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Issue 1 - 2000

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT TO THE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF LAKE
OKAREKA RATEPAYERS AND

RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION INC.
OKAREKA HALL, SUNDAY 16 JANUARY 2000.

1 am pleased to present this report on the activities of your association for
1999. I will give only a summary of the issues dealt with but will be happy
to give any more details should they be asked for. Full details have been
published in our mewsletter but because not all residents support this
association, not all will be aware of them. In my mind, the following issues
have been the major ones;

1. Lake water quality and the associated matters of lake level control

and contamination from septic tanks and pasture runoff.

2. Septic tank inspections by environment BoP and differences of
opinion between EBoP and the Rotorua District Council on the
nature of the problem sand the action required.

The Tarawera lakes zone district plan.

4. Walkway around the lake, both that down the southern side
proposed by RDC, and a complementary track along the northem
and eastern sides to complete the circuit.

Tree felling in road reserves.

TV 3 reception.

A questionnaire that most of you, I hope, will have seen and
responded to.

L
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1. Lake water quality. Lake water quality is a concem to all residents, and
some who have observed the lake over a long period report that it does
not have the pristine clarity of some 50 years or so ago. Several factors
affect water quality: lake level, nutrients, and climate to name the major
ones.

EBoP has costed out options for improving the lake outlet contrel but as
yet has not actioned one. Nutrients come from farm runoff and effluent
from septic tanks. Regarding nutrients from septic tanks, LORRA
strongly supported the EBoP programme to inspect septic tanks by
obtaining quotes from operators and advertising this to members. It later
became apparent that this programme was deficient in that it addressed
only part of the problem:- it was unable to assess the condition of the
soakage field.
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It also became apparent that there was a difference of opinion between
EBoP and RDC on how and when the condition of septic tank systems
should be assessed and what remedial action should be taken. We urged
that EBoP and RDC meet to resolve their differences and a considerable
volume of correspondence has passed between EBoP RDC and ourselves
on this.

RDC has commissioned a study to determine the amount and source of
nutrients entering the lake from septic tanks. The results of this study
should be available soon. It may well be that only the tanks close to the
lake are actually releasing any nutrients to the lake. If this is the case
then it could be that only those arcas need to be considered for an
improved sewage disposal system such as pumping to a disposal field
away from the lake.

Tarawera lakes Zone Plan. Lengthy comment was made on Variation 12
to the District Plan. In its present form the variation seeks to protect the
comparatively unspoiled, natural character of the district. It is a long
process and we have no indication from RDC as to when the plan will be
finalised. We also made comment on a related matter, that of the
subdivision of Royal’s farm. That subdivision clearly contravened the
intention of the, as yet, inoperative variation as well as the Operative
District Plan, but has been approved anyway.

Walkway. The proposed construction of a walkway around the lake by
RDC and the Dept of Conservation was described at last year's AGM.
The RDC has advertised the related closure of a paper road through
Playne’s farm and received submissions. As far as we are aware,
progress on this depend on resolving the objections received.

Tree felling. Peter de Emest, Technical Assistant for Roading for RDC
took some committee members on a tour of road reserve vegetation that
posed a danger and which needed to be felled or pruned. You will have
noticed that eucalypts at the bottom of Summit Road and acacias along
Acacia Road have been felled as a result, A telated matter, that of
roadside mowing and spraying, has slso been brought to LORRA’s
attention, and we need to respond to that by the end of January.

TV3 reception. We have looked into thed provision of a translator to
allow the reception of TV3 in the village, Denis Falconer advises that it
will cost about $50 per household to achieve this and your opinion I8
sought on whether we should pursue the idea.
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6. Questionnaire. A questionnaire was compiled and given to some
residents. We are grateful for the response obtained. The questionnaire
had several objectives:
» To find out what issues really concern you.
* To raise awareness of hooning, and vehicle speed thorough the
village.
To raise the issue of trees that obscure views.
To canvass for members.

The issue of trees brought a fairly strong response but the retwrns have yet to
be collated.

Miscellaneous.

s We have maintained our relationship with the Rotorua Combined Lakes
Batepaye:s Association. They supported our concern over septic tanks
inspections, and raised issues of law enforcement in the face of reduced
Police numbers, and the possibility of using funds from the Rotorua
Energy Charitable Trust to reduce debt of the RDC.

e  On the social front there was a most enjoyable Carol Singing evening, a
Midwinter swim, a boot and trailer sale, and we contributed a large
amount to the staging of the Millennium Party on the lakefront of 7
Steep St.

¢  Production of the newsletter has changed hands from Rosemary Roper
and Mary Madsen to Bronwyn Austin. A hearty vote of thanks is due to
Rosemary and Mary for their faithful service to the community, and
thanks, too, to Bronwyn for taking on this task.

*  Finally, I am grateful for the active participation of the committee during
the past year and hereby express my sincere thanks.

Brian Walford
Chairman - Lake Okareka Ratepayers and Residents Association
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Te Ngae Road upgrad

As you are aware, construction work on Te Ngae Road has been
underway. The current program of works is detailed in the table below.
There are other works such as installation of traffic signals at pedestrian
crossings and works at the Te Ngae Shopping Centre which are not
included in the program but will be carried out.

The contractor for the physical works contract is a Rotorua based
company called Excell Corporation; they can be contacted by telephone
on 349 2615 or toll free on 0800 RDWORKS (739675). The

contractors would appreciate your tolerance and patience witin the next
three months of roadworks.

[ ITEM Approximate | Approximate
Start Date | Finish Date
Coulter to Bridge widening 120172000 | 07022000
Alfred Rd Left tum 1300172000 : 21/01/2000
Waingaehe Bridge to end widening 27012000 ¢ 240272000
Tarawera to lles widening 030022000 ! 06/03/2000
Neil Hunt Park Stormwater Structure | 02022000 | 13/03/2000
Stormwater Upgrade | 29/0172000 | 10/03/2000
Tarawera Road Roundabout 2100372000 | 09/05/2000
Owhata Road Roundabout | 21/037000 | 20/0472000
Pohutukawa Drive Left Turn | 05022000 | 01032000 |
Robinson Avenue Lefl Turn |7/022000 | 13/03/2000
Sunrise Avenue Left Turn 1700202000 | 13/03/2000
| Wharenui Road Left Tum | 200172000 | 21022000
Basley Road Left Turn _ 01032000 | 17/03/2000
Pumpkin Planet Lefi Tum | 041032000 | 21/03/2000
| Hannah Road Left Tumn 050022000 | 15/0272000
| [ Lee Road Lefi Tum | 05022000 ' 15/02/2000

lssue | - 2000

Please Be Patient !

