


The Newsletter 2

The Newsletter

of the
Lake Okareka Ratepayers’ and Residents’ Association

Issue 2, June 2009

Issue dates: 15 March, 15 June, 15 September, 15 December

Copies printed: 300

Deadline for copy: 1st of the month of issue

Advertising rates, per issue: Quarter page $12.50, half $25, full $50
Classified advertisements (back page): Free

Editor of this issue: Mike Bannister, Ph. 3628 043
Email: MBannister @hydestor.co.nz

Your Committee:

3 The Newsletter

Position Name Contact Details

Chairman Geoff Palmer * 3628 379

Secretary Sandra Goodwin 3628 865

[Treasurer Bryan Walford 3628 224
John Roper 3628 410
Marcel Van Leeuwen 3628 468
Lyall Beuth 3628 459
Mike Bannister 3628 043
Carol Christian-Price 3628 702
Chris Russell 3628 709
Cheryl Lyons 3628 790

I* Member of Rotorua Lakes Community Board ||

Website Address: www.lakeokareka.org

P.O. Box 6210, Whakarewarewa, Rotorua

DISCLAIMER STATEMENT
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the LORRA committee.

Greetings from LORRA and I hope you are
coping with the cold weather and the colds
and flu that seem to be part and parcel of
winter.

LORRA and Landcare Okareka both made
submissions to the RDC and EBOP 10 year
plans.

The Councils are currently working their
way thru a large number of submissions
(over 700 in the case of RDC). One of the
important issues for Lakes ratepayers is the
new rating structure for the coming year and it appears likely we will have
fairer and more affordable rates than in recent years. We are also hopeful the
upgrade of the lake outlet thru to Tarawera will be included in EBOP’s 10 year
plan.

Boyes Beach: The upgrade of Boyes Beach was included in last year’s annual
plan and has now been completed. The grass area behind the sand has been
rotary hoed, with additional topsoil, regrading and grassing of the picnic area
which will improve drainage. Some unsightly scrub has been removed and
Landcare are working with Council on planting more shade trees.

Acacia Rd Beautification: The boat ramp area at the Acacia Reserve has now
been replanted following a meeting with residents to discuss the loss of shade
following the removal of the large willow in front of the toilets. The original
plan prepared by RDC was modified to protect the lake views of residents in
the area.

Aqua skiers Beach Upgrade: Following the publicity given to this proposal
over the past 6 months, DOC staff scheduled a well attended meeting at the
beach at the end of May to receive feedback from the community. Whilst most
present at the meeting supported the need to upgrade the beach, improve access
and provide toilets and rubbish facilities, there were concerns at the siting of
the camping area and potential problems with vandalism. As a result the
landscape plan has been modified and is on display in the sign box at the boat
ramp.

DOC welcomes any further comments and in the meantime they have applied
for the necessary resource consents for the project and are hopeful the upgrade
of the access road, reshaping of the picnic/camp area and re-grassing will be
completed for the coming summer.
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Signage: Following discussions with the Council’s roading engineer, we will
shortly have improved signage at the two entrances to Okareka. The intention
is to make motorists more aware of the Lake Okareka community and the need
to reduce speed by providing large 50kph “threshold” signs.

Community Hall: It is disappointing to report there have recently been
problems at the hall as a result of two Saturday night social functions. LORRA
works closely with the Preschool to monitor the hail usage and ensure hirers
are vetted, liquor licences, security, noise, behaviour, rubbish and cleaning etc
are strictly policed.

However the unwanted presence of gatecrashers (who if not admitted to the
hall) may stay in the area, alcohol abuse and boy racers etc are making it
necessary to review the use of the hall for social events.

Sewerage Update: Detailed engineering design is being finalised for the Oka-
reka/Blue Lake scheme and tenders will be called shortly in conjunction with
Okere Falls, Otaramarae and Whangamarino with construction to commence in
October.

The Lakes Community Board has organised for a grinder pump unit to be
brought out to the Okareka hall on Saturday morning July 11 and staff from the
supplier and the Council will be present at the hall together with a continuous
video presentation and to answer questions.

We strongly suggest to residents that if possible you take
the time during the morning to come to the hall so you are
quite clear on how these units operate and the affect the
installation will have on your property.

This issue of the newsletter has another addition with a “centre page feature”
on the Fire Brigade, together with more colour photos. We plan to highlight
one group in our community in a similar fashion in future issues.

As always we welcome feedback from the community and in particular we are
keen to receive any photos and articles relating to early Okareka and its resi-
dents.

Geoff Palmer
Chairman
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Remembrance

Landcare Okareka are delighted to announce the first commemorative
planting at the Remembrance Grove along the Okareka Walkway
which was carried out recently. It was very fitting that the first plant-
ing was for a brand new little resident of Okareka. His name is Liam
Bartle and he was born on 31 December 2008. Liam's mum and dad
chose a site from the planting plan and the tree species is a rimu.

Belinda, baby Liam and David Bartle beside the newly planted rimu
tree

If you are interested in having a commemorative tree planted at
the Remembrance Grove please contact Sandra Goodwin Secretary for
Landcare Okareka on 362 8865, for more details.
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When Its Cold And Miserable Outside,
You Will Love These Warm Winter Treats

Hot T

Carol Bannister,
Naturopath, Spa &
Natural Beauty

Ph: 362 8878 or email

Phone or email me now for ot
an appointment to claim carol @careem conz
your gift Cﬂ[?EE/M L

7 The Newsletter

CALL D7 348 5038
Hour Service

DESTINATION

News Release ROT@RUA

Friday 12 June 2009 ROTORUA DISTRICT

COUNCH

Lake Okareka fire force win national award

ROTORUA 12.06.09: Lake Okareka Rural Fire Force has won the FRSITO
[Fire and Rescue Services ITO] Excellence in Training Award for Volunteer
Rural Fire Forces.

