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Dear Lake Okareka Ratepayers and Residents

As 1 sit to write this final report for the last quarter of
2005, T am reflecting over a very busy year for the
LORRA Committee. While some may have seen the
LORRA Committee as being “a rudderless ship, without
a captain”, (no Chairperson) each member has under-
taken a number of responsibilities, including acting as
Chairperson for a month at a time. The Committee has
worked well as a team and have shared the workload
over the vear. Some of the results of this work will be
¥ evident in the articles written for this newsletter. Each
and every LORRA Committee member should be thanked for their contribution
to the Okareka community.

The LORRA Committee have continued to liase with various local and regional

authorities and groups on a number of issues. Some are reported on in more
depth later in this Newsletter—

1 Meetings and discussions with EBOP and RDC representatives in rela-
tion to Lake Okareka Catchment Management Action Plan (LOCMAP)

Regular contact with Utilities Manager, Greg Manzano of Rotorua Dis-
trict Council in relation to the proposed sewerage scheme

Meeting with Dept of Conservation representatives in relation to access
to Acacia Peninsula and DoC plans in regard to old water ski club build-
ing and access to that area

A LORRA representative attends meetings of the Rotorua lakes Com-
bined Ratepayers Group, discussing matters in relation to rates, valua-
tions, progress on the community boards

Regular representation at meetings of the Lakes Water Quality Society

Regular contact with RDC in relation to Rates restructuring — RDC have
offered us a regular schedule of meetings for 2006 with the Mayor and
the Eastern Ward Councillors

Facilitating an Okareka community meeting to hear the Ngati Whakaue
presentation on Crater Lake Farm proposals
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Improving communication within the Okareka community is continuing to ex-
ercise LORRA Committee member’s minds. The new notice board is now up at
the boat ramp and is available for use. Please contact 362 8865 or 362 8480 if
you wish to place an advertisement or notice on the board.

The web site is slowly progressing with some funding support being provided
by Okareka community members — thank you so much for that. Hopefully there
will be a full report about the web site, and maybe some bumper stickers for
sale as well - at the AGM.

A submission was made to the Rotorua Lakes Recreation Strategy. In this we
urged Environment Bay of Plenty to have on going dialogue with the Okareka
community in relation to governance of surface of the water activities on Lake
Okareka. We also asked for more meaningful signage at the boat ramp and dis-
tribution of water safety educational material for the boaties using the lake.

It is with much regret that LORR A received resignations recently from James
Blakely and Nicola Kiernander. LORRA would like to thank both of these peo-
ple for the wonderful contributions that they have made to this community.

The date for the LORRA Annual General Meeting is fast approaching, details
are posted in the Newsletter. It is my strong wish to see as many LORRA mem-
bers as possible attend this meeting. We look forward to receiving nominations
for the LORRA Committee prior to, or at the AGM. We urge you to come along
to this meeting with any matters that you may have to discuss. I look forward to
seeing Okareka ratepayers and residents at the AGM on the 29" January 2006.

Finally I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the LORRA Commit-
tee, to wish everyone a peaceful, safe and relaxing break with families and
friends, over this festive season.

Sandra Goodwin

LORRA Secretary
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§ For bookings and information on hire charges z
5 %
N Contact Sue Gollan (Hall Secretary) ®
& PH 362 8617 N
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- Crater Lake Park Proposal .

Recently the land owners and management of Crater Lake Farm presented to
the Okareka community their proposals for the farm.

This is a summarv of “Crater Lake - Consultation Document™.

“Crater lake Park is a visionary project that establishes a new environmental
land use strategy for the development and management of the 265 hectare Cra-
ter Lake farm property with the primary objectives of

1 Managing the land resource and land use practices so as to reduce nutri-
ent outputs to protect and enhance lake water quality and natural charac-
ter

2 Revegetating significant landforms within the property including the
natural western ridge and drainage corridors as well as protecting Te
Whekau Lagoon wetland

3 Creating a quality, low density rural lifestyle environment attuned to the
values of the locality

4 Establishing a unique open space, recreational and wilderness experience
located in one of New Zealand’s special natural and cultural landscapes™

“The concept management for Crater Lake Farm involves:

1 Retirement of the steep western ridge from grazing and active revegeta-
tion with locally sourced indigenous species...

2 Retirement of gully systems that drain to Lake Tarawera from grazing,
and active planting...

3 Protection of Te Whekau as a Maori reserve. Limited grazing to manage
land cover, weed control and strategic vegetation...

4 Retention of some areas of grazing at significantly reduced stock rates to
manage pasture growth and maintain a ‘rural amenity landscape’...

5 Use of created wetlands and ponds to filter overland runoff and to en-
hance wildlife habitat

6 Retirement of 16.5 ha from grazing though creation of mown parkland

landscape supporting amenity specimen and grouped tree plantings of in-
digenous and exotic species
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7 Provision of recreational amenities including 6 hole golf links, tennis
courts, stables, community club house for residents use

§ Location of up to 40 individual homestead sites, up to 10 clustered forest
edge residential sites, and a small lodge/café/restaurant with up to 20
rooms. Each house / building site specifically sited to maintain separa-
tion and individual qualities and to manage off site impacts including
visibility...

9 High tech modern waste water treatment systems with a focus on nutrient
stripping

10 Building controls including height restrictions, natural / recessive mate-
rials, colours, low reflectivity, scale of earthworks controls

11 Proposed lodge / café located to provide wider community facility and to
provide accommodation for Western Okataina walkway

12 Strategic revegetation and landscape amenity planting (more than 60ha
total revegetation / retirement of land for planting)

13 Existing remnant pockets of vegetation within the farm connected
through active revegetation, to DoC reserve and Okareka bush areas cre-
ating ecological corridor™

The Benefits

A prime motivation for Ngati Whakaue and the joint venture partners...is the
desire to significantly reduce the nutrient foot print of the property and thereby
assist in the protection and enhancement of the lakes’ water quality.

