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CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF LAKE
OKAREKA RESIDENTS AND RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION INC. HELD
AT OKAREKA HALL ON SUNDAY 20 JANUARY 2002

I'am pleased to present this report on the activities of your association for 2001. This
is a summary of the issues that have been covered in detail in the newsletter. I trust [
will be able to provide satisfactory answers to any questions you may have.

The Lakes A Zone Variation has been the major issue this year. Submissions were
prepared and presented by Rod Stace, based on your responses to the survey. We have
yet to hear the outcome of the hearings but we cannot expect everyone to be satisfied
with the result. In fact it is impossible that everyone will be satisfied simply because
there were totally opposite views on some matters. The survey itself was valuable for
the attitudes revealed. The majority of opinion was to retain the status quo, which
tended to run counter to the District Council’s intention to establish guidelines for
development that will not ruin the special nature of the region.

The survey was also an education in how opinion surveys should or should not be
written. We should get better at it as we have made a policy decision to put them out
on all major issues, provided that we have enough time.

Your response to the call to help plant the walkway down the southern edge of the lake
was extremely gratifying. Then there was the unexpected but wonderful news that
Environment EBoP has granted about $150,000 to complete the walkway from Acacia
Road to Silver Beach. Construction of the boardwalk and formation of the path will
commence in February, with planting starting in March. Tessa Bunny, the RDC
landscape architect is managing this project, and your help will again be appreciated.
The idea of granting guardianship, or stewardship of sections of the walkway to any
families who would like to establish their mark on the project has been welcomed.
Need to think through what responsibilities this might entail though. What are your
thoughts on this?

The survey on measures to moderate traffic speed through the village brought a highly
polarised result but the result was discussed with an RDC engineer. It seems that the
50 kph sign at the north end of the village will be repositioned but little more done.
Do you wish us to leave it at that?

We objected to the EBoP application to continue managing the lake outlet valve,
asking that a larger, or second, pipe be installed. The status quo was maintained but
Tarawera Lakes Protection Society has lodged an appeal — they want the outlet
stopped altogether.




Pest control is becoming an issue. Rats, stoats, weasels, opossums and magpies all
seriously affect native birdlife. We have trapped magpies in the past. EBoP will
provide bait for traps if volunteers are willing to service the traps.

There has been the usual host of reports, plans and committee papers that RDC sends
to us. We raised two matters, which were acted on very promptly by RDC; improving
visibility at the Loop Road/Tarawera Road intersection, and spraying the reserves to
kill' Onehunga weed. Thanks are also due to RDC for sealing the parking areas at the
reserves and putting a storm water drain under Steep St.

We ran the usual social events:

The Midwinter swim. There was a small outlay here to support the hardy souls who
took to the water.

And Carol singing. Again, a most enjoyable event, thanks to the kindy, Gary Nelson as
Santa and the Salvation Army providing the music.

Finally, I wish to express my grateful thanks to the committee. [ have enjoyed
working with you but think it is time I stepped down as chairman, having held the
position for three years.

Bryan Walford, chairman

Ergan Walfond

Chairman

Septic Tank Cleaning & Inspections
Plus
Outlet Solid Filter Installations
(in accordance with EBOP recommendations)

Contact

Rotorua Waste Disposal
{ Centified Inspectors)

REASONABLE RATES, PROMPT & EFFICIENT SERVICE
Small Truck—Easy Access

Phone Kath & Ray Peebles Inr
121 Main Road, Ngongotaha
Phone (07) 357 4534
Mobile 021 349 236 ( Ray)
021 296 5063 (Kath)

Lake

- Okareka

Store

Open 7 days
7:30 am -
7.30pm Monday -
Saturday
8.00am - 4.00pm
Sunday

Fax / Ph
3628711

Off License

Mobil Fuel

Full range of wines, sprirts
96 & 91 unleaded

and beer  Party ice

Okareka Video Hire $6.00 Return by
r midday
Car Hire  Short / Long Term
EFTPOS
Available for all purchases
Coffee To Go

All food cooked in vegetable
oil. We accept phone / fax orders

Takeaway menu
4.30pm - 7.30pm
Wednesday,Friday
@ Saturday

Hamburger $5:00
Battered Fish $2:00 |
Eggburger $5:50
Wedges $2:50 per tray
Cheeseburger $5.50

Hot Chips £2:00 min
Chickenburger $6:50

Potato Fritters :80
Steakburger. £7:50

Hotdog $1:50
Vegicburger $5:50
Chicken Nuggets 60
Baconburger $7.00
Battered Crabstick $1.30
Fishburger $7:.00

Com Fritters $1.00
Avocadoburger $7:50

Hot Crisps $2.50 per tray

Hawaiianburger $7:50

Texas Pork Riblet Long Burger  $4.00
Okareka Works Burger $9.00
Sping Rolls $1.80

Curry Rolls $1.80

Sausages $1.00

Toasted Sandwich i
Single  $2:00 Double  $2.50
Extra Filling :50

Single - Ham, Bacon or Steak min $3.00
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Letters to the editor

Quest Research

26 Kaimai Place
TAURANGA
(025) 662 0285

Over the past four weeks 1 have been undertaking phone surveys with the
Lake Okareka residents. Throughout this time many residents have requested
more information about myself, and the project 1 am undertaking. 1 have put
together some information that 1 hope will answer these, and any other
queries, the Okareka residents may have.