The presentation, on Monday 15 June at Rotorva District Council [RDC],
coincides with the beginning of the national Volunteer Awareness Week.

Lake Okareka Rural Fire Force was established over 25 years ago, and has 15
memmbers ranging from 15 to 65 years old. RDC provides it with funding for
equipment and maintenance, training, and NZQA qualifications.

Castlecorp business manager and acting principal rural fire officer,

Mijo Katavic, says while the Lake Okareka team serves the Lake Okareka
population of around 500, the council also relies on its crew to help Castlecorp
staff at other fires around the district.

“The Lake Okareka volunteers do tremendous work, and this award recognises
the time they have to take away from their jobs, and interruptions to personal
time,

“In undertaking their role, they make a strong commitment to training to
achieve the level of skills and knowledge required to serve their community.”

FRSITO chief executive, Bill Robertson, says volunteers make an
extraordinary commitment to their communities and to the gaining of skills and
knowledge required to perform their role.
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BAYLEYS

Don't undersell your most valuable asset. If you are thinking of
selling ring Lorraine to find out how Bayleys does it better.

For a Result
One Agent - One Call
Contact Bayleys Local Lake Specialist
Lorraine Chapman 027 271 9141

SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED MREINZ
1092 Fenton Street

PO Box 2248, Rotorua 3040
www.bavleys.co.nz

LORRAINE CHAPMAN

B 07 349 5356

M 027 271 9144

F 07 348 6252
lorraine.chapman@bayleys.co.nz

www. bayleys.co.nz
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LAKE OKAREKA FISHING
CLUB 2006

C/- 2 Benn Road
Lake Okareka

THE LAKE OKAREKA 2009 WINTER
TROUT FISHING TOURNAMENT
To be held on Lake Okareka from 5:00am 7th August
to 11:00am 9th August 2008.

Trophy Categories: Biggest Bag Individual
Biggest Bag Team
Biggest Bag Family
Heaviest Trout — Adult Male
Heaviest Trout — Adult Female
Heaviest Trout — Junior
Heaviest Trout — Fly Fishing
Best Condition Factor

All prizes will be by donation only

Registration: Boat Ramp Friday 7th August 5-7 pm
Fishing licences available at registration
All anglers must hold current licence,
these will be recorded at registration.

Entry Fee: Adult $10.00
Junior $5.00.
Weigh In Times: Saturday at Boat Ramp 11:00 am.

[Lake Okareka Pre-School will be catering with food
available from 10:30 am]
Sunday at Boat Ramp 11 am.

Prize giving, Sunday from 12:30 at the Boat Ramp.
Lake Okareka Pre-School will be catering with food
available from 10:30 am.

Any prize donations gratefully accepted, contact Steve Lyons 3628790
Proceeds from this competition will be put towards raising the profile of the
summer fundraising and fishing competition.
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office: ‘
17 Pryce Rd, Lake B
Okareka, Rotorua.
PhonelFax:
07 3628627

DUENR e DESIGN. WE TELL YOU Hm w MAMAGE. YOU SAVE. BIG..
SesliSOUEIel WEB DESIGN  VIDEQ DESIGN  GRAPHI CAE_ DESIGN

SPECIAL OFFER...we design your site for FREE,

if you like it, you can buy it.. cheapf

We have recently moved with our business to Lake Okareka and are
offering this great opemng spec1a If you would ke a website or want
an old one revamped, we will design one page for FREE. if you like the
concept we can put more pages up. We also specialise in using an online
program that with a little training you can malntain your own site without
paying a fortune in on going costs to designers like mel
{Terms and conditions apply}

But "nost ofalla p ace wi waye you can
meel with God in a very real way.

Why dont you give us ago on any Sunday at @Uam

The church is presently located at Parksyde Community Centre,
Tarewa Place {off Tarewa Road)

Ph. 362 8827 Email: robbinsj@xtra.co.nz

We look forward to meeting you around the neighbourhood.
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Herbert Robert Benn

A colourful early settler in Okareka

Born in 1869, the younger son of G. A. Benn of Puddleston Court,
Lesminster, England was expelled from a theology school in Cambridge for
having a break-up party in his room. He inherited considerable wealth and was
persuaded to leave his ancestral home and after some time in Australia he came
to New Zealand, and took up crown leasehold land which included most of the
peninsula of Okareka.

He then built what was regarded as a substantial residence and lived a
some what gay and rather eccentric life as a remittance man. He developed
most of the peninsula into magnificent gardens and orchards. There is no
doubt that many of the old apple, plum, apricot, pear and many other fruit trees
planted in his time, and possibly still found, are remnants of his orchard. On
the front lawn of the recently renovated house at No. 63 Acacia Road is a
mulberry tree which I am told was one of Benn’s — it is pleasing and
appropriate to note that the residence has been named “Mulberry Cottage”.

Benn spent most of his time between overseas travel and a very social
life and entertained liberally both at his home and in Rotorua and throughout
the district. He had stables on the peninsula and was in partnership in the
establishment of a racecourse at Galatea.