The nitrogen and phosphorus reduction targets for Lake Okareka is 2,500 kg/
year of nitrogen (N) and 80kg/year of phosphorus (P), as stated in LOCMAP.

Sewerage reticulation and wetland / reeds restoration can meet the N reduction
target. However 60 kg / year of (P) needs to be reduced to meet the targets.

EBOP has reviewed the current Crater Lake Park concept and notes that the
proposal reduces P by 65.4 kg / year (using NPLAS). N is also reduced by 249
kg / year. This is a 69% P and 53% N decrease from the existing farm’s nutrient
export to Lake Okareka catchment, ... In addition similar benefits can be ex-
pected for other lakes within the catchment.”

Rick Vallance is available at the Ngati Whakaue office, 348 8887 to answer
questions. He will come and speak to anyone who is interested. He will be pre-
sent following the AGM to speak further on this proposal.
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airshots

Aerial photography |
Waterfront and residential homes
— lifestyle blocks — scenic photography

Photos of Okareka homes are now on file. Call to inspect |
your area. The photo guality is guaranteed and prints are |
at very reasonable rates. Ideal gift with a difference.

Phone Betty: 3459162 or 025 997711

Email: airshots@actrix.co.nz
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Rotorua Public Library
Mobile Library (Librus)

The Mobile Library visits Lake Okareka every Monday afternoon from
2:00pm until 3:30pm. It is parked at the reserve by the boat ramp, just
around the corner from the old shop.

Providing a wide range of books for your reading pleasure, the Mobile library
has all types of books from children's board books for the very young through
to Adult non-fiction for the patron who enjoys a more serious type of offering.
Hobby books, large print books, a good assortment of novels and an interesting
range of children and young adult books are all available. Music CD's, videos,
talking books for young and not-so-young, toys and jigsaws for children all
await your selection.

If vou have a request for either a certain title, author, or subject, please call the
library on Ph. 07 348 4177 and they are more than happy to put the item on
the Mobile Library, ready for you to collect on the next visit to your area.

Perhaps you have a suggestion or a comment for the Rotorua Public Library -
please feel free to contact us with this. We are always happy to receive your in-
put.

Rose, Brian and Leigh hope to see you Monday afternoons, bring your friends
and tell your neighbours!

Mobile library service I

The Rotorua Public Library mobile van visits the Lake Okareka jetty
every Monday 2.00—3.00pm.

The mobile Library carries a good selection of fiction and non-fiction books for all

ages, including large print, magazines and children’s jigsaws. Special requests can

be made for talking books, music CDs and cassettes, videos, and specific subjects.
The mobile librarian is happy to discuss ways in which to improve their service.

— —
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(formerly of Tarawera Art Gallery)

You can now view paintings of
Lake Okareka, Tarawera, efc
at my studio

11 Banksia Place, R.D.4. Rotorua
(second on left past the Whakatane turnoff)

Probably best to phone first

Also original embroidery designs in charts or kits
Email: tarart@wave.co.nz www.denisking.com

Phone 362 4438
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' Lake Okareka
Ratepayers' and Residents' Assn

(LORRA)

Annual General Meeting

Sunday 29" January 2006
(Auckland Anniversary weekend)

at the Lake Okareka Hall

11am to 12 noon

© Everyone is welcome ©

LUNCH FROM 12 NOON TO 1.00PM
WILL BE PROVIDED BY RDC AND EBOP

Programme following lunch

1

! 1 EBOP - Update on LOCMAP matters —

| water quality, Phoslock

| 2 RDC - Greg Manzano and team from RDC —

' presentation on the sewerage scheme.

Find out about what is being proposed.

3 Crater Farm Park proposal —

a summary of the proposal by Rick Vallance.
There is a possibility Rick will be able to provide a
farm tour in relation to the proposal for those inter-
ested — this will be confirmed closer to the time.

For further information
please contact Sandra Goodwin 362 8865
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Lake Okareka Management Action Plan
~ (LOCMAP) Update |

by John Roper

Environment Bay of Plenty (EBOP) coordinates this plan to reduce the level of
nutrient input into the Lake Okareka catchment and consequently improve the
longterm water quality of the Lake and meet the Trophic Level Index (TLI) tar-
get of 3.0 or less. The plan involves the Rotorua District Council (RDC), local
Iwi represented by the Te Arawa Trust Board, and the local community repre-
sented by LORRA (Don Gollan, John Roper, Marcel van Leeuwen and Sandra
Goodwin) and other interested parties.

The most significant current action is the Lake Okareka Sewage Scheme being
managed by Greg Manzano of the RDC, and is being reported on separately.
The piping of the sewage effluent back to the main Rotorua RDC treatment
plant for nutrient stripping represents a “best possible’ outcome for the Lake
Okareka community, and will contribute in a very significant way to meeting
the nutrient reduction targets under LOCMAF.

EBOP have been proactive in the use of 20 tonnes of Phoslok (reported in last
newsletter) to target dissolved reactive phosphate in the Lake’s water column
and sediments and the outcome will be monitored by EBOFP, NIWA. and the
Unversity of Waikato (Dr David Hamilton). It is proposed to repeat the appli-
cation in 2006 and 2007. EBOP have also been active in introducing “Rule 11°
which caps fertiliser (= nutrient) input on farmland to historical levels within
the catchment as a potential means of achieving further reductions. The
mechanisms for applying ‘Rule 11” are still being worked through.

Other actions include Land Use Change and the local landowners have been ac-
tive in proposing some changes — see the proposals for Crater Lakes Farm for
example. There has also been a significant effort to fence and plant shorelines,
particularly those associated with the Okareka walkway, so that direct stock ac-
cess to the lake is eliminated and runoff from farmland is reduced.

