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Your Committee:

PPosition ‘Name Contact Details

Chairman Geoff Palmer * 3628 379

Secretary Sandra Goodwin 3628 865

Treasurer Bryan Walford 3628 224
John Roper 3628 410
Marcel Van Leeuwen 3628 468
Lyall Beuth 3628 459
Mike Bannister 3628 043
Carol Christian-Price 3628 702
Chris Russell 3628 709
Cheryl Lyons 3628 790

Member of Rotorua Lakes Cc—mmni Bc-ard -

Website Address: www.lakeokareka.org

P.O. Box 6210, Whakarewarewa. Rotorua

DISCLAIMER STATEMENT
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the LORRA committee.

Chairman’s Report - Mar 09

Commifttee.

At the 2009 LORRA AGM, two new
committee members were elected and I'm
very pleased to welcome Chris Russell and
Cheryl Lyons.

Chris (& Helen) own a property in Acacia
Road and last year purchased Amberlea
Farm in Millar Road. The farm is close to
the Aquaskiers Beach and they have been
monitoring the usage of the beach over
summer (picking up the rubbish !!) as well
as being Land Care regulars.

Cheryl runs the popular Lyons Lake Stay B & B in Loop Road and was one of
the original resident representatives on the Lake Okareka Management Action
Plan (LOCMAP) back in 2002/3, so is very familiar with the need to reduce the
nutrient pollution of the lake.

Agquaskiers Beach.
DOC have received a small number of submissions on the camping ground

proposal for this beach and the LORRA committee has been closely involved
with the planning. It is hoped that the initial work to improve the road access,
tidy up the beach and landscape and grass the area commences shortly, so that
it is much improved for next summer. It is also essential that toilets and a
regular rubbish collection are provided.

Pressure on the Lakes.

As all residents will be aware, demand and pressure on all the Rotorua Lakes
has been growing over recent years and this summer has highlighted many
areas of concern. These include illegal camping, inadequate parking, traffic
congestion, boat trailers, campervan congestion, dangerous jetski and water
skiing, conflict between boating and swimmers, and inadequate monitoring and
enforcement of a range of different rules and protocols.

As a result the Lakes Community Board feels it is necessary to highlight with
the different agencies involved that the infrastructure and the various
operational arrangements are not able to cope with the current growth in
demand.

Therefore the Board is recommending to the Rotorua Lakes Strategy Group it
review recreational strategies and management plans for the lakes as follows
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That the Rotorua Lakes Strategy Group convene a multi-agency workshop
to be held involving the Lakes Community Board, Rotorua District
Council, Environment Bay of Plenty, Dept of Conservation and the Te
Arawa Trust to work out key issues and review the policy to facilitate and
accommodate growth, and growing usage of the Lakes and its
environment.

Community Board Bus Tour of Okareka

This occurs once a year (and takes 2 days also visiting Tarawera, Rotoiti,
Rotama & Rotoehu) and includes RDC and EBOP staff, RDC Councillors and
the Community Board representatives. The bus arrived at the lake front boat
launch area to find people swimming and using the jetty for “access”. Two of
the “Ducks” were on the lake, so it was opportune to note the poor condition of
the boat ramp and the toilet usage by the “Duck™ passengers.

It was made clear to Councillors that the increase in tourists and events at the
Blue Lake has and will continue to put pressure on road, boating and beach
facilities at Okareka. There was discussion on signage, a passive swimming
jetty at the lake front, pontoon at Boyes Beach and increased picnic tables and
seals etc.

The Boyes Beach upgrade is now underway with the grass picnic area being
rotary hoed. It will be built up and the regrassed to eliminate the drainage prob-
lem. Two area of “scrub™ will be removed and more shade trees planted

EBOP staff have identified a larger area of gorse in the catchment than they
were aware of and elimination will see a significant reduction in nitrogen
polluting the lake. They are also finalising plans with several farmers to retire
more than 200 ha of pasture & this will meet the LOCMAP target.

Subscriptions.
LORRA has been fortunate in having excellent financial support from the

community in recent years and you will have an invoice from us for $20
included with this newsletter. As well as the 4 newsletters each year, we are
planning to reprint the phone book. Also you will note we are looking for
historical photos and information on early Okareka so we have a history
available for future generations. You will appreciate there are costs involved
with projects such as this, so prompt payment would be most appreciated.

As always we welcome suggestions and your views on anything pertaining to
Okareka.