As an educated man he encouraged the schooling of both Maori and
Pakeha and in fact paid for the educating of country girls at a Rotorua convent,
including two sisters from Te Whaiti named Ngawaka and Hirau, the daughters
of Te Kokau and Mokai. After leaving the convent Ngawaka fell in love with
Benn and came to live with him at Okareka. Sadly she contracted tuberculosis
and died at 18 years of age. Her body was taken to her ancestral home for
interment at an old Maori cemetery Murumurunga, at the back of the Te
Whaiti meeting house.

At this time Benn was 27 years old and Ngawaka’s sister Hiria (or
Hirau) then joined him after schooling at the convent. Sadly she also died of
tuberculosis at the age of 18. She was also buried at the Murumurunga
cemetery in Te Whaiti.

Six years later Herbert Benn died at Okareka (allegedly as an alcoholic)
and at his express wish was then taken over what must have been a rough and
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dusty road to Te Whaiti in the heart of the Urewera country. He was laid to rest
between the two Maori maids he had loved and befriended. It is not known if
he in fact “married” the sisters but in view of the fact that he had attended a
theology school it is possible. None-the-less it is obvious that his relationship
with the sisters was “recognised” by the community and they would have been
satisfied at that time.

There is much more to the Benn story but that is for future telling.
I have not visited Te Whaiti for many years and have no memory of
Murumurunga cemetery but the recent finding of negatives of photos taken
many years ago have come to hand.

The Benn graves were enclosed within a white painted picket fence amid
large pine trees, behind the meeting house. The inscriptions on the marble
tombs read:

In loving memory of
Herbert Robert Benn,
Youngest son of C. A. Benn
Puddleston Court, Lesminster, England
Born September 28 1869
Died Lake Okareka, Rotorua
March 27 1911
“Deeply regretted by all who knew him”
“His aye was real and true”

Benn’s gravestone had been topped by a large carved marble angel, in
the fashion of that time. At the time of the photo the angel had crashed to earth
lies half buried in leaves and mould.

On the graves of the two sisters stand simple crosses, their epitaphs in
Maori translated into English as follows:
On the right of Benn’s grave is:

NGAWAKA
HOA WAHINE O HERBERT R BENN
DIED 9 SEPTEMBER 1898
18 years of age

On the left of Benn’s grave is:

13 The Newsletter

HIRIA
Daughter of Te Pene and Mokai
A younger sister of NGAWAKA
Died 11™ May 1905
18 years of age

Researched and written by:
Bob King

Lake Okarcka

June 2009
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_ Lake Okareka Pre School June 09

This term we have welcomed 3 new families to the preschool.

The children have been on an autumn season walk and making the most of
j the gorgeous autumn colours we have been busy exploring collage creating

an autumn tree with our collection of leaves and chestnuts, and much more (we
| hope the photos on the back page of the newsletter reflect our enjoyment).

Recently we went to a great show called “The Seasons” at the convention
centre where the theme was based around the four seasons.

The afternoon children are going to visit Lynmore School and will be
taking the opportunity to visit the school library to take out some
books. This will introduce the library as part of the transition to

school. The next week they will then visit the town library to see what
happens there and what they can access at a library. We are also looking
at work roles within the community.

Carpentry has been relocated to the deck area and is providing great
interest at the moment. The weather is being monitored on a daily basis
in our new weather book, and illustrated with weather stamps and
writing. The latest weather vane and weather station is also extending
this interest. ‘

We have been provided with a computer which has been set up for the
afternoon children to explore.

Thank you to Evelyn Falconer who kindly donated some big books to our
preschool which the children have been thoroughly enjoying.

| The preschool’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 24 June
" at 7.30pm. Local residents are most welcome to attend.

'\ Thank you Debbie, Leslie and Davina for your continued enthusiasm and
’ fantastic educational programime for our children.

If you are interested in finding out more about our Preschool, the phone
number is (07) 362 8606.




The Newsletter 16

INVESTING IN
PROPELTY?

We offer a full range of
accounting services
for all sized businesses

Be sure to call us to dis-
cuss
¢ Ownership structures
¢ Tax deductibility of expenses
e Mortgage Security & Tax implications

MACMILLAN ACCOUNTANTS

The battle against this resilient rodent continues with nearly 80 traps
scattered around the community. With the colder weather upon us,
these pesky pests start to look for warmer places to reside. That means
in ceilings, sheds and carports to name a few favorite haunts.

To combat this, remain diligent and keep bait stations loaded and use
appropriate bait in the ceilings in particular.

The traps used are Bob Scope’s design which has won an EBOP
environmental award.

They are easy to use & specifically target rodents.

If you need traps they are $30.00 whilst the bait is supplied by EBOP
free of charge. Help lower the rodent population in Lake Okareka by
joining the battle.

Traps & bait are available from Don Gollan Ph 3628 617.

The support of EBOP is much appreciated in this war against rats.
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Editors note - this article is included as a number of Okareka families use the
Tarawera Playcentre.

Lake Tarawera Playcentre is situated at 10 Alexander Road. Playcentre is an
early childhood education service, run as a parent co-operative. We welcome
children from birth to age six. Playcentre philosophy is based on the idea of

child-initiated play and parents as first educators.

We have a beautiful location and children have a huge range of activities to
choose from including: painting, playdough, collage, blocks, the sandpit,
swings, water play, and a large number of indoor and outdoor toys.

Our members come from Lake Okareka, Lake Tarawera and further afield. We
have two sessions each week (during term time), on Monday and Thursdays
between 9.30am and 12.00pm. This term we have welcomed the arrival of a
new baby and five more children and their caregivers.

