December, our crew responded to a tree that had come down across both
lanes of Tarawera Road. The Rotorua Fire Brigade quickly closed the road, cleared the debris,
and had traffic moving again by 4:36 pm. Fulton Hogan teams supported the remaining
clean-up. Not long after we returned to the station, a second call came in at 5:00 pm. A much
larger tree had fallen in an area where vehicles had been queuing only moments earlier.
Fortunately, no one was struck or injured.

Steve Gattenby (Lake Tarawera) and Fulton Hogan began work on removing the larger tree,
while our crew assisted by moving vehicles away from other hazardous, overhanging trees, then
helped with the clean-up. Tarawera Road was fully reopened at 6:43 pm.

Safety reminder: When clearing branches from the road, live powerlines can be hidden
underneath. Look up and live is a simple reminder to always check above you for electrical
hazards before you start. Do not drive or park under large overhanging trees during strong
winds. If you see a hazard, call it in and move vehicles away from danger. Quick reporting can
prevent serious injuries or fatalities.
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ational Mountain Bike Championship

We hosted the FENZ National Mountain Bike Championship on the 20th and 21st of November,
welcoming 72 competitors from around the country. Conditions were excellent on both days,
and we wrapped up with a prizegiving at the station.

Daniel Cobb from our brigade took out 1st overall in the enduro event. Halee Smith from the
Rotorua Brigade claimed 1st in the women’s category, and Sam Sutton from the Okere Falls
Brigade topped the e-bike division. Jesse Oppatt and | picked up more modest results, placing
4th and 7th in the open men’s category.

Thanks to Erin Eggleston (event organiser), our volunteer marshals, prize-giving helpers,
Rotorua Spa Shop (ice bath and spa pools), Rotorua Mountain Biking Club (event trailer), Geoff
Carter (handmade awards) and all sponsors and partners who provided prizes or funding. Your
support helped turn the competition into a truly memorable event.

Rural Fire Risk Planning — FireMapper site inspections

Tai Royal asked for help developing a rural fire risk management plan. On 16 December, Dave
Herries and Paul Hunter (Risk and Reduction Advisor, Fire and Emergency NZ) completed a site
inspection. Dave mapped access roads, steep terrain, turn-around areas, structures, hazards
(including hazardous chemicals), and water supplies using FireMapper, a secure programme
used by Fire and Emergency NZ. Following this, we have mapped TW Moore Quarry, Blue Lake
Holiday Park, Playne’s Farm, and we have started residential properties in Lake Okareka.

Why it matters: Having mapped access routes, water supplies and hazardous chemicals saves
crucial time during a fire and helps protect people, property, animals and responders.

If you're interested, and you own a farm or lifestyle block in Lake Okareka, we are happy to
carry out a site inspection or talk you through how FireMapper works. Get in touch, and I'l
arrange a visit.

If you have a residential property in Lake Okareka with large LPG cylinders, flammable liquids
(such as petrol or diesel), or other hazardous chemicals, please let me know so we can record
them in the app.
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Acnowledgements

Thank you to everyone who stepped up this season — our deployed members, local volunteers,
partner agencies, Fulton Hogan, Rotorua Fire Brigade, Interpine Innovation, Rotorua Mountain
Biking Club, Rotorua Spa Shop, and all sponsors. Your teamwork keeps Lake Okareka safer.

Nga mihi nui, ﬂ

Kierin

Kierin Oppatt - Chief Fire Officer

Lake Okareka Volunteer Fire Brigade

027 777 5130 or kierin.oppatt@fireandemergency.nz

Interior design isn't just about choosing pretty things ...
it's lots of small, intentional decisions.

o}

Want to avoid mental exhaustion while facing
50 many decisions?

We can provide clarity.

With our help, you will feel calmer
and things run smogther

Mward winning interier desigrar

marlenehudsondesign.co.nz




ARB MEN TREE CARE

CALL YOUR TRUSTED TREE CARE PROFESSIONALS 021873 363

> Tree Removals > Land Clearing > Emergency Call Outs @ www.arbmen.co.nz

> Tree Reduction > Hedge Trimming > Crane Assisted
eter@arbmen.co.nz
> Tree Felling > Stump Grinding Tree Removals 9 P @
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Roly Bagshaw
Senior Maritime Officer

Harbourmaster Update: L s
January 2026

Kia ora koutou,

Summer has brought exceptionally busy days on our lakes, with some boat ramps and trailer
parking at capacity on peak days. It's encouraging to see that despite the pressure, most
boaties are showing patience and good etiquette when launching and retrieving vessels. This
sort of cooperation goes a long way in keeping everyone safe.