More and more time delays are expected along TeNgae
road during the upgrading stages.

Speeding  through roadworks is a real concern to
contractors and is not unlike speeding through crash
scenes. past emergency services, without slowing down —
scary stuff.

Obey the speed restriction signs and warning lights please. 20kph is the
maximum speed through an accident scene.

Speeding to make up for lost time can hurt deeply - 11dkph along
TeN__t__-,ac road (70kph) = $510 and 50 demerit points. Don’t Risk It.

Senior Community Constable George Anaru
{From Mokoia Community News March 2000)

e@ﬂzqf_«l, e@mu D Lake Okareka

ﬂ Lake Tarawera

For any real cslate
requirements on propertics at
the Lakes, contact resident
specialist Cathy Lines

Fax 07 348 2381
A/H 07 362 8112
Mob 025274 0661
Office 07 348 5058

L J Hooker. Cnr Hinemoa & Amohia Streets, PO Box 77, Rotorua, DX
IP 30040, New Zealand, rotoruaggljh.co.nz MREINZ
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In the News...

PROPOSED SUBDIVISION ON ROYAL’'S FARM

Following the hearing of the application for consent to this residential
subdivision in the rural part of Millar Road by the RDC in December the
Council granted consent, subject to various conditions designed to minimise
adverse effects. LORRA and the Tarawera Lakes Protection Society opposed
consent because the proposal was considered contrary to sound planning
principles and the Council’s own policies and rules as set out in existing and
proposed plans. TLPS has appealed this decision to the Environment Court
and we support the appeal, if only to hold the situation until the provisions of
the Tarawera Lakes Zone Variation take effect.

TARAWERA LAKES ZONE VARIATION

This planning document which will substantially change how development in
the environs of Lake Okareka is managed was to have been notified for
submissions in October 1998. Because of the delay RDC has been under
pressure from the Environment Court and others to expedite the process, to
close loopholes currently being exploited by developers. At a recent briefing
the Council indicated its intention to publish the proposed Vanation by the
end of March. Our comments on a draft supported most of the proposed
provisions, but sought some tightening and other amendments. Although
details are not yet available, it appears the proposed Variation will be
generally in line with our wishes. If the document is not published by April
however we will support moves by the Tarawera Lakes Protection Society to
bring the matter before the Environment Court again.

OKAREKA WALKWAY: ROAD STOPPING

A year ago RDC called submissions on a proposal to replace
an unformed road around the southern lakeshore adjoining the
farmland with an esplanade reserve and strip. In conjunction
with this a walkway would be formed from Acacia Road to the
outlet, and an area of wetland would be retired from grazing
by fencing and planted. Since then the Council has been
negotiating to resolve two objections, which has now been
achieved. The legal process should be completed shortly, which will enable
physical work on the walkway and retirement area to commence.
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LAKE LEVEL CONTROL

Environment BOP, having considered the comments made by LORRA and
others last year on options for controlling the lake level and improving water
quality, have announced their preferred course of action, which will be
incorporated in a resource consent application to be notified shortly. They
propose to maintain the maintain the existing control mechanism, pipeline
and target level range, but will seek to control levels more effectively by
systematic operation of the valve, regular cleaning of the intake screen and
installing a boom to trap debris. A minimum flow of 100 l/sec would be
maintained while the level is above the minimum, and Fish & Game would
be consulted before adjusting the flow.

EBOP believes these measures would reduce the duration and extent of levels
exceeding the maximum following heavy rain such as in 1998. However our
preference remains for an increase in the capacity of the pipeline to largely
eliminate the problems caused by excessively high (or low) levels, and we
are likely to make
submissions to  this
effect on the resource
consent  application.
We  would again
appreciate the views of
residents on this issue.

Real Estate

DAVID HART REAL ESTATE MREIMNZ

For a FIRST or
SECOND OPINION!

Contact

NORMAN DONALD
(OKAREKA RESIDENT)

Ph 362-8190
Fax 362-8290

Mobile

025 950-189

Measures proposed to
reduce effects on lake
water quality and
people associated with
fluctuating levels
include implementation
of the On-site Effluent
Treatment Plan (ie.
bringing septic tank
systems up to
standard), adoption of a
minimum building
level 1.6m  above
maximum lake level
and obtaining a fenced
riparian buffer around
the lakeshore adjoining

farmland. We support
these proposals.

DAVID HART

REAL ESTATE
MREINZ

PH 07 348-

Y
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the L.ake

Okareka Ratepavers and Residents Association (LORRA)
Inc.

Held at Lake Okareka Hall. 10 am. Sunday 16 January 2000

Present 30 members and visitors. See separate list. Committee chairman
Bryan Walford. deputy chairman and treasurer Rod Stace. secretary Mark
Collet.

Opening Address  The Chairman, Bryan Walford, opened the meeting by
welcoming everyone present including special guests: Steve Chadwick MP.
Mayor Grahame Hall. EBOP Chairman John Keaney and EBOP Cnr
Rosemary Michie.

Apologies Max Bradford. Frank Brosnahan, Catherine Cauzhey. Don
and Sue Gollan, Bill Holden, Cliff Lee. Neil Oppatt, Maureeen Waaka.

Minutes of Previous AGM read and confirmed (Walford/Collet).

Chairman’s Report (attached) read and confirmed (Walford/Stace).

Matters Arising.