We decided to continue last term’s theme of “Things that Grow” following its
success and because some activities are ongoing. Broad beans have been
sown, and we have experimented with different types of crystals. The children
were very interested in Steff’s demonstration of getting a balloon to “grow”
and “shrink” using warm water and ice. The children have also enjoyed leaf
rubbing with crayons and dyes.

Thanks to Sarah, we have some funding to build a raised bed. The parents
have been busy “de-cluttering” on the inside, and renewing resources with new
animals and balance bikes being well used, and our new science equipment and
dolls house furniture arriving shortly.

We welcome casual visits, and are enthusiastic about the arrival of new fami-
lies. If you are new (or not so new) to the area, and want to find out more
about Lake Tarawera Playcentre, please drop in on one of our sessions and
share a cup of coffee with us.

If you would like more information or a welcome pack please contact Annie
(362 8552), Steff (362 8304), or our centre (362 8055).
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“Growing” Friendships

“Planting Broadbeans”
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Harry was a regular sight - out every day walking his dogs around the beaches
and forests at Okareka and Blue Lake - right from the early days of his arrival
to NZ in 1982.

Growing up in the Netherlands Harry spent time in the army and served in
New Guinea in the late 50's, returned to Holland and married Francine in 1962,

The family’s move to NZ was a decision made in jest at a family gathering in
Holland - they thought NZ sounded like a tropical paradise - and discovered
upon arrival that this was not the case at all. But never the less, they settled at
Lake Okareka on the recommendation of fellow Netherlanders ( the Vogels)
and never regretted their decision. In fact Harry loved the lakes and forest and
the lifestyle that NZ offered and apart from the occasional trip back to Holland
every few years, never felt the need to go back for good.

Harry spent a little time initially working in plumbing related fields in the early
years and then made the decision to retire and enjoy his daily activities - which
over time were set into a very regular routine.

After breakfast every day (just after 9.00am) it was off to walk Holly and Ha-
zel for at least 1 hour ( often repeated in the afternoons too) then back home to
spend time gardening, mending or creating additions within the garden and
ponds about the property. His creativity was unlimited and there are many
‘signs of Harry’ around both his and Francine’s property and Jolanda’s who
lives next door - even a lovely garden path connecting the two.

Another important focus in his life was his interest in Saturday morning garage
sales. He would head out every Saturday, rain, hail or shine (unless overseas)
and most times was happy with finding either something useful, a bargain or
occasionally a treasure!! His other love was the local magpies and during the
years here had managed to tame a few and have them as pets in the house -
quite a menagarie - dogs, cats, birds and fish!

Harry would spend his relaxing time solving crosswords and suduko puzzles
and read the daily newspapers, particularly enjoying the business and financial
sections - all beneficial for updating his English language skills- for a family
that spoke little or no English on arrival they have perfected the language ex-
ceptionally well.

There was nothing that Harry would not do for his family - his wife Francine
and three daughters, Helena, Jolanda and Margo - and grandson Darren - the
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HISTORY OF OKAREKA RURAL FIRE

BY DAVE FIELD & PHILIP MULDOON

The summer of 1983 was long and hot, with the usual breeze coming up
around 4pm - just like summers are supposed to be. The store was doing a
roaring trade in ice creams and ice blocks, particularly on that Saturday. There
had been the usual number of very small scrub fires, extinguished as always by

the nearest residents, with garden hoses, shovels and whatever else came to
hand.

A group of local residents was at the store when somebody came in and
commented on the great plume of smoke coming from halfway along the
peninsula. We looked - it was definitely not a scrub fire. Luckily, Sheldon
Drummond from NZ Forest Service had the NZFS smoke chaser at home that
weekend. Leaving the store to call 111, we jumped into his truck and, with as
many people as possible, headed off to the fire. A house was well ablaze and
the surrounding vegetation was staring to burn as well.

The owner of the house was one of our group, and was now attending a major
fire at his own property! With what little equipment we had, we managed to
contain the fire to the section until the Fire Service arrived from town. Unfor-
tunately, the house was completely destroyed. The Fire Service told us that if it
wasn’t for our quick actions, the whole of the peninsula might have bumnt, due
to the wind direction and the very dry conditions.

A number of residents then
decided we needed a volunteer g
fire brigade out here and so
Okareka Rural Fire began. We
begged, borrowed or  stole
(well, not quite literally)
equipment, including a trailer J§
donated by a local resident,
use of a resident’s spare ga-
rage (which was on the corner
of Benn Road/Wattle Grove),
and a 1951 Wajax portable
pump (gifted from Forest Service, which we still own and which still works).
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Over time, we negotiated use of a piece of land from Rotorua District Council
and built the fire station, all done with volunteer labour from the Okareka
community. We fund-raised locally for the project which was completed in
1985 and, much to our delight, Forest Service presented us with a 1969
International 4wd fire truck, just in time for the opening ceremony, which was
carried out by the then Mayor of Rotorua, John Keaney. Also in attendance
were West Rotoiti Rural Fire and Tarawera Rural Fire, both of whom were
fledgling brigades like ourselves. Our patron, the sitting MP for the area, Ian
McLean was also present. His enthusiasm for rural fire may have been slightly
dampened because when he returned home to Rotoiti, he discovered that his
house had been on fire, whilst his local brigade was celebrating with us!

At this time, we instigated the 3-Lakes Pump Competitions, which I am sure
some of you will remember, and have taken part in. The competitions allowed
us all to hone our skills with fire fighting equipment and also to socialise with
the other brigades. I am pleased to say that Okareka always went home with at
least one trophy. As well as men’s teams, we had junior teams and ladies
teams, and the competition between all became quite heated at times.