In summary, everyone’s contribution to the LOCMAP process and resultant ac-
tions are much appreciated and it will only be with continued effort that we can
further improve the water quality and help protect our most wonderful natural
asset.
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Tikitapu Scenic Reserve
Pest Control Programme

The pest control programme in the Tikitapu Reserve is
a combined project between DoC, EnvBoP and the Rotorua
branch of Forest and Bird, with the objective to reduce the
rat and possum populations, to protect the rare native mistle-
toe, to enable the bush to regenerate, and to increase the
native bird life. The Rotorua Botanical Society are also in-
volved and do weed control and planting of suitable host
plants for the mistletoe.

1 - The project relies upon our group of volunteers, who
N turn out regularly, to enable the work to be done. EnvBoP
have kindly rewarded us with several BBQ's which have
been greatly appreciated, and provided a welcome chance
to socialize.

The third year of the programme is now completed,
and has successfully reduced the rat population to an acceptable level over the
birds' breeding season. Hopefully residents living near the reserve will also
have noticed a reduction in rat activity.

One hundred and twenty dead possums were found after the poisoning
and it can be assumed that there would have been others that were not found.
EnvBoP have just completed a residual trap catch, and not surprisingly, have
found quite a number of possums have reinvested the fringes of the reserve in
the five weeks since the poison was removed. It is hoped that a change in the
programme next vear will be able to help prevent this happening, at least until
the birds have fledged safely.

It has been encouraging to hear comments about the increase in the bird
song heard, the numbers of birds seen in the village and the improved health of
the bush.

It would be great to have some more local Okareka people involved with
this project, and so, if you think you might be able to lend a hand next year, or
have any queries, please contact us.

Frances and James Blakely, Ph 362 8480
or e mail blakelys/@paradise.net.nz
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% Heavenly
Hairstyles

Proﬁsswna[ Work at Affordable Prices

Cuts: Women $10 -$15 2
Men/Children $10 Phone Shirley on
By appointment only 362-8345

Other salon services available
ASK ME
Available any day except Sunday — Home Based

10 Millar Road, Lake Okareka

Family or friends coming to stay?
Worried about where to put them?
We have the solution - BEDS available from $25 pp.

Accommodation is modern and clean,
with a well equipped kitchen and outdoor courtyard for guests.

We can accommodate singles, doubles or small groups.

e Call and inspect any time.

Lyons Lake Stay
R Ph +64 7 362 8790 !

S A AN, Fax +64 7 362 8815 i
Lyons Lakestay, | Mobile 021 532 640
8 Okareka Loop Rd, | Email: lyonslakestay@xtra.co.nz |
RDS5 Rotorua I Web: www.lakestayrotorua.co.nz |

FOR HIRE: < KAYAKS &+ MOUNTAIN BIKES

Hourly, half and full day rates.
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' New Valuations

The long awaited new valuations are now out. It has been anticipated that there
would be a substantial rise; few however would have anticipated such a leap in
land value.

Okareka’s average land values rose by 130% and the capital values by 81%.
Any blow to ratepayers will fortunately be somewhat cushioned as the urban
values also had a sharp rise. Rotorua Urban land values rose by 94% and capi-
tal values by 52%. Average Okareka Capital Values are now $697,000 and the
average value over the whole Residential Rotorua area is $235,000. We were
unable to get a separate figure from Quotable Value for just the Rotorua Urban
area.

In May 2005 LORRA, along with other Rural Residential areas, made submis-
sions to R.D.C. Draft Annual Plan regarding the present anomalies in the rating
system. In September R.D.C. issued a Rating Review document that set out the
parameters for a total review of the way rates are to be set. This will include in-
vestigation into changing from a Land Value basis to that of Capital value.
‘Whatever method is adopted it is hoped that full recognition of the inequalities
of the present system and the totally unjustified 35% rise in our rates in 2003-
04 will be taken into consideration.

As an example of the present inequalities we have brought to Councils attention
an actual comparison of two properties with the same capital value of
$440,000. The urban property with a land value of $90,000 is currently paying
$864.90 in General Rates while the Okareka counterpart with a land value of
$330,000 is paying $2220.90. If capital rating is adopted both would pay the
same. Should land value still be used there will have to be a very substantial
drop in the differential to achieve a fair and equitable system. Targeted rating
could also assist so that those with full services would pay more.

At this point we don’t know how the new valuations will affect our rates. We
have been advised by Jack Sharland, Council’s Director of Corporate Services,
that ratepayers will be included in early discussions. It is to be noted however
that in the Councils Rating Review document, in the Timetable for Policy Re-
view item 15 “Consultation”, that this is not scheduled until April- May. This
would be totally unacceptable. It would be like 2003-04 when the
“Consultations™ consisted of being told in May that it had been decided by
Council that Rural Residential rate would be raised by some 35% when the new
rates were struck in July,
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If full recognition of the present anomalies are taken into consideration our
rates could even drop, but this could be wishful thinking. Should this happen it
may be only short lived as we will still have the yet unknown contribution to
the sewerage system. Talking of sewerage systems, the sooner the better, Blue
green algae has recently been identified in our lake.

 Combined Lakes Retepayers Assn

Regular meetings have been held during the vear with representatives of the Ta-
rawera, Rotoiti and Rotoma Ratepayer Associations to exchange information
and address problems common to the lakes communities.

Major problems that are of ongoing concern to all residents and ratepayers are -

WATER QUALITY—Property values will rise and fall on the water quality
(eg. Rotoiti) and every effort continues to be made to ensure both Central and
Local Government are aware of the consequences of allowing rural production
around the lakes to escalate without adequate knowledge of environmental im-
pacts and effective management controls.