Roadside spraving Coby van Leewwen said that mowing would be better than
spraying. particularly if the cost was the same. She said that the use of
glyphosphate (Roundup). which had been linked with cancer. had been
banned by one Swedish council which had found residues in drinking water.
Fenella Plavne favoured mowing, which helped to spread forget-me-nots. but
that there were problems with bamboo. She said people in England loved
their roadside wild flowers, but that here spraying had killed off the roadside
ferns. Boh King said that spraying made the drive from town to the Blue Lake
unsightly. and that the drain beside his house had been sprayed twice. with
spray runoff polluting the lake. Frank Parsons said that Tauranga now only
spray salt water on verges. Christine Caughey said that Auckland City use an
organic spray: a steam spray was an alternative. We should make
representations to stop spraying. Robin Trewin said that an end to spraying
was important both in tourist areas and for the environment in general. Mayor
Grahame Hall said he would take the matter up - the days of spraying were
OVETL.
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Removel of roadside trees Anaru Rangihewa noted that road widening
removes trees. He was concerned about unnecessary removal of trees from
the road reserve. If native trees matred they would produce an attractive
archway effect. He agreed with Robin Trewin that the removal of exotic trees
was desireable and called for the cleared area opposite the shop to be tidied.
Bryan Walford said that Bill Holden (tree surgeon) had pointed out the need
to cut down dangerous exotics. The regenerating acacias in Acacia Rd held
the lake bank together. but would be cut down again in due course.

Road speeding Jolin MeFarlane said that if we could Lel community support
for control measures then the RDC would respond and their engineers would
advise on control methods,

Septic tanks Jehn Keaney said that EBOP had inspected septic tanks in 1999
and that a decision on a deadline for improvements would be made this year,
though the inspector could order immediate action if need be. Inspectors had
not inspected all the run-off fields. Rosemary Michie said that major
aberrations would be given priority eg where effluent did not go nto the
septic tank. or a tank had no bottom. Fenella Playne said her new septic tank
to replace one damaged by a bobeat had included a 40m level ground runoff
and cost 34k. Rod Stace asked what EBOP would do about people whose
inspections were overdue. Jolm Keaney said that there would be an approach
to people early in the new year. If everyone did the right thing by their septic
tanks then this would postpone the need for a sewage scheme, maybe
mdefinitely. The sewage scheme at Waihi beach was costing $1,000 per
house.

Robin Trewin said that run-off is the problem and that we needed 1o look at
ground water and nutrient plumes in the lake, with the main problem likely to
stem from lake edge properties. We had suggested that EBOP look at lake
edge properties first but they had looked at all septic tanks instead. Putting
septic tanks in order would not necessarily end the risk to the lake. John
Keaney said that if so, then further action might be necessary in limited areas.
The Chairman then closed the discussion as the points raised had already
been covered m correspondence and earlier discussions.

Other matters The Chairman proposed to cover other general matters at the
end of the meeting.

Treasurer’s Report attached; confirmed (Playne/Trewin).
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Subscriptions Rod Stace said that people were confused as to whether they
had paid their sub or not, so we would send out a separate a/c in future.
Resolved (Stace/Playne) that membership subscription be set at $20.

Newsletter John McFurlane said that we needed to get news out to the whole
community. Bof King said that advertising had made the newsletter self
funding. Resolved (Playne/Trewin) that the newsletter be sent to all residents
throughout the year.

Auditor Ken Stokes was appointed auditor (Stace/Playne).

Election of Officers
The following were nominated and elected:

Association Position Name Contact Details
Chairman Bryan Walford 362 8224
(Trewin/Stace)
Vice Chairman Rod Stace 362 8523
(Walford/Collet)
Secretary Mark Collet 362 8037
(Playne/McFarlane)
Treasurer No Nomination
(left to incoming
committee)
Committee Dennis Falconer 362 8737
William Lee 362 8822
Ron Marsden 362 §542
Don Gollan 362 8617
John McFarlane 302 8841
Robin Trewin 362 3094

Appointments approved (Stace/Parsons), and with acclamation (Hall)

Guest Addresses

Mayor Grahame Hall
- congratulated LORRA on providing representation to the RDC. People

should bring problems to LORRA or direct to the RDC, who welcomed
communication.

- acknowledged the presence of EBOP members John Keaney and Rosemary
Michie; thanked Max Bradford for his ready ear for phone calls and

11
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representations; gave Steve Chadwick his best wishes for her work in
Wellington.

- on Steve Chadwick’s retirement from RDC he would recommend that the
next highest polling member be elected to council. The cost of an clection, if
350 people should sign a petition to force one, would be $20k,

- objections to the recent Valuations were now being assessed.

- Lakes Management Strategy - EBOP and RDC were waiting for Te Arawa
Trust Board approval.

- Tarawera Variation to the District Plan - RDC wanted to meet people’s
concerns and the requirements of the Environment Court before notifying the
plan, which was due by late Feb/early March at the latest. The aim was to
thus avert court costs for subsequent changes to the plan.

Steve Chadwick MP

- congratulated the new LORRA committee,

- a shared electorate office would open shortly in the State House. Hinemoa
St

- Sandra Lee was the new Minister of Local Govt. Mark Goshe. as the new
Minister of Transport, wanted to see if Rotorua's unique and successful
relationship with Transport NZ could be used as a template for national
roading.

- the Resource Management Act would be developed to give a hard nosed
valuation of the environment.

- she supported the licensing of Jet Skis.

- she was a fan of consultation with ratepayer groups and networking.

John Keaney. EBOP

- acknowledged Steve Chadwick, the Mayor, and Anamu Rangiheua
representing Te Arawa.

- the semi-detached lifestyle of places like Okareka implied cheaper rates and
fewer services.

- in regard to lake control the environment was a wide issue. but he
endeavoured to keep EBOP to the point and not to waste resources. It is up to
local communities to make representations - please ring. A sewage scheme
for Okareka would be expensive.

Anaru Rangiheua. Te Arawa - As Arawa appointed member of the RDC for
Resource Consents he dealt with:

- guidelines on Maori issues, in particular identifying tapu sites eg on
Playne’s farm.

- the importance of lake water quality and the disposal of waste water.
- the objection to uplifting the paper road on Playne's Farm where there was
concern to preserve access to the reserve at the end of the road.

12
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- jet skis - he would recommend that there be no towing on Lake Okataina so
as to preserve the tranguility of the lake.

- jetties should not privatise water access. They should be shared ez | to 4 or
5 households. and not be allowed to sprout like quills on a porcupine.

- he was available to consult and advise.

- he thanked LORRA for their support for the Tarawera lakes gateway

proposal.