In the early 1990’s, reticulated water came to Okarcka. This meant that, to take
advantage of this system, we needed to upgrade our equipment. To that end,
we fund-raised again and purchased a Jap import Toyota Landcruiser 4wd fire
truck. This was basically a
big pump on wheels. When I
say basic, I mean basic!

The Toyota had no doors, no
roof, no heater and the seats
were not adjustable. So, if
you were standard Japanese
size it was great. For your
average Kiwi, let’s say it was
a tad of a tight fit. In spite of
that, it did us proud in the
time we had it.

The International could not work with a reticulated water supply, so it was
retired to Bert Watchorn’s Transport Museum at Awakeri and we obtained a
Ford D600 from New Zealand Fire Service. With the advent of the Ford came
formal registration with the National Rural Fire Authority. Our registered
number is 110, meaning that we were the 108 brigade to be formally registered,
which we are quite proud of, being considered as having met the standard so
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early on in the system.

Also, at this time, there was a
change to the national
organisation of Rural Fire, with
the result that we now came
under the wing of the Rotorua
District Council as the
Territorial Rural Fire Authority.
I am sure a number of you will
remember the many public
meetings and discussions held
before this situation was

formalised to everyone’s satisfaction.
We continue with that arrangement to this day.

New Zealand Fire Service
offered us a Bedford 4wd
fire truck, fitted with a
foam fire suppressant
system, in the late 1990’s.
Since we were in process
of disposing of the Toyota,
the Bedford was very soon |
on station and was used
extensively, both locally i
and on behalf of NZES &
when they could not gain
access to rural fires with
their own trucks. During
this period, we entered into an informal training arrangement with NZES,
which means that we have “buddied up* with Blue Watch from NZFS Rotorua
and train in town with them around 13 times a year. This continues to the
present day and has proved most useful to both parties.

Through our relationship with the Rotorua District Council, we undertake train-
ing (to NZQA standards) on a regular basis and have recently been given the
opportunity to put this into practice with agencies both locally, nationally and,
possibly, internationally.
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The old Ford was getting a bit sad by the early 2000’s, so we negotiated with
NZES and obtained the 1980 Dodge RG1S5 fire truck we have today as a
replacement. At the same time, the Bedford was redeployed elsewhere. We
had also identified the need for a dedicated fire tanker in the area as a result of
attending a number of fires where there was no adequate water supply (did you
know that the nearest fire tanker is at Te Puke then you have to go to Taupo if
that one is busy?).

We again embarked on a fund-raising campaign and, just before Christmas
2008, we put on station Lakes 6575, a 14000 litre dedicated rural fire tanker.
As if to confirm our thoughts, the tanker has been called out seven times be-
tween January and May this year, going as far away as Taupo for a large vege-
tation fire, Reporoa, Waikite Valley and to Kaharoa for a structure fire — at
2.30am in the morning! And to Tarawera, to help out our neighbours.

Okareka Rural Fire meets every Wednesday night at 7.30pm at the local fire
station for training. We are totally voluntary. In our 26 years of existence, we
have attended a wide variety of incidents from scrub fires, house fires and mo-
tor vehicle accidents through to search and rescue, ambulance assist (we carry
oxygen and a heart defibrillator on the fire truck), flooding, slips, fallen trees,
no cats stuck on roofs or in trees but, however, we have had a dog stuck on a
roof and a cat stuck down a drain.
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We are fiercely proud that in those 26 years, we have never missed a callout
and that is thanks to the dedication of all those people who have given freely of
their time in that period and those who continue to do so today.

So, how do we get called? Simple.
You dial 111 and ask for Fire.

Our siren goes off and so do our pagers (every brigade member is

issued with a Fire Service pager) — any time of the day or night, 365
days a year.

Why do we do it?
Because we want to and we enjoy it.

There may be a time you need us, but we need ongoing membership
to continue to provide this service to our local community.

So, we hope you’ve found this interesting, we hope it’s got
you thinking,

.... but most of all,

we hope it makes you want
to join us!
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Following this willow clearance, Castlecorp under direction of RDC staff re-

moved the dead willows that were on the lake edge near Acacia Road / Loop

Road intersection. They also felled a dead willow tree that was directly oppo-
site the intersection.

Willows — grey and crack - are a target weed species for the Landcare
group as they are not a naturally occurring plant here.
Willows have the potential to take over the whole lake edge, such as they have
done along from Boyes beach on Millar Road. They choke out the more desir-
able naturally occurring native plant species, which provide suitable habitat for
a wide range of wildlife.

Department of Conservation have contracted to have willows
poisoned along part of the wetland on Millar Road, this summer,
Landcare Okareka volunteers are vigilantly removing seedling willows along
the walkway and other areas when we notice them, and before they become a
bigger problem.

At the most recent working bee, volunteers planted about 260 plants —
including Carex secta, Phormium cookianum and Chinochloa rubra (red tus-
sock) - along part of the Acacia Road bank, continuing the plantings from
last winter.

Volunteers have continued with other work, especially along the Okareka
Walkway. Plantings have once again been pruned and tidied, and the drainage
channel on the hill section of the walkway has been cleaned. Our thanks to
Central Quarries for donating a trailer load of track metal to repair the
hill section — thanks also to Chris Russell for the use of his car trailer and to
Chris Russell and Rod Stace for spreading the metal.

