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3 The Newsletter

 Chairman’s Report for 2004

PRESENTED AT LORRAAGM
Sunday 2™ January 2005

2004 has been a year of submissions, meetings,
reviews, more submissions, public meetings, and
the local body elections. Former MP Sir Harry
Lapwood was quoted as saying A politician was
a chap who shook your hand before an election
and vour confidence after it.” Whilst we extend
our congratulations to Mayor Kevin Winters and
the elected Councillors we await evidence that
Sir Harry's observation will not be applied to
this, the Winter’s lead Council.

The steady but slow progress of the Lake Okareka Catchment Management
Action Plan, oft referred to as LOCMAP, hasn’t been the only issue for the
committee to address during 2004. We also had a major Rates Review, the
Long Term Community Council Plan or LTCCP for both the RDC and EBoP,
and the new On-site Effluent Treatment Plan. All of these required some level
of attention including submissions to be prepared, presented and then spoken
to.

One remains optimistic that the majority of the community will not be af-
fected by this plan, but only on the assumption that the Sewerage Scheme will
be constructed and operational prior to the 2010 deadline for the On-site Efflu-
ent Treatment Plan.

Rates:

The RDC will be handing out a steep rate increase to our community this vear
following last year’s decision to change the structure and weighting of the rate
burden. We argued that the rating differential between urban residential and ru-
ral residential should not be reduced as our community, on average was paying
more per household for services than our near neighbours in Lynmore. The
counter argument, supported by, among others, Mavor Winters was that the dif-
ferential was effectively a subsidy benefiting rural residential ratepayers. The
main issue we endeavoured, without success. to engage the previous Council
on was one of costs. Following a meeting between the Mayor, The Chairman of
the Works Committee, our Ward Councillors, resident Councillor Russell Judd
and a delegation from LORRA, we are able to advise you that whilst there was
some comment about reviewing costs, at the recent Council meeting where the
1Q costs were tabled, they were compared with the annual plan rather than
showing variances with last year’s actuals. It appears the willingness to obscure




The Newsletter 4

continues and there remains no sincere commitment to address the increasing
costs within Council.

That said the ability to impact Councillors decision making is made all the
more difficult when the community remains outwardly apathetic to a proposal
that sees you now facing a circa 35% rise. As I heard one Councillor remark
following the hearing on the LTCCP which included various ratepayer presen-
tations on the proposed rating change, “if that is the extent of concern toward a
hefty increase, then it's a done deal.” The Councillor was referring to the num-
ber attending in support of the submitters for rural residential ratepayers.

We are your elected representatives and we undertake to represent you regard-
ing issues like this, but when we seek public support and don’t receive it we
can not be expected to generate miracles.

Implied in the Councillor’s comment is that apathy works to the Council’s
benefit and conversely highlights the weakest link in a democracy.

I touched on a meeting between a delegation of LORRA members and the
Council including the Mayor and East Ward Councillors that was held post the
Local body Elections. This initiative is to be commended and, so long as it con-
tinues, will ensure more open dialogue between the electors and the elected
representatives than was previously the case.

Before T move onto the progress of LOCMAP I wish to highlight a number of
the less time consuming, but no less relevant, issues we have addressed during
the previous 12 months include:

1. the persistently high lake level during Winter and Spring;

2. the damage at the public boat-ramp by ‘The Duck’;

3. the moving of the 5 knot buoys on the lake, thus creating a greater *slow-go’
zone in front of Steep St.;

4. the re-siting of the slalom water-ski course;

3. life after the Store and implications on communicating with the community;

6. the demise of Okareka Security;

7. the persistence of car owners seeking water for their vehicles from the ditch
outside Terry Moore’s quarry driveway;

8. successfully supporting an EEF application by Landcare Okareka for fund-
ing to continue improving the now national class Okareka Walkway;

9. The indiscriminate trimming of roadside fauna by the RDC contracted
MOWer,

I highlight a mere sample.
Onto LOCMAP

The year commenced with an update by the RDC and EBoP on progress of the
working party toward releasing a draft plan for consultation with the public.
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This was duly released; we prepared submissions, for the February 20" dead-
line, on behalf of LORRA, as did many of you, as individuals. The hearing was
subsequently held and a number of the changes LORRA sought were granted.

A frustrating aspect of this process was everything was preliminary, no de-
tailed work or investigations had been undertaken during the working party de-
liberations, the idea of the preliminary report was to get acceptance from the
community that the community wanted to undertake a range of measures to en-
sure the degradation of Okareka’s water quality doesn’t continue. Without sur-
prise the community gave an overwhelming endorsement for this at last years
AGM. Despite this, the working party, managed by EBoP adhered to the proc-
ess for a further six months.

If this is what the LGA legislation provides for improvement in dialogue, read
consultation, with the community then it was clearly designed for various levels
of Government to set agendas and run projects to their timetable and not that of
the community to which they are responsible.

The real action on LOCMAP commenced in early July when the RDC ten-
dered for a project coordinator. Opus was duly appointed and then charged with
preparing a report recommending the most appropriate reticulation system,
treatment plant and disposal system. This report has been completed and the
RDC Engineers are currently seeking clarification from the consultants on a
few points. It is anticipated that a summary document will be sent to ratepayers
during the week commencing 10™ January.

It seems somewhat futile to ask why the working party was not able to save 15
months and move immediately to where we started in July. My word of advice
to the Lakes Rotoiti and Tarawera Ratepayers Assns is they should not accept
the same process as we were party to without just cause.

Professor David Hamilton, who holds the EBoP sponsored Chair at Waikato
University responsible for restoration of Lake Water quality in the Rotorua
Lakes, observed at the 2003 Lakes Water Quality Symposium that Okareka
could have an algal bloom in the summer of 2007/8. The Sewerage scheme,

&a&u“&&uaa%aamm&umasummﬂmmua%&
. 8y
R LAKE OKAREKA HALL HIRE R
:I Available to both Local residents and Non-local :—:
< residents N
& For bookings and information on hire charges ::
S &
~ Contact Sue Gollan (Hall Secretary) by
:t PH 362 8617 é
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assuming no delays is set to be operational by July 2007. An Algal bloom at the
end of 2007 will be the result of excess nutrient release from the lake sediments
during April/May of 2007. A quick calculation highlights in stark reality that
there is no room for delays, in fact it is imperative that all parties with an inter-
est investigate all options in reducing nutrient run-off to the lake in an expedi-
tious manner.

