





CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Thope you have all received and will respond to the
questionnaire. It is partly about development
proposals and partly about the Lakes A Zone
Variation which aims to allow development without
spoiling the special nature of the area. Please
consider it in the light of the letters in this newsletter
from Fenella Playne and Luke Martin as some of our
statements need correcting. The hearings will last
three months, as each aspect of the plan is addressed.
I'don't envy the Council in its task to mediate between
strongly diverse opinions and ambitions.

For instance, when out on the lake I see the gently
sloping north-facing fields of velvety weed-free
pasture fringed by regenerating bush, sprinkled with
cattle, and nibbled by the lake edge. I imagine them as being idyllic building sites and
no doubt far more covetous eyes than mine have thought so too. On the other hand, I
imagine it would make a fabulous golf course. A much better idea than residential
development which could destroy the very vista that makes the place so special. The
lake is already suffering under the weight of existing development, let alone wishing
for more.

But why should not landowners make the best returns on their asset, even if that means
subdividing? Sorry but no-one can do whatever they wish with their land, and we now
have the Resource Management Act to spell out our responsibility to care for the
environment. One must feel concerned if land owners find themselves stuck with an
uneconomic pieces of land - not saying that any of the farms are uneconomic - but
subdivision might not necessarily be the best or most profitable option.

But back to the lake. I have a report from the National Institute of Water and
Atmospheric Research (NIWA), plus two papers published by NIWA employees. The
first of these, by Burns and Rutherford (1996), is a report on the results of monitoring
26 lakes New Zealand from 1992 to 1996. 17 lakes were monitored monthly during
that time; 3 improved, 3 probably improved (including Rotorua and Rotoiti), 8 did not
change (including Okataina and the Green Lake), 4 may be degrading and Okareka "is
deteriorating and remedial measures need to be considered”. It also states that there
was a significant yearly rise in temperature of 0.35 degrees C, and an increase in lake
level of 0.3m per year. (Later monitoring shows much less, about 0.1 m/yr.). The
second by Burns, Deely, Hall and Safi (1997) is more hopeful. "In the 1970s, McColl
(1972) classed Lake Okareka as mesotrophic (so-so) and reported that it had been
undergoing rapid change from its former oligotrophic (clean) state." Also "It is not
possible to determine whether Lake Okareka has changed its trophic condition from
1970/71 to 1993/94, but the indications are that the lake has not deteriorated and may
have become more oligotrophic in recent times." Thus it depends in who you talk to.
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At the Lakes Water Quality seminar in March it was pointed out that Lake Okareka
has a tiny through-flow compared to its volume, so that it tended to retain all the
rubbish fed into it. We would not dream of using a toilet without flushing it but that is
what we do with the lake. I think you get the picture. If the lake should turn eutrophic
(foul) then we all suffer. Therefore we must make a concerted effort to get all
pollutants diverted away from the lake. A full or part sewerage scheme will do this.
But having done that a major reason for restricting development is removed. Sounds
like a Catch 22 situation

Finally, I am pleased to report that objections to the walkway have been dealt with so
work will soon commence to create this, along with a riparian strip and the retirement
of the marshy area on Longfords farm.

Bryan Walford, chairman

" LORRA Policy on Community Consultation.

Any issue that requires a community response to a statutory body (e.g.
the RDC or EBOP) will be forwarded together with background
information and intention, when possible, to the residents and
ratepayers for consultation. Should the background material be too
large, then information regarding access to it will be forwarded.

The residents and ratepayers will be notified of such issues by e-mail
if address is supplied, by posting on the LORRA community
noticeboard adjacent to the store, in the LORRA newsletters or by
mail. '

The residents and ratepayers will have a time period to respond
within, dependent on the date the submission is required, after which
time the results will be colfated and a representative response or
submission reflecting the results will be forwarded as the final
submission by the LORRA Committee.

This final submission will be notified to the community by the
aforementioned communication methods.

Itis the intention of the LORRA Committee that this process will be
used and adhered to with regard to all relevant issues.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
- YOUR VIEW

Dear Editor

Well done to those who organised the Lake Okareka Community Fund Ceilidh night.
It was great music, company and a good opportunity to catch up with the locals.

The crisp, chilly evening didn’t hamper the revelers and the glowing hot fire braziers
added to a warm and cheerful atmosphere.

Hope these community-based events continue from time to time.

Much appreciated local resident.

Dear Editor

The Rotorua District Council recently cut hard back our verges. We may have
temporarily lost some of our vegetation, but just remember how rapidly it grows to a
stage where it is again out of control. Unkempt verges and branches of trees growing
out over the road cause a danger to motorists and pedestrians, especially near corners
and where the road narrows. It also gives the village an untidy appearance.