Geoff Palmer
Chairman
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THOMPSON MARINE
A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1996) Lid

Cnr Old Taupo & Sunset Roads, PO Box 1337, Rotorua
Phone (07) 348 4997 Fax (07) 349 2944

Sales & Service of Mercury Qutboards, MerCruiser Stern Drives,
Marine Accessories, Water Skis, Life Jackets & Ski Vests, Electronics

[
i THOMPSON'S LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS |

———

Qutboards Sterndrives MERCURY
4 Stroke
gphma: e " Specialised Maintenance & Service |
upercharg i on all Marine Engines
also incorporating
THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY

Repairs * Furniture Recovering = Boat Canopies + Squabs
« Hull Linings = Forestry Clothing, Chaps, Pouches etc.
Phone Jason on 348 4441

THOMPSON LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS (1996) LTD
Phone (07) 348 4441 Fax (07) 349 2944
Sales & Service of all brands of Forest & Garden Equipment.

Rotorua Agents for Husqvamna Chainsaws, Trimmers, Ride-On Mowers. Walker
Ride-On Mowers. Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda Mowers. Oleomac chainsaws
and small engine products. Briggs & Stratton, Honda & Robin Engines.

WE SERVICE, SHARPEN AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

+ Chainsaws » Rotary Hoes

« Lawnpmowers « Generators

« Reel Mowers « Blower/Vacs

« Ride-On Mowers « Water Blasters &
« Line Trimmers Pumps

« Scrub Cutters « Splitters

« Forestry Pruning Equipment
#HiHusgvarna
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DUNCAN

The detailed engineering design is progressing well with both the
electrical audit and survey of the proposed location of individual
pumping units of each property and street sewer mains completed
in late January.

Letters seeking formal approval for Council to construct the
proposed pumping units and accompanying sewer service line on
each property were sent in mid December 2008.

As of 2™ March, 101 approvals were received out of the 262 Susan has been a resident at
notices sent. A follow up letter has been sent last week which states Lake Okareka for five years,
that if approvals/replies are not I-ecewcd after a month of receipt of . and works with Leanne Hodge.
the follow up letter, non reply will be taken as an approval and .
Council will proceed with the work..

Their aim is working with your
It is important that you send back the approvals and if you have view in mind, to achieve
concerns regarding the specific design proposal, please contact

Arturo Pingol (07 348 4199 or Mobile 0274 912 429) as soon as a greatresult.
possible, so that your concerns can be addressed.

If you are thinking of selling,
Tenders for the construction is programmed to be called in June phone Susan TGYIOL or
2009, with construction to commence in October 2009. Leanne Hodge today.

Greg Manzano
General Manager

HYDRUS Engineering Consultants
Business Unit of Rotorua District Council
Phone; 07 348 4199

Fax: 07 350 0185

Mob: 027 493 7222

email: greg. manzanoi@hydrus.co.nz
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Tikitapu Scenic Reserve
08 /09 Pest Control Programme
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Volunteers with the Tikitapu Pest Control
Project have had another very busy and
successful year.

As well as continuing with the pest control
work they have also constructed the Mis-
tletoe and Nature walks, both of which are
now open,

2008 saw 2 trials in place;

»  Maintaining bait stations with™ Ditrac™ baits around the perimeter of the
pest control area, in the hope of reducing the build up of rat numbers.

«  Using the combination of Pindone and Cyanide pellets for the main
baiting programme.

It would appear that the bait in the perimeter stations did not help keep rat
numbers down, as they were back to 9% prior to the main baiting in October.

However the Pindone/Cyanide pellet combination was highly successful again,
as shown in the chart below.

RAT & POSSUM NUMBERS PRE & POST BAITING 2004 - 2008

Pos- Pos-
Year Toxins Rats Rats sums sums
Pre Post Pre Post

Baiting Baiting Baiting Baiting
Ditrac and Feratox

2004 Baits 45.56% 1L.11% 36.10% 730% |
Ditrac and Feratox

2005 Baits 58% 17% 9.10%
Contrac and Feratox

2006 Baits 58% 51% 30.50%  4.40%
Pindone and Feratox

2007 Pellets T78% 6% 2.00%
Pindone and Feratox

2008 Pellets 59% 8% 7.30% 1.00%

The results of the 2008 trial will be combined with another trial using the same
toxins, that took place in the Ohope Scenic Reserve, and it is hoped that we
will gain permission to use this combination on DoC land again this year. A
meeting with Forest and Bird, Department of Conservation and Environment
Bay of Plenty will be held shortly to formulate the programme for 2009.

In July 08, Forest and Bird received written consent from DoC for the
construction of the Mistletoe and Nature Walks. The Mistletoe Walk was
completed in time for an official opening during Conservation Week and the
Nature Walk was completed in time for the Christmas holidays.

We are indebted to the following for the successful completion of these walks.

«  EnvBoP’s Environment Enhancement Fund for funds for timber,
brochures, plant labels etc.

«  Central Quarries for kindly donating all the pathway metal.

« T.W. Moore for free delivery of a truck load of metal.

«  The Buried Village for contributing towards the cost of the Recovery
and Destruction sign.

«  All the Forest and Bird volunteers who have been involved,
particularly Brian Law and Rod Stace whose individual expertise is
acknowledged and who both spent many extra hours working on the
project.