The small bridge along the walkway further on from the
boardwalk in the flax area which was so rough and uneven has been almost
completely rebuilt recently. Rotorua District Council provided the materials
and thanks to Mike Goodwin for the use of his dinghy to transport materials
and tools, and Mike Goodwin and Brian Law who undertook the rebuild.

The bridge is much better now and the little people in their push chairs will be
having a much more comfortable ride over the little bridge!

Sandra Goodwin
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Brian Law hard at work rebuilding the little bridge
along the Okareka walkway

Landcare Okareka have plans to undertake some sand
bagging work using specially made long life bags, in areas of the
walkway that were badly undercut last winter by the high lake
water levels. We want to protect some sections of the walkway
and the shade structure from future high lake water levels.

RDC are providing the special bags and we will need some person
power to undertake this work.

We also intend to carry out more plantings along Acacia Road
during this winter planting season. So watch out for the Landcare
signs which advertise the coming working bees — we are always
glad to welcome volunteers who would like to help with our local
projects.

If you require more information about anything in this article,
please contact Sandra Goodwin 362 8865.
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CLEGHORN GILLESPIE JENSEN LTD

Registered Valuers & Property Consultants

Need Property Advice?
Try “The Experts”

D
Q)
D
!
7

Phone 347 6001 - Fax 347 1796
Quadrant House
PO Box 2081, Rotorua

Tik n“apu | Scen c’vReS‘erve
2009 Pest ConTr'oI.,fProgmmme

Mobile Library Service
The Rotorua Public Library mobile bus visits Okareka
Every 2nd Wednesday 3.20pm - 4.00pm
Stopping outside the bus stop opposite 19 Loop Rd.

The mobile Library carries a good selection of fiction and non-
fiction books for all ages, including large print, magazines and
children’s jigsaws. Special requests can be made for talking
books, music CD’s and cassettes, DVDs and videos and specific
subjects. The mobile librarian is happy to discuss ways to
improve their service.

The pest control programme in the
Tikitapu Reserve is a combined project
with Rotorua Forest and Bird, Rotorua
Botanical Society, the Department of
Conservation, and Environment Bay of
Plenty. The objective is to control weeds
and pests in the area to protect the rare
native mistletoe that is present, and to
encourage regeneration of the bush and an increase in the bird life. Mistletoe
requires healthy host plants to grow on, in particular Psuedopanax (five finger)
and Tagasate (tree lucerne), and birds for seed dispersal.

-Forest and Bird, have together with Doc and EnvBoP undertaken the pest
control and Rotorua Botanical Society attend to the weed control and new
plantings of host plants for the mistletoe. Forest and Bird’s work commenced
in 2002, with the marking and cutting of lines down the Okareka end of the
reserve, in preparation for commencing baiting in 2003 on the Okareka end of
the reserve.  Since then the area has been extended to cover the entire reserve
between Okareka and Lake Tikitapu. Due to the reduction of both possums
and rats in the reserve, the bush has continued to regenerate and the birds to
increase. As a result of this, several new areas of the rare native mistletoe have
now been found.

The past three months have been quiet for the Tikitapu Pest Control Project.

The Nature Walk and Mistletoe Walk have been maintained and enjoyed by
those who have walked them.

This year we expect to be able to use the same baits that gave us such good re-
sults over the past two years. As the results were the same at both ends of the

reserve, we will trial only filling every 2™ station on lines 2 — 14.

This will give us 100m x 100m spacing throughout the reserve and reduce the

amount of bait put out.
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Programme for 2009

Friday June 19" and Sunday June 21" Trim lines and checking stations etc

Saturday July 18" and Monday July 20th Trim lines and checking stations etc

Friday August 14™ & Sunday August 16® Trim lines and checking stations etc

Week of Aug 30" to Sept 6th  Rat tracking Exact days weather dependent.

Fri Sept 11th and Sunday Sept 13th  baits out

Sat Oct 31st & Monday Nov 2nd  top up all stations as required

Sunday Dec 6th and Mon Dec 7th clear all stations.

Week of Dec 17" to Dec 24th  Rat tracking Exact days weather dependent.

New volunteers are always welcome and we would be delighted to hear from
anyone who would like to be added to the volunteers list.

Frances and James Blakely ph 362 8480

This is for women, and targets bums, abdominals
and thighs predominantely.

at the hall every Tuesday Night at 6.30pm -7.30pm
cost is $5.00pp.

For further information,
please contact Megan Douglas 362 8682.

DUNCAN

REALTYLE THE BPEQIALIETE

Susan has been a resident at
Lake Okarcka for five years,
and works with Leanne Hodge.

Their aim is working with your
view in mind, 1o achieve
a great result,

If you are thinking of selling,
phone Susan Taylor, or
Leanne Hodge foday.

Local Knowledge, Lake Okarekda - Can't Beat If!

-

Susan « H: 07 362 BEBY « M 0074 786 777 « E suson@duncanrealivinot
Leanne » H: 07 345 3737 » b 027 221 7807 » Erleanne@duncanreatiy.net
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Thinking of extensions to your property?
New developments?

Do you need resource consent?
CONSULTANTS

PANE |

The Lake Okareka and Lake Tarawera
settlements are in a planning zone called the
Lakes A Zone. This zone has been created
to protect the unique Okareka and Tarawera
environment. For this reason the level of
scrutiny for any resource consent application
within the Lakes A Zone is high.