General Business

Street Lizhting Speakers. including Blair Gilbert, Bob King. Geoff Palmer
and Fenella Playne. all spoke of keeping Okareka semi-rural. Grahame Hall
said that the RDC was only reacting in this matter.

Jet Skis and Water Skiing Geoff Palmer said it was past time for the noise
and disturbance from jet skis and water skiers to be brought under control.
The Chairman said the LORRA Committee would look into the issue.

Sandy Beach Fenella Playne thanked people for clearing the beach of litter.

There being no further business, the meeting closed about midday.
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Mld Wmfer Swim

A reminder that the Annual Qkareka Mid-Winter Swim,
(sponsored by LORRA) will be held at Boyes Beach on
either June 18th or 25th. ’éé"
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Why not fill the bathtub with
ice cubes and get into
training for this fun event.
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Watch the LORRA noticeboard for rﬁnra details
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LAKE OKAREKA RATEPAYERS AND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION INC.

‘ STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 30 NOVEMBER 1999
LAKE OKAREKA RATEPAYERS AND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION INC.

1999 1998
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL FERFORMANCE Current Assets -
FOR YEAR ENDED 30 NOYEMBER 1999 _
WestpacTrust cheque account 1617.95 758.18
1999 1998 . WestpacTrust term deposits 11000.00 11000.00
Income Accounts receivable 150.00
Subscriptions 1070.00 1480.00 | Total Assets 12767.95 11758.18
Advertising 1175.00 1000.25 .
Interest 374.40 851.97 Current Liabilities
Donations 195.00 175.00
Boot & trailer sale 50.00 - Account payable - 1089.88
Carol evening ~ (12.50)
Total Liabilities - 1089.38
Total Income 2864.40 3494.72
Net Assets 12767.95 10668.30
Expenditure Represented by members funds:
Newsletter T780.36 860.63 Accumulated funds brought forward 10668.30 9108.77
Postage 144.00 133.40 Excess income over expenditure 2099.65 1559.53
Stationery 185.63 48.89
Carol evening 317.00 246.68 12767.95 10668.30
Boot & trailer sale 2841 -
Bank charges 1.50 -
Midwinter swim 110.52 52.05 The accompanying notes are to be read in conjunction with this statement.
RCLRA levy 73.00 -
Advertising 24.35 2841
Functions 18%.36 - AUDITORS REPORT
District Plan appeal - 3000.00
Crater Lake Farm appeal (1089.88) (2459.37) - I report that I have examined the records of the Lake Okareka Ratepayers and
Sundry - 24.50 Residents Association Inc. for the year ended 30 November 1999. In common with
similar organisations, control over income prior to its being recorded is limited, and
Total Expenditure 764.75 1935.19 v there are no practical audit procedures to determine the effect of this limitation. All
expenditure is authorised by Committee meetings and recorded in the minutes.
Excess of income over expenditure 2099.65 1559.53
In my opinion, subject to the above limitation, the Statement of Financial
Performance and Statemnent of Financial Position fairly present the financial results of
The accompanying notes are to be read in conjunction with this statement. activities for the year and the financial position as at 30 November 1999.
U
_____,__-———'-_E\_T-——-—"_'
K. E. Stokes, CA = =
Auditor, Rotorua
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LAKE OKAREKA RATEPAYERS AND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION INC.
NOTES TO ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED 30 NOVEMBER 1999

Income

1. Subscriptions were received from 54 out of approx. 265 eligible households.
2. Advertising income is from advertisements in the Association’s quarterly
newsletter.

Accounts receivable
This is made up of $100 owed for advertising and $50 for loan of a RDC ratepayer
listing. Payment is being followed up.

Crater Lake Farm appeal costs

The account payable of $1089.88 shown in the 1998 accounts has since been reversed
by the creditor, eliminating the current liabilities and increasing the net assets at
30.11.98 to $11758.18. The financial outcome of this case can therefore be confirmed
as:

Total costs of consent hearing and appeal 18298.56
Met from: Donations 12975.00
Fighting fund 4000.00
General funds 1323.56

18298.56

Contingent liabilities

There are contingent liabilities at balance date of undetermined costs for the Carol
Evening and a contribution of up to 32000 approved towards the costs of the Okareka
millennium celebrations.

LAKE OKAREKA HALL HIRE

Available to both
Local residents and Non-local residents

for bookings and'information.on: hire charges
Contact Mary Madsen (Hall Secretary)
& 362 8564
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.[ ' Department of Conservation
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There are several issues at present which are significant for the
Okareka Ratepayers Association. Most recently the front-page Daily
Post article highlighting the problems with weeds from dumping of
garden refuse. illegal vehicle access into the Western Okataina
Walkway on Millar Road and rubbish dumping.

Many residents may be aware of the ongoing problems and DOC's
interest in identifying the people who may be linked to this vandalism
and misuse. An illegal track has been developed near the entrance of
the Western Okataina Walkway and continued vehicle use has
destroyed part of a recent attempt at restorative planting.

The summer period has historically been the problem time so DOC
staff anticipate that there will be less activity in the area over the next
few months however if you are aware of any disruptive activity
occurring please contact the Department of Conservation. What we
would like is vehicle registration numbers so we can trace offenders.
One of the primary concerns about the misuse of this area is the
threat of fire. Currently the fire danger level is high and we anticipate
this will continue for another couple of months. Cannabis growing in
reserves is also a concern; if you think this type of activity occurring,
please inform the Police.

Wasps have not been as big as a concern as they were last year.
The Department offers the following advise if you have a local wasp
problem. DOC is responsible for wasps on land administered by the
Department of Conservation but for wasp problems on your own land
contact a local pest eradication company. [f residents do want to
address the problem themselves, they can do so by tipping a bottle of
diesel or petrol into the nest, and letting the fumes kill the wasps. Do
not ignite the fuell The best time to carry out this action is at dawn or
dusk when the wasps are less active.

Garden refuse dumped on reserve land is an ongoing problem. DOC
encourages land owners to dispose of garden refuse in a suitable
manner, by dumping at a refuse transfer station, or heaping the
unwanted vegetation and letting it break down naturally on their own
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properties. Dumping in a reserve creales real
problems for the Department, as often there is
regeneration from the material, creating a weed
problem.