I'm sure those residents who don’t have the time or inclination to trim their own
verges or tress appreciate the work done by the council

Satisfied resident

N\ 1/

SEEKUP ELECTRICAL (Les) -5~

“FOR ALL YOUR LOCAL N\ ¥/4
ELECTRICAL NEEDS”

Give me a Call
Les Seekup 362 8298 or 025 441 353

LAKE OKAREKA
STORE

Your community store
Est. 1953

Open 7 days
7:30 am - 7:30 pm Monday - Saturday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm Sunday

Ph 3628 711

Off License Post Centre

Open 7 days Full postal service, local and overseas mail

Full range of wines, spirits and beers Open 6 days

Party ice Free mail service for locals (Okareka or
Tarawera)

Mobil Fuel

EFTPOS available for all purchases
96 & 91 unleaded

Have your order delivered
Okareka video hire Ring before 8:00 am
$6:00 return by midday

Takeaway menu
4:00 pm to 7:15 pm Fri - Sat
All food cooked in vegetable oil, We accept phone or fax orders

Hamburger $5:00 Battered fish $2:00
Egg burger $5:50 Hot chips $2:00
Cheese burger $5:50 Hot dog $1:50
Chicken burger $6:50 Potatoe fritters :80
Steak burger $7:.00 Fish bites :40
Hawaitan burger $7:00 Chicken nuggets 40
Vegie burger $5:50 Wedges $2:00
Bacon burger $7:00 Lasagna $2:00
Fish burger $7:00 American hot dogs ~ $3:00
Avocado burger $7:50

Toasted sandwich
Single $2:00 Double  $2:50 Extra filling :50
Single Ham, Bacon, Steak  min $3:00
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Longfords PO Box 127 Rotorua New Zealand Tel: 0064 7 362 8186 Fax: 0064 7 362 8180

30 MAY 2001

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Lake Okareka Ratepayers and Residents Association Inc.
Postal Delivery Centre

Lake Okareka

Dear Sir

The Playne family have no immediate plans for a subdivision of any kind on

any part of Longfords farm. We are simply protecting the possibility for
posterity. ’

For that reason we are supporting the Council in Variation Twelve whereby a

small part of the property has been designated by the Council for bush
settlement purposes, in the future.

In addition we have requested the Council to consider designating an
undefined small area for settlement purposes, not seen from the existing
settlement or lake.

We are developing a long term strategy for the revegetation of the steepest hill

sides in native species for catchment management purposes which will
improve lake water quality and add to the rural character of the area.

Yours faithfully

Fidle Hlogne

Fenella Playne

30 May 2001

The Chairman

Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association
Mr G B Walford

26 Steep Street

LAKE OKAREKA

Ie:

OPINION SURVEY ON LAKES DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

We have recently been supplied with a copy of your recently promoted opinion
survey.

Having taken the time and trouble to meet with your Executive we are disappointed to
note both the inaccuracies relating to the future plans of a number of our landowner
clients at Lake Okareka, and to the negativity of the questions.

We would like to take this opportunity to correct a number of the issues raised as
follows:

PLAYNE FAMILY

(a)

(b

(©

(d)

On behalf of the Playne Family we have lodged submissions to the Rotorua
District Council to Variation Twelve which support the inclusion of a small part
of their property at the south western end adjacent to the Scenic Reserve, as a
Bush Settlement Area.

We have also in the submission requested Council to consider a small, as yet
unspecified area, in the vicinity of the farm woolshed to be designated for
Settlement purposes.

Both of these issues relate to long term estate planning and the family have no
plans in the foreseeable future to subdivide or sell sites.

In addition the Playne Family submission requests the Council to consider
including environmental protection, environmental enhancement and water shed
management requirements as a planning tool, prior to allowing development in
its widest sense.

CRATER LAKE FARM

(a)

(b)

Ngati Whakaue Tribal Lands have made submissions to Variation Twelve
seeking a broadening of the proposed objectives, policies and rules to allow
environmental protection and enhancement to be a trigger for limited and self
contained land development or subdivision.

The Incorporation seeks to protect and enhance the environment, to expand the
Scenic Reserves in the area and to retire and replant considerable areas of their

property.
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() A low impact, eco farm park type of development is currently in the
pre planning stage, and as discussed, will be brought to your Association for
comment in due course.

ROYAJ, FAMILY

(2)  The Royal Family subdivision which is currently subject to an Appeal by your
Association is to create a total of three lifestyle lots on some 20 hectares of land
near the steep hillside above Boyes Beach.

(b)  As a condition of the Council consent to the subdivision, the steep hillsides
behind and above the three house sites are required to be replanted in native
species.

() This will have the two fold effect of improving visual amenity values and
reducing runoff effects.

(d)  The family has no plans to carry out any further subdivision or development.

VARIATION TWELVE

In general terms the thrust of the submissions that have been made by our clients to the

Council are to:

(a)  Encourage land owners to retire and replant unsuitable/steep farm land from
grazing, and to decrease runoff effects.

(d)  To allow limited development and subdivision opportunities to achieve the
results sought above and to ensure that sustainable, low tech, low impact
infrastructural service requirements are provided.

We trust this information can be disseminated to your members in an effort to keep the
record straight.

Yours faithfully
MARTIN MCCAULAY MORTON LTD

L S Martin
Dip.,Surv ,FN.ZIS. MN.ZPLMPLEILNZ.
Registered Surveyor/Town Planner

Available to both Local residents and Non-iocal residents
For bookings and information on hire charges

Contact Mary Madsen (Hall Secretary)
. PH3628564

The Editor, LORRA Newsletter

We wish to bring attention to a matter of concern regarding the building occupied by
the Te Waiariki Purea Trust at Boyes bay.

During the Easter vacation we noticed an extension, constructed on the northern end
of the original building. The impression we had of this addition was not favourable. It
also occurred to us that no publicity had preceded this development. To our
knowledge, there had been no public notification. This structure is however on R.D.C.
reserve land and in full view of many residents and all lake users. How could this
work have proceeded in an authorised manner?