Eldad Collins from APR Consultants is
intimately familiar with the requirements
of the Lakes A Zone and has obtained a
number of resource consents for

*f" Consultants
PO Box 1715

ROTORUA developments within this zone.
WWW.apr.co.nz/ Contact Eldad on 3498325
aprconsultants or email eldad.collins @apr.co.nz
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A Division of Transpaciic Industries Group INZ] Limited

Proud to support Okareka community

240 litre and 140 litre wheelie bins
available in Okareka.

Weekly service.
From as little as $19 a month.

Ph 349 0222

The koaro restoration project was borne out of the need to arrest the
decline of the small native fish called koaro in Rotorua lake catchments.
Koaro were once numerous in many of the Rotorua lakes and formed one
of the primary sources of animal protein for the Lakes tribes. I understand
koaro were so abundant in some lake tributaries that incoming juvenile
koaro turned streams white in summer then black when returning as
mature individuals to the lake. Today, few if any koaro are observed
migrating into Hamurana Stream, as they are no longer abundant in Lake
Rotorua (some believe they no longer survive in the lake), and they only
survive in low numbers in the springs.

Koaro have probably declined in the Rotorua lakes for a variety of reasons.
Reductions in water quality in some of the lakes and habitat changes have
likely taken their toll, but a major factor appears to have been the
introduction of trout to the lakes that brought about a dramatic and
sustained decline in adult koaro numbers. Furthermore smelt, which were
introduced to bolster the flagging trout fishery, only added to the problem
(for k b dating k i il

The native galaxid, koaro.

The Te Arawa Lakes Trust were sufficiently concerned about the plight of
this indigenous lakes fishery that they recently employed NIWA to conduct
an extensive survey of the Rotorua lakes to establish which lake systems
still contained koaro. The survey revealed that koaro have indeed
disappeared from many of the Rotorua lakes catchments and only in

Lake Okataina were they found to be widespread.
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Kirsty Gerlach Audiologist MNZAS
1071 Hinemoa Street, Rotorua

caring for your heatring

call Kirsty today on 07 343 6669

Call and see Grant and Shona

and the team at

TELFER MARINE
for all of your boating
requirements:

¥* Boat servicing and maintenance
{* Large range of chandlery
1* New and used boat sales
1* Dreamboats membership

236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand. Phone: (07) 345 9854
Fax: (07) 345 9857 Email: telfermarine@xtra.co.nz

( hnson Puces
RV

TRECHH BOATS B
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Bachcare extends services to
Lake Okareka

So you own a bach, but it sits empty for
most of the year? Want to earn a bit of
money from your investment? Or, just
want to get a bit more enjoyment out of
your holiday home?

There is a way!! Bachcare services now
available to owners and rental guests at
Lake Okareka!

Bachcare is NZ’s leading national
holiday home rental and management
company. Founded by holiday home
owners, we really do understand your
needs and concerns!

Our new holiday manager at Lake
Okareka is Jasmine Robbins.  She is
supported by a centralised office in
Auckland handling all bookings, and
guest enquiries and administration.

We have unmet rental demand for Lake
Okareka. If your holiday home is often
unused, please urgently get in touch with
us!

We can assist you to rent it out, to
the appropriate rental guests, at the
appropriate rental rate, providing with
some extra cash!

Renting not for you? If you can’t be
bothered cleaning the house, tending to
the lawns and gardens, or organise the
plumber or electrician, Bachcare can as-
sist. We can help ease your pressures
and give you back your time.

Bachcare is your trusted neighbour,
your eyes and ears on the ground when
you can’t be there; protection of your
asset; your business partner to earn you
a return.

The Newsletter

Holiday Home Rentals
Holiday Home Management

*Full rental services provided

*Screening and vetting of
rental guests

sLive operator support,

7 days per week

*Real time calendar with
instant availability

*Instant online credit card
booking

*Cleaning and house
preparation

*Site visits

*Gardening / lawns

*Property maintenance

[ ocal holiday manager

*And more!

Finalist in the
NZ Tourism Awards

0274 695 295

okareka@bachcare.co.nz

www.bachcare.co.nz
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This club held its last tournament in 2001 and sadly through lack of
membership it was disbanded in 2003.

All bowls, mats, trophies, calipers, chalk etc were signed over to LORRA and
stored in a cupboard at the hall. As there has been no interest in resurrecting the
club and the storage cupboard at the hall is being removed, the decision was
made to put the equipment to good use.

Frank Brosnahan was the last bowls President in 2001 and he now resides in a
lovely unit at the Redwoods Lodge so I asked him for his suggestion for a new
home for the bowls and mats. Frank suggested splitting the equipment between
the Redwoods games room that is used for indoor bowls but they do not have
their own bowls and a new club in Westbrook that would be grateful for the
mats and some of the bowls etc.

We have received thank you letters from both the Redwoods Lodge & the
Westbrook club.

We are left with a number of cups & trophies dating back to 1957 and all
engraved with LOIBC, with some well remembered names on them. There is a
photo on the next page.

If anyone is interested to view, claim or store them, please ring me.

There are also 2 boxes of meeting notes that will be destroyed in June 2010 as
per the instructions from the 2003 last meeting of the club.

Should anyone require further information please phone me on 3628 702.

Carol Christian Price

WESTBROOK INDOOR BOWLS CLUB

C/- The Secretary

Mrs P Bryson
127 Koutu Rd
ROTORUA

2nd June 2009

Lake Okareka Ratepayers and Residents

PO Box 6210

Whakaerawera

ROTORUA.

Dear Sir/Madam

On behalf of the Westbrook Indoor Bowls Club we would like to thank you for
the Mats, Bowls and Callipers kindly donated to our club.