Out on the water, however, patrols have noticed several recurring safety issues this season.
Addressing these early helps to prevent accidents and ensures everyone can enjoy the lakes
safely.

Personal watercraft (jet ski) safety

One of the most noticeable trends we've seen this summer has been jet ski groups riding

and playing in close formation. While riding together can be enjoyable, many of these riders
are inexperienced, and when powerful machines are operated too closely the risks increase
significantly.

In early January on Lake Tarawera, two jet skis in the same group collided, partially sinking one
craft. Fortunately, no one was injured, but it was a clear reminder of how quickly things can go
wrong.

Several riders have received $200 infringements for:
e Travelling at speed within 50 metres of another craft
e Exceeding speed limits within 200 metres of shore and inside 5 knot areas.

If you are new to PWC riding, take the time to start slowly, practise manoeuvring, and become
familiar with local navigation rules. Riding responsibly keeps you and others safe and helps
avoid fines.

Lifejackets on paddie craft

Patrols have also observed low lifejacket compliance on stand-up paddleboards (SUPs) and

other paddle craft, particularly in popular swimming areas such as Boyes Beach and Lake

Tikitapu.

Although conditions can appear calm, a paddler separated from their board can get into trouble

very quickly, especially when the weather changes. Patrol staff have been surprised by how far
LOCA NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2026
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some paddlers are travelling without safety gear, despite variable forecasts.
Safety reminders for paddle craft users:

e Always wear a personal flotation device (PFD)

e Carry two forms of communication if venturing any distance.

As we move through the latter part of summer, not wearing a PFD on a SUP, kayak, rowboat, or
similar craft could result in a $200 infringement.

Keeping swim areas and ski lanes clear

Another common issue we’ve witnessed has been boats and jet skis parked in ski lanes,
passive areas, and crowded swimming zones. Where a beach is busy with swimmers, our
patrols continue to ask vessel operators to move to the edges of the beach.

Ski lanes and reserved areas must remain clear when in use. This simple separation between
swimmers and vessels provides an important safety buffer and reduces the risk of serious
incidents.

Watch your speed!
Speed remains one of the most frequent causes of breaches on our lakes.

Just like driving on the road, safe speeds apply on the water. In the Bay of Plenty region,
vessels must not exceed 5 knots (about 9 km/h) when:

e Within 200 metres of shore

e Within 200 metres of a dive flag

e Within 50 metres of another boat or swimmer
* A person is outside the vessel's deck

Many lakes are clearly marked with 5-knot buoys to help make these zones easy to identify.
Breaching these rules can result in $200 infringements.

Buoy Boy out and about on the lakes this summer

Looking sharp as ever, Buoy Boy is proving to be a great
safer boating reminder. Before heading out, remember to wear
a lifejacket, carry two waterproof ways to call for help, and
always check the marine weather forecast.

Working together for a safe summer

~ Most people on the water are doing the right thing, and that’s
appreciated. By understanding the rules, wearing the right
safety gear, and operating vessels considerately, we all play a
= part in keeping the lakes safe and enjoyable for everyone.

Let’s continue to look out for one another and make safety

Roly the priority.
Roly Bagshaw
Senior Maritime Officer (Lakes)

Harbourmaster Team BOPRC, Bay of Plenty Regional Council
LOCA NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2026
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TELFER MARINE

ROTORUA

B:*ATING & 0UTDOORS

= Supplie for the Kind [ifertyls =

I iy B ROTORUA'S ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL THINGS
\ L BOATING!
3 - « Yamaha Authorised Dealership &  « Electronics & Sounders

Service Department
= Huge range of water sports gear

= Life Jackets

= 0il & Maintenance Supplies

« Fishing gear
= Minn Kata Pro Store &
* How and usad bot zaler Autharised Service Centre

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF

21 | OUTBOARDS AND INBOARDS
= LY . §

@YAMAHA Gnegcy @OBREN fuccancer Bl
- =

e w10

236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua

Ph: 07 345 9854 | E: office@telfermarine.co.nz | www.telfermarine.co.nz

BAY CONSULTING
ENGINEERS

Tim Fowler, CPEng

@) 021758 786
Local Structural Engineering Experts @) tim@bayce.co.nz

Caleb Milsom, MEngNZ
Contact us to discuss your next &) 027 283 142
commercial, industrial or residential project. (m) caleb@bayce.co.nz

www.bayce.co.nz
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CONTRIBUTOR
o P FaEECH

Te Wakaunua Te

Kurapa
Biosecurity Officer
(Aquatic Pests)

Biosecurity Update - Bay of Plnty Regional

Council Toi Moana

Summer 2026 0800 884 880

Kia ora koutou,

Regional Council would like to acknowledge and thank the Lake Okareka community for your
support in helping to prevent the spread of invasive freshwater pests into, and between, the

Rotorua Te Arawa Lakes. The community response to the gold clam threat over the summer is
the perfect example of people coming together to protect the lakes and rivers that we all love.