We made enquiries of R.D.C., only to be informed by the building inspector that a
building consent (permit notification) had been issued, however subject strictly to
resource consent (land use / planning approval) being sought and approved. However,
according to council the occupier/developer had apparently, taken no steps to meet this
condition. Indeed, it transpired that the occupier proceeded building oblivious to any
such condition. There appears to be conflicting views on the above matter between
the R.D.C. and the Trust.

In our own experience (preceding the implementation of variation 12 of the district
plan) construction work we carried out was subjected to detailed scrutiny. We were
satisfied with this approach.

We would hope LORRA and any other concerned residents take a active interest in
any developments at this site. Our community is subjected to stringent planning
controls, reflecting public concerns about our environment and lifestyle. It is hoped
that these guidelines and negotiations are, and should be accepted and honored by all
concerned and implemented by the local authority consistently

R and R Shand

Apparently the procedure is that the Trust must obtain written consents from persons
who may consider themselves to be effected by the extension (this is normally the
neighbours — but as there are no neighbours this consent must then be from other
people who have voiced concern).

If the Trust fails to contact interested parties i.e. people who have voiced concern then
they must publicly notify their proposal.
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The globetrotters are back

Having returned from our study trip to France, we would like to thank the Okareka M AX B RAD F O RD

Community association for the kind donations they made to our trip funds.
The trip was a huge success! National MP Rotorua

Apart from the usual spectacular sightseeing, we stayed with two french families (not
quite as scary as we imagined!) and traveled from the very south of France to the very
north. In other words, from warm and sunny, to the cold and wet! ,

Thanks again “If you have any concerns or would like to discuss any
Yasmin Christie, Hannah M*Donald matter with me, please call my office for an appointment.”

Max Bradford MP

Electorate Office:
1205 Amohia Street, Rotorua
Phone/Fax (07) 347 4444
Emall: max.bradford@parfiament.govt.nz

INDOOR BOWLS | .

Come and join us at the Okareka hall on Monday evenings, 7:30 start.
We are a small, friendly group that meets for fun and companionship. Fees are
modest, just 310 per season and 81 per night, which includes supper. First night is
Jree so come along and try your hand at this popular sport. All are welcome.
For more information phone:

Sue 362 8038

Peter 362 8045

National
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BOBS FISHING REPORT

Well when I received “ThE Call “ asking if I would mind writing a fishing report the
newsletter I felt a great sense of self importance & pride /// At last I have been
recognised for the great fisherman I am , I thought to myself . Rushing to grab the
famous lake okareka “Solitaire Cup “ which for the last year has had pride of place in
the lounge , Shirley asked , what are you doing ? .
I have been asked to write a fishing report for the newsletter , I replied with great
excitement . Im not bloody surprised was the quick reply , your always out there
fishing , fish , fish , fish thats all you do , when was the last time we etc etc & so on %/
Then silence fell , T was saved , Coronation street just started on the telly .I left the
room , my importance and pride had evaporated , I bet Ken Barlow would rather be
out fishing if he didn’t have to be on telly every night , I thought to myself .
So I cleaned the Solitaire cup , which incase you dont know , is the cup presented for
the biggest overall catch in the world famous lake okareka fishing competition ,
which this year is the weekend of 23 /24 of June. A cup which I managed to win &
have my name engraved on to for the year 2000 , T recommend you have a look at &
try to win it ? It was donated by Reg Turner and the ist winning name on it is Jack
Turner in 1978, followed by many familiar sounding names.
So how do you catch the most fish in a competition ? Firstly you’ve got to enter , even
if your not a fisherperson? enter & have some fun .
Just like myself and the New years yacht race-I sail once a year , but , you’ve got to
be in to win - or in my case be in the team that has the reputation for coming in last -
2nd to last & nearly last 3 years in a row? [ think the captain & owner of our boat is
trying to sell it // I wonder why ?
I Digress-- How to win ?
~ You can arrange for the two people who have there name on the cup for the last
consecutive 5yrs to be unavailable? Send one on an international holiday & strike one
down with an ear infection making standing impossible ./ Of course thats not the
reason I won this cup last year though ??7 its because im a brilliant fisherman ??
How to win----
You could take your boat out & get dirty drunk , hook up in the bay on what your
numbed senses tell you is a huge hunk of weed & not realise until half an hour later
when finally pulling your line in , by this time at boyes beach , you’ve got the biggest
{ and unluckiest } fish of that years competition looking up at you .

How to win

Take a youngster out , let him use, of his choice, a sea line & the biggest black fly
available , he will hook up on the 1st run along ski lane & win biggest fish juniors
that year 77

or { Kids ask your parents 1st}Tie your boat up to the jetty on Saturday tea time,
making fly fishing difficult for all the others , then produce from the depths of your
boat a few crates of homebrew for all to consume - after an hour or so the fly
fisherman cant cast and thers no way they’ll be up at Sam on Sunday to fish [but you

will of course].

enter the competition Mums ,Dads , kids, teams, fly fish , boat fish, its a great

~ weekend and who knows you might win a prize as well /

Ho yes the fishing report ?