For any further information regarding the
Department of Conservation management of
public conservation land please do not hesitate to
contact Phil Alley, Area Manager, Rotorua Lakes
Area Office on 348 3610.

For Lake Property Sales
contact
The Professionals

If you are looking for a proven sales record with confidentiality assured
- contact us at McDowell Real Estate. Our clients will recieve the finest
service in Real Estate.

Lakes Specialist

BETIY SHEPHERD w The Professionals

R A/H (07) 345 9162
E8 \lobile: (025) 997 711 McDowell Real Estate Ltd mremz

20 Million Dollar Club 1290 Eurera Street, Rotorua
Top 10% NZ Wide Ph. (07) 348 4159 Fax (07) 347 7071

A kitten is chiefly remarkable for

rushing about like mad at nothing

whatever, and generally stopping =
before it gets there.

Agnes Repplier
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“THOMPSON M.HRINE

' _-OUTBQAR'DS I

SALES &SERVICEGF B

““Better In The Long Run
— Fully Trained Marine Technicians offer Complete

The Only Logical Choice

" Guarantee on all Repairs and-Service -

RO 348 4997

¢ Fax 0-7- 349 2944 . .
?—13 Sunset Rd, P.O. Box; 1337 Hotorua

'HOUSEHOLD &
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This Committee met on Monday, 6 September 1999 =

PRESENT: His Worship the Mayor, G.W. Hall Esq; Crs A. Bowie {Chairperson), C.0 r
Lee, I W.J. Lepper, G.P. Searancke and C.W. Sturt (to 2.05pm)

[N ATTENDANCE:  Crs P.T. Barry and R.M. Cook (to 2.10pm)

APOLOGIES: An apology for absence was received from Cr N.F. Oppatt

GATEWAY STRUCTURE - TARAWERA ROAD (2007010) I -
Item of Correspondence, page 6/4/1

The Committee had before it a request from Mr Anaru Ra{ngiheuea to erect a gateway
structure on Council road reserve south of the Okareka Loop Road tummoff at the
commencement of the bush section on Tarawera Road.

| ONVY A NOHN L

The gateway structure, standing some 8 metres tall, is to include the use of both Maori and F 3
English signage, traditional palisades and substantial carvings. The signage will welcome i .
users af the road into the ancestral and spiritual homeland of the Tuhourangi-a-iwi. The o 3 5 '
proposal is a Tuhourangi millennium project to be gifted to the community and it is proposed e :
that once erected Council would be responsible for future maintenance, with joint > @ ’l‘ .
management of the structure carried out in partnership with Tuhourangi. i

v = &
In discussing the project, the Committee acknowledged the recent controversy in respect to a i *o
gateway palisades option at the Hemo Gorge entranceway to Rotorua. The Committee, whilst ~ i
not unhappy with the proposed design, pointed out that the gateway projects to be installed at

m

the three major entrances into Rotorua are for the welcome of visitors into the whole Rotorua
district environment. The Committee expressed concern that in granting approval to the
proposal it could be setting a precedent, in that similar applications could be received for the
many individual tribal areas located in the Rotorua basin. Members further agreed that it
would not be desirable to have a significant number of structures on the District’s road
TeServes.

A Y M

Members agreed that as the project is on Council road reserve the matter needs to be decided
at the Works Committee level, however, further consultation would need to be undertaken
before final due consideration of the request can be made. To this end, the Committee
requested that both the Okareka and Tarawera Ratepayer Associations be advised of the
project and their opinions and comments sought. It is also considered appropriate that the Te
Arawa Committee be appraised of the proposal and its input sought on the project.

|
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Due to the tight timeframes involved, it will be requested that comments from the ratepayer
groups be made available in time to put before the next Works Committee meeting to be held
on 18 October 1999, The issue of gateways is also to be placed before the Te Arawa
Committee to enable the deliberations from this forum, together with the comments and views
from the ratepayer groups, to be put to the Works Committee for final consideration.
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In view of the above comments members agreed it would be appropriate to formally indicate
its support for the proposed district-wide entranceways as opposed to individual tribal area
projects.

e

Accordingly the Committee RESOLVED that it supports the principles of the erection of
gateways to be located at the three main entrances into the City. 21
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Christmas  Crol Singing on Friday, December 10" 1999,
Carols 99  brought out the best voices in Okareka. With the
Salvation Army accompanying them. Evelyn
FFalconer and the Rotorua Music School Choir led
us a series of in the traditional and new carols.
Santa even made a guest appearance during the event, bringing smiles to
many httle faces.

I am sure all that attended will agree they felt infused by the Christmas Spirit
by the time the carolling and the mulled wine were finished. LORRA would
like to thank all mvolved for ensuring this was a fun event for all involved.

The dawning of the new millenium was

celebrated in suitable style by the
Okareka community. About 200 ka'eka '2
people gathered on the lakefront to see

99 out and this brilliant new year in.

The orgamsation of the event was fabulous, and everything went oft without
any major hitches. Our thanks to all that were involved in making this
special night one to remember.

For those of you that were there, the following scripts will be a stirring
memory, and for those unfortunate enough to miss the party, here is a slice of
the action, as presented by our very own talented performers. ..

'"Twas the night before Y2K
performed by Fred Nagle, Ian Bowyer, Neil Poskitt and Bryan Walford

Chorus:- (Done to a rap)

You've heard of Y2k, the Bug that will strike,

At all our computers with a bloody great spike.

But that's not the end of it ‘cos you ought to know,

It'll screw up the the country, and ruin the whole show.

It's the night befere ¥2K, and all through the nation,
We're awaiting this Bug, this awful sensation.

While some folks do think they are safe in their beds,
Others have visions of dread in their heads.

22

Some folks wont fly, they think they will crash,
Others have stocked up with bangers and mash,
They've tanks full of water and pockets of money.

They fear that the Fire Brigade will do something funny.

The truth of the matter is that it doesn't exist,
Its just some numbers that will never be missed.
Or thats what we thought till we called in the cops,
And found what really went on in this box.

As I drew in my breath and was turning around,
Out through the modem, he came with a bound.
He was covered with fur, and slung on his back,
Woas a sack full of viruses, set for attack.

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
He changed all the clocks, then turned with a jerk.
With a twitch of his nose, and a quick little wink,
All things electronic soon went on the blink.

