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Chairman’s Report - June 08

At long last government funding for the Lake
Okareka reticulated sewerage scheme has
been approved and as you will see from the
Council report, planning is progressing with
installation scheduled for completion in late
2010. Council staff will be inspecting every
property in the next 3 months to finalise the
grinder pump location and answer queries.
The actual cost to property owners will not be
known for some time, however LORRA is
working closely with Council to minimise
costs as they are likely to be in excess of
$15000 for each property. We are also endeavouring to have power & phone
cables undergrounded at the same time as the trenching work is undertaken on
the roads, but there has been no commitment at this stage.

I apologise for some of the information in this newsletter that you may already
be familiar with but please remember roughly half the properties at Okareka are
holiday homes and many of the owners do not read the local papers.

There are also some contentious land use issues currently receiving publicity
(Crater Lake Park development, tree felling at the Blue Lake and the proposed
Tarawera walkway) and as you will see we have endeavoured to keep residents
aware of some of these issues and in the case of Crater Lake Park in order to
give some balance to the different views we have included submissions from
EBOP, LORRA and Robin Trewin. Unfortunately resource -consent hearings
tend to be adversarial court proceedings with the major players employing ex-
pensive “experts” and legal council however that is the system at the present
time to facilitate land use change.

You will note we have included a submission to RDC from the Lakes Commu-
nity Board on this years proposed rates (and expenditure) and also a submission
from the Combined Lakes Ratepayers Assn to RDC on the proposed new rating
structure that will take affect in 2009/10. LORRA has representatives on both
these organisations and also on Landcare Okareka and the Lakes Water Quality
Society and all work closely with the District and Regional Councils. It is also
pleasing to note that a number of our residents take the time and trouble to
make individual submissions to the Councils and this gives further weight to
our efforts in many areas to protect and enhance the lifestyle we enjoy at
Okareka.

Geoff Palmer
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| Over the past few years, our Newsletter covers have featured
'mainly scenic views, printed mainly without colour.

I

|'You may have noticed we have been using colour on the front
and back pages for the last 3 issues.

The theme this month is obviously different, but as there are
some articles in this issue about our interaction with the natural
| world we live with at Okareka, the format seemed appropriate. |
) The cover photo is our infamous Hughy and one of her current i
’ {companions is on the back. The others are also familiar ( and

look well fed too).

| We welcome feedback. 1've tried to get a regular children’s
Section. We have had some excellent contributions, which do
break up some of the perhaps tedious information sharing of
potential changes to our life and surroundings. and more would

be appreciated.

h Or anything else.
Mike Bannister
Editor

| Ph 3628 043 or email

' mike@hvdestor.co.nz

Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner

C A P E R S ww:vl.‘c:ifegss.li.nz

*

I g g BB
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This item has been provided by RDC’s Engineering department.

Estimated scheme cost (Okareka only) $9.7 million
MIfE Subsidy $4.85 million
RDC subsidy $1,500 per property

All prices are GST exclusive

The costs presented above are still based on the preliminary design that incor-
porated the use of gravity and low pressure grinder pump systems. Subsequent
to the preliminary design, the District Council went to the Okareka community
and gauged your opinion on the possibility of a complete low pressure grinder
pump (LPGP) design. Based on the feedback from the November 2006 meet-
ing, the majority of residents supported the concept of a full LPGP sewerage
system.

The District Council is currently finalising the LPGP concept design to assess
the most efficient and cost effective solution for Okareka, taking into account
the lessons learned at Hinemoa Point. The initial cost estimate done based on a
complete LPGP design shows a saving of up to 10%, bearing in mind the cost
of materials, petrol and construction have increased significantly since the first
estimate was calculated back in 2006,

Programme of works:

Concept Design Completed 2006
Concept Review and Options Report May 2008
Letters regarding On-site Audit May 2008

Detailed Design

Onsite design June to August 2008
(location of individual LPGP systems on properties)

Street main design August-December 2008
Detailed Engineering Design November to April 2009
LGA consent September 2008
Resource consent October 2008

Funding Policy May 2009

Construction start August 2009
Construction finished August 2010
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Sewerage Scheme continues ...
Local Government Act (2002) consents process.

A letter will be sent to all residents within the sewerage scheme area as part of
the LGA consents process. The letter will explain the on-site design process
and audit. A Council Engineer will visit every house at Okareka, locating the
existing septic tank and disposal field, checking the stormwater system to
ensure there is no cross connection into the gully trap and wastewater line.
Two pegs will be placed in the best possible location near the existing septic
tank and closest roadside boundary, showing the possible locations for the
grinder pump unit and boundary kit from an engineering perspective.

In addition to the plumbing audit mentioned above, an electrician will visit
each house and assess the integrity of the electrical connection into the meter
box and the earth. Where there are problems with the existing electrical con-
nection, the property owner will be notified to rectify them prior to the installa-
tion of the LPGP units. Once this has been completed you will need to notify
the District Council so that a follow up audit can be undertaken.

A plan showing the approximate location will be sent to each property owner
for their comments, alternative suggestion or signature if the property owner is
satisfied with the proposed location. The grinder pump units can be located
anywhere within reason, but please bear in mind the need for council to access
the unit should something go wrong. Should the proposed location of the pump
unit, boundary kit or alarm panel need to be moved, a Council Engineer meet
with the owner out on site and discuss possible alternative locations. Once
agreed upon,another plan will be sent out for the property owner’s signature in
accordance with section 181 of the Local Government Act (2002).

Section 181 of the Local Government Act (2002) allows the District Council
to undertake works on your land for the purpose of the installation of the
sewerage scheme.

“SUPER BEACH BREAKS”

See — www.ohopebeach.com
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Dear fellow residents

We are all very fortunate to live in this lovely peaceful area of lakes.
trees, birdsong and security.

Sadly, consequences of mixing human life with nature sometimes results
in unfortunate encounters when we interact with the world around us.

Please remember to look out for the ducks on the side of Acacia Road
when driving from the Launching ramp to the walkway.

Jet skis deliberately harassing wildlife, and dogs attacking birds near the
walkway are activities that should not happen at Okareka.

Please accept the NO DOGS and NO BIKES signs on our walkway. And
encourage your friends and visitors to follow the rules too.

Thankyou
Carol Christian-Price

Okareka T-Shirts

4 colours available
All sizes - children and adults

$20 children
$25 adults

Phone Carol 3628 702
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| BAYLEYS 1

Don't undersell your most valuable asset. If you are thinking of
selling ring Lorraine to find out how Bayleys does it better.

For a Result
One Agent - One Call
Contact Bayleys Local Lake Specialist
Lorraine Chapman 027 271 9141

LORRAINE CHAPMAN SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED MREINZ

B OT 349 5356 1092 Fenton Street
M 027 271 9141 PO Box 2248, Rotorua 3040
F OT 348 6252 wwww.bayleys.co.nz

lorraine.chapman@bayleys.co.nz
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LAKE OKAREKA
FISHING CLUB 2006

THE LAKE OKAREKA 2008 WINTER
TROUT FISHING TOURNAMENT
To be held on Lake Okareka from 5:00am 2nd August
to 11:00am 3rd August 2008.

Trophy Categories: Biggest Bag IndividualBiggest Bag Team
Biggest Bag Family
Heaviest Trout — Adult Male
Heaviest Trout — Adult Female
Heaviest Trout — Junior
Heaviest Trout — Fly Fishing
Best Condition Factor
All prizes will be by donation only
Registration: Lake Okareka Hall Friday 1st 5-7 pm
Fishing licences available at registration
All anglers must hold current licence,
these will be recorded at registration.