Fly fishing from boyes beech just before dark or later in the eyening has produced
some nice fish .A large group of Aussies club fishermen, some who have never
flyfished before caught allot of fish on there recent vigt , nearly all the fish were
released so there still there if you go and give it a go/ its a good place to learn if you
haven’t fly fished before.Ski lane can be equally produf:tlve at night , doll flys are
usually the best after dark & its always best to fish at night with another person for
safety reasons and remember too keep the country side clean &»take your beer cans
home wish you??

Boat fishing for me has been slow over the last few weeks but some others have
pulled up the odd nice fish at varying times of the day . Weather you fish deep or
shallow with flys or lures my belief is you’ve as much chance as anybo-dy ‘else to
catch fish as long as your line is in the water and not the cupboard // Fishing shallow
around the weedbeds early morning with a couple of small flys can produce good
results and as the day progresses move out to deeper water and use a lure , yellow or
green with a harling fly in front of it , this type of rig gives good results on most
outings. Tarawera is also quite hard fishing from jche boat at the moment , flyfishing is
producing some big fish though and one night this week I played & lost 4 gogd fish
_before finally landing a small 5lber & a person near by landed five fish the biggest
being around 8 & three quater 1b ? By the way , make sure your not the last to leave
when its home time, There is no one to rescue you at 11.30 pm on that road when
your ute brakes down , and it takes about 2 hours to walk from the Tarawera to
Okareka in a pair of waders ?? beleve me I know 77

Good luck

Bob
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COMING EVENTS Mid Wi

; A reminder that the Annual Okareka Mid-Winter Swim,
N I T N I D D D T AN I D T D DI D T I I T DN T D D B DN B D A D N (sponsored by LORRA) will be held at

, Boyes Beach on Sunday 1°" July.
f 10:30 a.m.
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So show us what you're made

i of, impress your friends and %
i yourself. 3 %
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i T know this has changed from
i the original date, and is not
t the shortest day, but it is in
i the school holidays so there's
no excuse not o be there

The annual Okareka Fishing Tournament will be held on

June 23, 24
The tournament, which attracts about 100 keen people each
year, runs from 5am Saturday until 5pm Sunday after which
prize giving will be held at the Hall.

Watch the LORRA noticeboard for more details

T T G M B e N H B B 2 B R B B4 g P g A R R R P B R E B g £ 8 S R R R R A

A nominal entry fee will be asked, with any profits going to the
preschool.

Details are posted on the Store Noticeboard,
and further info can be obtained from either:
Dave Scott (3628 053)

Alan Kilgour (3628 443).

e A R e T N e e o St o S M 13

TARAWERA ART GALLERY
& HANDCRAFT CENTRE

Hosts: Joan and Denis King

T A T S e T S o e T Y T S S o o S T Y Y N TR T

NG L L R A S R L A A S A L A A S A A L L

445 SPENCER ROAD, TARAWERA

Ph/Fax 362 8776
Don Gollan tells me that they are planning another o o
st ) i Original Oil Paintings of the district
barn dance for Saturday 1°" September. Nothing : Pottery, Embroidery, Woodturning,

has been finalised, but keep the date free anyway : Jewelry, Plus much more

OPEN 7 DAYS
Labour Weekend to Easter: 9.30 - 5.00 pm - 7 days
April to October: 10.00 - 4.30 pm - most days

If you are making a special trip, feel free to phone us first




AROUND THE VILLAGE

Local issues

RESULTS FROM THE SURVEY SO FAR

LORRA has had 56 responses so far from the 210 or so surveys sent out, with the
following results:

Y N | other

1. Happy with subdivision of Playne's farm? 6 49 1
2. Happy with subdivision on Crater Lake farm? 8 48

3. Happy with subdivision on Royal's farm? 19 36 1
4. Oppose changes to Lakes A Zone Variation? 43 10 3
5. Happy with alternative subdivision proposals? 25 27 3
6. Want Bush settlement areas in Variation? 11 45

7. Agree with reduced site coverage in settlement? 40 14 2
8. Agree with reduced site coverage in bush 36 14 6

settlements?
9. Remove derelict/unused jetties and boatsheds? 38 14 4
10. Should exotic tree plantations over 1 ha be 34 18 4
discretionary?
11. Ban use of jetskis on the lake? 42 13 1
12. Approve of changes for solar access? 16 26 14
13. Want a public meeting? 25 18 13
Notes:

1. Other means no response or a qualified response
2. Here are some typical comments attached to the above
(The number corresponds to the question number above)
. Yes but with sewerage and smaller scale
- So long as it meets the Variation requirements
. Strongly support this - better than gorse
. Yes and no
. Need to consider all options but none without a sewerage scheme.
. So long as they meet planning requirements
Happy to allow up to 25%
Difference of 0.5% is awfully picky
. Jetties are already monitored under the RDC licence system
10 Trees are better than stock and do not need topdressing
11. The Blue lake is close enough for these
12. Emphatically no! It prevents two storey building

W0 OB W

So come on folks, this is your chance to have your say in the future. At the end of the
day, if you don’t reply to the survey you can’t complain about what may happen.
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Taken from the internet last week. While it seems that the commercial operators on
the lakes are happy with this offer, Te Arawa have rejected this offering and are
negotiating the terms.

Fri, 1st June 2001
Lakes Treaty Settlement

The Government has offered a Treaty settlement to the Te Arawa tribe ina
bid to resolve a dispute over ownership of 14 lakes in the Rotorua region.

The offer would return title to the lakebeds to the tribe, which would also be given a role in jointly managing the
lakes with local and central gavernment authaorities, as well as the Eastern Fish and Game Council.