The organisation commissioning this survey is the Rotorua Lakes Area Office
of the Department of Conservation; their office is situated at 14-16 Scott
Street, Rotorua. My supervisor is Reg Phillips, Programme Manager
(Community Relations\Visitor Assets), he can be contacted on (O7) 349 8214.

The demographic information that is collected in the postal survey enables the
Department of Conservation to develop a profile of the Lake Okareka
community. The information gathered helps them to service the area more
effectively in that it creates a greater understanding of the potential needs of
the community. It is standard procedure in most demographic profiles to
request the information that is asked for in the Lake Okareka survey, however
the residents are in no way obliged to answer any of the gquestions, and
participation in the survey is voluntary.

The information gathered is for Department of Conservation purposes only,
however if a Lake Okareka resident should wish to obtain a copy of the final
report, they are more than welcome to contact myself or the Rotorua Lakes
Area office. At the completion of the project (early May) each resident will
receive a copy of the executive summary of the report detailing the main
findings. A copy of the final report is also being sent to the Lake Okareka
Residents and Ratepayers Association.

There are several communities where similar surveys are being undertaken,
for example at Matata Lagoon and Ohiwa Harbour. 1 have attached a copy of
an article from the Weekender newspaper, which may help answer some of
your guestions also.

236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand. Phone: {07

Finally, the survey is funded by the Department of Conservation. However, 1
am employed as an independent researcher to remove any bias from the
survey results and therefore provide a more accurate profile of the Lake
Okareka community, their needs, and their understanding of the Department
of Conservation’s role within the area

1 hope this clarifies the purpose of the surveys and my role a little better.
Please don't hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries. It has
been a pleasure to undertake the surveys within your community, and 1 am
very grateful for your honest and informative responses.

Kind Regards,

Megan Sandford
Quest Research

QR

TCLIFE ARINE

LIMITED

Call and see Grant and Shona and the team at Telfer marine for all of your boating
requirements:
Boat servicing and maintenance
Large range of chandlery
New and used boat sales
Dreamboats membership

) 345 9854, Fax: (07) 345 9857 Email: telfermarine@xtra.co.nz |

BVAMAHA 0, > Buccancer: sseem sasrsmm
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Hi Bryan

Every time I walk or drive down Acacia road from the boat landing to the Playne's
gate I am reminded of the rapidly regenerating jungle of mainly Acacia dealbata
(Silver Wattle) on the lake side of the road. Everywhere the old acacias were felled a
couple of years ago, a mass of seedling regeneration has come up. This will recreate
the old landscape of Acacia road in the not-too-distant future. I have been around long
enough 1o see this as a repeat performance of the felling in 1968 (7).

Actually I'like the acacias, but perhaps not as a solid "wall” along the road edge. What
is needed is for the existing mass of regeneration to be cleared and some single trees
or a few clumps to be planted of various species, otherwise the jungle will take over
again !

How about raising this matter at your next committee meeting and tackling the
council?

Cheers

Tony

Car4u® / Lake Okareka Store

Offer You

m « Comfortable cars for hire £ ﬂ
L <

* Reasonably priced
* Long-term and short-term hire

Examples: » Mitsubishi Galant GLX automatic
» Mitsubishi Magna GLX automatic
» Mazda 626 s/w, manual

Please contact Athol and Charmaine at Lake Okareka Store for all your rental car
requirements. Phone: 3628711

CardU is operating under LTSA License No. (205534

I SYEwIaTeT

H]LLARY COMMISSION COMMUNITY SPORT FUND

Does your sport club or active leisure organisation need funding?
Te mahi ngahau me te takaaro whakarite mo tenei wahi

Mo nga roopu kei te pirangi moni wwhinatia mo nga mahi ngahau me te takaaro

Applications for financial assistance under the Hillary Commission Community Sport Fund
are now being called for.

A total of 380,000 is available for distribution to sport, fitness and physical leisure groups.
Funds are available as a subsidy or a loan, with the main focus being the development of
local sport, fitness and physical activity.

Applicants should be resident in the Rotorua District Council area and apply for funds for
sport, fitness and physical leisure purposes only.

Application Forms and further information available from:-
Rotorua District Council
Administration Building and Public Library

also
Sport Bay of Plenty and Te Papa Takaro O Te Arawa

APPLICATIONS CLOSE FRIDAY 28 March 2002

Assessment Committee Members

Chris Campbell Jérry Cowley
Mike Diamond Kim Lorigan
David Pearce Betty Shepherd
Charles Sturt Karen Taylor
O
SEEKUP ELECTRICAL (Les)~(5)-

“FOR ALL YOUR LOCAL g
ELECTRICAL NEEDS" @)~

Give me a Call
Les Seekup 362 8298 or 025 441 353




Annual General Meeting

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Lake Okareka Ratepayers and
Residents Association (LORRA) Inc.