RATES-—-The current "land value" system of levying rates has resulted in the
lakes ratepayers funding a disproportionate percentage of RDC's income and
has become a "wealth" tax. The new property valuations and sewerage costs
will widen the gap further between urban and rural rates and a more equitable
system 1s urgently required.

REPRESENTATION—The Combined Lakes Associations are promoting the
establishment of a Community Board which will give us much greater input
into the District planning and decision making process.

The petition for a Community Board (signed by over 25% of the electors in the
Rotorua Lakes District) was presented to the RDC in September and subse-
quently rejected. This decision is being appealed to the Local Govt. Commis-
sion and will be heard early in the New Year. It is also interesting to note the
RDC is now reviewing its "Ward" system of electing Councillors.

Geoff Palmer
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A note from the Treasurer
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Something of a record was set this year with 188 subs received.
That is really good news. We take it as an endorsement of
£ our efforts on your behalf and thank you very sincerely.

—

I Our expenses are largely small - except when have to em-
| ploy a lawyer to take a case to RDC, the environment court
. or whoever. At the moment work on improving the lake
2P water quality, disputing rates, and getting a sewerage sys-

tem installed mean many meetings but no legal costs —
thankfully.

While 188 subs is good news, it means, sadly, that there are about 100 resi-
dents or ratepayers who choose not to support LORRA. If this is because there
is something vou are not happy about, we need to know, so we can do some-
thing about it. So I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours,
Bryvan Walford

THOMPSON MARINE

A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1896) Ltd
Cnr Old Taupo & Sunset Roads, PO Box 1337, Rotorua
Phone (07) 348 4997 Fax (07) 349 2944

Pamper Your Guests with
Fine Cuisine & Excellent Service

Arawa Park Function Centre Fenton Street Rotorua
Phone: 07 348 3885 Email: rotoruai@thecateringco.co.nz

Sales & Service of Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser Stern Drives,
Marine Accessories, Water Skis, Life Jackets & Ski Vests, Electronics

Outboards Sterndrives MERCURY
2 Stroke Petrol & Diesel AT R
4 Stroke
Optimax ' Specialised Maintena nce & Service |
Supercharged . on all Marine Engines g
also incorporating
THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY

Repairs + Furniture Recovering + Boat Canopies - Sguabs
« Hull Linings + Forestry Clothing, Chaps, Pouches etc.
Phone Jason on 348 4441

THOMPSON LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS (1996) LTD
Phone (07) 348 4441 Fax (07) 349 2944
Sales & Service of all brands of Forest & Garden Equipment.

Rotorua Agents for Husgqvarna Chainsaws, Trimmers, Ride-On Mowers. Walker
Ride-On Mowers. Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda Mowers. Oleomac chainsaws
and small engine products. Briggs & Stration, Honda & Robin Engines.

WEe SERVICE, SHARPEN AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

« Chainsaws = Rotary Hoes

« Lawnpmowers « Generators

« Reel Mowers « Blower/\acs

« Ride-On Mowers « Water Blasters &
« Line Trimmers Pumps

» Scrub Cutters « Splitters

« Forestry Pruning Equipment
W Husqgvarna
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Lake Okare[_gca Pre-School
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'y e : 4 §We wish you a Merry Christmas
‘ WSS, .+ We wish you a Merry Christmas 5l

By the time you read this many of you
will have heard the children singing this in
AR ARL - their annual nativity production, they are so

TEE T excited to be able to gift their play to the
community. Every rehearsal is filled with much love, langhter and anticipation
many smiles, much clapping and the hope that Santa will soon be outside on
the Fire Engine. Our teachers Debbie Hayward & Leslie Goddard have a diffi-
cult job directing as it is not until the day of the performance that the children
finally decide which role they are going to play!! Such is the spontaneity and
flexibility of youth.

We have had another wonderful term at Preschool, whist we currently have
low numbers we are enjoying making good friends and all the benefits of a low
teacher to child ratio. The children enjoy the space, many thanks to the Council
for spraying the weeds and to the parents for all the gardening in the play-
ground. The children have enjoved planting new plants in the garden & are cur-
rently trving to grow Lake Okareka’s largest pumpkin so please feel free to call
in for a look to see if it is larger than yours.

Our theme this term has been space and the night sky. the children have
worked all term towards the creation of a magnificent backdrop for Jesus” birth.
Their artwork is inspirational as is their motivation, energy, enthusiasm and
teamwork.

We have enjoved strengthening our links with Lynmore school this term. We
enjoyed front row seats at their recent Weather or Not production and the op-
portunity of seeing some familiar faces that we miss at preschool.

This term we have arranged a fashion parade for the children as a fund-raiser
in conjunction with Just Kids. The children will be modelling down the gold
catwalk and hopefully parents will be coming to do some Christmas shopping.
We do appreciate all the contributions from parents and the wider community
to help us raise money. We are confident that this contributes to an amazing
preschool that we are very proud of.

Finally, our sincere thanks to Leslie & Debbie for all their work this year, to
all our parents for their contributions and most of all for their children who con-
tinue to remind us of what joy really means at Christmas. Wishing everyone
at Okareka much joy this Christmas.

Cate Mills, LOPSEG

Indigenous Biodiversity
‘Advice Administrator

I Introductory article I

Hello all,

My name is Arron Conn, the successful applicant for the newly created posi-
tion of Indigenous Biodiversity Advice Administrator (BAA). The position
is managed by a committee, with members representing DOC, EBOP, WBOF,
WDC, RDC, ODC, Eastern Fish and Game, and the New Zealand Landcare
Trust. The position is based in the Tauranga office of Environment Bay of
Plenty.

My experience includes various aspects of environmental management from
animal pest control to working for the Department of Conservation. As an eco
tour guide I worked for international groups throughout New Zealand, and at
the vellow-eyed penguin reserve on Otago peninsula.