Adult $10.00
Junior $5.00.

Entry Fee:

Weigh In Times: Saturday at Hall 11:00 am.

[Lake Okareka Pre-School will be catering with food
available from 10:30 am]

Sunday at Hall 11 am.

Prize giving, Sunday from 12:30 at the Hall.

Lake Okareka Pre-School will be catering with food
available from 10:30 am.

Any prize donations gratefully accepted, contact Mike at O"Keefe’s Fishing
Specialists anytime for more information.

Proceeds from this competition will be put towards raising the profile of the
summer fundraising and fishing competition.

a—ar=
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CLEGHORN GILLESPIE JENSEN LTD

Registered Valuers & Property Consultants

A el sl R e o= )

Need Prooernyv Agvice?

NGSW T UM LY MIVILS ¢
S ] i,

Phone 347 6001 - Fax 347 1796

Quadrant House
PO Box 2081, Rotorua

ADVERTISING

Have you noticed we now have a Community Notice Board
down by the launching ramp?

If you would like to advertise anything at all —
House, Car, Boat, Wheelbarrow, etc. for sale — House
for rent — Jobs Wanted — Jobs wanted to be done etc.

Trades People — would you like to put your Business
Card on the Board?

Contact Lyall Beuth 362 8459
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YOU WOULD EXPECT TO FIND A PARADISE DUCK
| IN PARADISE

..THIS IS HER STORY

She was found running along the road away from the Blue Lake towards
town. A thorough search failed to find any trace of her family. Only a
few days old she arrived into my care on Monday 02 October 2006.

Fortunately I already had in my care a mallard duckling (Alfy) who was
about the same age. Also Alvina a large white Muscovy duck who took
them both under her maternal wing.

They made good company for survival. Hughy was hard to get started on
food. She could not understand how the other two ducks made food dis-
appear. At night the two ducklings would be placed in a special incubat-
ing container with a wrapped hot water bottle. For several weeks I would
get up at 4am to tend to them. During the day they would swim in a tub
and play in our back vard.

As Alfy and Hughy were growing their colours changed dramatically. To
my surprise Hughy turned from white with a black cross to a speckled
black colour. | was sure Hughy was the right name for what we thought
at the time was a male duck.

Every day they would run after me as I ran on my neighbour’s lawn in an
effort to teach them basic flying skills. Eventually they would fly on
ahead of me. There was a rapid change in their development. Three
months later, on a warm December evening. Alfy took off and flew away
to join other mallards calling from the lake. Hughy was distressed and
heart broken for many days.

It took another three weeks for Hughy's wings to fully develop and yet
another colour change with a white head appearing. In early January it
was her turn to fly away. After three days I decided to put away all their
“toys”, tidy up and cut the grass. When [ finished I turned off the mower,
looked around and lo’ and behold there was Hughy back on the top lawn.

A few days later she was off once more to the lakefront. Here she was
kept fully occupied with the high season activity. We would receive
many phone calls as she faced the hazards of life — cars, dogs, people and
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boats. I would walk her home but she would depart again at the earliest op-
portunity. [ gave up when her stay was down to 20 minutes!

Hughy later discovered the beach at Steep Street and settled throughout the
winter with Alvina — her foster mother, Come Spring she was off again and
this time the peninsula properties became her home and territory which she
defended day and night. This was much to the

surprise of the residents.

Finally her antics and daring challenges caught up with her. She had an ac-
cident and damaged her right wing. For her survival the infected, damaged
end of the wing was surgically removed. After returning from the vet I left
her on the door step for a moment to recover. Within minutes she was back
on the boat ramp taking a bath in the lake. As witnessed by bemused lake-

front residents, she posed a challenge to retrieve.

Hughy has now recovered and for the moment lives at home but is

always looking forward to any opportunity to return the lake where she be-
longs in paradise.

1 would like to thank all the people who have helped to care for Hughy.

Peter Harding
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Community Board Presentation to
RDC Draft Annual Plan 2008/09

Your Worship, Councillors, and RDC officers, good moming and thankyou for
the opportunity to speak to the Rotorua Lakes Community Board’s submission
to the 2008/09 Draft Annual Plan.

The Drafi Plan includes a number of items that affect the Community. These
include:

the Rotoiti Water Headwork’s Improvement
the Spencer Road Walkway

minor safety work on the Okareka Loop Road
Tapuaeharuru Marae entrance

We support the inclusion of these in the Plan.

We, no doubt like yourselves, are delighted at the recent announcement from
Government of the $72M assistance package, some of which will be used to
subsidise construction of the long awaited lakeside residential wastewater
schemes. Our thanks to all those of you who were involved in the negotiations
with the Ministry that has led to this very successful outcome.

A recent headline in the Daily Post suggested that the water quality in our lakes
was improving. However, EBOP’s recently released ‘Lakes Water Quality
2007 Report” does not agree. With the exception of Lake Okaro where signifi-
cant restoration work has been undertaken, the long term trend based on over
13 years of data indicates a range from ‘no change’ to ‘definite degradation” of
water quality depending on the particular lake. The health of our lakes is cen-
tral to the Community and we commend Council’s efforts to address the waste-
water issue with urgency. Remediation efforts can have spectacular short term
benefits as is becoming apparent since reticulation in Okawa Bay. Whereas this
embayment was one of the worst areas in our lakes it has after reticulation, be-
come one of the best with no algal blooms for the last two summers.

We understand that Lakes Tarawera and Rotoma are included in Council’s pro-
gramme for wastewater schemes but have not been included in the Government
funding announcement. We commend your ongoing efforts to seek additional
funding for these lakes.

The Board has asked Council for funding for an upgrade to Lake Okareka’s

Boyes Beach Reserve and to the Blue Lake/Green Lake carpark. We thank you
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for providing funding for these projects and support their inclusion in the Plan.

Also requested, but not included in the Draft Plan, were water reticulation sur-
veys for Mourea/Okawa Bay and for Lake Rotoma. Letters have been sent to
residents in these areas and, we understand, to the additional areas of Whanga-
marino, Okere Falls and Otaramarae. We expect the results of these surveys to
be known in the near future.

Qur submission also includes a request for a two weekly refuse removal ser-
vice around the lakes. We are unclear as to how this item was included and we
ask that you strike this out.

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to a situation of significant conse-
quence that I am sure you are already well aware of. This relates to the current
economic climate and the decreasing ability of residents to fund the necessities
of life. 1 won’t labour the recently announced 28% rise in food prices. the
29,000 job losses in the first quarter this year described by Westpac’s Brendan
O’Donovan as an ‘absolute shocker’, the recent and ongoing increases in the
price of petrol, and the general rise in the level of bad debts, to name but a few.
Perhaps the most telling of the price increases is a recent newspaper article de-
scribing the shock faced by our members of Parliament as the price of food at
Bellamys Beehive Café rockets!

We have some concern with the headline in the Draft Plan that indicates a rate
increase of 4.5%. When the general rate and the targeted rates are added to-
gether we see an increase from the current year to the 2008/09 year of
$4.447.000 or 7.34%, a figure that we believe could have been more transpar-
ent in the Draft. In view of the financial difficulties currently being faced by
New Zealanders and from which I am sure Rotorua is not immune, we would
ask that you consider carefully items of particularly capital expenditure before
finally including them in the Plan.

Without suggesting specific areas for cuts, we would like to see the overall in-
crease of the general and targeted rate reduced from 7.34% to the headline
4.5%.

These are unusual times that may require unusual actions.

Thankyou
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Dogs Dogs Dogs

Many Okareka residents have dogs but complaints to the Dog Ranger are few
and far between.