+  The Department of Corrections working party whose help was
invaluable in getting the metal on the Nature Walk in time for
Christmas.

To celebrate the completion of the Nature Walk a Volunteer's and Families’
Day was held on Sunday, March 15", After walking along the Nature Walk
together, we moved over to the Blue Lake for a “Pot Luck” picnic and
BBQ. EnvBoP kindly donated the sausages and hashbrowns for the occasion.
We were delighted to have members of the Kiwi Conservation Club and their
families join us.

Many thanks to all those who have helped on these projects in 2008 and we
hope to see you back again this year.

If anyone else is interested in getting involved please contact Frances and
James Blakely phone 362 8480 or email blakelys{@xira.co.nz

There will be some less strenuous activities, with the Mature Walk to maintain
as well as the usual work up “The Lines™.
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Kirsty Gerlach Audiologist MNZAS
1071 Hinemoa Street, Rotorua

« Personal caring advice.

« Latest technology.

« 20 years experience.

HEARING
caring for your hearing

call Kirsty today on 07 343 6669

""m
TELFER! / MARING
)
‘ (Call and see Grant and Shona
and the team at
TELFER MARINE
for all of your boating
requirements:

1} Boat servicing and maintenance
Lt Large range of chandlery
1+ New and used boat sales
7+ Dreamboats membership

236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand. Phone: (07) 345 9854
Fax: (07) 3459857  Email: telfermarine@xtra.co.nz

QYN = ST Puccancer-  maamm sursmm

FrRas BOATS
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LAKE OKAREKA FISHING
CLUB 2006

C/-2 Benn Road
Lake Okareka

LONGFORDS FARM
LAKE OKAREKA 2009 SUMMER
TROUT FISHING COMPETITION

REPORT

Thanks to everyone that entered and supported our summer tournament.
Unfortunately this year a few of the usual faces were unable to attend but we
still had a good turnout with a total of 63 entrants.

It was pleasing to see some new competitors enter this years tournament and
come away rewarded for their efforts.

We gained more support from local and town based businesses than in previous
years which contributed to our best prize pool ever, great stuff. Look out for us
next year when we come fleecing!

Congratulations to Longfords Farm for their continued support and for winning
the naming rights raffle.

We also wish extend our congratulations to the following winners:

Emma Phibbs — Junior Female Biggest Fish - 1.68 kg
Sam Grouby — Junior Male Biggest Fish - 1.79 kg
Roz Wilson — Adult Female Biggest Fish — 2.23 kg
Yarnick Royal — Adult Male Biggest Fish - 2.12 kg

‘We also want to congratulate the following others:
Grant Phibbs — Smallest fish weighed in — 0.59 kg (come on Phibbsy,
sharpen up!)
Rachael Mills — First fish ever caught — 1.16 kg
BJ Grouby — Best condition factor overall

Overall the competition was a huge success and we have raised $2,000.00 to-
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wards the proposed lake front swimming jetty. This idea has now been
presented to the Rotorua District Council as a preliminary proposal. The
council parks and reserves representatives will be approaching the Te Arawa
Lakes Trust as the next step in the process. Once we have the support of the Te
Arawa people we will be calling on the community for their input and ideas to
keep the project moving. The council are treating the proposal as a move to
increase the safety to swimmers using the lakefront and the jetty would be
designated as “passive’.

A special thanks to the following supporters:

Signcraft 2000 Litd

R & B Consultants
Placemakers Rotorua
Rotorua Auto Restorations
Longfords Farm

Stainless & Engineering Hawera
Millennium Architecture Ltd
Somerset Playne

Rotorua Duck Tours

Ropu Ora Tinana

ABN Ambo Craigs

Pak ‘N’ Save Rotorua

Jenny Doone — LJ Hooker
Capers Epicurean

Pig ‘N’ Whistle

Careem Wellness Spa

The Belgium Bar & Café
The Corner Pub

Doods Aviation in association with the Baytrust Rescue Helicopter
Lyons Lakestay

The Guild Family

Shampers Bar

Holly Owen — Duncan Realty
Lorraine Chapman — Bayleys
Helipro

Remember to keep your diary free 1* and 2™ August 2009,
for the winter competition.

For any further information contact:

Steve Lyons 3628790, Dean Foster 3628960, Mike Cotter 3628610, Jason
Douglas 3628682, Bob Morrison 3628500
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Thinking of extensions to your property?
New developments?

Do you need resource consent?

The Lake Okareka and Lake Tarawera
settiements are in a planning zone called the
Lakes A Zone. This zone has been created
to protect the unique Okareka and Tarawera
environment. For this reason the level of
scrutiny for any resource consent application
within the Lakes A Zone is high.

Eldad Collins from APR Consultants is
intimately familiar with the requirements
of the Lakes A Zone and has obtained a
number of resource consents for
developments within this zone.