He zoomed from my system, to the next folks on line,
He caused such a disruption, could this be a sign?
Then I heard him exclaim, with a loud, hearty cry,
Happy ¥2K all, kiss your PC's goodbyel!

And then he transformed to a bloody great ‘possum
That flattened the cars with everyone in ‘em

Mext he became a vicious pine tree,

That lopped all appendages of f you and of f me.

For more revenge he caused an eruption

Of Mt Tarawera - that caused a commotion

As rocks filled the sky and and the ground it did shake
Gas filled our noses and poisoned the lake.

Then things got worse ‘cos he made the trout grow,

And the sandflies, and mesquitoes and wouldn't you know,

They hunted the fishermen and gave them duck itch,
This ¥2K bug is quite a bitch.

Issue 1 - 2000

Theses likely lads also performed a Lake Okareka version of the Full Monty
and while we would love to show you the script for that, we think it is best

left at *Ooh, Aah’.
23
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Report from the Lakes

The use of the lakes over the holiday
season was quieter than usual, due to the
cooler weather, and only since the settled
weather began has there been much activity. It is estimated that lake
activity, either boating or swimming, has been down 15% this
summer.

Boyes Beach and Blue Lake have been popular for busloads of
students and groups coming to picnic. These areas are attractive with
their barbeques and facilities, grassed areas and playgrounds.

All boat users are reminded of the by-laws regarding speed in
restricted areas, and the need for life jackets to be worn when on the
water. Mo-one can plead ignorance of the requirements — they are
clearly explained on notices at each jetty.

Bob Barber
Lake Inspector

Mobile Library Service

The Rotorua Public Library Mobile Enhance your
Van visits the Lake Okareka Store well- being with

very Monday 2.15pm - 2.45 .
IR TR i Therapeutic Massage

ﬁ Connie May Thorne

The Mobile Library carries a good Massage Therapist

selection of fiction and non-fiction 362 8759

books for all ages, including large

print, magazines and children’s Member of the Massage Institute of

jigsaws. Special requests can be NE

made for talking books, music CDs Queensiand Assoc. of Massage
Therapists Inc

and cassettes, videos and specific
subjects. The Mobile Librarian is
happy to discuss ways in which to Sports Massage
improve their service. Acupressure

Postural Alignment
® 148 4177 with any ideas * Huna
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Okareka Volunteer Rural Fire Brigade

Well that was summer! Now we turn our clocks back and look forward to
winter. Justa few reminders then....

+ Smoke alarms - Do they work? Are the batteries still OK?

+ Electric blankets - Are there any frayed wires? How about getting these
checked out by a professional before the cooler nights arrive.

+ Electric bar and fan heaters — Again, check the wiring and clean off the
dust.

+ (Gas Heaters — Check for leaks, perished hoses and loose valves.

¢+ Chimneys — Don’t forget to get them cleaned before you think about
lighting the fire (Does “It’s cold tonight, I think we’ll light the fire”
sound familiar.

Apart from that, there is not too much happening in our world at the moment.
Let's keep it that way....take care out there.

Dave Field
Chief Fire Officer

FIRE PERMITS &

ALL GARDEN & RUBBISH FIRES IN LAKE OKAREKA,
REQUIRE A PERMIT FROM D.O.C.

THIS APPLIES ALL YEAR ROUND

BBQ’s and FIRES in “incinerators™ with a lid, do not require a permit
BUT must be supervised at ALL times

For Permits and Information 346-1155 normal office hours

25
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RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE
Towards the end of last year a questionnaire was circulated to some residents
in the village. While I concede that everyone did not receive a copy and that
not all the questionnaires were returned I feel that the results that were
returned represent the general feeling of the community.

The purposes of the questionnaire were:
* To find out the feeling of residents on issues that affect the community
¢ To let residents know what LORRA is doing for the community

¢ To raise the profile of LORRA and the representative committee
members

* To canvass for LORRA membership

Yes No
Question 1: Do you support the proposed subdivision  36% 64%
extensions to the settlement?

Question 2: Do you support LORRA in asking for a  83% 17%
moratorium on tank inspections until more comprehensive
investigations are complete?

Are you happy with the current tank inspection program? 58% 42%

Question 3: Does excessive speed of traffic through the  85% 15%
village concern you?

Would you like to see RDC install speed restraining 71% 29%
devices eg. Speed humps?

Do you perceive the problem to be hoons, others or both?
Hoons 21%,0thers 7%, Both 71%

Question 4: Would you like to see the selective removal  53% 47%
of trees from within the settlement?

Question 5: Do you support the proposed walkway  62% 38%
around Lake Okareka?

Question 6: Do you see the need for the association 100%

within the community?
Do you feel the $20 membership is fair and good value? 100%

26

Issue 1 - 2000

These survey results are pleasing as they reflect the views of the committee
members, that means we are on the right track. The general consensus is that
residents are happy with the present village atmosphere, this was reflected
recently by the overwhelming opposition to extra street lighting. More
subdividing could be the start of urban sprawl, and until problems like septic
tanks and lake water quality are settled then any expansion should be capped.

It is interesting to see that most respondents do think that vehicle speeding in
the village is a problem, but they also recognise that it is created by ourselves
— not just hoons! We are the hoons, late for work or just anxious to get home
and catch the news. Just this morning I had to pull my nose back in as a car
exited the village at the Millar Road end, accelerating to get a run up the hill.
Somehow we need to slow vehicles (you) down as they enter the village from
either end. Coming down from Tikitapu some cars don’t slow until the shop
(check your speedo). Although the speed limit is posted as S0kph, this is still
too fast for many of our sections of road (Summit, Loop, end of Acacia).
Seated in your plush car, radio & air-conditioning humming away, spare a
thought for the family walking the dog or the unsuspecting resident
manoeuvring out of a driveway. If speeding cars concern you — slow down —
the problem is ours! In the meantime we are approaching the Council about
placement of speedhumps, signage etc.

Trees always create problems between neighbours, especially if one
neighbour is being shaded, views blocked, rained upon by tuckloads of
leaves and/or sap, while the other neighbour is a tree lover who likes being
surrounded by birds etc. Please be sensible with trees, the nice little sapling
of 15 years ago may now be a real problem for your neighbour, in our
neighbourhood a view is worth big bikkies. Be prepared to top or fell old
trees to be considerate, under plant now with new seedlings to replace the
old, and read the label to see what height it will grow to.