It also contains a yet-to-be-negotiated financial package compensating Te Arawa for historical claims relating to the
lakes and to buy out an dutdated $18,000 annuity payment.

The iwi began receiving the annuity when they lost ownership of the fakes in 1922 but the amount of the payment
has only been adjusted once since then.

Te Arawa will receive an apology from the Crown xand acknowledgment of the iwi's cultural, historic and traditional
associations with the Rotorua iakes.

Al existing public access rights to the lakes would remain unchanged.
If the Te Arawa Maori Trust Board decide to advance the agreement, the parties begin negotiating a Deed‘ of
Settlement, which wauld need to be ratified by iwi members before work began on the legisfation enshrining the

settlement.

(1/06/01)

| N
Are you stressed, tired, overworked and ungpprecigted?
tght shoulders, sore neck, aching muscles?

Break down the tension build-up with a
THERAPEUTIC HEALTH MASSAGE

Enjoy a massage session that suits you; in private
and peaceful surroundings at Lake Okareka for $20

NICKY MUNDAY ph 3628 700
massage and healing therapies




CONTROL OF LAKE LEVEL

Environment B.O.P. held a hearing on 7 May on its application for consent for the
pipeline structure that controls the level of the lake and the manner of its operation.
They have proposed that the existing structure and target control range be maintained.
L.O.R.R.A. was represented at the hearing in support of its earlier submission calling
for a larger pipeline to enable the lake level to be controlled more effectively, within
the present target range. This would avoid the various adverse effects of excessively
high levels, which seem to be occurring more frequently. Our presentation countered
those from the Department of Conservation and Tarawera interests calling for a higher
or more fluctuating level, or closure of the outlet which would result in serious
flooding of the settlement. The hearing was before an independent Commissioner,
whose decision is awaited.

DRAFT REGIONAL WATER AND LAND PLAN

In April your Committee made detailed comments to Environment B.O.P. on this Plan
which will significantly affect how land and water are managed in our area to protect
environmental values. We generally supported the proposed provisions but suggested
various amendments to improve their effectiveness. Significant provisions include
those designed to prevent stock access to lakes and achieve retirement of lake margins,
to protect water quality.

2

CHANGES TO ON-SITE EFFLUENT TREATMENT REGIONAL PLAN
Submissions were made to Environment B.O.P. in March on proposed changes to this
Plan, which establishes standards for septic tank systems and provides for regular
cleaning and inspection of tanks in this area. While generally in agreement with the
changes we sought more flexibility in the timing of inspections, inclusion of drain
fields in the inspections and consideration of a sewerage scheme instead of major
upgrading when many systems in one area are found to be not performing effectively.

Susanne Galler
3 tu 1 Concepts Facilitaton

Redbi Wasten

Give yourself back a choice to feel differently about things.

I’s not difficult, it’s not dangerous, it’s really interesting, and it’s your story.

Affordable rates.

Apartment 8. Kia Ora Apartments. 1221 Hinemaru St. Rotorua.
Phone. 07 3478745.
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LAKE WATER QUALITY

The Rotorua Lakes 2001 Symposium and the release of the Draft Regional Water and
Land Plan have highlighted concerns about the water quality in our lake and the need
for remedial action. Studies have shown that about three-quarters of the input of
nutrients to the lake is from farm runoff, and that most of this can be intercepted by a
riparian buffer fenced to exclude stock and suitably planted. We therefore believe such
riparian retirement is high priority where farmland adjoins Lake Okareka, and have
written to Environment B.0.P., who are primarily responsible for managing water
quality. Having explained our concerns we have asked that they take the initiative in
negotiating to achieve such retirement, as provided for in their Draft Water and Land
Plan.

ROAD STOPPING ETC. ON PLAYNES’ FARM

At arecent Environment Court hearing objections to the proposed stopping of an
unformed road were overruled, clearing the way for this road to be replaced by a
continuous esplanade reserve or strip between the farm and the lake, and this is now
being implemented. Associated with this is the formation of a walkway between
Acacia Road recreation reserve and the lake outlet and the retirement of a wetland area
at the head of the bay, and these are likely to proceed during the next year.

Cathy’s Corners LAKE OKAREKA =

 LAKE TARAWERA

For any real estate requirements
on properties at the Lakes,
contact resident specialist Cathy
Lines

Fax 07 348 2381

A/H 07 362 8112
Mob 025 274 0661
Office 07 348 5058

L J Hooker, Cnr Hinemoa & Amohia Streets, PO Box 77, Rotorua, DX JP
30040, New Zealand, rotorua@]jh.co.nz MREINZ
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A bluffer’s guide to the nutrient status of Lake Okareka

When you put something into a river it flows out the other end, but a lake is more like
a sink. What goes in can just sit on the bottom. So if you keep putting nutrients into a
lake they will raise the nutrient level of the lake. If you put in enough you start to get
bacterial and algal blooms, which can be poisonous and itch your skin or kill you in an
hour or a day, though we don’t know when they will produce poisons and a test costs
$700. This risk may make a lake unsafe to use, as has happened this last summer at
Okaro Bay on Lake Rotoiti. There local residents worry about the price of their
lakeside lawns.