15 The Newsletter

Contact Eldad on 3498325
aprconsultants or email eldad.collins@apr.co.nz
DENIS KING - LANDSCAPE ARTIST

Original oil paintings of Lake Okareka
together with a selection of Art Cards
(Shown on the websile)

Phone Denis - 07 362 4438
Email: tarart@clear.net.nz www.denisking.com

JOAN KING - Maker of Speciality Cards
See some samples on my website under bookatrix
Special orders taken for boxed cards
Phone Joan - 07 362 4438
Email: tarartdclear.net.nz www.kingcrafts.co.nz

Having been asked to write a historical article for our Newsletter, I hoped to
start a series on Maori occupation prior to European arrival, but the only
material I could find was a legend. The authenticity is doubtful, but is relevant
to our locality.

Close to the shores of Lake Tikitapu where our Loop Road joins Tarawera
Road, legend has there was the dwelling place of a dragon or ngarara called
Kotaore which caused a stir among Maoris in the early days.

The legend says the ngarara was the pet of the great chief of Okareka and
Tikitapu, Tangaroa Mihi. It meekly accepted food from Tangaroa Mihi, but
when the chief was not around, it ambushed travelling parties and ate the
Maoris unlucky enough to be caught.

The Maoris pinpointed the ngarara’s hunting ground by learning that those who
took the direct route from Tarawera to Rotorua invariably had their ranks
thinned, whilst those who took the longer route through Okareka
accomplished the journey safely, but it took a little longer.

The legend now introduces a beautiful girl into the story. She was Tuhi
Karapara, the much loved beauty of the Tarawera people and was to marry
Reretoi, a young chief and a famous warrior of the Arawa tribe. Reretoi lacked
courtesy or ardour because he stayed at home and waited for his bride to come
to him. She and her relations and slaves never arrived as the ngarara ambushed
them and ate them.

This action stirred Reretoi into action and he roused his band of warriors
including his brother Pitaka (a noted slayer of ngarara and taniwha) and set out
to get chief Tangaroa Mihi’s pet. Snares were made from vines and set at the
entrance to the ngarara’s cave. The warriors jerry and taunted until the ngarara
rushed out, then they killed and ate it.

Chief Tangaroa Mihi was greatly angered at his Pet’s death. He wept for a
while and then called his warriors together to declare war on the Rotorua
Maoris. Inevitably many people were killed and eaten.

Thankfully, peace reigns today and we can travel by road to Tarawera with no
fear of a hungry ngarara.

Bob King
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professionals

{ CALL 07 348 5038
Hour Service
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A

Our second annual Craft Fair held on Auckland Anniversary Sunday was
another great success.

No doubt the sun shining and the location at the beautiful lakefront with many
stalls was a major contributor as there were a number of other events in and
around Rotorua that day so it was pleasing that many of the visitors were from
Rotorua and other lake areas.

The “DUCK” was once again a popular attraction and our thanks to them for
the special $5 cruise they offered. Our thanks also to the Blakelys for providing
power to several of the stalls and it was pleasing to note the popularity of the
food stalls.

We are now planning next years fair and many of the participants have already
booked to be with us again. We are looking to reduce the hours to 10am - 2pm
and will be looking for suitable music, so any suggestions and ideas to make it
bigger and brighter would be very welcome.

Carol Christian-Price Ph 3628702
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Dig, Drill, Flatten or Fill

KANGA  goes it all
RARTHWORKS

Multi-Task Compact Loader

Bucket Digger
Back Hoe Digger
Trenching

Backfilling

Auger Hole Boring
Levelling

Rotary Tiller

® & & & & 8 @

Peter Harding Building Services
Your local Kanga Operator
Phone: 362 8108 Mob: 0275 628 108

-‘/’\_—_\E LEW/g
=
ZUMBING cOMPRY

Registered Craftsman
Plumbers & Gasfitlers

Ph: (07) 343 9060
57 Tallvho St, Rotorua

jon@lewisplumbing.co.nz
www.lewisplumbing.co.nz

Okareka Phone Book

As I have only had a couple of calls from people pointing out an “error” or
wanting a change to their listing, I assume nearly everyone was pleased with
the book. If not please phone me, as we plan to reprint later in the year.

Please note there is a free Yellow Pages section with the objective of “locals
using locals™ and whilst not all listings are local they will have been
recommended for inclusion.

If you would like to be included please contact me. Ph 3628 702

Newsletter Classified Ads

This section inside the back cover of the newsletter is free with a maximum
size of 3 lines and I recommend it to anyone wanting to rent or have property
available for rent and of course it is ideal for lost/found and buy/sell items.
Mike Bannister is the contact.