After they have been stored for so long I am sure you will be pleased to know
that they have found a good home where they will be looked after and used. In
fact we had a roll up on them the other night and they played well.

We always need more mats and bowls especially on tournament nights and
these will be very handy.

Thanks Again

Kind Regards

Westbrook Indoor Bowls Club

Phyllis Bryson
Secretary
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Dig, Drill, Flatten or Fill THOMPSON MARINE

A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1996) Ltd

Cnr Old Taupo & Sunset Roads, PO Box 1337, Rotorua
Phone (07) 348 4997 Fax (07) 349 2944

Sales & Service of Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser Stern Drives,
Marine Accessories, Water Skis, Life Jackets & Ski Vests, Electronics

GA does it all
EARTHWORKS

Multi-Task Compact Loader

S SN LAt LS B ClATREANE

R g,

Bucket Digger
Back Hoe Digger
Trenching
Backfilling

Auger Hole Boring
Levelling

Rotary Tiller

Outboards Sterndrives

2 Stroke Petro! & Diesel

4 Stroke

- Optimax
Supercharged

Peter Harding Building Services
Your local Kanga Operator

Phone: 362 8108 Mob: 0275 628 108

also incorporating

—~ ~ THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY

Repairs ¢ Furniture Recovering » Boat Canopies ¢ Squabs

“E L E WI *» Hull Linings * Forestry Clothing, Chaps, Pouches etc.
" S Phone Jason on 348 4441

[ : & THOMPSON LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS (1996) LTD
UM BING COMY B Phone (07) 348 4441 Fax (07) 349 2944

Sales & Service of all brands of Forest & Garden Equipment.
Rotorua Agents for Husqvarna Chainsaws, Trimmers, Ride-On Mowers. Walker
Registe red C rafts man Ride-On Mowers. Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda Mowers. Oleomac chainsaws

Plumbers & Gani tters and small engine products. Briggs & Stratton, Honda & Robin Engines.

WE SERVICE, SHARPEN AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS
Ph: (07) 343 9060 Rotary Hoes
57 Tallvho St, Rotorua

Lawnpmowers Generators
Reel Mowers Blower/Vacs

jon@lewisplumbing.co.nz
www. . lewisplumbing.co.nz

Chainsaws

Ride-On Mowers Water Blasters &
Line Trimmers Pumps

Scrub Cutters « Splitters

» Forestry Pruning Equipment
@Husqvama
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LAKE OKAREKA HALL HIRE

PLEASE REMEMBER
Our Community Hall is available for hire by
Local residents or “not local”
If anyone wants to start classes
eg dance, yoga, indoor bowls, art etc OR
Wedding receptions, meetings, functions.

CONTACT us for
Prices and availability for evenings or weekends

7 days notice is appreciated and a bond is required,
which will be refunded providing the hali
Is left as clean and tidy as you found it.

PS Gents, if you are tall, remember to smile

When you go to the loo !!
Check it out.

For bookings and information on hire charges

Contact
Megan Douglas 3628 682
Carol Christian-Price 3628 702
Susan Brown 3628 568
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LORRA have a number of Pos-
sum Traps for loan to residents,
supplied by EBOP.

We all know there is a very suc-
cessful possum eradication pro-
gramme in place outside the mar-
gins of Lake Okareka village but
little account has been taken of
the possum population inside the
village.

Many may be surprised to learn
that there are considerable num-
bers of this pesky pest living in the village. Obviously this population is
free to migrate out and repopulate the areas where the eradication pro-
gramme has been running.

Now we have an answer and with the support of EBOP we are now able to
loan the very popular and highly efficient Timms Possum Trap.

These traps are available on loan for up to 3 weeks at a time so LORRA
encourages residents who wish to join in the battle against possums to get
a trap.

We have a register and also wish maintain records of the possums
“apprehended”, so ask that trap users help with this.

If we can make an impact on the possum population everyone will benefit.

Traps are available from Don Gollan ph 3628-617.
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' Events at Okareka or Tikitapu (Bluc Lake) |

Breakfast TIKITAPU Sunday 21 June 2009, 10am - 11.30am,
Lunch Life Education Trust Rotorua ~ MID WINTER SWIM
Dinner

OKAREKA Saturday morning 11 July 2009.
Sewage Grinder Pump on display + continuous video at Okareka Hall.

Ph 348 8818
www.Capers.co.nz

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Do you need a hand ???
with general section tidying , fencing and painting. Have own mulcher

Okar eka T"‘ ShlI‘tS available. Rates negotiable.

phone Bob Morrison 3628500

4 colours available School Holiday Care
available for 6+ years. A couple of hours, couple of days or whole holidays.
All sizes - children and adults For more info phone Katrina Hyde 3628 581
. Wanted to bu
$20 children Highchair, cot{:mdlor portacot, safety door barriers single x2 and double x1.
$25 aduilts Local homebased Educator always looking for good quality used baby gear
and toys.
Phone Carol 3628 702 Phone Katrina Hyde 3628 581

Trees felled for free - Conditions apply
Phone : Chris 3628 679 or Peter 3628 108.

Heather Horton (Artist) - Watercolours, Oils, Pastels and lead-lighting work

Lake C)kareka Postcards ‘ can be seen in the studio. Works are for sale, or can be ordered.
: Phone 3628 165
Available from LORRA, atacostof $5 for 10.. LJ Hooker Marquee and L.J Hooker Bear Suit - Available FREE of charge
Contact. Carolph 3628 702 for community use. Marquee 6m x 8m. Booking essential.
' Phone I.J Hooker on 3485 058
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