Smaller fragments of native vegetation can often act as refuges for uncommon
native plant and animal species, which may breed and spread out to other areas.
Well-managed vegetation fragments can prove to be major contributors to bio-
diversity and strongholds for those species that may be threatened within larger
reserves and the national park system.

This position is to be the initial point of contact for people wishing to source
information, technical assistance and advice for indigenous biodiversity man-
agement and enhancement in the Bav of Plenty region. The BAA will be able
to provide direction to the relevant person in the relevant agency for an effec-
tive response to biodiversity enguiries.

For any enquiries relating to indigenous biodiversity or to request information
about encouraging biodiversity, please contact Arron Conn at Environment
Bay of Plenty. Your enguiries will be answered promptly and the appropriate
expertise will be made available to assist you.

Arron Conn,
Free phone: 0800 BIO BOP 246 267 or 029 368 8505
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Landcare Qkareka Report | :

Stage 2 of the Okareka Walkway development has been almost completed in
recent weeks. This work has been done with the benefit of an Environment Bay
of Plenty Environment Enhancement Fund grant of $90,000. The walk way up-
grade to wheel chair / pushchair standard to Silver Beach, including some nec-
essary drainage work has been completed. There is some more gravel to be
spread on some parts of the track, but the funding for that will be coming from
RDC maintenance funds. The track from Silver Beach to the outlet has been
upgraded to a good safe walking standard as part of the EEF project.

Other parts of the project included the construction of composting toilets at
Silver Beach, a shade structure at the kowhai grove and the bird hide in the
wetland. All structures are now complete and in use. Much voluntary work has
gone into their design, and finishing. This has included staining, putting on
brush sticks, putting up door closures, information displays, and landscape
planting at the toilets.

There are still some seats to be placed out along the walkway in some very
beautiful spots. We hope you will enjoy the views and a rest from these seats.
Hopefully there will also be some money available to provide a few picnic ta-
bles as well.

All in all, this has been a worthwhile project that has demonstrated wonderful
co-operation between Landcare Okareka and Rotorua District Council staff. In
particular Landcare Okareka would like to thank Brent Smith from RDC Parks
and Recreation.

The completion of the project was celebrated recently with an Open Day for
all of those who had been involved with the project - a day of perfect weather,
enjoyed by all those who attended.

Landcare Okareka would like to publicly acknowledge the drive and enthusi-
asm of co-ordinator since its inception, Joan Grace. Joan’s efforts launched the
group initially. She also put a huge amount of time and energy into securing the
funding for Stage 2 of the Okareka walkway project. Joan is resigning from the
Landcare Okareka Steering Committee to concentrate on projects along with
husband John, on their property at Kaharoa.

Landcare Okareka volunteers have spent a lot of time planting wetland plants
along the lake margins over the past few months. We were very fortunate to be
offered several thousand magnificent wetland plants from Naturally Native
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Nursery in Whakatane. These plants will add to the biodiversity around the lake
and also help with the taking up of nutrients. Over this planting season in 2005
Landcare Okareka have planted in excess of 7000 plants — a great effort, well

done team!

Landcare Okareka continue with projects around the village, and have re-
cently topped up the mulch at the Hall, and around the new plantings opposite
Summit Road / Loop Road intersection. Landcare Okareka is trying to improve
the general appearance of the village, albeit slowly. Residents can help these ef-
forts by removing and controlling pest weed plants on their properties and espe-
cially road frontages. If you would like some helpful advice please give Rod or
Sandra a call.

Landcare Okareka will be planning new plantings in the new year, for next
planting season. We have a number of projects to go on with and we are always
grateful for Okareka residents help.

If you would like to know more please contact
Sandra 362 8865 or Rod 362 8523

The AGM was held on 2™ October 2005.

| Subs for the season were set at $75 for family membership.
John Battersby (Ph 362 8282) is the incoming President, and
Hongli Qiu is Treasurer.

Steffen Lotzmann (Ph 362 8106) and John Roper (Ph 362 8410)
are on the committee.

Keys are available on payment of the membership fee to any one of the Club’s
Committee listed above. .

For prospective new members, the entrance to the courts and clubhouse 1s
along a driveway off Steep St, adjacent to the one-lane bridge, heading away
from the lake. The club has two courts, and family membership comes at the
very modest price of $75 per season. Do come along and join up! You don’t
{have to be highly competitive and can just play as a family group etc as the oc- |
casion demands.
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ir _ Rats Rats Rats

i

| The battle against this resilient rodent continues
;with nearly 70 traps scattered around the commu-
inity. The progamme is modeled on the very suc-
cessful Tarawera initiative where there are over
400 traps set. This has resulted in an enormous
\improvement in the bird populations as rats are
{one of native birds main predators.

| The traps used are Bob Scope’s design which re-
{cently won an EBOP environmental award. They
{are easy to use & specifically target rodents. If
|you need traps they are $25.00 whilst the bait is supplied by EBOP free of
{charge. Help lower the rodent population in Lake Okareka by joining the bat-
{tle. The support of EBOP is much appreciated in this war against rats.

Traps & bait are available from Don Gollan Ph 617.

e T T T WS s -

23 The Newsletter

Communify_ QOuting -

e

TELFER:

2

Call and see Grant and Shona
and the team at

TELFER MARINE

for all of your boating
requirements:

£* Boat servicing and maintenance
1+ Large range of chandlery
1+ New and used boat sales
<+ Dreamboats membership

236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand. Phone: (07) 345 9854
Fax: (07) 345 9857 Email: telfermarine/@xtra.co.nz

Cal OVNMR = T Pucconeer- wscmsmirsms

e EVINRUDE

Recently the team from the Lake Okareka Community Fund had the pleasure of
taking some of the senior and longer term residents of our special COmmumity
on an outing to Lake Tarawera.

