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The Newsletter

Dear Okareka Residents and Ratepayers,

The LORRA Conimittee nembers continued to
be active on behaif of tlie Okareka community
over the wintel months with a number of tasks
underlaken and meetilgs attended. The commit-
tee to a significant extent been in a monitoring
mode in recent nonths in regald to the maior is-
sue of v,'ater quality. As a iobby group we con-
tinue to liaise with the iocal and national au-

thorities in making the voice of the community heard. Discussions and meeting
have been held with Environment Bay of Plenty representatives, Rotorua Dis-
trict Council executive mernbers and Councilors and replesentatives of a range
of organisations. Separate reporls on valious topics zue contained in the News-
letter and the comments below reiterate the imporlance of current issues.

Some of the matters the LORRA Committee have been involved with recently
include;

a.. Liaising with Rotorua Cornbined Lakes ratepayers Association in regard to
comnron issues and in particular the establishrnent of a Community Board;

b.. Regular liaison with the Utilities Manager at the Council in regard to the
sewage scheme;

c.. Ongoing hunt for'funding for a web site f,or the community;

d.. Faciiitating a "welcome pack"" for new members of the community;

e.. Meeting with Department of Conservation representatives.

One notable development in recent weeks has been the recent application of
phoslock to the lake. Ar anonymous, inaccurate and ill informed note was dis-
tlibuted to some households in tire community. Early indications are tirat the
application of sonre 20 tonnes has been successfui in reducing the amount of
pliosphorous in tire lake. Furtirer testing is curlentiy undeway.

An on-gouig sear-ch for funding fol the Lake Okareka web site is being under-
taken and any financial or tecinical assistance in this regard would be rnost
welcome. Please contact the Secletaly if you can irelp. An issue, wllch has be-
conre clear u,ith our dealings u'ith Council on issues such as rates and the seu-
age scheme is tlie irnportance of the ability of Council to comrnunicate rvitli the
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Contact Details

Chairman
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Committee Jane Oppatt 3628 424

James Blakeley* 3628 480

Don Gollan* 3628 617

Nicky Kiernander 3628 950

Ron Kiernander 3628 388

John Roper* 3628 4t0

Malcel van Leeuwen* 3628 468

Lyall Beuth 3628 459

GeoffPalmer 362 8379

John Battersby 362 8282

Secretory's Repor"t

7/ 7/

Gordon Woods of Thompson Marine is offering a prize of one ski lesson

to the first child under 12 vears of age who provides the meaning of the
word 'horripilation'as seen in fhe Mid Winter Swim Report on page 5.

Send your answers try email to the Editor at woodski@paradise.nef.nz
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numerous lobby groups and organisations which represent ratepayers. By the
same token, it is essential that we have effrcient and convenient communication
with members of our community to enable the flow of information to house-
holds on a range of issues, the most important one in coming months being the
sewer pipeline. A web site would assist this gleatly. There will be issues requir-
ing consents from ratepayers whictq if withheld, could cause undue and consid-
erable delay to the implementation of the sewer scheme. Apart from allaying
any fears, the website would contain information about other current issues
such as lake activities, water quality research, fishing report, accommodation,
LORRAminutes, social and community events, etc.

Thank you to those on the electoral roll who signed the petition for a Lake
Community Board. There has been an excellent response from all four lake
ratepayers associations and the petition will now go to Council for its consid-
eration.

The Council is now seeking submissions on the draft Lakes Strategy which, of
course, includes Okareka. A copy of the strategy is available from the RDC or
can be down loaded from their website. Submissions close on 3 October.
LORRAwill be making a submission (as will the other lakes ratepayer associa-
tions) and residents are encouraged to have their say. The Rotorua Lakes pro-
vide opportunities for a wide range of recreational activities including boating,
fishing, angling, kayaking and more active sports such as water skiing, jet ski-
ing and power boating. These activities are rmdertaken in a variety of areas.
Management of these geographical areas and the use of those areas by cofilmer-
cial operators will be aligned to the uses and such other features such as road
access, public facilities and signage.

Recently, many of the old wooden power poles and power lines have been re-
placed with concrete ones which have a life expectancy of 60 years. Given the
beauty ofthe area it would have been expected to underground these lines.
However, given the cost of under-grounding is $500 per metre, Unison which is
the monopoly lines company, has no budget for such an expensive process.
Ironically this company, from Hawkes Bay has a policy of under-grounding in
that province. LORRAhas sought funding from The Rotorua Energy Charitable
Trust for a sample area to be under-grounded. The application was turned
down.