Held at Lake Okareka Hall, 10 am, Sunday 20 January 2002

Present 32 members and visitors. See separate list of those who signed. Committee
chairman Bryan Walford, secretary Mark Collet.

Opening Address The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everybody
including special guests: John Cronin (Chairman EBoP); Cliff Lee (District
Councillor); Robin Ford (Councillor EBoP); Ian MeLean (Chairman Lake Water
Quality Society); Anaru Rangiheuea (Kaumatua), Maureen Waaka (District
Councillor). He apologised for the wrong meeting date in the Newsletter and to
Catherine Caughey, Terry Kendrick and Neil Oppatt who had come a week early.

Apologies Max Bradford MP, Catherine & Christine Caughey, Steve Chadwick
MP, Grahame Hall (Mayor), Hugh Lusk, Sandy MacDonald, John McFarlane
(LORRA Treasurer), Rosemary Michie, Neil Oppatt.

Minutes of Previous AGM read, corrected, confirmed (Mark Collet/Bryan Walford).
Chairman’s Report (attached) reported and confirmed (Bryan Walford/Mark Collet).

Treasurer’s Report  The accounts had not yet been audited , but would be
published in the March Newsletter once audited. The problem had been to find a time
when the Treasurer (John McFarlane) and Auditor (Ken S tokes) could meet.
Approved (Bryan Walford/Cara Upsall).

Matters Arising.

Conununity events - Fireworks

Don Gollan and Dennis Falconer had organised the New Year fireworks and LORRA
had not been involved. Bill Holden thanked Dennis Falconer for arranging them and
suggested that LORRA ask him to do them again next year. It would be at cost, but
this year's donations had not covered the full cost and there had been a shortfall of
some $800. Katrin Collet said that she would prefer to spend money on completing the
lake walkway rather than it going up in five minutes.

Resolved that LORRA re-imburse Dennis Falconer for this year’s cost shortfall and
make it a regular event (Bill Holden/Roger Lorrigan). Carried with one objection.

THOMPSON MARINE

A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws {1886) Lad
Sales and Service of: Mercury Outboards, Mercruiser Stern Dri ves, Force QOutboards,
Marine Accessories, Water Ski”s, Ski Biscuits and Accessories, Life Jackets and

i vay B g !
e = 3 - ..1

CNR OLD TAUPO & SUNSET ROADS. P O BOX 1337, ROTORUA B
PHONE 07 348 4997 FAX 07 349 2944

THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY

AUTO, MARINE AND FURNITURE UPHOLSTERY

Comer Sunset & 01d Taupo Roads, Rotorua
Phone: (07) 348 4441

. FULL CAR TRIMS . REPAIRS

. BOAT CANOPIES T . RECOVERING
. SQUABS OF ALL

. HULL LININGS FURNITURE

-

CARPETS

L] ALSO FORESTRY CLOTHING,
CHAPS, POUCHES ETC

For pick up and delivery with immediate service. Call MARK

THOMPSON LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS (1966) LTD

SALES AND SERVICE OF HUSQVARNA CHAINSAWS, SCRUB CUTTERS, TRIMMERS,
LAWNMOWERS & RIDE-ON MOWERS, HONDA, FLYMO & LAWNMASTER MOWERS,
BRIGGS & STRATTON, HONDA & ROBIN ENGINES

Comer Sunset & Old Taupo Roads, P.O. Box 1337, Rotorua

(HHusqvarna Phone (07) 348-4441 Fax (07) 349-2944

® CHAINSAWS * ROTARY HOES

* LAWNMOWERS * GENERATORS

& REEL MOWERS * BLOWER/VACS

® RIDE-ON MOWERS * WATER BLASTERS & PUIMPS

® LINE TRIMMERS * SPLITTERS

® SCRUB CUTTERS ¢ FORESTRY PRUNING
EQUIPMEMNT

I WE SERVICE, SHARPEN AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS
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Lake Water Quality

Bryan Walford said that the graph in the December 2001 Newsletter showed a slow
deterioration, but Rod Stace noted that measurements were done in mid lake and might
not fully reflect the underground flow of nutrients into the lake shown by the RDC
survey. lan McLean asked if the RDC’s NIWA report on ground flow had come out
yet, and Maureen Waaka said that she would find out what had happened to it. Whilst
Bryan Walford thought we might have 20-40 vears in hand, Roger Lorrigan pressed
for action, nevertheless, to sort out septic tank outflows,

Anaru Rangiheuea spoke about development issues:

- His Arawa Committee deals with Waihi Tapu. There were sacred sites on Playne’s
farm and no doubt elsewhere on the peninsula at Okareka.

- What would be the saturation point for house numbers and septic tanks around our
lakes? What would be the effect on lake water quality and the environment? Lake
Tarawera had been sprayed before Christmas for weed. Should Okareka be a tranquil
lake or a busy one?

- Faster roads led to faster traffic and cars still went off the road, and the trucks were
getting bigger.