On a gloriously sunny day we enjoyed the hospitality of Janet and Chris Wat-
more at Waitangi Lodge; where we strolled through the grounds of this beauti-
ful property set on the shores of Lake Tarawera. We then adjourned to Spencer
Lodge for a ‘light lunch’- where some wonderfully fascinating stories were re-
counted over a very robust and laughter filled three course lunch.

Without the generosity of the Watmores at Lake Tarawera and the help of
Robin and Karen Trewin, who helped with the transport arrangements — this
day would not have been possible, so “thank you® for your involvement.

From Rosie. Cathy, Annette and Sue, we would like to say a heartfelt “thank
you’ to our senior residents for accepting the invitation and giving us the privi-
lege of getting to know them all a little better. We sincerely hope the residents
had as much fun as we did and hope that events like this can become a more
regular part of community life as they certainly are special times together.

At this point I was supposed to print the photographs we took — unfortunately
our ‘official photographer’ had a slight technical hitch with her camera and
what she thought were beautiful photos of the day turned out to be a slightly
shaky (probably due too much laughter!) video which couldn’t be transcribed
for the magazine. ...

So you see we have to make another outing for some photographic evidence of
what a great time we had!

Merry Christmas from the
Lake Okareka Community Fund.
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' Lakes Water Quality Society Inc. }

To all members of LWOS

This letter gives notice of important events: our AGM., the Symposium Roto-
rua Lakes 2006, and a short notice discussion with scientists. We hope that you
will be able to come to these.

The AGM is on Monday Jan 30th at the Pikiao Rugby League Clubrooms,
Takinga St, Mourea at 10 am. Formal business will be dealt with expedi-
tiously in line with the traditions of the Society. We also will have speakers to
give an overview on the Lakes work, and on important new scientific and engi-
neering prospects]

We all knew that getting the lakes fixed would be a big job. But three or four
years ago when we were persuading the authorities to start action, few of us m
LakesWater Quality Society realised just how much detailed work would be
needed for years. A report to members on this work will be in our Annual re-
port which will be circulated before the AGM.

The Symposium Rotorua Lakes 2006 - Wonderful Lakes - what value? - who
pays? will be held on 6th and 7th March 2006, at the Park Heritage Hotel,
Rotorua.

The first issue is how to put a figure on the value of our splendid Rotorua lakes.
They are by far the most significant group of lakes in the North Island.

The second issue is how the cost of restoration should be shared. Negotiations
are taking place between officials, and we hope for good progress.

LWQS seeks in this Symposium to open the issue to informed public discus-
sion. We are inviting experts from NZ and overseas to provide the basis for
discussion at the Symposium. and subsequently as well.

Presentations on the current scientific knowledge about the lakes and their
problems, and on the official plans to fix them, will set the background to the
themes of the Symposium.

Speakers will discuss the economic and social basis of the value of the lakes.
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Others will deal with the ways in which costs should be shared. Public policy.
valuation and rating, and environmental economics will be covered. Specific
issues to be explored are: how should costs of cleanup of past pollution be
funded when the polluters have gone: how great is the national responsibility to
help keep NZ clean and green; what is the local capacity to pay. where does re-
gional responsibility begin and end; what account should be taken of past gov-
ernmental inaction?

Registration details: are available from

Website www.lakeswaterquality.co.nz,

Email symposium(@lakeswaterquality.co.nz

or contact Sympesium Secretary, Ann Green, 53 Te Akau Road, RD4,
Rotorua 07 362 4204 or

Registrations / Treasurer, Brentleigh Bond, PO Box 2008,

Rotorua 07 362 4700

Shert notice event:

Rotorua lakes are joining a global network, with the aim to sustain the lakes re-
sources of the world, The international scientists involved will be in Rotorua
and we can meet them.

Their Gleon project is monitoring lakes in real-time, with results continuously
available on the internet. (Website http://www.gleon.org/ describes the pro-
ject). Rotorua will have lakes joining the network.
The LakesWater Quality Society is hosting an informal gathering to enable
Rotorua people to meet the scientists. Come and meet them in a relaxed set-
ting - hear about the project - discuss it with them
Venue: Function Room at the Pig and Whistle
Cnr Tutanekai and Haupapa Sts, Rotorua
7.30 pm Monday 12 December
83 donation entry

We look forward to seeing vou at these important
events, especially at the AGM and the Symposium.

Yours sincerely
Ian McLean. Chair, LWQS.
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LORRA Website —
www.iakeokareku.or'q

The front page of this site is up with the site due
to be functional shortly. The site will be linked

to the EBOP and RDC websites for easy access

to those websites.

Any organisations who wish to have their own
page on this site please contact Don Gollan te
arrange this.

We all know it is not easy to keep in touch in Lake Okareka so a website will

be a welcome addition to our community. The LORRA Newsletter will be pub-

lished on the website as will any updates on the progress of LOCMAP. There
will also be an events calendar included which will enable anyone visiting the
site to click on a date on an electronic calendar to find out what's on, on that
date. If you have an event planned in Okareka send that information and we
will List it on the site calendar.

Contact email is: dongollan@cpfs.co.nz.

Bumper stickers will be available soon and we encourage residents to display
these on vehicles to help increase the website profile as we get it up and run-
ning.

Some sites to visit at this time as examples of the web designers work are:

WWW.eimage.co.nz www.downtown. net.nz WWW.IMENZONE.CO.NZ

For further details, any suggestions or comments
please contact Don Gollan Ph 362 8617.

Or the email address: dongollan@cpfs.conz.
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LORRA acknowledges the support of
Capers and The Pig & Whistle
for their sponsorship of this site.
Please support these locally owned enterprises.