Other points that were raised by survees? questionnees? respondents were:
Barking dogs are a nuisance; lake edge residents should not curb public
access along the waters edge; clean up the mess left by wree felling up the
quarry road and strive to maintain the character of the village.

Thank you to those that completed the survey, it means we can continue to
represent your views. Any questions about the survey or general
(constructive) comments for me to present to the committee, please feel free
to ring me and have a chat.

John McFarlane
Ph 362 8841
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STREET LIGHTING

After a request from Okere Falls, the Rotorua Energy Charitable Trust have
offered to help pay for urban street lighting in rural communities. The
Rotorua District Council (RDC) together with Sigma Consultants Ltd held a
public meeting at Okareka Hall on 23 February to see if we wanted the
Okareka street lighting brought up to urban standards. We declined,
unaninmously, but asked for specific improvements: extra lights at the two
entrances to the village — one on the corner at the bottom of the run down
from the Blue Lake, one at the northern Summit Rd turnoff: the light now in
Branch Rd to be moved to the Branch Rd turnoff; shading to restrict light
throw to the street eg from the light opposite the northern Calder Rd turnoff,

SPRAYING AND MOWING OF VERGES

At the LORRA AGM on 16 January, speakers called for an end to the
practice of chemical spraying on roadside verges to maintain sightlines, both
in the village and along Tarawera Rd. Other Councils use steam or salt sprays
where spraying has to be done eg to control woody growth. Spraying leaves
an ugly brown edge devoid of flowers, and chemical spraying can pollute the
lakes. We would prefer mowing, and only where it was really necessary - the
English treasure their roadside flowers. The Mayor, Grahame Hall, agreed
that the days of chemical spraying were past.

Lindsay Ward of Sigma Consultants manages the spraying and mowing of
public verges for the RDC. He will let us know when a mow is due and we
will put up a notice at the shop. You can then contact him directly, or via
LORRA, about specific weedy verges and off road areas that you would like
mown (or sprayed), or gardened verges and ones with wild flowers that you
would like left.

To Catch The Big One

The annual Okareka Fishing Tournament will be held in June (date
still to be set). The tournament, which attracts about 100 keen
people each year, runs from 5am Saturday until 5pm Sunday after
which prize giving will be held at the Hall.

A nominal entry fee will be asked, with any profits going
to the preschool.

Details will be posted on the Store Noticeboard in
#= May, and further info can be obtained from either
ave Scott (362 8053) or Alan Kilgour (3628443).
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NOISE ON LAKE OKAREKA

LORRA have written to the RDC about the nuisance of excessive noise from
power boats on the lake. The noise and howl of powerful engines in
speedboats with large unmuffled inboard or outboard engines, as well as
jetskis, makes the lake sound more like an airport than a peaceful lake at times.
We consider that this is an abuse of a limited resource — the pleasure of a few
taking away that of hundreds.

We suggest options for better noise control including:

- the banning of selected craft such as powerboats over a specified engine
size and power, and jetskis, from the whole lake or at least the western
part of it.

- imposition of a speed limit over the whole or the western side of the lake,
such as would preclude waterskiing.

- enforcement of existing noise limits by monitoring particular boats.

Other measures:

- signage for no wakerskiing off Boyes Beach, and to clarify that the speed
limit in the lake arm applies right out to the buoy.

- more enforcement by lakes inspectors.

- compulsory registration of powerboats.

We have asked for Council’s views on this and what action it proposes to take.
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MAX BRADFORD

List MP Rotorua

I comments.”

“Our new office at 1205 Amohia Street is open for
business. Please call if you have any queries or

Max Bradford MP

Electorate Office :
1205 Amohia St, Rotorua
Ph/ Fx (07) 347 4444

Email : jan-heather@clear.net.nz

National
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Trees — A '‘Growing’ Problem

Having just spent our first full year as Okareka residents
the initial thrill of living permanently in this beautifu
place still hasn't worn off. It has been a pleasure movin
into a community full of such friendly people! However
as a planner of residential environments, it seems to m
that good planning was in short supply in the early stage
of settlement here. Whilst in some respects, this ha
given the settlement its unique character, a recen
approach to me by members of the LORRA committe
for my professional views on the matter of trees, ha
confirmed my analysis.

It is obvious that a number of large conifers, eucalyptus, acacias and larg
deciduous species such as willows, poplars, oaks and planes have bee
inappropriately planted here. If they are not causing problems now, the
will do so in the years to come. Nature having its way, we will all end u
living in a dark damp forest, screened off from the sun and our beautifu
surroundings. Good management of existing trees and careful planning o
any new planting, needs to be considered by all of us. Many trees shoul
be replaced with smaller varieties.

Disputes between residents over trees will become more contentious as th
trees grow bigger. Use of the Property Law Act 1952, or the amended ac
of 1975 claiming loss of view as ‘damage’, invariably leads to expensiv
legal battles. Effective solutions depend on intelligent informed decision
lubricated by goodwill and co-operation between residents.

We need to ask ourselves these questions:

Q. Do I currently have a problem with trees on my property?
Q. Do I currently have a problem with trees on my neighbour’s
property?

Are trees on my property causing problems for anyone else?
Do I care about anyone else?

What are my trees going to do in the future?

Can my trees be managed better? (Shaped and thinned)

R e

What specimens should I be selecting and planting?
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Q. Where should I place them?

Q Will they be the right choice for five, ten twenty years time?
Q. Will I still be here to worry about it?

Q How can I maximise the potential of my property with the use

of trees and shrubs, and how will this affect the value?
Q. Do I really care?

Every type of tree needs to be managed differently, e.g. conifers can not
be ‘topped’ without ruining them. Large deciduous trees can often be
pruned so that overall shape, size and views beyond can all be retained.
Engagement of reputable professional services strongly advised.

A reversion back to natives is not necessarily the only solution. We are
fortunate to have a climate which suits a wide variety of beautiful trees
and shrubs including exotics, giving us splendid seasonal contrasts. The
key is to select appropriate trees for the purpose, and this should include
some natives to maintain an association with the wider surroundings.