However in recent months several swans and cygnets have been killed by a dog
or dogs in the wetland at the start of the walkway.

This is disturbing to hear. Please ensure that yvour dog is either tied up or ina
safe enclosure, if vou are not around to keep him / her under your personal
control.

Dog owners at Okareka please note the following Council regulations:

All dogs in anv public place or street in the village (other than a dog
exercise area) must be on a leash.

Exercise Areas:

Acacia Road - signed area to left of boat ramp, when facing lake, along
lake edge to intersection with Loop Road. (This does not include the
BBQ / toilets area to the right of the boat ramp).

Boyes Beach - dogs are allowed on or off lead 1 March to 14 December
inclusive.
From 15 December to 28 February inclusive — no dogs at Boyes Beach
between hours of 9am & 7pm. Outside these hours dogs allowed on or
off lead.

Dogs are prohibited at all times in anv DoC scenic reserve, ecological area
Or sanctuary.
In Okareka this includes the Reserve at the end of Acacia Road.

The lake edge Okareka Walkway off Acacia Road is a nature reserve and a
public walkway and dogs are not permitted on or off a leash at any time.
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Pre School April 08

Welcome to the Lake Okareka Preschool Report Term 2

We know we are heading into the winter months with ‘Jack Frost’ making an
appearance several times already and a timely reminder on ‘blowing noses,
catching sneezes’ etc with colds amongst our children!

The learning and development of our children lives continues to extend in so
many positive aspects at our wonderful Pre-school facility.

Over the last term the continuation of ‘Life Cycles with people’ has lead onto
baby photos and special people in our lives. We had a *Special Person’s Week”
with a shared morning tea. The morning tea was a . .
highlight for children and families alike with

visitors travelling for the event.

We are extending the interest in families with the

introduction of new family resources in the

‘family play area’.

The children are learning about autumn with

great interest in leaves. A trip to a natural wilder-

ness in our neighbourhood was a great adventure on a beautiful autumn day —

we collected a wide variety of leaves and other signs of autumn.
Numeracy continues to be observed in play areas such as the
natural world as children explore leaves of different shape,
size and colours.

o *Matariki’ — Maori New Year is also being celebrated and

discussed at the Pre-School as part of festivals and
celebrations that we experience through out the year.

Over the April Holidays the art/resource room was revamped and is now much
more ‘user friendly’ with extensive shelving and a new tub for showering
children. We would like to acknowledge Carol Christian-Price and Peter
Brierley and thank them for their effort in these changes.

We have recently purchased some exciting new resources
from the remaining allocation of our budget. The new trucks,
baby dolls and puzzles to name a few have delighted the
children.

While on the subject of new purchases, the preschool would .ﬁ.
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like to extend a big thank you to all the families who have supported us
through Telecom Talking Points over the years. This programme has now
finished but through your generosity the Preschool now has a new DVD player
and the teachers a digital camera each to use at work..

Four new physical play mats have been purchased from the kind donation
from the Lake Okareka Fishing Club.

Our new enrolment policy is now in place and several changes were made to
reflect the current status and cater for our waiting list. We now offer 3 optional
extended sessions for our four year olds (Tues — Thurs).

Just a reminder that our AGM Meeting is Tuesday June 17" 7.00pm —
all welcome to attend.

Regards Claire Gower-James

Rebecca. Kiera and Shane Bum - Maddie Potters special friends visiting I
from Hastings

The Newsletter

*Autumn’ — Horton’s Garden’
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Dad (Dennis Marriner) and Rebecca Lyall share a story.

Jack Eggleston, Emma-Sue Marriner with her 'Special Person’ - {‘

New books have been delivered in Okareka.

With a large number of properties being holiday homes,
books have (in the main) only been delivered to mail
boxes, rather than having them sit in driveways advertising
a vacant property.

1f vou were missed or require additional books,
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Rotorua Combined Lakes Ratepayers Association Inc. [RCLRA] |

Submission to Rotorua District Council’s Rates Review - May 2008

Member organisations of this Association are:

Lake Okareka Ratepayers Association

Lake Rotoma/Rotoehu Ratepayers Association
Lake Rotoiti Community Association

Lake Tarawera Ratepayers Association

Rates are a hybrid of a charge for services and a tax on real estate property. Taxes on
land have a very long history, because land has long been seen as a visible indicator
of wealth and ability to pay (Shand page 45).

On the 1% April 1979, Rotorua City and Rotorua County amalgamated. As part of the
amalgamation agreement, the existing rating differentials were to be maintained. The
division for rating purposes between city (urban) and county (rural) is now known as
the urban fence.

The rating differential between urban and rural recognises:
The ability to pay
The maintenance of fairness and equity in the rating system
The supply of reduced services to the rural community

Council has proposed a change in the system used to levy rates. Key components of
this proposal include:

« A change from a land value to a capital value base

«  Removal of the urban fence and the rating differential associated with that

« A UAGC of $350.00 (presently $430.00).

The LGRA permits rates to be set at different rates per dollar of rateable value and
defines the land categories on which differentials may be set including ‘the provision
or availability to the land of a service pravided by, or on behalf of, the local author-
ity" (schedule 2).

It is submitted that this provision in the Act provides Council with the ability to
recognise the inequity of a non-differentiated rate for a service that either does
not exist or is funded privately. We specifically refer to existing septic tanks, pro-
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posed septic tanks under EBOP’s high tech OSET proposals, or wastewater re-
ticulation systems.

Communities in other parts of New Zealand (Strath Taieri) have the ability to
forego services and pay a consequently lower rate. This principle was
recognised by this Council in 1979 and subsequently, and which continues
effectively unchanged today.

Accordingly, a reduction in service delivery should be recognised by a
reduction in rates and this should be applied by way of a differential.

There is an obvious disconnect between lake front land property values, which
respond to national (and possibly international) markets, and values of
residential property in urban Rotorua. This gap has widened over past years and
can be expected to further widen with future revaluations. This widening gulf
in property values bears no relationship to services provided or the number of
people that live around the lakes.

Rotorua seeks growth and to set in place a system that could lead to rates of
astronomic proportions as property values diverge and will eventually serve to
hinder that desired growth. With some residential lakeside properties already
paying in excess of $7,000 rates annually, this process may have already begun.

To accept a non-differentiated rate today will lead to increasing anomalies
between land/capital values rate with no mechanism to relate this to the
services the Community receives.

Council must ensure that it retains a mechanism to handle this situation as it
develops.

In the August 2007 Report of the Local Government Rates Inquiry [Shand],
96 recommendations were made including the abolition of differentials and
UAGC’s. Other recommendations were for a greater use of targeted rates plus
alternative sources of income (Local Authority Petroleum Tax, International
Visitors Environmental Levy, and an Infrastructural Equalisation Fund).

Council has proposed that one sector of the District (commercial) will have an
interim differential set, while for the Lakes Community Council proposes the
abolition of differentials in one step without any of the counter proposals as
recommended by Shand being considered i.e. targeted rates. Further, other
recommendations by Shand cannot be considered by Council until Government
has clarified its position. It is considered that a number of these, if
implemented, will have a significant benefit to the Lakes Community.
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In the interests of fairness and equity, the RCLRA seeks a deferral of the
question of rating differentials until such time as the longer term situation
clarifies.

It has been acknowledged by Council that a Capital Value rating system can
provide a disincentive to invest. With growth in Rotorua falling behind national
medians, it is considered a retrograde step to introduce a capital value rating
system at this time.

Council has concerns about the burden that increasing rates will have on low
income ratepayers and yet proposes a system based on capital values that will
serve to increase the rates for owners of low value properties.