.,‘,, S

WATCHDOG

WATCHDOG Security would like to notify all resident of the
current increase in burglary’s in the lakes district.

Did you know that
85% of home burglaries occur during the day

Watchdog are urging all residents to have their alarms monitored

Or
To look at installing an alarm system
Having a monitored alarm can

» Decrease your insurance premiums
« Increase the security of your property

Watchdog Guarantees to offer the best rates and will not be beaten
on service.

Watchdog is the only local monitoring security company and all of
our staff have intimate local knowledge of the area.

All enquires, please contact

WATCHDOG SECURITY
Ph: 3492111

or
Email: security@watchdog.co.nz
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_'_.Me.ssagefrbm the Harbour Master

I have decided to submit to three Ratepayer Organisation, one article. I believe
that it may be of interest for all to have an awareness of ‘what’s going on” at
other water bodies around the District, in the hope that the ‘common theme” be-
comes obvious. L

My core functions are that of Navigation and Safety. The Navigation part is
easy to comprehend, i.e. Buoyage, Beacons, Leaders, Hazards etc., but what of
the Safety? Safety of what? In essence, the efforts surrounding the Navigation
component can, and does, cater towards the Safety of mariners, their crews and
vessels. What are we trying to achieve? Well, we are trying to avoid a repeat of
the Queenstown death; through the education, demarcation and isolation of the
many and varied user groups on our waterways.

During the past twelve months, significant efforts have been applied in identi-

fying areas in which we believe the potential for tragedy is high. Subsequently,
plans have been formulated to protect (as much as possible) the safety of those
utilising our waters i.e. you, your families, friends, neighbours, workmates, etc.

Consultation with user groups and ratepayer organisations has ensued, plans
have been discussed, some accepted readily, others disposed of even quicker
and some altered to accommodate those with vested interest. As a result, inten-
tions to modify Navigation in four major water bodies have been made and will
be implemented prior to this Christmas.

Lake Rotoiti
Okawa Bay has historically seen residents ski to and from the backyards of the
houses along the Western Shore.

In 1976, the then Rotorua County Council decided against permitting this activ-
ity, mooting user conflict amongst the groups. This decision was met with dis-
taste from the residents and the decision to prohibit this activity was overturned
two months later. The Council never gazetted this situation.

Residents continue to ski from their lawns and back. The area is subjecttoa 5
knot restriction around it perimeter and the activity of *dropping’ skiers back
amongst the structures is considered dangerous.

Future Directions for use
As of 30 November 2005, skiers will be permitted to continue to ski from their
lawns provided the way is clear. This activity is endorsed from the point of
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view that the boat and skier are able to integrate into the pattern at speed and
are not likely to be hit by other vessels circulating.

Vessels will not be permitted to enter the 5 knot restricted areas when
dropping their tow. They must allow the skier to enter this margin and release,
reduce speed to 5 knots and then enter the restricted area and return to shore.

Lake Tarawera

Rangiuru Bay has a Boat Launching facility, bordered by a swimming area,
which borders a ski lane, which borders a number of jetties, moorings and an
acclaimed fly-fishing area. It is the ‘Okawa Bay’ of Lake Tarawera, the only
spot where ‘contacts’ take place regularly. By contacts I mean actual physical
contacts. Last season these were Boat vs. Swimmer, Boat vs. Kayaker and Boat
vs. Angler.

Rangiuru Bay ski lane is one of the longest standing in the District and the first
at Tarawera. Its position adjacent to the reserve and playground have made it
one of the most heavily utilised recreational areas throughout the District, by
the greatest cross section of user groups. User conflict (as we put it) is very
high in this location.

Rangiuru Bay ski lane is a temporary lane. It has traditionally been installed on
the 1™ December and removed on the 31* March annually.

Future Applications

This ski lane will not be installed this coming season. The results will be ana-
lysed as the season progresses and if its intended aim serves to provide the de-
sired added safety for users of this area; the ski lane will be abolished in its en-
tirety. The activity of Water Skiing {and other like towing activities) or exceed-
ing 5 knots, within 200 metres of shore, will be prohibited.

Lake Okareka

Boyes Beach (like Rangiuru Bay) is heavily utilised and accessible by land.
Whilst the 200 metre- 5-knot buoys are in situ, vessels continue to enter this
margin at speed and make way through swimmers to make landfall on the
beach. Temptation appears to run high and some decide to ski from this area.
Human nature (being what it is) causes many to swim out to the buoys, raising
the potential for contact of the worse kind i.e. fast moving Vessel vs. Swimmer.

In the past, user conflict was not very high. Changes in ‘leisure loading demo-
graphics’ (largely due to poorer water quality at Lake Rotoiti), has placed Lake
Okareka under siege. In the past three seasons we have witness exponentially
increasing numbers of vessgls choosing to launch here.

(o Fopa) fﬁ
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Most user groups recreate here. Conflict is high as a resuit. Intentions to in-
crease the restricted 5 knot water by about 4 percent were opposed, largely by
skiers crying foul that the water I had indicated to involve was the *best’ on the
Lake given prevailing wind. The proposal divided the community and interest
has been high. 1 personally am disappointed with the response; however, the
upcoming changes intend to satiate my concerns to some degree.

Future Usage
The Southern half of Boyes Beach running south to inciude all of Little Boyes

Beach is to be buoyed off as a ‘passive and swimming area only’. No vessels
will be permitted to enter this Passive Area. Vessels will be permitted to land on
the Northern half of Boyes Beach adjaoent tc— the Te a?kl Purea facility. J.L)
B a-.;.,ﬁ"ﬁ
Lake Tikitapu
Lake Tikitapu has swimming areas to the East and to the West of a central Ski
Lane. Right smack bang in the middle of the Take Off and Drop Off Zones (Ski
Lane) is a Boat Launching Ramp. The Drop Off Zone (in this case the right
side as you view the water from land) comes in adjacent to a very popular (and
large) sandy beach heavily utilised by swimmers for a long period of the sea-
son. To the East is a Passive Area extending to the far shore, which incorporates
a swimming area. This configuration has confirmed that demarcations of the
user groups does work, and thus forms the basis of the abovementioned man-
dates.