Committee members attended a RDC Works Committee meeting in August in
support of piping the sewage back to the Rotorua processing cenhe. This deci-
sion was made and is reported on elsewhere in this newsletter.

There has been some interesting discussion on completion of a walking track
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around Okareka and a meeting was held with the DOC representatives about
linking the existing tracks to create a series of connecting tracks around the
Blue & Green Lakes, Okareka Okataina and Tarawera.

Our principal areas of work remain the water quality, sewer scheme, rates and

LOCMAP progress. Pending meetings scheduled for LORRA include the RDC
East Ward councilors and the CEO of Environment Bay of Plenty. The major
issues continue to be water quality and rates, with the later topic looming large

with the pending issue of new rating valuations, which could result in increases

ofup to 70% ofcurrent values.

Please feel free to contact any of the LORRA Committee listed inside the front
cover of this magazine on any issue you would like to discuss. We welcome
any input you might like to make.

LORRA Secretary

A group of hardy individuals met on Sun-
day 26 June at Boyes Beach to plove
their bravery in breaching the icy waters
of the lake at the winter solstice.

About twenty brave souls lingered in the
water briefly with about thirly supporters
who more cleverly watched from beside
the raging fire. A bar b que of sausages, onions and bread followed with mulled
wine restorilg the inner strength. A very pleasant occasion invigorating body
and soul - the freezing water for those who par took in the swim and mulled
wine for those who supported I

Although there are one or two residents who swim every week throughout the
year; this annual event is highly recommended as a social way of experiencing
honipilation -

mark your diaries for 25 June next year !!
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Tennis Club Openins
on Sundav 2nd October

The opening day for the Okareka Tennis Club witl be
held on Sunday 2"d October at the courts.

For nrosnective new members, the entrance to the
courts is along a driveway off Steep St, adjacent to the
one-lane bridge, heading away fiom the lake. The club has 2 courts, and family
membership comes at a very modest price. Do come along and join up! A
friendly and only modestly competitive club atmosphere prevails - you don't
have to be highly competitive!

Sunday 2nd October
Times: 10.00-11.00 am Juniors

11.00 am onwards AGM, Seniors,
BBQ lunch

Aqenda for the AGM
Apologies
Election of Officers
Subs for the year to be set
Update on court surface
New Lease from Council
General Business
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LAKE OKAREKA
TENNIS CLUB
'',4 g6ffY €*-

#
2OO5 OPENING DAY

SUNDAY OCTOBER 2nd

10.00 am - JUNIORS

11.00 am - AGM

'12.00 Noon - SENIORS

BBQ AND DRINKS SUPPLIED

COME ALONG AND SUPPORT THE CLUB, ENJOY THIS GREAT
COMMUNITY FACILITYAND MEET SOME NEW PEOPLE

For further information contact:

Stephen Lotzman
John Battersby

362 8106
3628282

fgst s reminder qbout Chrirtmtr trr the
next Netmletter will not beogt until

nfter the Corol finging Evening
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G'eetings all, my name is Brent Crowe. I am a Semor

Sergeant with the Rotorua Police and Officer in charge

of the Community Policing Section.

Constable Matk Wirihana is in Christchwch on a three week
course so I thought I would grab this opportunity to introduce my-
self and keep the crime and crash prevention message uppel most
in every ones thoughts.

There have been very few offences reported to Police in the Lake
Okareka area since Marks last repofi, which is pleasing.

However the summer months are looming with a corresponding increase rn ac-

tivity so the challenge for us all is to keep this trend in place. Along with this a

buoyant real estate market may well mean an increase in new residents to the

area so I feel it timely to mention the Rotorua Neighbourhood Support Group.

Now is a greattime to re energise any current groups, to fotm new gtoups or
formalise causal arrangements aheady in place.

Rotorua neighbour hood support groups are on the increase and have had some

great success in assisting Police to reduce criminal offending.

I am sure that the benefits of such groups in the Lake Okareka area would be

well worth the effort.

I would encoumge you to contact Barrie Fenton, Neighboulhood Supporl
Group co coordinator, on 349 9470 who can assist you with ways to keep your
community safe.