Submission

The RCLRA:

«  Opposes the proposal of a change from a land value based rating
system to a capital value based rating system;

+  Seeks the retention of the current rating differential;

«  Seeks the retention of the existing UAGC;

«  Seeks the deferment of the rating review pending Government’s adop-
tion, or otherwise, of the Shand report.

We thank you for the opportunity to present this submission to you and wish to
speak to the submission.

Lake Okareka Postcards

Available from LORRA, at a cost of $5 for 10,
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Landcare Okareka is pleased to report on another
busy 3 months, with a big initial clean up of
weeds at the beginning of the new Dept of
Conservation walk to the reserve at the end of
Acacia Peninsula, or Taumahi as it is also known.
Jasmine and montbretia were flourishing there,
along with numerous seedling willows growing in
the lake margins. Having lower lake levels has made
a difference to removing these weeds. Weed control
work will be on-geing in this area. Planting will be
under the direction of DoC botanists, but no planting
will be done until everyone is confident that the
weeds are under control.

Landcare Okareka volunteers have also carried out some mulching and a weed
clean up in the area near the start of the Okareka Walkway, There has also
been on-going pruning of plants adjacent to the walkway, and general weed
control work all the way along the walkway. Castlecorp have recently sprayed
grass growth along the path of the walkway. This work should keep the walk-
way tidy for the next few months.

You may also see some drainage work being done on the hill near the
beginning of the walkway. This area has been a continuing problem. Some of
the volunteers came up with an idea that could solve the drainage problem. This
was taken to Rotorua District Council Parks and Recreation staff, and they have
agreed to allow us to try out the idea to see if a solution can be found. RDC are
providing the drainage pipes. Landcare Okareka volunteers are donating all
other materials and labour required to complete the job.

The most recent working bee carried out planting on a part of the Acacia
Road bank.

I've provided some background about this bank area. Long term Okareka
residents may remember about 10 years ago, RDC Roading had to remove the
wattle trees from along the road side. They were causing problems with the
road, falling over and so on. The road bank is built from very loose pumice
material, and large trees have problems staying upright on this, once they get
larger leafy tops. Unfortunately, there was no follow up work done such as
spraying or stump swabbing. There was some planting done around the same
time as the initial plantings were done along the walkway.
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Wattles are NOT classified as acacias anymore. Their botanical name is
Racosperma. At Okareka we have either black wattle (Racosperma mearnsii) or
silver wattle (R. dealbatum). Some wattles are still growing up on the bank
above Acacia Road on Playne’s farm and a couple are in the Acacia Road
reserve near the toilets. They are very prone to wind damage when they get
taller, and thev are classed as a weed — see the regional council website
www.ebop.govi.nz/weeds They can also be prolific producers of viable seed.

Landcare Okareka and RDC had been having discussions about Acacia Road
bank from the time the Landcare group was formed in 2003. The road side
bank was an evesore with blackberry, willows, wattles and a spreading patch of
bamboo. RDC wanted the area cleaned up, and the community was asked about
keeping some of the wattles. The task of carrying out the initial clean up was
too large for the LO volunteers. As LO had become a Landeare group under
Environment Bay of Plenty, we asked them for some help with this task. EBOP
said at the time that no wattles would be left as they are noxious weeds. Plus
there were still on-going issues if they were left to get bigger for the road, just
as there had been in the past. So the initial work was undertaken by contractors,
hired by EBOP, with weed removal from the site done by Castlecorp.

The contractors did recover firewood sized logs and branches which were made
available for locals to collect for firewood.

This meant that this particular area has twice been cleaned up using rate-
payers’ money over the past 10 years or so. LO undertook as part of the work
being done, to voluntarily carry out weed control work along the road bank
area. So over the last Christmas / New Year break, many would have heard
or seen weed control being done, including brush cutting and spraying by
LO volunteers, to enable planting to be carried out this autumn/winter. We will
continue to monitor the area and carry out any weed control necessary.

LO was told by some local residents that they appreciated being able to see the
lake when they drove or walked along Acacia Road, so we are deliberately
keeping the plantings down off the top of the bank, and only planting low
growing grasses at the top, leaving taller plants like flax for near the bottom of
the bank. These will provide the flax flowers that tuis and bellbirds love so
much in spring and early summer.

We have also heard that some residents would still like to see some acacia
trees (not the weedy kind) planted back along Acacia Road. A possible area
could be at the Acacia Road reserve. This an area that is going to need some
very serious consideration anyway. The old willow tree at the launching
ramp / BB area is looking very sick and old. It has been gradually dying
back over recent vears and will need to be replaced in the near future. Maybe
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some true acacia trees (e.g. A.melanoxyl) could be planted in this area. If you
have any thoughts please let Landcare Okareka know. We will be discussing
this area with RDC staff. [Please read article in Newsletter about Proposed
Signage Changes at Acacia Road reserve]

The Okareka Remembrance Grove — just a reminder that LO has application
forms available for those who would like to plant a tree to commemorate a
human life event of an Okareka resident or property owner, in an area above
the second bluff, part way along the Okareka Walkway. The plantings are to a
landscaped design and will be of specimen native trees, including rimu, totara,
kowhai, titoki and rewarewa. The project is a joint one with RDC Parks and
Recreation and Landcare Okareka.

The cost of a tree and a plaque, including on going maintenance of the tree is
$200, and the money will be managed by RDC. If you are interested please
contact Sandra Goodwin 362 8865 for an application form.

In the meantime please watch out for the Landcare Okareka working bee
signs at either end of the village. Working Bees are usually held every 4™ Sat-
urday of the month and there are often mini working bees on each Tuesday
afternoon. We welcome anyone who would like to volunteer their help. If you
need any further information about any part of this article please contact
Sandra Goodwin 362 8865.

TELFER| | MARING

Call and see Grant and Shona
and the team at

TELFER MARINE
for all of your boating
requirements:

1* Boat servicing and maintenance
1+ Large range of chandlery
1* New and used boat sales
1+ Dreamboats membership

236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand. Phone: (07) 345 9854
Fax: (07) 345 9857 Email: telfermarine @xtra.co.nz

- T T A< T —

EYRAN BOATS
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Attention Business Owners and Professionals:
Your Time Is Money. How Much Stress Could You
Save Yourself With No Down Time Due To
Colds Or Flu This Winter?

Is This You This Winter?
You have urgent deadlines to meet but
you struggle to concentrate.

+  You had a cold and now have a nasty
cough. Your body feels like a limp rag.

»  You can’t think clearly with blocked
sinuses and a fuzzy brain.

«  You wake up with a scratchy throat
and hope it will go away. But it quickly

_ gets worse. Your nose is streaming.

|+ You force yourself to work, as every
day away means more to catch up later.
But you feel awful. And look dreadful.

«  You tried a natural remedy but you are

| not even sure if it worked.

1

Don’t let winter get you down. Take the
Winter Wellness Challenge and learn how
to stay well. Discover how to use drug-free
natural solutions that really work for you!

Amazing Money Back Guarantee
When vou take my six weck Winter Wellness
Challenge and follow my advice, | guarantee that
you will stay healthier and more productive this
winter, Or I'll refund vour money in full. When
everyvone else is suffering, you will know how to
prevent it or stop your symptoms from getting
worse with your personal action plan. And get
over it fast. Learn how and when to work with your
body to build up vour immunity and keep yourself
healthy. All without resorting to drugs. Understand
the signs your body is telling vou, take action early,
have your natural remedies at hand. Stav well and

achieve more goals this winter. [ts easy to leamm how

to enjoy a much healthier, stress-free winter.
This is a limited offer, so email or call me now.