Anaru proposed that the Chairman of LORRA should stay on (applause).

In a summary of the Lake Water Quality Qutlook, Rod Stace said that there would
eventually be reticulated sewage disposal (eg of septic tank outflow), but several years
away no doubt. EBoP would require septic tanks to be up to standard. Though the lake
shore along Playne’s Farm had been fenced off and was to be planted it would be
years before we saw a consequent improvement in Lake Water Quality. Bryan
Walford said that the issue came up at every LORRA Committee Meeting. He thanked
Fenella Playne for her support.

Lake Outlet and EBOP Planning Consent

EBOP have gained a water right planning consent for the status quo at the lake outlet.
The canal part of the outlet currently drains via a spring into the Waitangi Stream and
thence into Lake Tarawera. The Tarawera Lakes Preservation Society (chairman Fred
Stevens) have opposed this right on the grounds that the lake should be restored to as
natural a state as possible, ignoring whether this could lead to houses being flooded.
LORRA have lodged a counter objection and we are waiting for a hearing in the
Environment Court.

Electricity Undergrounding
Geoff Palmer asked if we could chase up the RDC and try to ebtain RECT money. We
needed to be noisy and persistent to get any action.

Variation 12 to the District Plan (the former Tarawera Lakes Variation
Maureen Waaka said that submissions were now being reviewed and would be
reported back soon, when she urged people to form an opinion and comment. Bryan
Walford said that we would call a public meeting when the report came out.

Traffic Calming
Terry Kendrick asked who controls our roads — RDC or Transit N7 {who do the main

highways). Bill Holden said that Paul Sampson, District Engineer, had met with our
Committee and then sent his engineers to look at problem areas we had identified, but
they had made no proposals except to reposition the S0kph sign at the village entrance
coming down from the quarry. Barbara Davey and Christian Walter said some
residents were regular speedsters and that it had been worse over the summer holiday.
Barbara suggested a speed camera on her stretch of Loop Rd. Rod Stace suggested a
‘Welcome’ sign, but Bill Holden and Rosie Shand said that such si 2ns were expensive
because they had to give way if a car collided with them. The meeting wanted
something done but we didn’t want an excessive numbers of si ens,

Pest Control

Fenella Playne said that she had caught 36 magpies so far in a double trap. Bryan
Walford said that Don Gollan was supplying rat traps, but that we needed to keep bait
records and for people to look after bait stations. Rod Stace said that there is a possum
control programme for the Blue Lake, which is a priority because it is a mistletoe area,
but that DoC are short of funds.

Lake Ownership

Bryan Walford said that LORRA had not taken any action on this issue and had not
canvassed our community. Anaru Rangihenea urged the meeting to support the RDC's
approach to lakes ownership. Cliff Lee said the issue was a matter for concern.

Securiry Cameras
Bryan Walford said that we had had a very varied response to the idea of having
security cameras here.

Ski Cub Building

Dennis Falconer said that the Water Ski Club owned the building but had relinquished
its DoC lease, so was letting the building go and was negotiating with DoC. The club
still used the launching and ski area. Frank Brosnahan asked if anyone had tackled
DoC about their ridiculous $1,000/yr charge for the lease. Bill Holden said that if other
people could use the building and pay a charge, this might cover the cost of the lease,
Might the Te Waiariki Purea Trust be interested in extending their canoeing activity to
that building? Cara Upsall asked if the Okareka young people could use it, and about
maintenance of road access. Katrin Collet said that the walking track nearby was
attractive though it was growing over.

Bryan Walford said that Rotorua needed all the beaches we could get and that the new
LORRA Committee would pressure the RDC to take the ski club area from DoC and
manage it as a reserve.




The Newsletter

Addresses to the Meeting

lan McLean, Chairman, Lake Waters Quality Society

The LWQS had been formed some 30 vears ago as the Lake Weed Society and had
achieved a pyrrhic victory in that some lakes were now so bad that lake weed could
not grow in them. A symposium in March last year (proceedings available on the
Internet or at $25 hard copy) had led to:

- a professorial chair in Lake Studies at Waikato University being endowed for five
years by EBoP.

- a PhD student from Victoria University doing studies on blue green algae, which can
produce lethal poisons.

- LWQS monitoring the “blue-greens’. Rotoehu is too dangerous for swimming and
Okawa Bay is at three times the danger level.

- LWQS having objected to the RDC’s base water discharge right into Lake Rotoiti.
- our abuse had left a legacy of nutrients in sediments that Noel Burns expected Lake
Rotorua would need a century to recover from.

lan McLean said that the LWQS welcomed members and interest from all lakes:
Okareka was somewhere in the middle of the quality range. The LWQS AGM would
be at 10am on Mon 28 Jan at the Taheke Marae. He congratulated EBoP and the RDC
on their initiatives.