Check, Clean, Dry, Certify statistics

Boat ramp biosecurity behaviour across the lakes so far this year seems to have improved
significantly. Across the region 92% of the 451 physical inspections by the TALT team passed
these inspections demonstrating good vessel hygiene and encouragingly 49.5% of vehicles
parked at the boat ramps had completed the self-certification process — up from an average
25% last year.

Based on the online statistics available, the number of people completing the self-certification
process at Lake Okareka has increased from 36.9% last year, to 67% this year — the highest
across all the lakes. Statistics for the paper forms being completed by the boat ramp
ambassadors are yet to be collated and entered into the system but will no doubt support this
trend.

Extra wash station in Whakatane opened

EBHEBH To avoid an extra 54 km roundtrip to the wash station on
Te Ngae Road, a new MPIl-approved wash station at the
for what's visible Whakatane Harbour boat ramp opened 19 December
E CLEA.H for boaties wanting to go to Lake Okataina. Since 1 July
2025, 400 washdown forms have been submitted. While

for what's not visible ~ ;
87% of them are for access to Lake Okataina, the other
L DRY 13% also reflects various event competitors fulfilling
to be sure their biosecurity requirements and people coming from

m the Waikato region adhering to the CAN.

LOCA NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2026
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Gold Clam FAQs

Have gold clams been successfully eradicated anywhere in the world? While it's too

early to tell if the eradication efforts at the Taupd Aqua Park have been successful, there are

no documented cases of eradication internationally. However, there are some successful
management success stories. Suction dredging in North America and Ireland has achieved over
95% reduction in local clam densities for a given period.

Are they good to eat? Aside from whether they are good to eat or not, they have the legal
status of an Unwanted Organism under the Biosecurity Act. This means that people must not
knowingly move them or water that may contain them.

As small filter-feeding shellfish that eat deposits from the river or lakebed they can accumulate
toxins in their gut, making them unsafe to eat from polluted waterways.

What are the details of the gold clam discovery in Taranaki? Gold clams were detected

in Lake Rotomanu in Taranaki in early November 2025. This small man-made lake has
subsequently been closed to the public and drained to allow scientists to undertake a detailed
delimiting survey to determine the next best steps.

What risk do they pose? They outcompete native species (kakahi/freshwater mussels) and
because each clam can produce up to 70,000 juveniles per year, they can clog water intake
pipes, filters, and machinery, affecting power generation and irrigation.

What do | do if | think | have found
one?

* Report it: Take a photo, note the
location, and contact Biosecurity
New Zealand at 0800 80 99 66 or
report it online at report.mpi.govt.nz

* Do not move it: Leave the clam
where you found it to avoid
accidentally spreading larvae.

Te Wakaunua

Te Wakaunua Te Kurapa
Biosecurity Officer (Aquatic Pests)
Bay of Plenty Regional Council Toi Moana

Image credit: Michele Melchior, NIA.
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'ﬂ. BAY OF PLENTY
REGIONAL COUNCIL

Justine Randell

BOPRC Lakes Operations Lakes Operations

Officer

Report - February 2026 0800 884 880

As | write this update, Lake Okareka's water level is just below the top of its consented
operating range of 353.9 mRL (see the graph below). As is generally typical over summer,

we anticipated the lake level would gradually drop, so in early December the outlet valve was
operated with lower flow rates to retain water and reduce the risk of low lake levels later in the
summer. However, frequent rain events over this period has meant the lake level has remained
close to the upper limit of the operating range. As a result, the Waitangi Stream is currently
flowing at the maximum consented rate of 500 litres per second. We will continue to manage
flows at around this level as we move into autumn, with the aim of gradually creating storage
capacity ahead of winter.
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If you have any questions or concerns around this work, please do not hesitate to contact me:
Justine.Randell@boprc.govt.nz.