Carol Bannistex,

Naturopath, Medical Herbalist &
BHSc—complementary medicine

Phone 07 362 8878 CAREEM

carol @ careem.co.nz

Special Offer: Save $100
Normally worth $595
You pay just $495

What You Get
With The Six Week

Winter Wellness Challenge
Computerised Nutrition Review
Personalised Nutrition Guidelines

Three Personal Consualtations
A Natural Medicine Wellness Pack

Plus receive all these FREE reports plus

a spa treatment, valued at over $100!

. FREE healthy winter recipes

. FREE Hot Toddy & how to make it

. FREE Winter Wellness guidelines

. FREE Cleansing Sauna & Shower
Offer available 10 the first 10 people.
Book Your Place Now! Ends 31/8/08.

f
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Neighbourhood Support

Hasn’t it been quiet as far as offences are

concerned (touch wood); keep alert, even

during winter months the “Bad Guys” can
be about.

When you go out leave a light on, both in-
side and outside.

Leave either the TV or radio on.
Leave a car in the drive. (Locked of

course. )

Own a dog — Burglars hate dogs.

Install an alarm — burglars hate alarms.

If you are going to be away for a few days tell your neighbour and
Neighbourhood Support coordinator.

If you don’t belong to a group give me a ring and [ will direct you to your
nearest coordinator. Join with your neighbours in making vour street a safer
street.

Is there a Neighbourhood Support sign on a telegraph pole near you? If not
there probably isn’t an organised group in your vicinity. It has been proven
that Neighbourhood Support does prevent crime. It would be great to have
the whole of Okareka covered by groups but we need vou to want it. Be pro-
active and give me ring.

Members are kept informed of criminal activity, crime trends, and such.

If you see a crime or something suspiciously like criminal activity ring 111
and report it immediately.

If the crime has happened and urgency is not immediately likely to catch the
offender, ring the Rotorua police on 348 0099.

If you want to discuss a policing matter for Okareka ring Wayne Harper,
Community Constable on 345 3453 Mobile 027 276 0032

Lyall Beuth
Ph 3628 459
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Locals are urged to watch the area near the boat ramp over the next couple of
months as new signage is developed for the area. This has come about as a
result of the Rotorua Lakes Recreation Strategy, where signage at lake boat
ramps was an area that was seen as requiring a lot of attention.

If vou take a critical look at the Lake Okareka boat ramp area there is a
plethora of signage, some of which are incredibly difficult to read, especially
the lake safety signage (EBOP) and others that are repetitive (about pest fish
and aquatic weeds). Boaties, tourists and locals frequent the area of the boat
ramp. A tidy up of the area and the signage is considered to be timely and
necessary.

A Committee has been set up to investigate options for signage layout. The
Committee is made up from representatives from Rotorua District Council
(Parks and Recreation, landscape architect and planning), Environment Bay of
Plenty (Harbourmaster and local Harbourmaster representative), Te Arawa
Trust Board, Eastern Region Fish and Game, Department of Conservation-
Rotorua Lakes Area, local Ratepayers Assn. Lake Okareka is to be the
prototype, or *“guinea pig” site for the new signage. These types of signage
structures will over time be placed near boat ramps at all of the Rotorua lakes.
The Committee have a goal of creating an attractive area with signage that is
useful, appealing to the eyve and easy to read and understand.

The proposed design is a series of wooden poles, with tops eventually to be
carved with representations of Maori history and stories relating to the lake
represented. The main pole will have either 3 or 4 sided structure attached.
Each group such as EBOP Harbourmaster, Fish and Game, will be asked for
what they would like displayed on the signage.

One of the things that LORRA considers to be very important is a
comprehensive map that shows not only lake features, but also streets for
Okareka, walkways and dog exercising areas. It is possible that the local
community could also have a pole of its own to use.

The Lakes Boat Ramp Signage Committee will welcome “feedback™ so please
pass any comments to the LORRA Committee and this will get passed back to
them.
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Small
Dent?

B2 - “Want the Best Paintless Dent
Removal Repair possible
: for your valuable car?”
A No Painting
A No Hassles
A Mobile Service

[ ""'i‘,,“.:: Aagician j ( Free {_'lufaizl J

PH. SCOTT

FLOOR SANDING

We supply and install NATURAL and
COLOURED FLOOR TILES

WASH e COLOUR e STAIN
To existing wooden floors also.

Sand and polyurethane with

water-borne products (Non Yellowing)
Or Solvent based (Matt, Satin or Gloss).

QUALITY FINISH GUARANTEED
FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATION
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ADVANCED FLOORING
Call KEVIN 027 690 0149
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Tikitapu Scenic Reserve
2008 Pest Control Programme

So far this vear the Tikitapu Pest Con-
trol Project has concentrated on keeping Ditrac
in the bait stations around the perimeter of the
reserve. Hopefully t his will have reduced the
number of rats reinfesting the area. The bait has
certainly been eaten.

The Department of Conservation has
verbally agreed to the formation of the proposed Nature Walk and Mistletoe
Track and once it is formally signed off we will begin work on these tracks,
hopefully later in June. Both these tracks are of an easy grade and we would
be delighted to hear from anyone interested in helping with their formation.
There will also be some light work transplanting small seedlings and saplings
that would otherwise be too close to the track when fully grown.

We are able to use the same toxin regime this year as proved so success-
ful last year. The baits will be in the stations in October. Six of our volunteers
have attended a course for attaining Controlled Substance Licences. Now that
we are designated as a care group this will enable the licence holders, together
with other volunteers working alongside them, to put out the toxins and save
the cost of getting a contractor to do this work.

Consideration is also being given to the possibility of establishing new
plantings of the native mistletoe in additional locations. If anyone has mistletoe
plant on their property and would be happy for us to acquire seed from it, we
would appreciate hearing from you.

Details of the programme for the remainder of 2008 will be finalised
shortly, and will be emailed to volunteers on our list. This programme relies on
volunteers and we would like to say a big “Thank you™ to all those who have
contributed.

New volunteers are always very welcome and if anyone is interested in
Jjoining our group, or learning more about the project we would be delighted to
hear from you.

Frances and James Blakely ph 07 362 8480
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Dig, Dirill, Flatten or Fill

KANGA  goes it al
EARTHWORKS

Multi-Task Compact Loader

Bucket Digger
Back Hoe Digger
Trenching

Backfilling

Auger Hole Boring
Levelling
Rotary Tiller

Peter Harding Building Services
Your local Kanga Operator
Phone: 362 8108 Mob: 0275 628 108

_, < —— > N

“2UMBING cOMPAN

Registered Craftsman
Plumbers & Gasfitters

Ph: (07) 343 9060
57 Tallvho St, Rotorua

jon@lewisplumbing.co.nz
www.lewisplumbing.co.nz




LAKE OKAREKA RATEPAYERS AND
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION INC.

Verbal Submission to Notified Land Use Consent Application Hearing
CRATER LAKE FARM PARK
15 May 2008

Commissioner and Councillors on the Hearing Committee,

1. My name is Sandra Goodwin and [ am the Secretary for Lake Okareka Rate-
payers and Residents Assn. otherwise referred to as LORRA. I am also a prop-
erty owner and full time resident of Lake Okareka for about 5 years.

2. LORRA, as stated in our submission, actively engages with the property
owners and residents of Okareka, through meetings, discussions, our website
and quarterly Newsletters.

3. We have analysed the 254 submissions to this resource consent application
and have identified 23 that have come from Okareka residents or property
owners. Of those, 16 are in support or support in part for the application, while
7 are opposed, with one of those a joint submission from residents of Miller
Road with concerns about traffic.