Please send details to MBannister@hydestor.co.nz

Notice Boards

You will be aware there is a new notice board at the boat ramp on Acacia Road
and also the existing board at the hall which are both available to the public for
notices. However please appreciate that it is important the notice boards are
kept tidy and up to date and if you have something to be placed on a Board
contact is Lyall Beuth Ph 3628 459

Okareka History

As some residents are aware, LORRA is keen to compile a history of the
development and settlement of Okareka . A number of photos, newspaper
cuttings, and interesting information has been obtained, but if you have
anything that you think would be of historical interest,

particularly from 1930-1965, we would love to hear from you.

Carol Christian-Price Ph 3628 702
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Lake Okareka Volunteer Fire Brigade

Two months down, 10 to go. Shortly, I'l
be saying 10 down and two to go — time
flies when you are busy!

This summer period has seen your local
brigade have one of the busiest yet, with
a number of call outs both locally and in
the greater Rotorua/Taupo area.

All our new recruits are gaining valuable
experience in the process.

One call-out, on a Sunday evening, was
to a scrub fire where the old ski club road
meets Millar Road. Approximately 50m?
of bush was lost. However, it could have
been much worse as that particular day was one of the hottest over the summer.
Indications point to the possibility that the fire was deliberately lit. I would be
keen to hear from anyone who has any information regarding this incident.
Thank you to the local residents whose quick actions in calling the brigade and
assistance at the scene helped save the surrounding bush.

I would take this opportunity to reiterate the fact that, although you have a local
brigade, call-outs still need to be logged via the 111 system. This covers legal
and insurance requirements for both the crew and the appliances. If you
require our assistance, please dial 111 and request that we be responded.
Phoning myself or other brigade members doesn’t start the process. In fact,
this can cause lengthy time delays that can result in confusion and
misinformation (you've all heard of Chinese whispers).

Our water tanker has proved to be a valuable asset for fire suppression and as
an emergency water resource. We know State Highway 5 pretty well now. The
furthest we have gone recently is to Kinloch, near Taupo.

It was with considerable awe that T watched the tragedy of the bushfires in
Victoria unfold on 7 February. In conjunction with the Rotorua District
Council, we have two crews on standby for deployment. Myself and three
other members from Okareka make up part of these crews. At the time of
writing this article, four fires are still out of control in Victoria, with conditions
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expected to further deteriorate over the next week.

Thankfully, our climate and environment are not as volatile as in Australia.
However, this highlights the need for us to be more aware of our local
environment and the proximity of the bush to our homes. Let us hope that
nothing of that magnitude ever happens here.

On that note, please remember that the restricted fire ban is still in force until
1 April.

For any residents interested in joining the brigade or wanting to contact us,
please don’t hesitate to phone me on 362 8874.

Phil Muldoon
Chief Fire Officer

Waste Management m

A Division of Transpacific Industries Group [NZ] Limited

Proud to support Okareka community

240 litre and 140 litre wheelie bins
available in Okareka.

Weekly service.
From as little as $19 a month.

Ph 349 0222
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Make Your Health And Wellness A Priority This
Winter And Save “Down Time”

At the Lake Okareka Village Fair, it was
a great opportunity to meet the locals as they
gathered for a chat at my stall.

I'm passionate about helping you
achieve health and wellness naturally this
winter, because [ know you don’t have to put
up with any less than wonderful health. And |
can show you how. -

Naturopathic Health Improvement m
Programme—Iridology & Live Blood : =
assessments followed by a three month programme so you can regain your health the natural
way.

Gut Pain Relief Programme—to calm & heal digestive system uproar.

Herbal Medicine If you have a cough or a cold this winter, you're invited to call anytime
and collect your herbal medicine. The sooner you start it, the quicker you’ll recover. You’ll get
my free Hot Toddy Recipe too. It tastes great and makes you feel cared for and comforted.

A Year of Massages—Imagine how much more alive you will feel when you have a
massage to look forward to every month! Ask about my 10 + 1 offer today.

A Year of Facials— Look younger, feel more confident and do it all naturally!
Professional beauty services are now available right here at Lake Okareka. Hand made natural
skin care and specialised beauty salon equipment.

If you live at Lake Okareka or simply love to escape here for a weekend, why
don’t you give me a call TODAY?

“Natural therapies give you back what every day life steals from you" Deborah Kay

NESS se4 carol@eareem.co.nz ww.naturallyhealthyliving.co.nz

[ I?E Careem Wellness Spa 89 Acacia Rd, RDS,
Lake Okareka, Rotorua ph 07-362 8878
WELLN ]
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Neighbourhood Support

It has been proven that where
Neighbourhood Support groups are
operating the crime rate is less.

My aim has been to have the whole
village covered by groups of caring
residents, however | am finding
difficulty in getting coordinators to
establish new groups.

Existing groups are working well and the coordinators job is not at all
onerous. All that is involved is to get a few details off neighbours in your
area and deliver newsletters four times a year. What could be easier? [ will
supply all the forms required. Come on, be a devil, give me a ring and get
along side with your neighbours.