The next presentation to you, the community, on the progress of LOCMARP is
here, at the Hall, on Tuesday 25" January at 7pm.

Providing presentations will be:

1. Greg Manzano, from the RDC Engineers. Accompanying him will be a rep-
resentative from the consultancy who has prepared the Engineering Options
report.

representative from the consultancy who has prepared the Engineering Op-
tions report.

2. EBoP will brief you on the efficacy of Wetlands, the Hypolimnetic dis-
charge, and a flocculant trial using ‘Phoslock’.

3. LORRA believes it appropriate to also invite the NZ representative of Pho-
slock to answer any questions on suitability, environmental impacts, and ap-
plication rates.

4. Marc Fauvel, RDC Planner, will present on the progress a LOCMAP work-
ing group are making on investigating environmentally enhancing land use
change as a contributor to reducing nutrient load on our still swimmable
lake.

I urge all of you to attend and ask that you encourage people not present today
to set aside time to attend this presentation.

I wish to acknowledge the support of Lake Water Quality Society, and a num-
ber of other voluntary groups for the sharing of information, which are so im-
portant in ensuring we stay apace with the Agencies who have full-time em-
ployees working on these projects.

Landcare Okareka continues to provide enthusiastic volunteers contributing to
the enhancement of our aesthetically pleasing environment. This year Joan
Grace and Sandra Goodwin met with the RDC Parks and Reserves person, with
the agreement of LORRA, to discuss beautifying other public areas in the set-
tlement. The replanting and creation of two new plant beds around the Hall is a
direct result of this initiative. The group is to be commended for this.

The Fire Brigade were the welcome recipients of a new, well new to them, fire
appliance. They go about their duties without fanfare, but without them a house
fire at a Calder Rd property in July would have had a very different outcome.

The pre-school has had another successful year. The committee took the diffi-
cult decision to increase the roll maximum. This has allowed the society some
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financial flexibility that was not previously available. The pre-school hosted a
visit from ERO in November. The final report is due in January but the draft re-
lease will be of comfort to parents of existing and prospective attendees. The
longevity of service by teachers, Leslie Goddard, and regular stand-in Jenny
Brown is no doubt a contributing factor.

Looking forward:

2005 will see a continuation of the Action Plan, and your LORR A representa-
tives responsible for monitoring the progress of action vs. the stated time-lines
will ensure momentum is maintained.

There has been some amalgamation of various clubs and societies within the
community, again unfortunately due to apathy.

If you would like to assist with the running of the Tennis Club, or join Don
Gollan and others on the social committee please approach one of the commit-
tee members at the conclusion.

Don has suggested a coordinated approach to arranging and running social
events in the community. This, to my mind, is a constructive initiative that
should ensure greater patronage of fewer but better resourced events.

One such event is this evening’s concert at Joe Hignett’s farm, 100 Loop Rd.

Gates open at 4pm with the first act on stage from 4.30pm. If you wish to pur-
chase tickets you may approach Don Gollan at the conclusion.

The Committee will no doubt be pitched into another challenge with the RDC
on the rating charge as the annual plan is set, the long term plan is reviewed
and the demands on local government coffers continues to rise, both from es-
sential and non essential spending,

A number of you have contributed some time or resource to the benefit of the
community this past year, and I wish to acknowledge the Trewin’s for the use
of their lawn for the Annual Carol Service and visit from Okareka’s very own
Father Christmas!

Also to Shirley Woods, the editor of our Newsletter. Shirley has the thankless
task of chasing the committee and others for editorial, and she does it with
good grace. Shirley has expressed her willingness to continue with publishing
the Newsletter.

Please show your gratitude to these people and the members of the other so-
cieties [ have mentioned.

Your Committee are volunteers and, at some cost to themselves both in time
and money, put in a huge amount of work to ensure the community remains a
happy and harmonious place to live. I thank them for their contribution and
support this past year.

Thank you.

Campbell Johnstone, LORRA Chairman
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Secretary's Report

Dear Okareka Residents and Ratepayers

Since the LORRA AGM in January the LORRA Committee have been very
busy attending meetings, reading information, reading and replying to corre-
spondence, writing submissions and speaking with various local government
politicians and staff and local people on numerous issues. While we do not
have one specific person acting as Chairperson for the LORRA Committee, we
do have the host for each monthly meeting, chairing that particular meeting.
Hopefully, over this year someone may put their hand up to take on the Chair-
person’s role.

In the meantime, the Committee members have all undertaken to carry out
various tasks throughout the year to ensure the continued smooth running of the
organisation. Many members are also representatives of LORRA on various
other organisations in the district, such as LOCMAP, Lakes Water Quality Soci-
ety and Rotorua Combined Lakes Ratepayers Assn. to ensure this community
has a voice at these forums. This approach is resulting in a Committee that is
functioning well as a team.

Some of the issues we are dealing with include:

1 Progress on lake water quality issues - LOCMAP, sewerage system op-
tions for Okareka, discussions on future land use choices

2 Rates issues — asking RDC to re look at the differential in light of the
huge difference in rates that are paid by rural residential compared with
urban residential; lobbying RDC on investigating capital value based rat-
ing as a far fairer and more equitable scheme than the present; expressing
our concerns about the impact a further huge increase in land values due
in a new valuation towards the end of 2005 will have on rates in 2006 —
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added to the costs of a sewerage scheme
3 Working with Rotorua Combined Lakes Ratepayers Assn. investigating
the setting up of a Community Board for the lakes areas
4 Lobbying Unison (power infrastrucure company) about the erection of
concrete power poles throughout the village before fully consulting with
the community
5 Organising a notice board for the village
6 Negotiating with RDC a tidy up and improvement for the signage about
the lake regulations et near the boat ramp
7 Investigating the setting up of an Okareka web page, seeking funding
from charitable sources, the web page to be available for use by the vari-
ous groups in the village to advertise events
8 Introduction packs for new residents
9 Liaison with Police for security issues and Neighbourhood Support
groups
10 Calling on Telecom to provide cell phone coverage for the area
This gives an idea of some of the issues we are currently dealing with. We al-
ways appreciate hearing from residents about any issues that are of concern to