Justine

Justine Randell, Bay of Plenty Regional

Council Toi Moana _
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When sore joints slow down happy lives, we can help

s 4
L
f v ® | I If your dog isn't running like they used to, struggles to get up, or
G 0 |

your pet just seems uncomfortable, it may be more than "just
getting older”

DM P

' At Barrowman Goodman Vets, we offer comprehensive
arthopaedic care for pets, including assessment and treatment of # "
lameness, joint disease, fractures, cruciate injuries, and arthritis,
From advanced diagnostics through to surgical and ongoing pain-

*  management support, your pet's comfort and mobility are always

L 07 343 9090 our priority.

With experienced vets, tailored treatment plans, and
compassionate care, we'ra here to help your pet move mora
comfortably — and get back to doing what they love.

. Barrowman Goodman Vets — helping pets stay active, happy, and
" pain-free,

capers café
+store

T RTE
J all day breakfast menu - 7am till 7pm coffee + cake | kids menu

lunch + dinner menu from 10.30am salad + sandwich cabinet

1181 eruera street | open 7am till 7pm, 7 days | capers.co.nz
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Will Smith

51st Dr Ron Caughey Memorial Yacht
Race - Lake Okareka, 1 January 2026

The lead-up to this year’'s New Year's Day sailing regatta brought some of the most challenging
“summer” boating conditions in recent memory. Stormy weather kept many of our regular lake
sailors off the water over the Christmas period, so it was heartening to see a steady 10-knot
northerly breeze settle over Lake Okareka on the morning of New Year’s Day.

Lake Okareka is never the most predictable sailing venue, even in ideal conditions. Afternoon
thermals (often drifting in from the east coast) tend to arrive late and with limited energy.
Surrounded by large hills, the lake funnels incoming wind into narrow, shifty bands that can
vanish as quickly as they appear. After lunch, as our stalwart sailors were dusting off their boats,
the breeze faded, dark clouds rolled in, and a brief squall forced the smaller-than-usual group
of sailors and supporters on Boyes Beach to take shelter. When it passed, it left almost no wind
behind.
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In the absence of Christine Caughey, who was in Wellington for the birth of her second
grandson®, | was asked to step in to run the regatta for 2026. Big thanks to the dedicated
families who always support the event by laying the course and setting the buoys around the
lake. After waiting for the breeze to rebuild, we finalized handicapping - one of the trickiest
jobs of the day. The race officer must somehow assign staggered starts that fairly account for
different boat types and speeds, young and old, experts and novices, all racing around every
corner of the lake in pursuit of a close finish for those who sail well (and get a bit lucky!).

The 2026 race delivered in spades. It was fascinating to watch and thrilling to compete in, with
several intense battles keeping crews on their toes and spectators engaged right to the end.
Remarkably, it all came down to the final beat from the bay mouth up to the finish at Boyes
Beach, with the top four boats crossing the line within a three-minute window - genuinely
exciting stuff!

A huge congratulations to Tim Winstone, who held off “pro” windsurfer Alan Mcintosh (who grew
up sailing on Lake Rotorua) to claim victory. The Winstone family has featured in many early
editions of the regatta, but a win had eluded them - until now. Tim’s name now joins the prized
Dr Ron Caughey Cup and the framed photograph of Lake Okareka.

It was wonderful to see families out on the beach, picnicking and cheering on the sailors in the
true spirit of the day.

If you're interested in joining the sailing community, have children or adults keen to learn to sail
over summer, or would like to take part in the 52nd edition on 1 January 2027, please get in
touch with me, Will Smith 021-916-150 or Harry Lusk 027-464-7462

It looks like we might have an Olympic Gold medalist joining for the fun next year. We'd love to
see more boats and supporters—come join the fun!

(*Christine sends her best wishes and hopes to be back for future races. Xavi was born Dec
30th and will be in a P-Class in 2030!)
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LOCA Coffee Club

LOCA Coffee Club at the Lake
Okareka Fire Station 10.30- ek

11.30am the last Friday of every . LOCA CGﬂEH CII.'b
month - 30 Jan, 27 Feb, 27 March, ’“"“H—_.
24 April, 29 May, 26 June, 31 :
July, 28 August, 25 September,
30 October, 27 November, 18
December.

Grab your friends and your
neighbours and join us for a
coffee hosted by Rick & Lucy with
the support from LOCA and the
Fire Brigade. No pressure to bring
anything other than yourselves
and a good yarn, meet someone
new or stick to the people you
know. Just an opportunity to get
together.

PRIZES TO BE WON!

Acacia Bay Boat Ramp Wed 11 March 6pm

Entry 310 per raft (all proceeds to Leukaemia + Blood Cancer)
Email dave_herries@hotmail.com or 021435623 for more into

nqu:*:.":*:_rr'.irt-“:, @S Lake Okarck: ) Fne

CMMUNITY ASS( M
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Lake Okareka
‘ Tennis Club .