4. We believe that these figures, along with the positive verbal feedback we
have received from Okareka residents and property owners. give support to the
main plank of our submission — that this proposal has significant support from
the Okareka community.

5. We believe that the main reason for the strong Okareka support is that this
application is seen as having significant environmental benefits for lake water
quality. Okareka property owners are only too aware that they live alongside a
lake that is showing signs of pollution, with significant algal growths along
lake margins now quite common in warmer weather. The TLI (Trophic Level
Index) for Lake Okareka is currently 3.4 and the goal under Lake Okareka
Catchment Management Action Plan ( LOCMAP) is aTLI of 3.0

6. Very little has so far been achieved under LOCMAP. Some Phoslock has
been applied to the lake bed to help absorb P in warmer weather, and some re -
vegetation of retired lakeside margins has been undertaken by Landcare Oka-
reka volunteers and by EBOP staff. The sewerage scheme for the village is still

at least 2 years away from completion. None of the farmers within the Okareka
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lake catchment are required to or appear to be making any efforts to remove
livestock from the environmentally sensitive land around the lake.

7. LORRA sees this Ngati Whakaue proposal for the Crater Lake Farm as very
positive for water quality in Lakes Okareka, Tarawera and Okataina in that
livestock numbers over the total Crater Lake Farm will be greatly reduced.
There will be benefits for lake water quality from reduced nutrient inputs on
this land. While there may be some question about the quantities using the
NPLAS model, logically you would have to agree that nutrient loadings will be
significantly less, with less animals, less fertiliser inputs to pasture and exten-
sive plantings of native trees.

8. Other benefits that we see for lake water quality will come with fencing out
stock and planting up of the various watercourses, including the Te Wheki La-
goon, that flow into Lake Okareka and Lake Tarawera.

9. We note that the 9 hole golf course on the property has had some negative
comments from some of the submitters, about it’s potential for release of nutri-
ents. We don’t believe that this needs to be the case. It doesn’t sound like it will
be a golf course of great significance. It may be possible that conditions could
be placed on how the course was managed to minimise the nutrients required.

10. We believe that the Crater Lake Farm Park proposal is in keeping with and
complementary to the existing Okareka settlement and other properties in the
Lakes A Zone. It will also provide facilities such as the lodge, café and walking
trails that will be well patronised by residents, visitors and tourists as the area
increases in popularity. It would be great if there could a trade off under this
resource consent procedure, with the paper road closure and a suitable align-
ment for the Lake Okareka circuit track, especially at the south eastern end.

11. As we stated in our submission. and in some Okareka residents submis-
sions, some attention and upgrade for Millar Road will be required.

12. Sewerage reticulation — we respectfully suggest. that if they haven't done
so already. that the Hearing Committee clarifies exactly where the sewerage for
the site is supposed to be connecting. It came as a complete surprise to us from
the Engineer’s Report, that Crater Farm Park would be joining the Okareka
scheme. Our understanding is that Okareka reticulated sewerage will be only
going as far as Boves Beach reserve. Properties further up Millar Road will re-
quire OSET systems under the regional council rules.

13. We believe that the community cannot expect landowners to undertake and
fund work, to achieve beneficial goals for lake water quality, biodiversity and
the environment, without providing the landowners with a viable financial
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means to achieve such transformations. Works, such as retiring land from farm-
ing, substantially reducing livestock numbers, fencing and extensive planting
with native vegetation along with a long term weed and pest management re-
gime that will be required to ensure those plantings’ success, all require a fi-
nancial method, such as subdivision, to provide the necessary capital to under-
take such activities.

14, We believe that with the appropriate conditions and guidance from Rotorua
District Council, EBOP and specialist consultants that this proposal and it’s
proponents should be given every encouragement to proceed. We hope that this
resource consent process can be expeditiously accomplished, as every small
step at reducing nutrient export within the Okareka catchment, and indeed the
catchments of Lakes Tarawera and Okataina, should be welcomed and encour-
aged.

Thank you for your attention today.

INVESTING I\
PROPERTY?

We offer a full range of
accounting services
for all sized businesses

Be sure to call us to discuss
e Ownership structures
e Tax deductability of expenses
e Mortgage Security & Tax implications

MACMILLAN ACCOUNTANTS
31 White Street, Rotorua Phone 350 1018
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L etter Boxes

If you have ever delivered flyers or anything else to letter
boxes in Okareka or Tarawera, you will have sincere
sympathy for our Postie.

A number of boxes are sited in extremely awkward places with
foliage growing in front and behind.

Many practically fall off their supporting posts and the variety
of types and sizes is amazing.

Some are so small a normal letter hardly fits.

Does your letter box fall into one of these categories? If so
give the Postie a treat and fix it.

Anonymous

Kirsty Gerlach Audiolagist MNZAS
1071 Hinemoa Street, Rotonua

» Personal caring advice.
» Latest technology.
» 20 years experience.

kirstyg[=liEley

HEARING
caring for your hearing

call Kirsty today on 07 343 6669
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Summarv of EBOP submission to
Crater Lake Farm Park Resource Consent Hearings

As a number of you will be aware the Ngati Whakaue resource consent for
Crater Lake Farm Park is currently at the hearing stage with the Rotorua
District Council. At the time of writing, no decision has been made by the
Hearing Committee on the application.

The LORRA submission was made in support of the application, because the
application is proactive in meeting the community agreed principles under the
Lake Okareka Catchment Management Action Plan (LOCMAP) to reduce the
nutrient export of phosphorus and nitrogen into Lake Okareka (also Lakes
Tarawera & Okataina) from the impacts of livestock farming. The LORRA
verbal submission presented to the Hearing committee is published in this
Newsletter.

New residents of Okareka may not be aware of LOCMAP and its contents.
LOCMAP was drawn up in 2003 in co-operation with EBOP, RDC,

Te Arawa Lakes Trust, and with input from the local community and
landowners. The sewerage scheme is one of the desired outcomes to achieve
lower nutrient inputs to the lake waters and thereby improve lake water
quality. Another is to retire at least 200 ha within the Lake Okareka catchment
from livestock farming to low nutrient land use.

EBOP SUBMISSION
Andy Bruere, Rotorua Lakes Programme Manager for Environment Bay of
Plenty, presented a very interesting and informative statement to the Hearing
Committee. In his statement he noted that for Lake Okareka, 42% of N and
46% of P comes from farming, while 21.6% N and 4.8% P comes from septic
tanks;
for Lake Tarawera 40% N and 45%P comes from farming and 1.2% N and
5.6% P comes from septic tanks;
and for Lake Okataina 11.9% N and 29% P comes from farming and 0.03% N
and no figure is available for P from septic tanks.
Crater Lake farm lies within the catchments of these 3 lakes.

He then went on to quote from the review of the Rotorua Lakes Protection and
Restoration Programme by the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environ-
ment (PCE) in 2006. * The findings are a useful external perspective of the
programme and the issues associated with it.

One of the key findings of the PCE is the importance of land use change to the
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ég_gcess of the programme.” {Our emphasis)
|* From the PCE review — “To turn back the nutrient tide we face some very
|tough land use decisions.”

“It is clear from the PCE report that the journey of lake protection and
|restoration is going to be long, it will require commitment to the goal, it will
|require a new and tough way of thinking and that land use change is a key
component of the change that is required.

| This proposal is one of those tough decisions and they do not present them-
|selves every day, so to refuse it could be an opportunity lost. To approve it with
associated resource consent controls will contribute to the changes in land use
required to address water quality problems.”

Alistair McCormack, a lakes restoration officer at Environment Bay of Plenty,
used the Overseer programme to assess the nutrient loss from the existing and
proposed land use activities of Crater Farm on each catchment.