Local Celebrant

Weddings, Funerals, Naming Days, Renewal of Vows
and other individualised ceremonies

Susan Brown. B.A. (English) Cert, Celebrant Studies
Phone 362 8568

them.
| LAKE OKAREKA j

Sandra Goodwin, Secretary
Cathy's Corners
[ LAKE TARAWERA E]

For any real estate requirements on
properties at the Lakes. contact
resident specialist Cathy Lines

Fax 07 348 2381
AH 07 3628112
Mob 027 274 0661
Office 07 348 5058

L J Hooker, Cnr Hinemoa & Amohia Streets, PO Box 77, Rotorua,
DX JP 30040, New Zealand, rotorua@ljh.co.nz MREINZ
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Forest and Bird
Tikitapu Scenic Reserve
Pest Control Programme 2005

The pest control programme for 2005 is underway in
the reserve. The aim for 2005 is that we will, together
with DoC and EnvBoP, cover the whole of the reserve
from Okareka to Tarawera Rd with bait stations and pest
control.

This year we hope to continue to see improved bird life
and healthy bush regrowth, with a further reduction in the
number of possums and rats. We are also targeting wallabies with the
new adapted bait stations.

The first working bees will be to cut the new lines that EnvBoP have marked
out for us. These working bees will be held monthly until July/August when the
poison programme will start again.

We are having both weekend and mid week days this year in the hope that that
will suit more people. We meet at the corner of Benn and Loop Rds at 9am and
aim to finish by 12md. Reasonable fitness is required and you are asked to

bring machetes/slashers or loppers, secateurs, hammer, backpack, a drink and
to wear good boots.

The next working bees will be held on
Monday April 11"  Booking with Rod Stace ph 362 8523
Sunday May 8" Booking with Chris Ecroyd ph 347 9067

Wednesday June 8* Booking with James and Frances Blakely
ph 362 8480

If you would like to help with this worthwhile project, and get fit and have
some fun with a pleasant group of people at the same time, please contact us for
further details. James and Frances Blakely Ph 362 8480 or
email blakelys@ paradise.net.nz

[ am sure all Okareka residents would like to see the end of possums, rats ete
and to see and hear an increase in our native birds, plus see more of the native
mistletoe in flower. It can only be done with peoples help, so please do think
about joining us.

Frances Blakely
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Mid Winter Swin

The Annual Lake Okareka Mid-Winter Swim,
(sponsored by LORRA) will be held at

Boyes Beach on

Sunday 19th June, at 10.00am

Come along and have
some fun- prizes,
mulled wine, bonfire,

sausage sizzle, etc

TCULFFCR: / MARINE

o

V L

Call and see Grant and Shona
and the team at
TELFER MARINE

for all of your boating
requirements:

£+ Boat servicing and maintenance
4+ Large range of chandlery
{+ New and used boat sales
1+ Dreamboats membership

236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand. Phone: (07) 345 9854
Fax: (07) 345 9857 Email: telfermarine@xtra.co.nz

Eoa O S SBT Ducconcer- mummmmms

FeRAN BOATE
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- Neighbourhood Watch
DUMPING OF RUBBISH

If you are aware of illegal dumping of rubbish -
household waste, garden waste, organic or inorganic
materials — please be more observant. Try to geta
vehicle registration number and description of the
vehicle — and report your observations to Rotorua
District Council or to Department of Conservation.
They will chase this up if they have good information
they can use.

This village is too beautiful a place to have people
going about dumping their rubbish. Garden wastes being dumped lead to some
garden plants becoming real pests in the natural environment. Inorganic
rubbish sits in the environment and is a real eyesore. Usually someone has to
go and clean the rubbish up. Please be observant and caring about your
community.

FOUND
I pair reading glasses along Acacia Road. If these are yours, please contact
Sandra or Mike 362 8865

Pamper Your Guests with
Fine Cuisine & Excellent Service

Arawa Park Function Centre Fenton Street Rotorua
Phone: 07 348 3885 Email: rotorua@thecateringco.co.nz

WATCHDOG

SECURITY SERVICES

WATCHDOG Security would like to notify all resident of the
current increase in burglary’s in the lakes district.

Did you know that
85% of home burglaries occur during the day

Watchdog are urging all residents to have their alarms monitored

Or

To look at installing an alarm system

Having a monitored alarm can

+ Decrease your insurance premiums
« Increase the security of your property

Watchdog Guarantees to offer the best rates and will not be beaten
on service.

Watchdog is the only local monitoring security company and all of
our staff have intimate local knowledge of the area.

All enquires, please contact

WATCHDOG SECURITY
Ph: 3492111

or
Email: security@watchdog.co.nz
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Landcare Okareka News

Report from Landcare Okareka Steering Committee

Much has been happening on the Okareka Walkway lately. Work has started
on the upgrade of the track and facilities, using grant money from Environment
Bay of Plenty Environment Enhancement Fund. This is a joint project between
Rotorua District Council, Landcare Okareka and Environment Bay of Plenty.
Landcare Okareka and RDC are presently negotiating a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding to help guide the liaison between the two organisations as they
work together on this project.

Designs of a composting toilet, bird hide and shade structure are more or less
finalised and will be forwarded onto Rotorua District Council for approval.
RDC will then be calling for tenders for their construction.

The levelling and widening of the track around the second bluff and on down
to Silver Beach has been completed, with Bill Rigney being the contractor. This
section has been improved to allow for better access for the elderly, pushchairs
and wheelchairs. The composting toilets will be located down near Silver
Beach and one will be suitable for use by disabled persons.

From Silver Beach to the kanuka grove, the walking track is to follow a new
route up above the beach. One of the reasons for this was to keep walkers away
from those enjoying picnics and water skiing. It will also provide walkers with
elevated panoramic views over the lake.

The contract to widen and improve the section through the kanuka groves to
the outlet has been let to Wildland Consultants, Rotorua. Work on this section
will h-egm on 13™ March. The work for this section will be done by hand to
minimise damage to the kanuka. A re-route of the final steep section will ease
the grade and improve walking safety. The walkway from Silver’s Beach to the
outlet is being upgraded to tie in with a long term future vision of a walkway
right around the lake.