Finally a reminder that if you see anything suspicious ot' something that is out
of the ordinary, trust your judgement, ring Police on 111.

Police would much rather investigate an incident and find that everything is in
order than miss the opportunity to apprehend an offender.

Regards
Brent CROWE
Senior Sergeant
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SECURXTY SERVICES

WATCHDOG Security would like to notify all resident of the
current increase in burglary's in the lakes district.

Did you know that
85% of home burglaries occur during the day

Watchdog are urging all residents to have their alarms monitored

Or

To look at installing an alarm system

Having a monitored alarm can

. Decrease your insurance premiums

. lncrease the security of your property

Watchdog Guarantees to offer the best rates and will not be beaten
on servrce.

Watchdog is the only local monitoring security company and all of
our staff have intimate local knowledge of the area.

All enquires, please contact

WATCHDOG SECURITY
Ph= 3492111

or
Email : security@watchdog.co.nz
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Pamper Tour Guests with
Fine Cuisine €l Ercellent Service

Arawa Park Function Centre Fenton Street Rotorua
Phone: 07 348 3885 Email: rotorua@thecateringco.co.ru

Cathy's Corners

For any real estate requirements on
propedies at the Lakes, contact
resident specialist Cathy Lines

Fax
NH
Mob
Office

07 3482381
07 3628tt2
027 274066t
07 348 50s8

L J Hooker, Cnr Hinemoa & Amohia Streets, PO Box 77, Rotorua,
DX JP 30040, New Zealand, rotorua@-lih.co.nz MREINZ

LAKE O

uuons on Lake Okares
Some comment has been made to LORRA about

the apparent increased numbers of black swan
and Canadian geese. LORRAhas obtained some
comments from Eastem Region Fish & Game on
the swan and the issue of culling.

Fish & Game advise that Black swan are a na-
tive species which occurred in New Zealand prior
to the pakeha and have also likely been self intro-
duced post pakeha arrival. Acclimatisation Socie-
ties also introduced them in 1864.

Fish & Game ("F & G") monitor swan numbers tbrough an annual aerial
count. Counts over the past ten years indicate the population remained rcla-
tively stable or may have declined slightly. However', the birds at Okaleka are
part of a greater population encompassing the Rotorua lakes, Tauranga harbour
and Taupo. There are temporal fluctuations depending on such factors as wind
sfrength and direction, lake weed availability and lastly disturbance. It may be
that the population at Okareka has increased in recent months because of activ-
ity discouraging them on other nearby lakes.

The impact on freshwater eutrophication was examined
by NIWA in 1995. They specifically looked at Lake
Taupo and concluded that faetal nutrient loading by
swan was not significant relative to other nutrient inputs.
F & G and EPOB have also looked at this issue and con-
clude the pollution by swan is insignificant. Removing
the birds has little effect as other local birds move in and
take their place.

To effect a reduction of numbers the entile population on the Lake and sur-
rounding district would need to be culled and F & G, from past experience,
have advised this is not publically acceptable. Some control on the population
has been effective by imposing liberal hunting conditions in the shooting sea-
son. F & G will not tolerate antagonising the bilds by the public and if they re-
ceive complaints they shall take action against the birds.

If this is an issue for you we suggest you direct your comments to the
LORRAcommiftee.
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The past few months have been busy
for those involved in the Tikitapu project.
Ditrac, (rat bait) was put out in the bait
stations at the beginning of July and that
was followed a few weeks later with the
possum pre-feed and after a further week
the Feratox (cyanide possum bait).

DoC have repeated the rat tracking
down the Blue Lake end of the reserve to

' ensure that the rat numbers are down.
' More Ditrac is about to put in the empty

stations and ifthe possum conffol trap-
ping shows many possums left, further

Feratox will go out early in October.

There continue to be comments about the increased bird song, the health
of the mistletoe and improvement in the bush regrowth. I hope Okaleka resi
dents are enjoying the birds visiting our galdens, and that those whose homes
border on the bush, are finding a reduction in the rats numbers.

EnvBoP have supplied us with several BBQ's which have been apprecr-
ated after a morning scrambling up in the reserve and provided a pleasant get
together for the volunteers.