Shelley
Lake Okareka Tennis

Lake Okdareka Tennis Club Club

As chair, | just want to say a big thank you to our committee members for everything they
do for the Lake Okareka Tennis and Netball Club. There’s a lot of work that goes on behind
the scenes, and their ongoing commitment makes a real difference — from organising kids’
coaching and firing up the BBQs, to keeping our adult evenings social, fun and running
smoothly. Also with the advent of pickle ball under expert pro guidance, there is a new
feather in our bow. We're really lucky to have such a great bunch of people supporting the
club and the wider community.

Here’s to a great second half of our summer.

Thanks.
Rich Lang

Junior Tennis is Back!
Term 1 starts Friday 13th February!

We’re excited to have our coach, Mark,
back on the court, following the same
format as term 4 last year.

When: Fridays from 4:00pm

Cost: $13 per lesson (includes a
sausage sizzle!)

Fee: You will be invoiced at the end of
the term.

Note: Payment is for the full term, not
per attendance. We only deduct for
sessions cancelled due to weather.

Sign Up Now!
Please make contact us with your child’s name so we can assign classes.
Email: okarekatennis@gmail.com

Tamson 027 700 9764 or Emily 027 431 9110
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Social Adult Tennis

We are getting back into adult social tennis again after a bit of a break over the holiday period.
Social tennis takes place every Thursday afternoon from 5.30pm. Looking forward to seeing
some new faces at the club!

Call Simon for more info: Ph:027 4535048
Pickleball

Pickleball is also getting popular as the weather improved. Come and give it a go on
Wednesday mornings. Message Anne if interested, she has nets and paddles you can use. Ph:
0276373552

Do you live or have a holiday house out at the Lakes and would like to join?
Simply visit: www.Facebook.com/okarekatennis

Complete the Membership form at the top and pay the sub. Once the sub is recieved we will
send you the gate code.

Thanks for supporting your local club.

Rich, Emily, Tamson, Shelley
and the Team
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Erin, Megan, Davina &
Leslie
Preschool Teachers

Lake 6'(& reka Preschool News rronc 07-362 8606
- Summer 2026

Christmas fun with a visit from Santa courtesy
of our local Rural Fire Force, Phil and Kieren,
delivering him safely to Preschool.

Nativity 2025. Thank you to LOCA Lake
Okareka Community Association for another
great community evening celebrating the
start of Christmas. Our Nativity was great fun
enjoyed by all.

We are so lucky to have such a great
community.

After our big summer break, 2026 begins with happy school days to Katica, Billie, Frankie, and
Brodie. We wish them a fantastic start at school and every success as they begin this exciting
new learning journey.

In teacher news, we warmly welcome Erin as a permanent member of our teaching team and
are delighted to welcome back Megan, who is returning from maternity leave. A big welcome
also to all our new families joining the preschool community this year.
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We have some exciting news to share—our sandpit is being upgraded with a new roof and a
water tank to collect rainwater. This will support hands-on learning about sustainability and
caring for our environment, an important part of our kaupapa. Hopefully we will have more sun
than rain over the next few weeks

Our annual working bee saw a big tidy-up of the front barked car park area, playground, and
orchard. A huge thank you to our whanau for your support and hard work in helping to care for
our place.

We are looking forward to hearing all about everyone’s holiday adventures as we settle back into
preschool life, filled with fun, laughter, and meaningful learning together.

Leslie, Davina, Erin & Megan
Your Teaching Team, Leslie, Davina, Erin & Megan.
Preschool contact 362 8606, email office@lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz.

www.lakeokarekapreschool.co.nz Like us on Facebook to see more adventures.

Specialising in Customised Facials, Sculpting Buccal

Massage, Oncology Aesthetics, Collagen Induction ' QILS}LE’/{(/'/((/Q
Therapy, Celluma Pro LED, Gua Sha. Treating Acne, E | ~]
Rosacea, Psoriasis, eczema, scarring, anti-ageing, eve I

Perioral Dermatitis and general skin health. ; v NLTRTIONAL SHIMCARE CLINIC

Winner Prologic Australasia for Case Study Results
2024

Conditions 2022
Finalist—Corneotherapist of the Year 2021 & 2022

Awarded NZ Most Promising Skin Therapist 2021

Kate Hudson
Corneotherapist, Skin Therapist
11 Calder Road, Lake Okareka
www.studio-eleven.co.nz
kate.studioeleven@gmail.com