The newly formed sections of the walkway from the second bluff to Silver
Beach have had a good layer of metal applied to create an all weather surface,
suitable for pushchairs and wheelchairs. However, the section from Silver
Beach to the outlet will really only be suitable for walkers, and is not designed
for pushchairs or wheelchairs.

Monthly working bees for the Landcare Okareka volunteers have begun again,
now that the summer holiday season is over. We have decided to postpone the
planned working bee for Easter weekend as a number of volunteers have indi-
cated they would not be available. Instead there will be 2 working bees during
April — Saturday 2™ April and Saturday 30™ April.
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An excellent planting programme is planned again this year, with at least 1500
trees and plants already on offer from the RDC. Locals can also help with the
supply of plants, by potting up any spare seedling native plants that pop up in
your garden. Landcare Okareka can supply potting bags for you to use. We
would be happy to collect the seedling plants prior to a planting day. Plants
need to be at least 600mm high — bigger would be better.

We understand that carex wetland plants, from seed sourced from the wetland
area on Miller Road, are now being grown on at Rotorua Lakes High School.
This is a joint venture between the school and EBOP. These plants will become
available for planting in the wetland riparian areas adjacent to the lake.

Landcare Okareka people have also been working as Department of Conserva-
tion volunteers on weeds in the Tikitapu Reserve. We have been concentrating
on the roadside margins along Loop Road from Lake Tikitapu (Blue Lake) back
to the village. Some of the weeds we are dealing to include a patch of Old
Man’s Beard, tradescantia, gorse, broom, willow, montbretia. Volunteers have
also helped DoC clean up rubbish on Miller’s Road, and eradicate weeds at the
entrance to Okataina Walkway.

Landcare Okareka will also undertake some other tidying up projects around
the village from time to time. Landcare Okareka is made up of a dedicated
group of willing volunteers who turn out to work in all kinds of weather. There
is always room for more volunteers — we welcome them with open arms. So if
you would like to help make your village a more pleasant place to live —and
join a successful, award winning team, please come along. We would love to
see you. It has been just great lately to see some of our volunteers coming out
from town to do weeding on the walkway — on days that are not “organised
working bees” — thank you.

If you would like more information about Landcare Okareka activities please
contact Elisabeth 362 8679 or James 362 8480.

Mike Goodwin
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Rats Rats Rats

Traps and bait are available to help in the fight
{against this undesirable rodent which is still evident
in Lake Okareka and environs. The plan is to ring
{the settlement with traps as the bush provides
|rats with ideal habitat. Traps are $15.00 each
whilst the bait is supplied at no charge by EBOP.

Contact Don Gollan — if you wish to join the war on rats
Phone 362 8617,

DON'T FORGET Nz
Daylight saying ends on the — [ Jo |
20th March, put your clocks e —ll_ll- f’b_i

BACK one hour at 2am £
—

Septic Tank Cleaning & Inspections
Plus Outlet Solid Filter Installations
(in accordance with EBOP recommendations)

Contact

Rotorua Waste Disposal
(Certified Inspectors)

REASONABLE RATES, PROMPT & EFFICIENT SERVICE
Small Truck—FEasy Access

Phone Kath & Ray Peebles Jnr
121 Main Road, Ngongotaha

Phone (07) 357 4534
Mobile 021 349 236 (Ray) 021 296 5063 (Kath)
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$ Denis King — Landscape artist
; (formerly of Tarawera Art Gallery)

You can now view paintings of
Lake Okareka, Tarawera, etc
at my studio

11 Banksia Place, R.D.4. Rotorua
(second on left past the Whakatane turnoff)

Probably best to phone first

Email: tarart@wave.co.nz www.denisking.com

ACRYLIC NAIL
ENHANCEMENTS

By Vana Taylor, Calder Road
Phone: 362 8007 after 4.00pm or
021 178 6714 and leave a message

Also original embroidery designs in charts or kits

:
;

Sl XK e L

-
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Rotorua District Council District Plan

Rotorua District Council is making initial consultation contact with the commu-
nity in regards to the Rotorua District Plan. This is due for re writing and updat-
ing in 2006. An open day was recently held and public survey forms were dis-
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tributed. These forms invited people to have their say in Rotorua’s future. The
form is reprinted here so you can remove it fill it in and either post it back or
put it in an appropriate box at City Focus, Council administration building or
the City Library.

Rotorua’s Environment - Have your say ...

This is your chance to have a say in Rotorua’s future.
PUBLIC | pjease fill in the form giving us your thoughts and either |
SURVEY |put it in the boxes provided at the City Focus, Council
|administration building or at the City Librarv.

Q1 what are the important environmental issues in the
Rotorua District for you?

Q2 How can we, as a community, tackle these issues?

Q3 What do you think will be the key environmental issues
in the Rotorua District in 10 years?

DESTINATION

ROT@®RUA

o

Q4 This information is for demographic purposes only but
it would be useful if you could fill it in.

a) Your gender?
O Male O Female

b) Your age group?

O 0-14 years O 15-24 years
O 25-34years O 35 -44 years
O 45 -54 years O 55 and over
c) Are you a...

O Resident O Visitor

d) Your home location?

O Rotorua city O Ngongotaha
O Rotorua suburbs O Rural village
O Rural O Lakeside
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airshots
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Lake Okareka Volunteer Rural
Fire Brigade Update

Aerial photography

Waterfront and residential homes
— lifestyle blocks — scenic photography

Phone Betty: 3459162 or 025 997711

Email:

| Photos of Okareka homes are now on file. Call to inspect |
your area. The photo quality is guaranteed and prints are
at very reasonable rates. Ideal gift with a difference.

airshots@actrix.co.nz

Looking forward to winter? Yeah. right!

With the inevitable change of seasons soon to
be upon us, a word of warning to those new
residents who haven’t experienced an
“Okareka™ winter yet. The pretty, white stuff
you'’ll see on the road sides on those crisp, clear
mornings usually means deadly black stuff on
the road which can make retaining simple trac-
tion with the road a skill to test even the best of
drivers. Take particular care on those corners
that are sheltered from the sun.