Tikitapu is close to town and therefore heavily utilised by many. It has tradi-
tionally been the focus for events and other surface water activities. The imme-
diate area has great facilities in the camp, reserves, toilets, playground, passive
and swimming areas and geographical size. The surrounding topography lends
much protection and the limited water area does not offer the fetch required to
frequently break the surface waters to a dangerous state.

With so many differing user groups, and such large numbers, Lake Tikitapu is a
Mavigation Management nightmare. Resources are often placed under pressure
by the frequent need to attend °situations’ that occur regularly here during the
season. Event Management adds to this pressure.

Future Directions for use

The Western side of the ski lane will be moved Eastwards and lie immediately
to the East of the Boat Launching Ramp. The eastern end (take off) will move
further east and lie adjacent to the playground (which is to be moved to the
Western Reserve). The Western beach (large one on the right) is to be set up as
a smaller passive area and swimming area much like the Eastern end.

No vessels will be permitted to enter the passive areas and swimming areas that
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will be found on the western end of the beach as well as the eastern end.
Incidentally, many of you may not be aware of the reason behind why the ski
lane at Lake Tikitapu is the only lane in New Zealand to operate clockwise.

If it were to operate anti-clockwise like all the others, the setting sun to the west
would blind the skipper of the tow vessel on approach to the drop off zone.

Setting the future scene now for surface water use enables us to focus on the
production of Lake Guides, user information pamphlets and signage. This in
turn raises education levels across the board and *future proofs’ our recreational
opportunities.

Quite obviously, in a perfect world, it would be nice to have full support for
these implementations. Unfortunately, living in a less than perfect world, I am
appreciative that some are opposed to change generally, whilst others will be
opposed to these specifics. My hope is that the bulk of you can and will appre-
ciate, having an overview of the District wide application, that these changes
are based on a desire and intent to improve Safety, avoid death and ease the
overall burdens my unit faces with the effective management of surface water
activities.

Just a reminder that for matters pertaining to Navigation and Safety, please
call 0800 368 267.

And from the team and me, we would like to take the opportunity to wish you
all a very merry Christmas, a Happy New Year and a Safe and Enjoyable Boat-
ing season. Sea you out there!

Yours in Boating,
Andrew Lang,

Harbour Master

Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner

C APER Sl

'CURE*
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Lake Okareka Sewerage
Scheme Report

This report was presented to LORRA Committee in late Octo-
ber by Greg Manzano, RDC. At that time Greg Manzano
reported:

Current status of Engineering design, consultation
and consents

|

a2

Lh

the preliminary design for the local reticulation system had been com-
pleted.

Preliminary design of the trunk main pipeline to town was underway and
completion date for design was to be late November 2005

Preliminary design and investigation of Tarawera-Okareka to town link
was underway, completion late November

Consultation with the community regarding location of pipelines and ac-
quiring consents was underway.

Due diligence investigation of low pressure pumping systems underway

Designation works underway. Expected to submit application early next
year

Subsidy Application Status

1

-

Provisional application to Ministry of Tourism submitted in September
2005 for $3m. Results expected late November 2005.

Provisional application to Ministry of Health submitted and further infor-
mation was required re option and water quality data. This will be sub-
mitted for the February 2006 application round, currently applying for
50% of the cost

Cost Estimates

1

12

3

Okareka Local reiculation System (based on preliminary design) $5.8
Million

Trunk Main (based on concept design) $4.91 M

Blue Lake / Public Toilets local system — currently being designed

Low Pressure Pumping Svstems
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1 About 30 units are being proposed for the area — lakeside properties at
Steep Street, Okareka Loop Road, Summit Road and Acacia Road

Will be constructed as part of the scheme and maintenance undertaken by
Council

]

3 Intention is to combine at least 2 houses in one system subject to agree-
ment of property owners. Issue is ability to connect the system to the do-
mestic power connection. Cost of running to be reimbursed.

4 Policy to be developed regarding construction, maintenance and opera-
tion of these systems

5 Further information regarding the system to be provided to property
OWNETS

Further to this last point, Greg Manzano has organised a meeting for those
affected by the low pressure pumping systems at the Lake Okareka Hall, on
Friday 16" December at 7.00pm. LORRA would urge all property owners so
affected to attend this meeting and learn more about the proposal.

If you miss this opportunity there is another following the AGM on Sunday
29" January 2006, when RDC will be making a presentation covering the
sewerage proposal in total.

Septic Tank Cleaning & Inspections

Plus Outlet Solid Filter Installations
(in accordance with EBOP recommendations)

Contact

Rotorua Waste Disposal
(Certified Inspectors)

REASONABLE RATES, PROMPT & EFFICIENT SERVICE
Small Truck—Easy Access

Phone Kath & Ray Peebles Jnr
121 Main Road, Ngongotaha

Phone (07) 357 4534
Mobile 021 349 236 (Ray) 021 296 5063 (Kath)




ALLENS UNITED
SEPTIC TANKS

Locally Owned & Operated
Servicing Rotoru urrounding Areas

FOR SEPTIC TANKS & ALL LIQUID WASTE
ENVIRONMENT B.O.P.
CERTIFIED INSPECTOR
24 HOURS - ROTORUA

PH: 332 3694

0800 4 ALLENS

0800 425 5367
FAX RO 332 2070
P.O. BOX 919, ROTORUA