Cathy’s Corners LAKE OKAREKA

5 C

LAKE TARAWERA

For any real estate requirements
on properties at the Lakes,
contact resident specialist Cathy
Lines

Fax 07 348 2381

A/ 07 362 8112
Mob 025 274 0661
Office 07 348 5058

L J Hooker, Cnr Hinemoa & Amohia Streets, PO Box 77, Rotorua, DX JP
30040, New Zealand, rotorua@lih.co.nz MREINZ

MAUREEN WAAKA, COUNCILLOR RDC
Variation 12 to the District Plan — people were aware of issues and she congratulated
Rod Stace for his work in putting forward views on the Variation.

NIWA report on ground water flow at Lake Okareka - she would follow up what was
happening.

Ski Club - would LORRA put in a submission to her, a oncer. She suggested a wider
‘youth’ use for the building.

Gambling — this was poorly regulated, our commu nity was suffering, and she was
working to stop pokies going unchecked (applause).

Cliff Lee
DoC should give us some priority - he had recently seen the fine DoC visitor centres at
Reefton and the Pancake Rocks and wanted them to spend money here too.

Access to lakes etc should be universal and open to all.

Library support — there would be a sale in the Sportsdrome. Could people contribute
second hand bikes etc.

TARAWERA ART GALLERY

& HANDCRAFT CENTRE

445 Spencer Road, Tarawera
Ph/Fax 362 8776

E.Mail: tarart@wave.co.nz

We have original oil paintings, woodturning and
pottery plus embroidery, bone, greenstone
and paua shell jewellery plus much more
NEW

Tarart Designs - Original Cross Stitch Charts
for the keen stitcher
OPEN 7 DAYS




Election of LORRA Comumittee

Standing again: Mark Collet, Dennis Falconer, Don Gollan, Bill Holden, John
McFarland, Rosie Shand, Bryan Walford.

New members: Shaun Bowyer, Terry Kendrick, Cara Upsall.

Bryan Walford thanked them all for standing and declared them elected.

GENERAL BUSINESS

Death of Tai Royal The meeting recorded with regret the death of Tai Royal. What
about a memorial eg at the back of the beach and after a year after mourning. Fenella
Playne did not want lots of plagues etc. Katrin Collet suggested a tree. Fenella asked
Anaru Rangiheua’s opinion and he said that the Arawa Standing Committee should be
consulted on naming matters and would need to be involved. He agreed to a request
Jfrom Barbara Davey, Darah Playne and Bill Holden that we should get local historical
material together eg on beach names. Bryan Walford said that the LORRA Conunittee
would follow this up.

Lake Track and Esplanade Strip

Rod Stace said that with LORRA support he would like to press the issue of a track
around the whole lake, but excluding the residential area. Fenella Playne pointed out
that there was a *cliff” to get past near the Outlet. Sarah Playne, a landscape architect,
said she had had meetings with Tessa Bunny (RDC Landscape Architect) and Fish &
Game, and that her brother had been involved too. They were very keen on how things
would develop and were looking at reforesting some areas of the farm and at bush
enhancement near beaches. Fenella said that they had just had a great co-operative
meeting.

Rosie Shand said she would talk to Laurie Durand fo see if the Te Waiariki Purea
Trust would work on building a bridge over the stream at Boves Beach and a
boardwalk further on. Rod Stace said we would need DoC’s agreement.

Moving the Slalom Course

Dennis Falconer said that because the present site suffered from “roll back® off the
lake bank (a low bluff), water skiers would like to try out having the slalom course at
the south end of the lake ie near Playne’s farm. Fenella Playne asked him if they could
put up a map at the Store showing what they proposed so that we could tick it.

Vote of Thanks
Rosie Shand proposed a vote of thanks to Bryan Walford and Mark Collet for their
work on the LORRA Committee (applause).

The meeting closed at 12 o’clock.

The Newsletler

Some humour

At a recent computer exposition (COMDEX), Bill Gates reportedly
compared the computer industry with the auto industry and stated:

"If General Motors had kept up with the technology like the computer
industry has, we would all be driving $25.00 cars that got 1,000 miles
to the gallon".

In response to Bill's comments, GM issued a press release stating:

"If General Motors had developed technelogy like Microsoft, we would all
be driving cars with the following characteristics:-

1. For no reason whatsoever, your car would crash twice a day.

2. Every time they repainted the lines in the road, you would have to
buy a new car.

3. Occasionally your car would die on the freeway for no reason. You
would have to pull over to the side of the road, close all of the
windows, shut off the car, restart it, and reopen the windows before
you could continue. For some reason, you would simply accept this."

I. The Japancse eat very little fat and suffer fewer beart attacks than the British

" o Amenicams.