Also, before you fire up the good old log-burner, be sure to get yvour fire
cleaned. 1 got a 10 litre pail full of soot from my fire, and that was only after
three months of use. Remember, if you do experience a chimney fire, a jug of
water poured on the fire will result in steam going up the flue — this should
have an immediate effect. Dial 111 as soon as possible and give clear, precise
information to the operator. Please do not hesitate in getting vour local brigade
turned out — that’s what we’re here for. A local resident dialled 111 in similar
circumstances and, upon our arrival, we discovered that a fire had started inside
the wall cavity due solely to the radiant heat build-up. Left undetected, this
would have proved catastrophic.

Your local brigade is in desperate need of volunteers, especially
now that we have lost three members who have returned to uni-
versity, and also the recent departure of Gareth Johns and the
resignation of Peter Wilson. New members receive full training,
full uniform, safety boots, overalls, etc. and the pleasure of my
company for a couple of hours every Wednesday night. Come
and learn some valuable new skills.

For further information on the brigade or any other enquiries, please don’t
hesitate to contact me (Phone 362 8874).

Until next time.

Phil Muldoon
Chief Fire Officer
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ALLENS UNITED
SEPTIC TANKS

Locally Owned & Operated
Servicing Rotorua & Surrounding Areas

FOR SEPTIC TANKS & ALL LIQUID WASTE
ENVIRONMENT B.O.P.
CERTIFIED INSPECTOR
24 HOURS — ROTORUA

PH: 332 3694

0800 4 ALLENS

0800 425 5367
FAX RO 332 2070
P.0. BOX 919, ROTORUA
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From Your Community Constable

A few weeks ago | wrote a letter regarding vouths in the Lake Okeraka
causing problems with visitors to the lake area. Since then I have not
heard about any further incidents which is promising. As the
weather gets cooler it is apparent that they are not congre-
gating at the lakes as much which may be helping mat-
ters.

As for other crime in the area - things look pretty
much on track. I have heard of two incidents being
reported since the beginning of the year. One bur-
glary and one car being stolen.

The Te Ngae Police Station is still out of action afier the fire. I'm not
too sure when we will be back in there so at the moment I'm working from
town.

Remember to report any suspicious persons or incidents to police no matter
how trivial or seemingly unimportant. This can be done through neighbour-
hood support or direct to the Police.

Brett Cooper
Te Ngae Police

g:'t:d =5 *10; ::2 Fhone Shirley on
owdry/style:

Long Hair Comb-up: $15 ' 362-8345

Color Appiied: $10 | 10 Millar Road, Lake Okareka

Available on Fridays and Saturdays Home Based
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i Minutes of the Annual General Meeting l

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Lake Okareka Ratepayers
and Residents Association (LORRA) held at Okareka Hall, 10am Sunday
2nd January 2005

Introduction Chairman Cam Johnstone welcomed everyone present, includ-
ing local MP Steve Chadwick, lan McLean Chairman LWQS, Andrew Lang
Harbourmaster and Te Arawa Trust Board Chairman 4naru Rangiheuea

Cam invited Anaru to open the meeting with a karakia.

Present Approx 43 members and visitors. See attendance list of the 38 who
signed. Committee Chairman Cam Johnstone, Secretary Sandra Goodwin.

Apologies Kevin Winters Mayor RDC, John Cronin EBOP Chairman (for late-
ness), Cr. Mark Gould, Don Gollan, Bryan Walford, Nicki Kiernander
(lateness), Hong Li Qui, Janice Kiernander, Lucy & Sarah Playne, Catherine
Caughey — moved that apologies be accepted (Lyall Beuth / Fenella Playne) -
carried.

Minutes of Previous AGM Circulated, and confirmed with a name correction
(Sandra Goodwin not Andrew Goodwin) and Steve Chadwick MP noting she
was present (Bob King, Sam Denford)- carried. Matters arising to go with Gen-
eral Business.

Discussion arising from the Minutes Nil

REPORTS
Andrew Lang, Harbourmaster

Addressed the meeting in relation to the proposed changes to the 5-knot area in
the area of the lake near Boyes’ Beach, as outlined in the two most recent cop-
ies of the LORRA Newsletter. Under Section 3.8 of the Maritime Safety Act the
Harbourmaster is able to make such changes if he deems such a measure is nec-
essary for issues concerning safety of all lake users. However, Andrew had
wanted to have a dialogue with lake users before introducing this change. The
alteration to the initial proposal, i.e. to move the 5 knot line back nearer Boyes’
Beach would see an overall reduction in open water on the lake of 4%. He has
made a point of coming to the boat ramp and discussing the proposal with
boaties, as well as raising the matter with LORRA Committee and the Okareka
community via the Newsletter. He had very little negative feed back to the idea.

His reasons for the change are to do with safety. Over the busy season the area
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of Lake Okareka in front of Boyes” Beach has become a nightmare with numer-
ous swimmers, and passive recreationalists at risk in the interface of boaties of-
ten over the 5-knot speed within the current limited area. Many swimmers are
going out to the 200m buoys, resting and then swimming back. Many boaties
do not ease off the speed until they reach the 200m buoys. The potential for an
accident is great at these times.

Lakes Okareka, Tarawera & Rotoma are taking the increased pressure particu-
larly with deteriorating water quality on Rotoiti & Rotorua lakes. He did state
that this year might not be a good vear to gauge pressure, as the weather had so
far been very poor, and not encouraging to a lot of boat usage.

The use of the buoys in the Acacia arm from the boat ramp has not been suc-
cessful as many boaties see these as signifying a speed channel.

Mr Lang would like to future proof the lake for coming increased pressure on
the resource. He asked for any other suggestions from the floor, and stated that
the 200 m 5 knot margin still exists around the rest of the lake.

Comments from the floor:

Neil Oppatt stated he didn’t think there was any problem, or if there is it is only
for a short time of the year — 50 days. He said many water skiers had come to
him to complain. He doesn’t see any risks.

Mr Lang responded by saying it is his job to try to eliminate any risk, maybe it
could be a temporary tool, but he is charged with trying to manage risks to
safety of lake users. He said it would be much easier also to manage a straight
line of buoys across the lake.