I am not aware of any criminal actions in this area over the past 3 months,
remember it is best to report any crime or what you perceive could be a
crime in the waiting as soon as possible. The Police want to hear about
anything you see as suspicious, it may be a lead to another crime and
prevent one happening here.

In the current economic downturn, some people may find it easier to resort
to crime and want what you have.

Make theft hard for them.

Ensure you secure your possessions when not at home and join a
Neighbourhood Support group.

Lyall Beuth JP
Ph 3628 459
E-mail twobeuths@slingshot.co.nz




~Lake Okareka Pre School March09

This term we have welcomed 9 new families to the preschool so our preschool

teachers Debbie, Leslie and Davina are currently discovering children’s
interests as they develop through play, and are focusing on settling in new

children to the environment and developing the relationships around them.

Sun safety is promoted daily and the children are having some fun playing with
the sprinkler in the hotter parts of the day. We have sunscreen available for sale
for all those summer moments available at the preschool.

There is now a new dishwasher which has been installed to make those
occasions when the community hire the hall much easier for cleaning up.

Last year some of the preschool children made some banners which are
currently displayed in the museum and are upstairs in the museum for viewing.

Once again the children are growing their own pumpkin to enter into the
Palmers Pumpkin competition. The competition takes place one Saturday in
April.

The Lake Okareka fishing competition was held this year prior to preschool
starting and was a good introduction to the preschool year.

A big thank you to the Lake Okareka Fishing Club for supporting our Pre-
school through this event. Also thank you to our Preschool families who
helped run the food stall and participated in the event.

Again, we would like to thank our teachers Debbie, Leslie and Davina for
creating such a lovely environment for our children and incorporating a
wonderful and exciting programme. We look forward to the year ahead.

If you are interested in finding out more about our Preschool, the phone
number is 362 8606.

Kathy Mayling
Marketing Committee Member

The Newsletter
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Some of you will have noticed Landcare Okareka
volunteers busily working away on a number of
areas around the village over the summer months
— or at least the results of their labours!

One of the places where work has been done
is on the new Department of Conservation
track at the end of Acacia Road.

The start of this track was left low and wet last
winter / spring and unable to be used with the
high lake levels. Landcare Okareka approached
DoC and asked if we could lift the Acacia Road
end of the track and try to make it more user
friendly for wet conditions. We asked if DoC could supply us with some edging
timber and sand bags and we would get the rest of the materials. DoC agreed,
so we went ahead and got what materials we needed.

Landcare Okareka would like to publicly thank Central Quarries for
donating a truck load of metal and also T. W. Moore for donating the
cartage.

Well done, guys!

The Okareka Community appreciates your support.

The metal we had left over went into some minor repairs to the hill
section of the Okareka walkway. The drainage work is now all completed and
seems to be working quite well at times of heavy rain. Other work that has been
undertaken along the walkway includes trimming of plants, weed spraying,
willow control in the wetlands, some rabbit control work, thistle chipping.

We are hoping that Castlecorp will be getting on and doing some very
necessary track maintenance to the Lake Okareka walkway in the next few
weeks while the weather is reasonably settled and before the winter wet is back
again. Landcare Okareka volunteers are hoping to get the go ahead from RDC
to purchase some materials and undertake a rebuild of the little bridge along
from the end of the board walk. It has not been in a very good state for some
time now and we would like to make some improvements.

Some of you may have noticed that the walk into the Remembrance
Grove on the Okareka walkway is underway and will soon be completed. The
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rea is down at the second bluff and over looks the lake. We will be placing a
temporary sign in the area, to let everyone know where this is going in. Don't
forget to contact the Landcare group if you are interested in planting a tree in
this area to commemorate a significant Okareka family event.

Another place where we have been working is on the track between
Steep Street reserve and Boyes Beach. The pathway was widened and
improved before Christmas. Since then, two lots of new steps have been
installed and the track is in a much safer state than it was previously. Materials
for this work has been supplied by RDC and the work all done by volunteers.
We still have more weed eradication work to carry out in this area..

We have also carried out weed spraying along Acacia Road, bamboo
control on Acacia Road and at the tennis courts, weed spraying on lake edge on
Acacia Road near Loop Road (willow and silver birch seedlings), hand
weeding at Acacia Road end plantings, weed control of the area between farm
gate and walkway entrance and edges of track and reserve before the board
wallk.

And wasp nest control all over the place! This year seems to have been
quite a bad one for wasp nests. So if you notice one when you are out and about
the village and walkway, please contact Mike Goodwin 362 8865. Landcare
Okareka is providing the chemical from some of the donations that we have
received from the “iron ranger” along the walkway.