From his report —* for Lake Okareka, the Nitrogen savings from the proposed
land use change is 7% of the LOCMAP target and for Phosporus it is 38%".

Andy Bruere continues in his statement: * For Lake Okareka, sewerage
reticulation is planned. This is predicted to remove all the nitrogen needed to
meet the target TLI, but it will only reduce 25% of the phosphorus target.
Consequently this proposal is a vital contribution to the Okareka phosphorus
target.” (our emphasis) ;

For Lake Tarawera and Lake Okataina the impact of this land use change on
nutrient input is also very significant.

Another point to note is that the bulk of the Crater Lake Farm is not covered by
the Rule 11 which places limits on nutrient leaching benchmarked to 2001-
2004. Rule 11 does NOT cover the catchments of Lakes Tarawera and
Okataina. “If this proposal is declined the applicant has the option of continu-
ing operation at existing levels or even increasing the nutrient footprint.”

Andy Bruere concludes “7.1. In closing we need to be careful that the land use
changes which we are allowing and encouraging do not create some other
environmental impact that is not sustainable. However we also need to keep in
mind the reality that protecting land within the catchment of the lakes A zone
without also having due regard to how we protect lake water quality may result
in protection of a very attractive landscape from a lake with undesirable algal
blooms.”

And “7.2 The community, through the Rotorua Lakes Strategy Group, The
Strategy for the Rotorua Lakes, lake action plans and the Regional Water and
Land Plan have clearly indicated a desire to protect and restore water quality in
the Rotorua Lakes.”




The battle against this resilient rodent
continues with nearly 80 traps scattered
around the community.

With the colder weather upon us, these pesky
pests start to look for warmer places to reside.
That means in ceilings, sheds and carports to
name a few favorite haunts.

To combat this, remain diligent and keep bait
stations loaded and use appropriate bait in the
ceilings in particular.

The programme is modeled on the very successful Lake Tarawera initiative
where there are over 400 traps set. This has resulted in an enormous
improvement in the bird populations as rats are one of native birds main
predators.

The traps used are Bob Scope’s design which has won an EBOP environmental
award. They are easy to use & specifically target rodents.

If vou need traps they are $30.00 whilst the bait is supplied by EBOP free of
charge.

Help lower the rodent population in Lake Okareka by joining the battle.
The support of EBOP is much appreciated in this war against rats.

Traps & bait are available from Don Gollan Ph 3628 617.

Submission opposing Crater Lake Farm Resort development

| Verbal submission for Statuary Hearing of 14% May 2008 :
|by Robin Trewin, Mark Collet. Len Taylor and Peter Valentine.

| Points for consideration:

1. Previous Crater Lake Farm development proposals have failed because of
environmental concerns. In commenting on a proposed 1998 hotel devel-
opment on this farm, the Environment Court said that the land needed
special care as it adjoined the scenically important wilderness bush areas
of lakes Tarawera, Okataina and Okareka.

2. Crater Lake buildings will stand out on the Lake Tarawera skyline (Photo. 1.
and Plan 1a.). House owners will not let bush plantings obscure lake views. In
any case it would take years for slow growing natives to reach the planned 7.5
metre house heights on this exposed site.

3. Lake water quality issues should not be used as an excuse for building new
settlements on environmentally sensitive and scenically important lands. Refor-
estation, not urbanisation, would be the most efficient way of halting lake wa-
ter pollution. Trees quickly take up existing nutrients, reduce runoff and have
long term ecological and scenic values.

4. The claimed lake water quality improvement is based on only one set of
nutrient calculations. As the land is isolated from the lakes by elevation and
bush (Ref. Plan 1a.), more on-site scientific work is needed to accurately assess
erosion, sediment and nutrient runoff, and leaching both as they are now, and
from the proposed settlement: from earth works, roading, building, golf course
and tennis courts during development; from long-term increases in water use
that will promote leaching from golf course, garden and grazing maintenance;
from lodge, household, and grazing and horse stable effluent; and from road
and traffic runoff.

5. Crater Lake Farm is an exposed high level site on thin soils. It has proven
uneconomic for farming despite changes of ownership and heavy applications
of fertilizer. Hence previous, failed attempts to develop the site for housing. It
would best be in trees.

6. The cold, cloudy and windy Crater Lake site will only attract holiday makers
for a few weeks in summer. Houses will stay empty for much of the year. The
remote settlement will lack ongoing community value and will impose high
transport and servicing costs on the Rotorua community. With soaring fuel




41 The Newsletter

costs, new housing should be kept close to the town.

7. Full time Crater Lake Farm development traffic over many years on
Okareka’s narrow and windy roads, and the extra holiday traffic over single
bridged Millar Road, will cause congestion and more accidents, and spoil the
area for residents and tourists. The high sided caldera formation of Tarawera
lakes reverberates traffic noise, and helicopters should not be allowed to land
there.

8. Buildings on Crater Lake Farm will destroy the Tarawera/Okataina wilder-
ness area and let in development on similar Lakes A Zone sites (Photos. 2 & 3).
This and other areas of lake side farmland should all be part of a Tarawera/
Okataina /Okareka and Blue lake recreational park area on which future local
and tourist recreation welfare will depend. Lakes Rotoehu, Rotoiti and Rotorua
are eutrophic, endangering the health of swimmers, and Lake Rotorua is subur-
banised. In twenty years time the Bay of Plenty will have as many people as
Christchurch, and they will need our unspoilt lakes.

10. In guarding the beauty of our lakes we should learn from overseas. Ten
years ago Noosa City, a seaside resort in Queensland, called a halt to urban
spread. Developers, who opposed this at the time, now find that it has paid off
through redevelopment of brownfield sites. At Lake Tahoe, Nevada (a top
ten tourist destination) houses that spoil the natural forest beauty will be
demolished when the owner dies, with compensation for descendents. No new
housing settlement is allowed in the British Lake District, an area as lovely as
our Tarawera Lakes.

11. Worldwide environment protection organisations (Government & NGO’s)
accept that when any management decisions regarding the use of land are
made, environment concerns must come first. We must question the effective-
ness of our environment agencies. Farmers continue to pour on fertilizer
around our lakes, and trees are now being felled at the Green and Blue Lakes.
EBOP has spent thousands of dollars on years of planning and they now plan to
spend thousands more on a move to Tauranga, but they claim to have no buy-
out funds for farm retirement and parkland development around our lakes.

13. With the ongoing energy crisis, our unspoilt lakes environment close to the
city will prove vitally important for tourism and local recreation. For the
future of New Zealanders, and Rotorua tourism in particular, long term plans
are essential for the preservation of these irreplaceable assets, “outstanding
natural features and landscapes™ in terms of section 6(b) of the 1991 RMA.
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14. We should all be guardians of our Tarawera Lakes and must not allow ir-
reversible destruction of the natural environment on which the future of Ro-
torua tourism and recreation depends.

Robin Trewin, Mark Collet, Len Taylor and Peter Valentine.

Mobile Library Service
The Rotorua Public Library mobile bus visits Okareka

Every 2nd Wednesday 3.20pm - 4.00pm
Stopping outside the bus stop opposite 19 Loop Rd.