Lakes can be pristine, in between, or trashed. As far as nutrient status is concerned we
call a pristine state oligotrophic, an in between one mesotrophic, and a trashed one
entrophic (where trophic is Greek for nourished, and oligo, meso and eu are Greek for
few, medium and well). Add the Greek limnos for lake, and ology for study, and you
can now start bluffing your way in limnological scientific Greek.

The Blue Lake, Tarawera and Rotoma are oligotrophic (pristine); Okareka and
Rerewhakaiitu are mesotrophic (in between); Rotoehu and Rotorua are eutrophic
(trashed). Okaro, in farmland near Rainbow Mountain, is supertrophic (pea soup).

The nutrient level of a lake can be measured by its trophic state. This is a combination
of the amount of Nitrogen and Phosphorous in the lake (both organic and inorganic),
the amount of ‘Chlorophyll A’ (produced by plants) and the water clarity as measured
by lowering a striped ‘Secchi’ disk into the water to see how far down you can see it.
These measurements produce a trophic index figure ranging from 0-7, where 2-3 is
oligotrophic, 3-4 mesotrophic and 4-5 eutrophic. A change in this figure can warn you
of a change in the trophic state.

Plants decompose and can form an anaerobic layer at the bottom. Once a lake is
eutrophic these plant nutrients can recycle as happens now in Lake Rotoehu. There run
off from the surrounding Maori owned farmland (some 3,000 ha) has raised the lake
nutrient level. The resulting bacterial and algal blooms are now in a sustained self

supporting cycle, though farmland near water courses is being retired. Farm runoff
threatens Lake Rerewhakaiitu.

A lake is a physical system which varies in temperature over the year. The water can
be churned up by winter storms or stratified into layers in summer. Lakes have
different depths and currents. As lake temperature rises stratification sets in for longer
and the anaerobic bottom layer develops and releases nutrients into the water. The
temperature of the Rotorua lakes has been rising by some 0.179C per year since 1995,
but prior to the 1990°s there has been a temperature high followed by a drop. A decade
is a short time to measure temperature trends. Factors may include geothermal
variation (eg magma coming up under the Makite dome) and global warming.
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Lake Okareka has ranged around a mesotophic level of 3.3 (+- 0.3) during the 1990’s.
It is currently at 3.7. Most lake nutrient systems are limited in their fertility by the
amount of Nitrogen, but Okareka is unusual in being Phosphorous (P) limited. Its soils
may be taking up P, but should their buffering capacity become exhausted then the P
would flow through and there could be a boom in algal growth. A rise in temperature
may also release P from sediments with a similar effect.

Research on the wetland beside and under the ‘tennis court’ in Calder Rd and on the
wetland buried under the corner of Acacia Rd by the toilets, has shown that these
wetlands can filter out all the nutrients from ground water runoff passing through the
wetland into the lake. At Waitahanui settlement on the road south of Taupo a piped
system diverts septic tank runoff to a treatment plant in a building disguised as another
house. This stops runoff from the settlement’s septic tanks reaching Lake Taupo.

Nutrient runoff into Lake Okareka may be 40% community in origin and 60% from
Playne’s Farm. It seems as if a piped system for runoff from septic tanks plus wetlands
planted along the edge of Playne’s Farm and some parts of the community may do the
trick for Okareka. We don’t know how long it might take to put these in or when
nature might call our bluff.

Mark Collet
15/6/01

From the AWARD WINNING Team at
THE PROFESSIONALS

When we list and sell your property we can offer you more! We

have a proven track record incorporating knowledge, expetience

and success. “Look what we can do for you”.

# We provide a Lakes Catalogue, a Monthly Property Guide and Daily Post
advertising free of charge.

# We are able to provide aerial photography of Lake edge and premium
properties at a minimum rate.

# We have a full time lakes specialist working solely at the Lakes.

“Call us for your next Real Estate Transaction”

Lakes Specialist: Betty Shepherd

After Hours: [07] 345 9162 or Mobile [025] 997 711
Million Dollar Club & Top 10% NZ Wide

1290 Eruera Street, PO Box 1134, Rotorua

Phone [07] 348 4159

Email betty.shepherd@mcdowell.co.nz
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OKAREKA WATER SUPPLY

This is an extract from the Rotorua District Council Reports and Correspondence for
consideration by Committees. It comes from Roger Dewhurst, 26 Kaska Rd,
Harurana, received on 13" April and makes interesting reading.

. When the Okareka water supply was being considered T promoted the idea of a groundwater
supply in contrast to the existing proposal (Mr Bootk}’s proposal) to use the Eastern Sub;lrbs
supply. Some Councillors, particularly Ross Aubemp,_ appear to have taken my suggei 1c1)<ns
seriously énough to ensure consideration of them. Initially I proposed a well betwee.n ake
Okareka and Lake Tarawera which would supply both Spencer Road and Okarek-fi vﬂlggg
This was not favoured and I was engaged to prepare drilling contracts @d supervise drilling
between Okareka and the Blue Lake after carrying out a seismic investigation.

The seismic investigation was not particularly encouraging but the Council iden_t'iﬁed a site on
the top of the hill between the two lakes where it wished to cons_trugt .the reservoir. It wanted
the well nearby. It was not a site that I would have chosen. The drilling was unsuccessful.
The Council chose a second site, Again the drilling proved unsuccessful. Ichose the thlI‘d‘
site on the basis of my geological observations. A very substantial water supp'ly was
developed at a shallow depth. Irecommended that the well be pumped for a significant
period to ensure that water quality would not diminish. It did not and the Okareka supply was
constructed. My input ceased on the completion of the well.