Some of you may have signed a support list that we had on the stand at the
Okareka Fair. Thank you for this. This list was signed in support of the
continuation of a walking track right around Lake Okareka. Landcare
Okareka hopes to keep this project moving slowly along during 2009, so watch
this space for more developments.

Watch out for the noticeboards that advertise our working bees, usually

held on the 4™ Saturday of each month. Everyone is welcome.

If you would like to help out at other times or need more information,
please contact Sandra Goodwin 362 8865.
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CLEGHORN GILLESPIE JENSEN LTD
Registered Valuers & Property Consultants

Phone 347 6001 - Fax 347 1796

Quadrant House
PO Box 2081, Rotorua

Mobile Library Service
The Rotorua Public Library mobile bus visits Okareka
Every 2nd Wednesday 3.20pm - 4.00pm
Stopping outside the bus stop opposite 19 Loop Rd.

The mobile Library carries a good selection of fiction and non-
fiction books for all ages, including large print, magazines and
children’s jigsaws. Special requests can be made for talking
books, music CD’s and cassettes, DVDs and videos and specific
subjects. The mobile librarian is happy to discuss ways to
improve their service. |
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Editors note - this article is included as a number of Okareka families use the
Tarawera playcentre.

Lake Tarawera Playcentre is situated at 10 Alexander Road. Playcentre is an
early childhood education service, run as a parent co-operative. We welcome
children from birth to age six. Playcentre philosophy is based on the idea of
child-initiated play and parents as first educators.

We have a beautiful location and children have a huge range of activities to
choose from including: painting, playdough, collage, blocks, the sandpit,
swings, water play, and a large number of indoor and outdoor toys.

Our members come from Lake Okareka, Lake Tarawera and further afield. We
have two sessions each week (during term time), on Monday and Thursdays
between 9.30am and 12.00pm. This term we welcome the arrival of Hugo
Lawson born 19/12/08, and we are pleased to welcome a number of new
families.

This term our theme is “Things that Grow™ and the growth of our tomato plants
over the summer holiday has provided great inspiration. We have a number of
activities planned, including looking at the growth of our children, installing
some raised beds to grow more vegetables, and growing salt crystals. Other
activities planned for this term include updating our internal decorations and
re-vamping our Science Area.

Work around the outside of our Playcentre continues, our new boat now has a
stable “mooring”, and we have neat edging around the borders of our flower
beds. We are seeking funding to enable us to proceed with Stage Two of our
sunshade project.

We welcome casual visits, and are enthusiastic about the arrival of new
families. If you are new (or not so new) to the area, and want to find out more
about Lake Tarawera Playcentre, please drop in on one of our sessions and
share a cup of coffee with us.

If you would like more information please contact Annie (362 8552), Steff
(362 8304), or our centre (362 8055).
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Budding Scientists
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DUNCAN

REALTY .= THE S8PECIALI&BTS

Your neighbourhood specialidts
Are gou thinking of selling?
Uondering what the market value of gour property &7
For a totally profescional, honest and friendly angaer to all of gour
real extate needs, call Tim or Anita, angtime,

-
N E 23
€ )
Tim O"Sullivan Resident of Lake Okareka
M: 027 497 4984 Anita Martelli
H: OF 348 6172 M: 027 552 6482
E fim@duncanrealty net H: OF 347 9248

E onilo@dunconreatty.net

Assisted by:
Paul Martedli

Jacqueline O'Sullivan M:
Ruth Gibson M: 027
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YOGA - BEGINNER CLASSES

These exercises are designed for both men and women of all ages -
beginners, plus sizes, seniors and those with flexibility difficulties.

They are based on yoga stretches that increase flexibility and strength.

Join us at our friendly group sessions, where encouragement is the focus.
Beneficial side effects may also include muscle tone and weight loss.
We have had some very positive results.

Place: Okareka Hall

Date: Early March 2009

Times: Either: Thursday evening - start at 545pm to approx.
7.00pm.finish.

Or
Sunday afternoon - start at 4.00pm to approx. 5.15pm.finish

Fees: $10 per casual session. Or, 856 for 8 consecutive weeks (if paid
prior to, or at the first session. No refunds for non-attendance)

Bring: A yoga mat, or other soft mat to exercise on.

I will have spare exercise mats at the hall that you are welcome to use until
you obtain your own yoga mat.

Also, bring a warm blanket for relaxation at the end of the session as your
body cools down during that time.

To secure a place, in the first instance
please telephone Carol, Ph362 8702,

Thank you
Jean Hunter
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“SUPER BEACH BREAKS”

See — www.ohopebeach.com

reka

Ml p b

Keys are now available for the 2008-2009 year.

Cost is $75 for family membership for which you get a new key
membership lasts until 31 October 2009.

(Casual still available at $20 per session).

Please join up for the year......
the courts are still quite playable,
but are in increasing need of resurfacing,
so we need your support please,
if the facility is to be maintained.