If you wish to seek help with the management of your trees, you are
planning more planting, or you have a dispute brewing with other
resisdents over their trees, I would be to happy to advise.

Bill Holden Landscape Designer / Pproject Manager
Holden Landscapes, (Member - Landscape Industries Association of NZ,
Private Bag, Lake Okareka

Ph / Fax 0800 44 66 00
Mob 025 224 8797

SEEKUP ELECTRICAL (Les)

“FOR ALL YOUR LOCAL
ELECTRICAL NEEDS”

Give me a Call

Les Seekup 362 8298 or 025 441 353
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Lake Okareka Tennis Club ?*ﬂ&c’ ?”&@’

The tennis club has been active through the summer months —
why not get out and enjoy these last days of summer on the
courts. Casual players can get a key for the courts from the
Store, at a cost of $5 per session, with a $10 refundable bond.

For more information about the club contact:

Don Gollan 3628617 Sue Newton 3428038

Lin Schaeffers 3628451

YOUR BABY'S BIRTHDAY - YOUR WAY

for free, friendy, personalised
Midwifery Services

throughout pregnancy, labour € delivery and after baby Is born

Nita van Boven .. uu v
ph 362 - 8083 or 025 836 - 312

It's a Small World

Do you know that there is a playgroup for Lake
Okareka's littlest residents? We meet every Thursday
morning (10 am until about noon) at the Lake Okareka
Hall.

It will cost you just .50c and the occasional morning tea.
So - come along and enjoy good company and loads of fun
for your little person.

See you there.
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Okareka edge

Each day Nasreddin Hodjo, Turkish sage, spooned yoghurt into the lake.
“You'll never make it that way,” said the villagers. ‘But, just suppose!’
said Hodjo.

This world has enough people to fill the lake with blood,
and the herds of New Zealand with milk in three years.
Okareka means sweet food for a journey.

Explorers of the Okataina Volcanic Centre looked upon Okareka
with dog, kiwi and moa. Geologists of the caldera came later,
after carpenter Joshua, rabbi, who taught the Our Father.

As we watch for the millennium, Jupiter leads Saturn with Orion
on the hill. Venus will mark the light before which our Earth spins
in this two thousandth year of our daily count at as many miles an hour,

Astronomers with telescopes to magnitude 19 can map a million galaxies
(a million more in a smaller square to magnitude 23 - further into the

past),
some with a billion suns.

Eld; erst; gardeners exploring our millennia by night sky or a cloudy

world,
we stand upon Okareka.

Mark Collet

REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE

LAWNMOWING / GARDENING / SECTION
CLEARING

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS

PAINTING

FENCING

SECURITY CHECKS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY HOME

FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE,
PHONE TONY HORTON ON 362 8165
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& HANDCRAFT CENTRE

Hosts: Joan and Denis King

445 SPENCER ROAD, TARAWERA
Ph/Fax 362 8776

Original Oil Paintings of the district
Pottery,

Embroidery,
Woodturning,
Jewellery,

Plus much more

OPEN 7 DAYS
Labour Weekend to Easter: 9.30 - 5.00 pm - 7 days
April to October: 10.00 - 4.30 pm - most days

If you are making a special trip,
feel free to phone us first

PROPOSED RATING CHANGES

RDC is reviewing the basis on which rates are assessed this year, and
significant changes in rates payable in lakeside settlements are likely as a
result. In particular it has been proposed that the ratios of both residential to
rural and commercial rates and rural residential to urban residential rates be
increased, either of which would increase our rates. However a proposal to
charge loan repayments for the city sewage treatment plant only against urban
rates would result in a small reduction for us.

We will be carefully examining the proposed changes when the draft Annual
Plan is published and will make such submissions as appear to be necessary to
protect the interests of the ratepayers of this area.
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Heather Horton — Artist Watercolours, Qils, Pastels and leadlighting work
can be seen in the studio. Works are for sale, or can be ordered. Ph. 362 8165

Z.ero-G Fitenss Strider — For Sale - $100. Phone Dave or Brenda 362 8105

Accomodation Wanted Professional Couple are looking for a 2-3 bedroom
sunny home. If you can help, phone Andrew or Allen on 025 293 6984

LJ Hooker Marguee and LJ Hooker Bear Suit Available FREE of charge
for community use. Marquee 6mx8m. Booking essential. Phone Cathy Lines
on 362 8112 (a/h), 348 5058 (wk) or 025 274 0661

House to Rent Fully equipped corporate home available for one year from
mid April 2000. Lovely views, and superior fittings. $350 per week. Ph 362
8586

Yacht — Starling For Sale - $850. An excellent, very safe boat for a beginner.
Phone Robert on 362 8611

Accomodation Available — Short, Medium Term or Holidays. Newly
Refurbished, sleeps 5. Ph. 362 8108

Sailing Dinghy -Seabird 3.2 For Sale. Good tidy condition with near new
sails. Ph 09 523 3298 or 025 935 832

S I Pl HIR L ED 000

Last Words....

Somewhat unexpectantly, this is to be my last newsletter for LORRA for
while. Tony and myself are heading back to South Sumatra (Indonesia) fo
another year in the bush, from where we will no doubt think longingly of ou
home in beautiful Lake Okareka.

LORRA is looking for a new editor for this newsletter. If you, or anothe
member of your household would like to take on this role, give Brya
Walford a call on 362 8224. He will be thrilled to hear from you.

Selamat Tinggal

Bronwyn Austin 16

LORRA SUBSCRIPTION 2000

Haven't you enjoyed reading this quarterly newsletter?
Aren't you pleased that someone represents you to the
councilg

Weren't the 1999 community events great fun?

These are all caried out either by, or with the help, of the Lak
Okareka Ratepayers and Residents Association (LORRA), bu
this work is not possible without your support.

Your chance to have a say, get involved and keep informed is
here now

Simply fill in and cut off the slip below, pop it and $20 in a
envelope and either post or deliver it to LORRA c/- Lak
Okareka Store.

LORRA SUBSCRIPTION 2000

| / We enclose subscription details and $20 for
the year 2000.

Name :
Postal Address

Address of Property (if different from
above) :
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Te Waiariki Purea Trust
C/- Laurie Durand

P O Box 95

Rotorua