2. On the other fand, the French eat o ot of fat and aleo suffer fewer heart
aftacks than the Britioh ov Americans

3. The flapancse drink very little ned wine and suffer fewen heart attacks than the
Brctish ov menicans

4. The Ttalians drink exeessive amounts of ved wine and alse suffen fewer heant
attacks than the Britioh or Hmericans

Conelusion: Eat and drink what you like. it's speaking englioh that kills you!
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AROUND THE VILLAGE

Local issues

ATTENTION
LLAKE DWELLERS

THE CONTINUING STORY OF THE TATE
OF |LAKE CKAREKAS SKI CLUB BUILDING
AND RESERNE ,,,

THANKYOU FOR EXPRESSING YOUR
OPINIONS 1IN REPLY TO THE GREEN
MAILLER T SeNYT ouT. “THe ResulTs
WERE

Boildima/Aehicle. | BuildinaAlehick Building op

access™o stay [ a 3° | Access )

] \O

Plos there was 1 who would svpport Lf

vandalism could be prevented ,and one ;

593.:3151-:?01\ oﬁ Yorning i ircdko & ?Uh:-

MYy APOL-OGIES TO THOSE WHO COUVRDNT
WORK OUT WHAT THE BOXES ON THE FORM
WERE FOR hMD'!ﬂPOLOGlE.S TOTHOSE
VPSET BY THE “YouTH CENTRE™ coNCePT

—> THIS WAS NOT A POPULAR |DEA |

Tue D.0.C 1s oReANISING A DIScussSioN

MEETING SOON. L WiLL BE PHONING THE

PeEoPLe WHO LEFT THEIR, PHORE NS oN

THE FORMS, We vl NEED A REPRESENTATIVE

FROM THE “AGAINST  GrROUP THERE TOOD

ANY TRAKERS?

CHeers

4

7 CARA CSGQS%‘:-)

-JMMNMV

War has been declared on the rat population of Lake
Okareka. The battle lines have been drawn and although
an all out attack has not yet eventuated, the troops are
being marshaled with the stealth of an SAS regiment.

So far 22 traps have been deployed around the
community and a database of the trap locations and bate
consumption is being compiled. Early indications show
bait consumption where houses back onto bush areas
with a particularly vociferous group of rats hoeing into
the baited traps at the top of Summit road and in the bush
behind Loop Rd and Wattle grove. Interestingly enough

Cathy Lines reckons the Steep St rats have gourmet taste as they have shown little
interest in a trap set at her place.

It is hoped that by the end of 2002 to have 100 traps deployed around Lake Okareka
and thus be able to make a real impact in reducing the rat numbers in this area. Street
coordinators will be appointed to handle the bait in their area, so watch this space

The rat traps are child and pet proof and available for $15:00, and the bait, which is
Ditron is currently supplied free of charge by EBOP who are enthusiastically behind
this program,

For any further information, please contact Don Gollan on 3628 617

Piano Tuition

Experienced Piano teacher
Tutoring classical and modern music.
Children and adult classes

T T

Tiil ivmmimm

Phone Patricia Scott 3628 245
Lake Okareka




CHANGES TO ON-SITE EFFLUENT TREATMENT REGIONAL PLAN

While we saw no problem with the changes Environment B.O.P. proposed to this Plan,

we took the opportunity of making submissions on them seeking further changes to

address various concerns which residents had repeatedly raised in relation to the

compulsory septic tank cleaning and inspection programme. These concemns included:

® _The unnecessary work and cost of a three-yearly cycle when a longer frequency
would be sufficient for properties with low occupancy or for holiday homes

* The possibility of major expense required to upgrade tanks which failed inspection
being followed by further expense later for a reticulated sewerage scheme

* The inadequacy of the inspections in that they do not clearly determine the nature
and condition of the soakage field, which is critical to effectiveness of the whole
system.

Recently we received the response of Environment B.O.P. staff to our submissions,

which was unfavourable on all these matters, and attended a pre-hearing meeting with

them to try to resolve the issues, again unsuccessfully. It will apparently be necessary

to present our case at the hearing of submissions before the Council in April.

PROPOSED REGIONAL WATER AND LAND PLAN

Submissions on this Plan have recently been invited, closing on 17 May. Having made
comments on the draft version we intend to respond, in view of the significance of the
Plan to environmental management in this area. Anyone interested in stmdying the
Plan and contributing to our submissions please contact Rod Stace.

Are you stressed, tired, overworked and unappreciated?
tight shoulders, sore neck, aching muscles?

Break down the tension build-up with a
THERAPEUTIC HEALTH MASSAGE

Enjoy a massage session that suits you; in private
and peaceful surroundings at Lake Okareka for $20

NICKY MUNDAY ph 3628 700
massage and healing therapies

The Newrletter

Lake Okareka Walkway

Lake Okareka Walkway
Planting Bees

Time to get your green
fingers out

Mark this dates on your calendar....

Planting Bee dates:

Meet at Acacia Road Reserve

Bring spade, gumboots or suitable footwear, gloves, sunhat
WE will provide some spades

» School students Easter planting day

1.30 start

Wednesday 10™ April,

BBQ provided after planting for the everyone who get their hands
dirtylll

Weekend for everybody!ll

10.30 start

Saturday 6™ April

Saturday 20™ April

Saturday 18" May

Nutritional Farmbake biscuits will be provided
Bring your thermos

The more hands the better!lll

)

ROTORUA
DISTRICT
COUNCIL




Summary of the Lake Okareka water quality study

This is a brief summary of a recent report on the possible effect of septic tanks at Lake
Okareka. Ihope I have covered all the important bits. T should also warn you that this
is my interpretation of the report and I may have misunderstood some parts of it. If
anyone is interested in the full report, please contact Mark Collect, or myself. editor

In recent years, the quality of the water in the Rotorna lakes has been of some concem.
To address this issue, Rotorua District Council commissioned NITWA to determine the
effects of septic tank leachate on the water quality of the lakes at a few “problem lake-
side areas”. As part of this study, ESR was subcontracted to carry out an assessment
of acceptable setback distances for septic tanks.