Later I heard that the Council had drilled a second well a few metres from the first. It did so
without seeking any opinion from me. Furthermore it put pumps in both wells and pumped
each week on and week off, or some similar schedule. In my opinion there was no need .
whatsoever to construct the second well. The water quality deteriorated. Unusual organisms
were found in the water. Okareka residents complained about the taste. Instead of asking me
about this the Council engaged all sorts of consultants who may have known lots about the
organisms but nothing at all about wells, those in particular.

When I heard about these activities I suggested that the Council should pump from one .well'
only and closé the other. In my view it was highly likely that the organisms were b.reedmg in
one well duringithe shut down period and then being pumped into the reservoir Whﬂ.e they
commenced to breed happily in the other well for the next week. Alternatively .contl.nual
aeration from the standby well may have encouraged the growth of Fhese organisms in the
water bearing gravel. Wherever the organisms were growing each time the pumps were
changed over the developing gravel pack around the pumped well would be.dlstl}rbed. That
pumping regime, in-my opinion, was about as inappropriate as could be dev1s§d in the
circumstances. The outcome is history. The wells were abandoned and Okareka was
connected to the Eastern Suburbs supply. This of course has further aggravated the Rotorua

water shortage. :
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SOME HISTORY - Taumaihi Pah

YOGA

Feeling tense - can’t touch your toes!
Come to Yoga at the Okareka hall on Thursday evenings, at 6:30.
For more information contact Donna on 345 7225

Bob King gave me some old articles he has written for newsletters in the past, so some
of you will have seen this before, but I haven’t and I found it very interesting.

A prominent feature in the Okareka landscape is the small hill at the end of the Acacia
road peninsular. This bush clad hill is a reserve protected by DoC and is of historic
interest; having been a Maori Pah named Taumaihi.

Though it is thought to have originally been terraced and fortified, it is not thought to
have been permanently occupied but rather to have been occupied seasonally during
the food gathering seasons for fish and for berries such as Tawa. Prior to the
Tawawera eruption the Okareka area was heavily forested and it is known that Tawa
trees were prolific in places — a tawa berry camp is identified as having been on the
present Crater lakes property at the end of Millar road. The occupants of Taumaihi
would also have had gardens nearby on the fertile flat land.

One of the earliest European visitors to Taumaihi was Lieutenant T. M. Jones of the
Royal Navy who, accompanied by his assistants and guides, travelled overland from
the Anglican Mission Station at Te Ngae to visit the Reverend Spencer at Kariri Point,
Taraweara in 1852. He wrote in his journal how he found “this small but exceedingly
pretty lake, surrounded by high and for the most part heavily wooded hills with the
small Pah of Taumaihi picturesquely perched on the extreme of a narrow peninsular
which juts out into the lake”. No doubt having walked over the low hills from Te
Ngae, they arrived at the lake edge in proximity to Boyes Beach.

The journal continues — “Here we kindled a fire as a signal for a canoe; two speedily
arrived in which we embarked and were presently engaged in a spirited race as to
which should reach our destination first. Sails were speedily set, the natives standing
with a foot in each gunwale and spreading out their blankets to full stretch. The effect
was exceedingly pretty, some of the blankets red, the others white and all filled with
the favouring breeze which quickly wafted us over the rippling surface of the lake”.
(Perhaps our local yachties or the canoe or waka clubs using the lake could organise
a re-enactment for our mutual enjoyment! ).

Today access to Taumaihi Pah is restricted through private land.

In close proximity to Taumaihi is what is thought to be Okareka’s oldest residence,
having been built in the early 1900’s by one Herbert Robert Benn. With extensive
additions to the original, this house is today occupied by its owners, Pat and Pat
Blundell who in 1972 purchased it from Ba and the late Ron Bourne from whose
research I glean these articles for the Newsletter.

Contributed by Bob King
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 SOMETHING FROM THE KIDS

Submitted by Mike Seekup
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THOMPSON MARINE

A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1886) Ltd
Sales and Service of: Mercury Outboards, Mercruiser Stern Drives, Force Qutboards
Marine Accessories, Water Ski”s, Ski Biscuits and Accessories, Life Jackets and

>

#ERGUHY gsncuny

MerCruiser The Walsr Calls

~ CNR OLD TAUPO & SUNSET ROADS. P O BOX 1337, ROTORUA ¥
PHONE 07 348 4997 FAX 07 349 2944 ;

" THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY

AUTO, MARINE AND FURNITURE UPHOLSTERY
Corner Sunset & Old Taupo Roads, Rotorua

CARPETS

* FULL CAR TRIMS ® REPAIRS

® BOAT CANOPIES ® RECOVERING
° SQUABS OF ALL

° HULL LININGS FURNITURE

®

For pick up and delivei'y with immediate service. Call MARK

Phone: (07) 348 4441

® ALSO FORESTRY CLOTHING,
CHAPS, POUCHES ETC

EHusquarma

THOMPSON I.AWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS (1966) LTD

SALES AND SERVICE OF HUSQVARNA CHAINSAWS, SCRUB CUTTERS, TRIMMERS,
LAWNMOWERS & RIDE-ON MOWERS, HONDA, FLYMO & LAWNMASTER MOWERS,
BRIGGS & STRATTON, HONDA & ROBIN ENGINES