Boatie No 1 (no name given) he believed that the measure would cut back the
area of lake available for water skiing.

Boatie No 2 (no name given) consider not changing any buoys, but have better
policing of the current 5-knot area, better signage, and more presence of Har-
bourmaster on lake.

Stewart Waite felt strongly that the measure should not be introduced; it is only
being done for a few people and a few days of the year when there is a lot of
pressure. Would like to see the 200m 5-knot zone removed from the bush cov-
ered side of the lake. (It is there even though it is not buoyed)

Robin Trewin believes there is a problem from past personal experience, inex-
perienced boaties, sees a need for the future to restrict speeds as there is an in-
crease in lake usage generally

Andrew Lang, Harbourmaster responded — there are perceived risks and moving
the 5-knot area out from Boyes’ Beach area would provide a buffer. A Lakes
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Recreation Strategy Committee has been formed to look at each of the Rotorua
Lakes as unique pieces of water and each will receive different water use regu-
lations, according to perceived suitability. Already under Variation 12 Lake
Okataina will have no water skiing, floatplanes, jet skis or helicopters. Times
are changing; demographics, pressure and demands on the lake resources are
changing, and management for safety of users of the lake resources needs to
stay ahead.

Neil Oppatt asked that Andrew Lang recognise that there is some opposition in
the community to the proposals. What he would like to see is a greater presence
of Harbourmaster on the water.

Andrew Lang responded that he would like more Okareka locals to train and act
as enforcement officers, and invited Neil Oppatt to join.

John Roper supports the proposed initiative

Gordon Woods has been a lake warden, totally opposed to the initiative, as that
area of the lake is only suitable piece of water for water skiing in a westerly
wind.

As it was obvious there would not be any agreement amongst those present at
the AGM, it was moved that the matter be left with the LORRA Committee
{Bob King / Nigel Kelso) —carried.

The issue of the Boat Ramp and the Yellow Duck were raised but Andrew Lang
stated they were not the Harbourmaster’s responsibility, but RDC Parks and
Recreation.

Chairman’s Report (attached) This very full and excellent report was pre-
sented by the Chairman, who would be retiring as he is moving to Auckland.
Confirmed, with applause (Campbell Johnstone /Marcel van Leeuwen) - car-
ried.

Fenella Playne congratulated the Chairman on an excellent report — acclama-
tion.

Treasurer’s Report (attached) Circulated; presented on behalf of the Treasurer
(Bryan Walford), by Sandra Goodwin and approved (Sandra Goodwin / James
Blakely)-carried.

A question was asked about the legal expenses towards the Variation 12 appeal,
and whether it was felt that this expenditure was worthwhile. Rod Stace re-
sponded in the affirmative stating that RDC had been knocked back on what it
sought, and that there will be no extension to the Okareka settlement.

It was moved that Subscriptions remain at $20 for this financial year (Bob
King / Rosemary Roper) — carried.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Secretary Sandra Goodwin read out the letter dated 23.12.2004 from Andrew

Hampton, Director, Office of Treaty Settlements re - Te Arawa Lakes Deed of
Settlement.

Committee Election
As Campbell Johnstone was not seeking re-election he remained in the Chair.

During this past year Paul Ware and Heather Horton had resigned from the
LORRA Committee. Cam thanked them both for their contributions.

The Committee had co-opted Marcel van Leeuwen and John Roper in recent
months.

Nigel Kelso and Gareth Johns are not seeking re-election. Cam thanked them
both for their input to the community. Gareth Johns will be missed for all his
work with the local Fire Brigade and as the contact person for Neighbourhood
Support in the Okareka area.

The following were nominated (Neil Oppatt / Bob King) and declared elected:

Lyall Beuth Sandra Goodwin (Secretary)
James Blakely Nicki Kiernander

Ron Kiernander Don Gollan

Jane Oppatt Bryan Walford (Treasurer)

Marcel van Leeuwen and John Roper (Neil Oppatt/Gordon Woods) —carried.
John Battersby (Cam Johnstone / James Blakely) — carried

Geoff Palmer (Sandra Goodwin / Neil Oppatt) — carried

HongLi Qui (Jane Oppatt/ John Roper) — carried

Nigel Kelso moved a vote of thanks to Campbell Johnstone, the outgoing
Chairman for all of his hard work and dedication over the past year — acclama-
tion.

Addresses

Hon. Steve Chadwick MP congratulated Chairman on his excellent report, she
asked for a copy and suggested that copies be sent to all RDC Councillors and
EBOP as well. (Fenella and Marcel also asked for copies)

She was pleased to attend the LORRA AGM and hear a different perspective on
the Local Government Act. The Long Term Council Community Plans
(LTCCP’s) were designed to allow communities to have their say in a meaning-
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ful way in regards to territorial and regional council long-term strategic plans.
She appreciated that it is very frustrating having to prepare and present submis-
sions to the various councils but it is very important that local communities do
make submissions or else our opinions and wishes can be over ridden. The
community can also see our MP as an allay in this process.

In February 2004, representatives from Te Arawa, RDC & EBOP visited Wel-
lington and spoke with Minister of Environment Marin Hobbs in regards to the
lakes water quality. For the first time all parties seemed to be pulling together
with the formation of the Combined Lakes Action approach. The draft figure
placed on costs of methods for remedying the lakes water quality was $100m.
She acknowledged the tremendous input of Tan McLean, Lakes Water Quality
Society Chairman. This whole project will be a long haul and she said the gov-
ermment are awaiting the business case from the councils due in February 2005.
At the moment a figure of $7.3m from Vote Health for small sewerage schemes
is the figure being suggested for the Okareka sewerage project, and she wanted
to reassure Okareka residents that she saw no reasons why this support from
Government would not be forthcoming.

There is also a new project launched looking at sustainable land management
use in the Rotorua lakes catchments — especially use of N and P fertilisers. This
is a joint trust called the Rotorua Lakes and Land Trust. The partners are Feder-
ated Farmers, local Maori (Ngati Whakaue) and other farmers, NZ Landcare
Trust with money for the research from the sustainable land use fund. The Pro-
Jject Manager employed by the Trust is Melanie Schnauer, and she meets all
farm owners to assist with land useage practice management.