The remaining workins bees for 2005 are to be:-

Sat Oct 29th and Sun Oct 30th
Removing all toxin from ttre bait stations.

It would be great to have some more local help with this project, so if you
think you might join us and would like more details please contact:-

Janes and Frances Blakely ph 362 8480
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t"o I airshots

Aerial photography
Watertront and residential homes

- Iifestyle bloeks - scenic photography

Photos of Okareka homes are now on file, Gall to inspeet
your area, The photo quality is guaranteed and prints are

at very reasonahle rates, Ideal gift with a difference.

Phone Betty: 3459162 or 025 997711

Email : airshots@actrix.co.nz

or e-mail blakelys@paradise.net.nz
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The community preschool employs two teachers who have gained their Dt-
ploma in Early Childhood Education, a Ministry of Education requirement for
all centres such as ours. Mrs Leslie Goddard has been with us for a number of
years, traveling daily from Pukehangi, and Mrs Debbie Hayward who started

this year', havels from Llnmore. As Co-Head Teachers, they both are now
working towards their fuIl teacher registration.

Child numbers at the preschool are a boom
or bust cycle. . . either in boy/girl ratios (at
present tie girls are in higher'numbers.1, 

t

Okarekallynmore/Tarawera ratios, or enrol-
ment numbers. At present we are heading into a "bust" enrolment cycle with
onr numbers plojected to drop before a "boom" again at the end of 2006107.
Therefore if you know of either friends or relatives who would like to consider
the Lake Okareka Preschool, we would value youl recommendation. The pre-

school aims to keep low teacher/child ratios with usually 20 children per ses-

sion, 2 teachers and a parent helper. Sessions run daily from 9-12noon with an

extended session for  -yearolds as a preparation for school on Thursdays.

The Ball was a great success again this year; however it is anticipated it will
now become a biennial event. We are grateful for the fundraising effort of the

Ball committee which this yeal has gone towards teachers' office resources.

The Southern Trust Foundation this year donated funds towards a computer,
digital camera and printer. Information communication technology is the next
buzz and we are exploring ways to extend a phoneJine into the ofiice for inter
net and e-mail access. Telecom runs a School Connections programme where a

proportion of your monthly toll account can be awarded as points and funds to
a nominated school. Ifyou have not nominated a school and you are a Telecom
customer, we would be grateful for your support by either calling Telecom 123,
or their website with your account number.

Recently hall hireage to large parties and functions has been a conceur to the
preschool and nearby residents, particularly when the hall and playground is
not cleaned satisfactorily prior to the preschool children arriving on a Monday
morning. Tom Baker from the RDC is presently reviewing and rewriting the
Contract of Hire with representation from the LOPSEG committee and
LORRA. Any further community input would be greatly appreciated.

Roz Wilson,
Chairperson and Licensee LOPSEG
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Pre-Schoof Educst Group,:lo-n THOMPSON MARINE
A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1996) Ltd

CnrOldTaupo & Sunset Roads, PO Box 1337, Rotorua
Phone (07) 3484997 Fax (0713492944

Sales & Service of Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser Stern Drives,

Marine Accessories, Water Skis, Life Jackets & Ski Vests, Electronics

Outboards
2 Stroke
4 Stroke
Optimax
Supercharged

Sterndrives
Petrol & Diesel

also incorporating
THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY

Repairs . Furniture Recovering . Boat Canopies . Squabs
. Hull Linings . Forestry Clothing, Chaps, Pouches etc.

PhoneJason on3484441

THOMPSON LAWNI$OWERS & CHAINSAWS (1996) LTD
Phone (07)3484441 Fax (07) 3492944

Sales & Service of all brands of Forest & Garden Equipment.

Rotorua Agents for Husqvarna Chainsaws, Tnmmers, Ride-On Mowers. Walker
Ride-On Mowers. Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda Mowers. Oleomac chainsaws

and small engine products. Briggs & Stratton, Honda & Robin Engines.

We SeRvrce. SueRperu lruo ReparR au- uexes eruo nlooes
. Chainsaws
. Lawnpmowers
. Reel Mowers
. Ride-On Mowers
. Line Trimmers
. Scrub Cutters

. Rotary Hoes

. Generators

. Blower/Vacs

. Water Blasters &
Pumps

. Splifters
. Forestry Pruning Equipment

GlHusqvarna

gt.r?,,yny
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