The mobile Library carries a good selection of fiction and non-
fiction books for all ages, including large print, magazines and
children’s jigsaws. Special requests can be made for talking
books, music CD’s and cassettes, DVDs and videos and specific
subjects. The mobile librarian is happy to discuss ways to
improve their service.
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THOMPSON MARINE

A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1996) Ltd
Cnr Old Taupo & Sunset Roads, PO Box 1337, Rotorua
Phone (07) 348 4997 Fax (07) 349 2944

Sales & Service of Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser Stern Drives,
Marine Accessories, Water Skis, Life Jackets & Ski Vests, Electronics

[l THOMPSON'S LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS

Outboards Sterndrives

2 Stroke Petrol & Diesel Z Ef; E:fig o8
4 Stroke
Optimax T
Specialised Maintenance & Service |
Supercharged - " on {'{{Mi’f‘fﬂﬁfﬂgfﬂgsﬁ_, L
also incorporating
THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY

Repairs * Furniture Recovering * Boat Canopies * Squabs
* Hull Linings * Forestry Clothing, Chaps, Pouches etc.
Phone Jason on 348 4441

THOMPSON LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS (1996) LTD
Phone (07) 348 4441 Fax (07) 349 2944
Sales & Service of all brands of Forest & Garden Equipment.
Rotorua Agents for Husqvarna Chainsaws, Trimmers, Ride-On Mowers. Walker
Ride-On Mowers. Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda Mowers. Oleomac chainsaws
and small engine products. Briggs & Stratton, Honda & Robin Engines.

WE SERVICE, SHARPEN AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

« Chainsaws + Rotary Hoes

« Lawnpmowers + Generators

« Reel Mowers + Blower/Vacs

« Ride-On Mowers « Water Blasters &
e Line Trimmers Pumps

« Scrub Cutters « Splitters

Forestry Pruning Equipment
Bl Husgvarna
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Possums Possums Possums

LORRA have a number of Pos-
sum Traps for loan to residents,
supplied by EBOP.

We all know there is a very suc-
cessful possum eradication pro-
gramme in place outside the mar-
gins of Lake Okareka village but
little account has been taken of
the possum population inside the
village.

Many may be surprised to learn
that there are considerable num-
bers of this pesky pest living in the village. Obviously this population is
free to migrate out and repopulate the areas where the eradication pro-
gramme has been running.

Now we have an answer and with the support of EBOP we are now able to |
loan the very popular and highly efficient Timms Possum Trap.

| These traps are available on loan for up to 3 weeks at a time so LORRA
encourages residents who wish to join in the battle against possums to get
a trap.

We have a register and also wish maintain records of the possums
“apprehended”, so ask that trap users help with this.

If we can make an impact on the possum population everyone will benefit.

Traps are available from Don Gollan ph 3628-617.
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LAKE OKAREKA HALL
HIRE

PLEASE REMEMBER
Our Community Hall is available for hire by
Local residents or “not local”
If anyone wants to start classes
eg dance, yoga, indoor bowls, art etc OR
Wedding receptions, meetings, functions, parties

CONTACT us for
Prices and availability for evenings or weekends

T days notice is appreciated and a bond is re-
quired,
which will be refunded providing the hall
Is left as clean and tidy as you found it.

PS Gents, if you are tall, remember to smile

When you go to the loo !!
Check it out.

For bookings and information on hire charges

Contact
Megan Douglas 3628 682
Carol Christian-Price 3628 702
Lou Norling 3628 886

Obituary for CLAIRE DALE

Born in Sydney. Australia 1916
Died in Rotorua, New Zealand 2008
Aged 92 years

Claire, with Rusty and Mimi, her Welsh Corgi dogs (her kids), were long
term respected residents of Calder Road, Lake Okareka. Her early life was
spent in Sydney, where her nieces and nephews still live. As a young
woman, Claire spent several years as a nun with the Sisters of Charity
Order, and in her early years, she also loved music and was an accom-
plished pianist.

Claire came to Rotorua on her own in 1965, lived at first in Cochrane Street
and set about forging a new life for herself. She taught at the Primary
School in Arawa Street and went to Night School to improve her Shorthand |

{and Typing skills. Then in 1969, Claire began teaching in the Commercial

Department at Rotorua Girls High School, retiring in 1982. she was always |
keen to do her best for her pupils. Claire always had 2 dogs and they would '
often travel with her to School. Her pupils would love to take for a walk |
around the playing fields. Claire was a loved and respected teacher. A trip |
around Pak and Save in recent years was always slowed down by the
number of young women stopping to say “hello™ and reminisce about their
schooldays.

Claire moved out to Calder Road, Lake Okareka in the early 1970's and
enjoyed her times fishing in her little boat, often just with her dogs. With
no family of her own, Claire adopted the residents of Calder Road as her
“street family™. She enjoyed watching the successive children in the street
grow up, telling them off if she thought warranted, finding them little jobs
to help her, but always taking pride in their achievements at school and in
sport, and in telling everyone who would listen about them. Rosie Shand, |
her neighbour kept in touch with Claire, and was a contact for Claire’s |
niece, Noeline Meredith in Australia. Claire loved Lake Okareka, loved her |
dogs (whose barking always let her neighbours know when people were |
going down the right-of-way bedside her house to the lake), and most of

all, she loved her independence. At the age of 90, she had a razor-sharp
mind, was a member of the Rotorua Racing Club and was still driving her
car.




Over her last months, Claire was cared for at Redwood Lodge at
Owhata. She received good and kind care.

The dogs original owner (in Morrinsville) looked after them at first
and the SPCA. They were returned to Rotorua where Carol Christian-
Price undertook their care. Carol brought Claire out to her home last
year to spend a day with her dogs before they finally had to be put
down.

Claire’s next door neighbours, Marion and Peter, were with her when
she died. I know Claire would have liked that.

Claire’s funeral was held on 8" May at Gray’s Memorial Chapel, ar-
ranged and attended by her niece Noeline. It was very well attended
by her friends from Okareka, and many ex-teachers from Rotorua
Girls High School came to say Goodbye.

A LIFE WELL LIVED

(written by Dot Pickernell & Meryl Keighley)

R SALE

o Make — Justin Browne
: d sound, Iron Frame
|Needs pedal repair $500

| Phone: 362 8108

1 aguarium
Dimensions: Rectangle - 460mm high x 750mm long x 400mm wide
Phone: 362 8108

|Girls Tramping boots: Size US 5.5/UK 3
|Merrill brand Excellent condition. $75 ono

1 Pair Girls Knee High
Made in France Size: 40/ 6.5
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

TREES FELLED FOR FREE - Conditions apply
Phone : Chris 3628 679 or Peter 3628 108.

For Sale. Pram — Pushchair — Buggy. Swedish design — Emmaljunga.

Four wheels. Single seater to be used with or without attachment to carry a sec-
ond small child. Tray underneath and net on handlebar for lots of shopping.
Very light to push. Sale price $ 60.00.

Phone: Katrin 362 8037.

Found: Kayak, washed up into my boatshed, before Christmas. If yours drifted
away and you think it may be yours,
Phone: Katrin 362 8037

Pet Feeding Services. Have your pets cared for and fed in their own home en-
vironment or boarded with me in large secure pens. Reasonable rates, includes
mail box being emptied and indoor plants watered. SPCA approved. Refer-
ences available.

Phone Carol on 3628 702

Heather Horton (Artist) - Watercolours, Oils, Pastels and lead-lighting work
can be seen in the studio. Works are for sale, or can be ordered.
Phone 3628 165

Lakeside Property for rent on casual basis. Sleeps 6. Fully furnished, heat-
ing, w/machine/dryer, TV, CD/DVD player. Available for short and/or long
term rentals.

Phone Kim on 0272 968 429

Bee Swarms or Wasps Nests. 1 will call or destroy them if necessary.
Phone Bryan Walford on 3628 224

LJ Hooker Marquee and L.J Hooker Bear Suit - Available FREE of charge
for community use. Marquee 6m x 8m. Booking essential.
Phone L] Hooker on 3485 058
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