Steve Chadwick thanked Anaru Rangiheuea for his leadership.

Any changes to land use and to management of the lakes will have to be based
on sound scientific research, in order to bring about a sound outcome. The
Crown Research Institute is involved under Minister Steve Mahary. She men-
tioned a project in Australia on the Swan River.

She thanked all of the Okareka residents and ratepayers for coming to the meet-
ing, and that she looks forward to positive and favourable outcomes for the Ro-
torua lakes with all groups working together — Te Arawa, EBOP and RDC — on

the problems.

Joan Grace, Co-ordinator Landcare Okareka

Outlined the formation of the group and its goals. Mentioned that the group has
a good working relationship with RDC and has huge support from volunteers
and businesses both from Olkareka and Rotorua. Regular working bees have
been held throughout the year and numerous mini working bees involving
mostly the steering committee. Work undertaken has been huge, including
planting over 3000 trees on the walkway and between the walkway entrance
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and Playne's farm entrance, tidying up and planting and mulching gardens at
the Hall, removing weeds and rubbish on DoC reserves. Landcare Okareka
were delighted to be nominated for and then win an award — Heritage & Envi-
ronment category - in the Trust Power Community Awards.

Since then the application made with RDC for Environment Bay of Plenty En-
vironmental Enhancement awards was successful to the tune of $90,000. This
is to provide an upgrade of the track, a composting toilet at Silver Beach, a
shade structure and seats and a bird hide. Working bees will continue this year,
monthly on the 4™ Saturday of the month. There will be wetland planting to be
done, and LOSC are also looking at a Grove of Remembrance along the walk-
way, as there has been interest in this from the local community. If you are in-
terested in be kept informed of LO activities Joan asked folk to leave their
email address or a telephone contact number.

Anaru Rangiheuwea, Chairman Te Arawa Trust Board

Anaru addressed the meeting, and asked that the letter from the Office of Treaty
Settlements be published in a future copy of the LORRA Newsletter. He asked
for our thoughts to go to the people who had been so affected by the Asian tsu-
nami disaster.

Anaru said the signing on the 18" December was milestone, but there is still a
lot of work to be done before the final sign off, and before the election later this

year.

He backgrounded some of the history as to how this agreement was worked
through and some of what it means for the Te Arawa people.

He is very pleased to see the formation of the Lakes Strategy group with Te
Arawa, EBOP and RDC and that all will be working positively towards improv-
ing lake water quality. He reminded everyone that with the change of lakes bed
ownership there would be no changes to access, or for existing structures and
existing commercial users.

He says that we all need to proceed forward with special care and all the com-
munity needs to be involved. He thanked all groups and individuals and he
looks forward to a positive year, especially to seeing Okareka with a reticulated
sewerage scheme.

John Cronin, Chairman Environment Bay of Plenty (EBOP)

John congratulated LORRA on a good turn out to the AGM and for all the hard
work over the past year. He was pleased to say that Okareka had been granted
390,000 from the EEF and said that the application was excellent (Landcare
Okareka input). LOCMAP time frames will be reported on at a public meeting
in the community later in January 2005. He reiterated Steve Chadwick’s com-
ments that improving the lakes water quality is a priority and everyone is work-



The Newsletter 30

ing towards solutions. We need good science to base decisions on and that
costs money. The initial costs were thought to be $1m but it is likely to be much
more and the parties — central government, RDC, EBOP and Te Arawa need to
decide where this money is coming from, and who will pay? Already in this
past financial year EBOP have spent over § Im unbudgeted on planning relat-
ing to improving Rotorua lakes water quality issues. In February 2005 EBOP
will be setting budgets and having to make decisions about priorities for this fi-
nancial year. The problem is there are other important regional issues such as
Eastern BOP flood control improvements following July 5 floods and Tau-
ranga s roading infrastructure requirements, and prioritising these important
issues for the region.

Chairman thanked each of the speakers for their addresses.
General Business

Joan Grace asked a question in relation to the ski lane at Silver Beach. and
asked that the ski lane poles be moved to the left (when looking at the lake
from Silver Beach) to allow room for people to swim safely in that area. At pre-
sent the ski lane takes up the whole area of Silver Beach — does it need to be
this wide? — and signage asks people not to leave boats or swim within that
area. Comments were made from the floor that shifting the ski lane could cut
into the slalom course, and Joan responded by asking if that couldn’t be moved
as well, as it presently sits within the 5-knot 200m area, and is not safe for
swimmers or kayakers.

Fenella Playne asked that her thanks to EBOP be recorded for completing the
fencing of the waterways, so stock can no longer get access to waterways.

Bob King asked that the co-operation of the Plavne family in this regard be
publicly acknowledged, noted, and thanked by the community — acclamation.

Rosemary Roper asked about what is happening to sewerage tanks while the
area awaits the implementation of a sewerage scheme. A letter had been sent

out to ratepayers from EBOP and from that it appeared that there was not going
to still be on going cleaning and inspection checks on septic tanks.

EBOP Chairperson John Cronin responded by saying that he had not seen this
letter, but he thought the ongoing checks would be still done, and issues to do
with hygiene would be enforced.

Camphbell Johnstone said that LORRA had been in touch with EBOP re the on
going inspections and cleaning roster and were assured that this was continu-
ing. Neil Oppart added that regular septic tank cleaning and inspections do not
alleviate nutrients such as N or P from moving into the soil and eventually into
lake waters. Septic tanks are cleaned in order to make easier the inspections
that they are operating correctly.
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lan McLean Lakes Water Quality Society (LWQS) Chairman thanked everyone
for their kind remarks. He referred to the latest Rotorua Lakes Water Quality
Report 2004 referring to Lake Okareka and said the results do not look good,
with more N, P, decreasing water clarity, increase in water temperature and less
dissolved oxygen, and some strange spikes in some levels. He congratulated the
agencies on the urgency they were no showing towards these issues, particu-
larly Paul Dell from EBOP. Two issues remain which require strenuous atten-
tion — funding and slippage (project delays of whatever kind) It is important
that we keep the agencies on track and he looks forward to working with
LORRA.