Lake Okareka is one of the identified problem areas and was selected as the focus of
this study.

Two septic tanks systems at Lake Okareka were selected, one located at 13 Loop Rd
and one at 7 Acacia Rd. Five wells were installed at each site, core samples taken, and
hydraulic conductivity and hydraulic gradients were estimated.

The Acacia Rd site was 47 m upstream of the lake, the water table was only 0.2 m
below the bottom of the septic tank disposal bed in March 2001, and the bed was
flooded in winter 2001. The underground water velocity was between 1 and 4 m/day,
and the hydraulic gradient was 0.005.

The Loop Rd site was 155 m upstream of the lake and 1.05 m above the water table in
March 2001. The underground water velocity was 0.45 to .69 m/day, and the
hydraulic gradient was 0.008.

The summary of the results from samples taken from these sites suggests that “septic
tank effluent could often enter the groundwater at similar concentrations to raw
effluent, especially for those sites where the water table rises to flood the disposal bed
of the septic tank.”

An in situ infiltration experiment using septic tank effluent spiked with microbial
tracers was carried out at the Loop Rd site. The finding of this experiment “suggests
that although bacteria could largely be filtered out through the unsaturated zone,
viruses could still enter the groundwater”

Laboratory column experiments were carried out to investigate the attenuation and
transport of microorganisms under saturated conditions. The “results from the column
experiment with short pulse injection indicate that in a normal situation of intermittent
discharge of septic tank effluent, the breakthrough of pathogens is likely to be of an
abrupt nature, occurring and disappearing quickly.”

The Newsletrer

A three-dimensional contamination transport model was used to determine the
minimum septic tank setback distances for a worst case scenario. Results from this
model “suggest that the maximum viral concentrations in groundwater 51 m down-
gradient of a septic tank would be below the New Zealand Drinking Water Standards.”

The model estimated setback distance required to meet the Recreational Water Quality
Guidelines for E. Coli was 16 m, however, at this distance the viral concentrations
would still be very high.

The results from the model were “consistent with results observed in a few field
studies reported in the literature in similar conditions.”

The report also noted that they “only considered microbial concentrations in the
groundwater. In reality, the quality of the lake is recharged by not only the
groundwater, but also from surface run-off and rainfall etc.”

So, to sum up the summary, septic tank effluent could often enter the lake water,
particularly when the tanks are close to the lake level or flooded. Virus could also
enter the lake water from septic tanks. They suggest that septic tanks should be at
least 50 meters upstream from the lake.

ACRYLIC NAIL

ENHANCEMENTS

By Vana Taylor
Calder Road
Phone: 3628 007 after 4.00pm or
021 178 6714 and leave a message

(2 hours - approx)
French Nail Extensions
Blush Nail Extensions

(1% hours - approx)
French/Blush Rebalance/Backfill

Nail Repairs




The Newslemer

Do computers hate you? - Well, this
story should make you feel a bit better

This is a true story from the WordPerfect Helpline which was transcribed from a
recording monitoring the customer care department. Needless to say, the Help
Desk employee was fired; however, he/she is currently suing the WordPerfect
organization for "Termination without Cause.” Actual dialogue of a former
WordPerfect Customer Support employee (now I know why they record these
conversations!)

"Ridge Hall computer assistance; may | help you?"

"Yes, well, I'm having trouble with WordPerfect."

"What sort of trouble?

"Well, I was just typing along, and all of a sudden the words went away."
"Went away?

"They disappeared.”

"Hmmm. So what does your screen look like now?"
"Nothing."

"Nothing?"

"It's a blank; it won' t accept anything when I type.”

"Are you still in WordPerfect, or did you get out?"

"How do I tell>”

"Can you see the C: prompt on the screen?”

"What's a sea-prompt?

"Never mind, can you move your cursor around the screen?”
“There isn't any cursor: I told you, it won't accept anything I type.”
"Does your monitor have a power indicator?"

"What's a monitor?

"It's the thing with the screen on it that looks like a TV."

"Does it have a little light that tells you when it's on?"

"Tdon't know."

"Well, then look on the back of the monitor and find where the power cord goes
mto it. Can you see that?"

"Yes, I think so.”
"Great. Follow the cord to the plug, and tell me if it's plugged into the wall."

"Yes, itis"

"When you were behind the monitor, did you notice that there were two cables
plugged into the back of it, not just one?"

No.”

"Well, there are. | need you to look back there again and find the other cable "
"Okay, here it 1s.”

"Follow it for me, and tell me if it's plugged securely into the back of your
computer.”

"I can't reach.”