Corner Sunset & Old Taupo Roads, P.O. Box 1337, Rotorua

s CHAINSAWS ® ROTARY HOES

* LAWNMOWERS ¢ GENERATORS

® REEL MOWERS ® BLOWER/VACS

® RIDE-ON MOWERS - ® WATER BLASTERS & PUMPS

® LINE TRIMMERS ® SPLITTERS

® SCRUB CUTTERS ® FORESTRY PRUNING
EQUIPMENT

WE SERVICE, SHARPEN AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Phone (07) 348-4441 Fax (07) 349-2944
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OKAREKA FIRE FORCE

G'day All,
First things first, I want to clear the air a bit.
Recently a member of the community had the
unfortunate luck to require our services. In the
event, he felt it appropriate to write a letter to the
editor of the LORRA newsletter in which he ,
stated "it took the fire brigade 15 minutes to i} -
arrive  in  which time his neighbours had
extinguished the fire with a garden hose.” I want
to reassure the community that our response and actions were totally misrepresented
by those remarks. When we are called out every action and the time is recorded by the
communications center in Auckland. Their log records the following:

% Lake 651 (our Ford fire truck) alerted at 16.04
Lake 651 proceeding to incident at 16.10
Lake 651 first appliance in attendance at 16.12
Lake 651 stop message fire out-mopping up at 16.25
Lake 651 back on station at 16.56
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The 111 call center had 4 phone calls regarding this fire-none from the property
owner-and basically 5 people spent an hour of their time on a Sunday afternoon
sorting out this person's self created problem. Now I want to assure you all that the
fire brigade will turn out to any incident that we are called to attend. We hold no
grudges, we are volunteers and proud of our record and abilities. We cannot
understand the reasons for the derogatory remarks in the previous article, but I trust
that the community will not lose confidence in our ability to react and respond
appropriately from what was written. And that's enough on that subject, I think.

You may not be aware that Okareka fire is also a co-responder for St. John ambulance.
We have oxygen, a heart defibrillator (heart attack crash machine) and first aid
training. If you have medical skills or you would like to assist us in this area, please
contact us and we would be delighted to have you 'on board'. One last thing, if you
have converted your heating to gas with those large outside gas cylinders, could you
let us know please. In the event of a fire it helps us to know what hazards are on site
so that we can keep everybody safe.

Take care out there,

Dave Field,
Chief fire Officer, Okareka Volunteer Rural Fire Brigade.

LAKE OKAREKA PRE-SCHOOL

Community Hall
9am - 12 noon Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
@362 8606 or Jenny Tapsell 345 6824

The children have been enjoying the wild things theame this term
and doing all types of wild things

We also had a visit from the travelling tuataras group, and a bush
walk looking for signs of animals, including pooh identification (not
the cuddly bear).

Things are going well at the kindergarten. So well in fact that we
have a waiting list! The teachers have been endlessly creative
dedicated and their skills are the main reason for the kindy being so popular. Word
must be out that we are the best in town.

Mobile Library Service

The Rotorua Public Library Mobile Enhance your
Van visits the Lake Okareka Store we“-bemg with

every Monday 3.00pm — 3.30pm Ther'apeuﬂc Massage

Connie May Thorne
Massage Therapist
362 8759

The Mobile Library carries a good
selection of fiction and non-fiction
books for all ages, including large
print, magazines and children’s
jigsaws. Special requests can be
made for talking books, music CDs
and cassettes, videos and specific
subjects. The Mobile Librarian is « Sports Massage
happy to discuss ways in which to

improve their service. * Acupressure

¢ Postural Alignment
& 348 4177 with any ideas ¢ Huna

Member of the Massage Institute of
NZ
Locally situated in Okareka
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This submission from George Anaru missed the printers but made
the mailing.

BLUEPRINT

Crime in your area hasn’t caused us any major concerns although
there has been the odd niggly incident or two that we have had to
contend with. The Rotorua Police are making a concerted effort to
combat burglaries and thefts from cars by concentrating on areas
affected and targeting known offenders. From a prevention point
of view we need your help by becoming more security conscious
and phoning the Police when you see anything unusual.

Something, which did bother me recently, was an incident involving
the destruction of several letterboxes, road signs and other
property late one night. Nothing unusual perhaps, but | did hear of
one resident who heard the commotion. Not only didn’t he get up
to see what was happening but he didn’t even bother to call the
Police. By doing this we might have caught the offenders and his
fence might still be standing.

We could do with more Neighbourhood Support Groups in your
community. I'm sure that members of these groups feel more
confident when reporting criminal activity and suspicious
behaviour. | think they also have this feeling of security by
knowing that they have the support of the Police. Every now and
then we will acknowledge members-in our own little way for doing
something special.

Here are a few classic reasons why people don't call the Police
straight away ...."I thought the Police were asleep. | didn’t want to
wake them up ..... *l wasn’t sure if it was breaking glass I heard or
if it was in my dreams”.....”I wanted to wait until your office opened
up again on Monday” and ‘I didn’t know what the phone number
was”,

At least some of us have got a life. The Police look forward to
hearing from you all when you see or hear something suspicious,
not when the crime has happened and it’s too late.

Phone the Te Ngae CPC on 3453453 or 111 in an emergency.

Senior Community Constable George ANARU
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