Rex Bunn asked about the “Yellow Duck” and the launching ramp. Campbell
Johnstone replied that “the Duck”™ remains on the agenda at every meeting of
LORRA. We have been monitoring the conditions of the boat ramp and have
been in contact with RDC Parks and Recreation staff who are aware of the
situation. He said that the worst damage seemed to occur when the lake was at
its highest levels. LORRA will continue to monitor this problem and urge RDC
to remedy the situation.

Fenella Playne asked about the pipes at the outlet and whether they are opened
as far as possible. She felt that some of the pipes might be blocked with water
lilies. Campbell Johnstone responded by saying he was still unsure of who was
responsible for the maintenance of the outlet pipes. Joan Grace said she had
seen and spoken with workmen from RDC / Castlecorp a few weeks ago who
were working on the outlet pipes.

Closing Address

Campbell Johnstone concluded with some closing remarks. He said it was im-
portant for the community to retain it’s strong community ethic and support the
groups that exist in the community. He thanked everyone for coming and urged
them to read the information that is to come from RDC and EBOP regarding
the sewerage scheme and to attend the coming meeting on LOCMAP.

Camphbell invited Anaru to make the closing prayer (poroporoaaki)
The Meeting closed at 12.25 pm
After the Meeting people were invited to have a cup of tea.

Sandra Goodwin
LORRA Secretary
(Fax/tel 362 8865; Sandra&Mike.Goodwin@xtra.co.nz)
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THOMPSON MARINE
A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1996) Ltd

Cnr Old Taupo & Sunset Roads, PO Box 1337, Rotorua
Phone (07) 348 4997 Fax (07) 349 2944

Sales & Service of Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser Stern Drives,
Marine Accessories, Water Skis, Life Jackets & Ski Vests, Electronics
|

E THOMPSON'S LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS |
R ——— e

Outboards Sterndrives MSBEPERCURY
2 Stroke Petrol & Diesel G a1 00 The Wter
4 Stroke

Optimax | Specialised Maintenance & Service !
Supercharged | on all Marine Engines :

also incorporating
THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY
Repairs « Furniture Recovering + Boat Canopies » Squabs
» Hull Linings « Forestry Clothing, Chaps, Pouches etc.
Phone Jason on 348 4441

THOMPSON LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS (1996) LTD
Phone (07) 348 4441 Fax (07) 349 2944
Sales & Service of all brands of Forest & Garden Equipment.

Rotorua Agents for Husqvarna Chainsaws, Trimmers, Ride-On Mowers. Walker
Ride-On Mowers. Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda Mowers. Oleomac chainsaws
and small engine products. Briggs & Stratton, Honda & Robin Engines.

WE SERVICE, SHARPEN AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

— « Chainsaws » Rotary Hoes
' « Lawnpmowers « Generators
+ Reel Mowers + Blower\acs
» Ride-On Mowers « Water Blasters &
« Line Trimmers Pumps
e« Scrub Cutters » Splitters

« Forestry Pruning Equipment
HHusqvarna
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Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association (Inc)
Statement of Financial Performance

For the Year ended 30th November 2004

Income 2004

Advertising Income H] B850.00 5
Donations 5 215.42 5
Interest Received 3 21716 5
Subseriptions $ . 3,600.25 s
Fete Sales $ - -]
Boot & Trailer Sales 5 - 5
Total Income $ 488283 $
Expenditure

Advertising 5 B64.09 s
Bank Charges 1 1.50 $
Boot & Trailer sale $ - -]
Carol Service s 169.98 1
Mew Year Celebrations -1 - 5
Donations $ 100.00 5
Lakes Water Cuality Society $ - -]
Legal Expenses $ 621431 H]
Millenium Party & Functions $ - 5
Newsletter Printing $ 138374 $
Postage $ 47047 $
Roforua Combined Lakes Levy 5 24215 5
Signs & Displays $ 32551

Stationery $ 40011 $
Sundry Expenses 5 147.60 s
Tax 5 124.33 H
Total Expenditure § 065258 $
Excess/Deficit) of Income over Expenditure § (4,769.75) $

The accompanying notes are to be read in conjunction with this statement

662.50
205.50
498.00
3,340.50

4,T06.50

40.50
1.50

300.00

70.00
2,000.00

1,717.10
352.40

39.26

4,520.76

185.74



Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association (Inc)
Statement of Financial Position

As at the 30th November 2004

Current Assets 2004

Westpactrust Cheque Account 1,765.74
Westpacirust Term Deposit 10,000.00
Accounts Recaivable -
Total Assets § 608509 “§ 11,755.74
Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable

Total Liabilities -
Net Assets 11,765.74

Represented by Members Funds

Accumulated Funds bought forward $ 11,755.74 11,570.00
Excess/|Deficit) Income over Expenditune % (4,768.75) 185.74

$ 698599 11,755.74
The accompanying notes are to ba read in conjunction with this statement
Auditors Report
| report that | have examined the records of the Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association Inc. for
the year ended 30th Movember 2004. In comman with simiar organisations, control over income priorto its

being recorded is limited. There were no practical audit proceduras to determine the effect of this limitation.
The Commitiee meetings and minutes are relied upon to authorise all axpenditure,

In my opinion, subject to the above, the Staterns inancial Performance and the Statement of Financial
‘osition fairly present the financial : ivitig e.wear and the financial position as at 30th November 200

Auditor, Rotorua

e
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LORRA SUBSCRIPTION 2005

» Do you enjoy reading this quarterly newsletter?
- Aren’t you pleased that someone represents you to the Council?
« Aren’t the Community events great fun?

These are carried out either by, or with the help, of the Lake Oka-
reka Ratepayers and Residents Association (LORRA), but this
work is not possible without your support.

Your chance to have a say, get involved and keep informed is here
now.

Simply fill in and cut off the slip below, pop it and $20 in an enve-
lope and post to:

LORRA , PO. Box 6210, Whakarewarewa, Rotorua

}( O St s S LS Sl L e e I S R IR I e
LORRA SUBSCRIPTION 2005

I/ We enclose subscription details and $20
for the year 2005. (1/1/05 to 31/12/05)

Name:
Postal Address:

Email:

Address of Property (if different from above):
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