"Uh huh. Well, can you see if it is?"

"No."

"Even if you maybe put your knee on something and lean way over?"
"Oh, it's not because I don't have the right angle - it's because it's dark."
"Dark?™

“Yes - the office light is off, and the only light T have is coming in from the
window."

"Well, turn on the office light then."

"l can't.”

"No? Why not?"

"Because there's a power failure.”

"B DOWET....consase a power failure? Aha, Okay, we've got it licked now. Do you still
have the boxes and manuals and packing stuff your computer came in?"

"Well, yes, | keep them in the closet.”

"Good. Go get them, and unplug your system and pack it up just like it was
when you got it. Then take it back to the store you bought it from."

"Really? Is it that bad?"

"Yes, I'm afraid it is."

“Well, all right then, I suppose. What do I tell them?"
“Tell them you're too f***¥**g stupid to own a computer."




SOME HISTORY

In the early sixties, after a particularly wet winter, there was some major flooding at
Lake Okareka, as can be seen in this photo from the Daily Post.

A -lodk oar ilicates lhe depth of
: = waler surrouncing a boashed which
P has all bt disappearsd  from wiaw,
A six-foot oar indicates the depth of
water surrounding a boatshed which
has all but disappeared from view.

At this time there was no outlet control at the far end of the lake. The general opinion
was that there was an underwater outlet that was closing up for some reason. Every
winter the lake level would come up a bit higher than the year before and take longer
to come back down.

The houses in the next photo are on Acacia Rd, between Benn Rd and Loop Rd, and
these guys are rowing across the road. Apparently there were no trees around at the
time. I was told that Mr Camble, who owned the shop at the time used to stand on
Loop Rd outside the shop and catch fish.

Helidoy bomzs suronnded by
the risiae watzs of Uhe ke

Thanks to Mrs Smith-Windeatt for the information and photos
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P Do you want your child 1o J
= DEVELOP CONFIDENCE ?
LEARN NEW SKILLS ?
GAIN A LIFE-LONG INTEREST ?
HAVE FUN ?
You do? Then send them to

SPEECH AND DRAMA CLASSES
g Offered by
> “SWISE? COMMUNICATIONS
k On your doorstep at Lake Okareka

K Students prepaved for

7 NZSB Examinations and local Speech and Drama Competitions
F Small classes. Individual attention.

AL Classes on Wednesday and Friday at

A A A A A A A A A A A

R Lake Okareka Hall
For further information contact:
< Sue Wilson OR Val Isherwood
. Dip.Kgtn. Tchg, ASB, BA. Cert. Ed., LTCL, BEd.(Hons)
> Phone: 3628398 Phone: 3628763
) VAY WAY VAY VA “ACATACA A AN A A\

Mobile Library Service

Enhance your
well-being with
Therapeutic Massage

The Rotorua Public Library Mobile
Van visits the Lake Qkareka Stare
every Monday 3.00pm - 3.30pm

The Maobile Library carries a good
selection of fiction and non-fiction
books for all ages, including large
print, magazines and children’s
jigsaws. Special requests can be
made for talking books, music CDs
and cassettes, videos and specific
subjects. The Mobile Librarian is
happy to discuss ways in which to
improve their service.

Connie May Thorne
Massage Therapist
362 8759

Member of the Massage Institute of
NZ
Locally sitvated in Okareka

+ Sports Massage
* Acupressure

* Postural Alignment
& 348 4177 with any ideas + Huna

The Karori Sanctuary

The Karori wildlife sanctuary is a 250 Ha area, close to the centre of Wellington,
surrounding the old Karori water reservoir.

An 8.6-km long rodent proof fence surrounds
the sanctuary, keeping out possums, rats, cats
and a range of other non-native predators. A
number of species of native flora and fauna
are being introduced back into the sanctuary
and it is proving to be a great success as an
educational experience, a research program,
and also a tourist venture.

The initial concept for the sanctuary started in
1992, and a charitable community trust was
set up. The fence was finally completed in
August 1999, followed by an intensive pest
eradication campaign and in June 2000 the
sanctuary was declared “pest free”. The
sanctuary now has 11 full time staff and many
volunteers. It is open to the public through a
single gate. By all accounts the bird-life has
flourished, and the bush has boomed, even

after just a couple of years.

This is all very interesting
you say, but so what!!

The idea of such a sanctuary
in this area has been
mentioned before and 1 keep
thinking that the area
surrounded by Okareka
Loop road, Tawarewa road
and the Blue Lake would be
the ideal place for such a
sanctuary. It would be a
great chance to see what the
native bush and bird-life
would be like if there were no possums, rats etc.

If anyone has got any points of view on this idea either for or against, please let me
know and if there is enough people interested we could take this a step further.
For more information on the sanctuary, try www.sanctuary.org.nz




SOMETHING FROM THE KIDS

BuT7ERFLY ALY By Quonns Ruaocse

LAKE OKAREKA HALL HIRE

Available to both Local residents and Non-local residents
For bookings and information on hire charges

Contact Mary Madsen (Hall Secretary)
PH 362 8564
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