For keys contact
Hongli or Stephan at 3628106
or John at 3628410
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INVESTING IN
PROPERTY?

We offer a full range of
accounting services
for all sized businesses

Be sure to call us to discuss
» Ownership structures
¢ Tax deductibility of expenses
« Mortgage Security & Tax implications

MACMILLAN ACCOUNTANTS
31 White Street, Rotorua Phone 350 1018

RATS RATS RATS
ﬂ_.
The battle against this resilient rodent continues with nearly 80 traps
|scattered around the community. With the colder weather upon us,
|these pesky pests start to look for warmer places to reside. That means
|in ceilings, sheds and carports to name a few favorite haunts.

To combat this, remain diligent and keep bait stations loaded and use
{appropriate bait in the ceilings in particular.

The traps used are Bob Scope’s design which has won an EBOP
environmental award.

They are easy to use & specifically target rodents.

If you need traps they are $30.00 whilst the bait is supplied by EBOP
free of charge. Help lower the rodent population in Lake Okareka by
|joining the battle.

Traps & bait are available from Don Gollan Ph 3628 617.

The support of EBOP is much appreciated in this war against rats.

ta
i
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| BAYLEYS I

Don't undersell your most valuable asset. If you are thinking of
selling ring Lorraine to find out how Bayleys does it better.

For a Result
One Agent - One Call
Contact Bayleys Local Lake Specialist
Lorraine Chapman 027 271 9141

LORRAINE CHAPMAN SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED MREINZ

B 07 349 5356 1092 Fenton Street
M Q27 271 9141 PO Box 2248, Rotorua 3040
F OT 348 6252 www_bayleys.co.nz

lorraine.chapman@bayleys.co.nz
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2008 was another busy year for LORRA and there were a number of major
issues affecting Lake Okareka. These included :-

Reticulated Sewerage

Confirmation of the 50% Government subsidy for Rotorua’s lakeside sewerage
schemes was welcome news for Okareka property owners and RDC have
progressed the plans and community consultation to the point that work is
scheduled to commence later this year and be completed towards the end of
2010.

Council is confident that the cost to owners will be helped by the current eco-
nomic downturn which will result in very competitive tenders for the
construction, together with economies of scale as the tender will involve four
lake areas, and also falling interest rates will benefit owners opting to pay for
their installation over 25 years.

Crater Lake Park

There were a large number of submissions to the resource consent hearing for
this project and many of the concerns of submitters were accepted by both the
applicant who modified the proposal, and the hearing committee who imposed
a number of conditions as part of the project approval.

The decision is being appealed to the Environment Court by the applicant and
the Lake Tarawera Protection Society with the main issue being vehicle access
to Lake Tarawera. A hearing is not expected till later in the year and the current
economic climate may result in the project being delayed.

Blue Lake Logging

There was a lot of publicity of the partial logging of trees around both the
Green and Blue Lakes which highlighted to the Council the need to consult
with the public over land use change in tourism areas and lake catchments even
if the land is privately owned as it is in this case. This was stage one of a five
stage logging and replanting programme scheduled over the next 25 years.

Mountain Bike Tracks

Mountain Biking is a growth sport and with first class tracks already
established in the Whaka forest RDC are aware of the tourism potential and
benefits this will bring to Rotorua, particularly when the airport opens to trans
tasman flights. An application from the Mountain Bike Club to form a dual
bike/walking track in the DOC reserve between the Blue Lake and Okareka
was not supported by a number of residents and nature conservation groups
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and was subsequently withdrawn. However there is strong support from the
community for walking tracks around both Lake Okarcka and Tarawera and
there may be other areas suited to mountain bike tracks.

Land Use Change

As part of EBOP’s 2003 action plan for Okarcka (LOCMAP) they introduced
Rule14, variation 5 in an attempt to cap the nitrogen and phosphorous
discharge from farms into the lake. This was opposed by both Fonterra and
Federated Farmers as it would set a precedent for other lake action plans.

The Lakes Water Quality Society supported by LORRA and the Rotoiti
Ratepayers Assn engaged legal representation to support Variation 5. To date
there has been no decision announced but it is interesting to note that
Environment Waikato have recently had their regulations to manage nutrient
discharges into Lake Taupo confirmed by the Environment Court and farmers
will now require a consent under the RMA.

It is hoped EBOP will ensure the same nutrient control is part of the strategy to
clean up the Rotorua Lakes.

Ground water is a major source of input into the Rotorua Lakes and as an
example 70% of the water flowing into Lake Tarawera comes underground
from 8 other lake catchments highlighting the need to control nutrient
discharge.

Property Rates

RDC have worked hard in the past year to come up with a more equitable
rating structure for the district and in our view have gone a long way to
achieving this objective as you will hear from the presentation at today’s
meeting.

If the proposal is confirmed, the average rates for the 260 properties at Okareka
will reduce by 24% and whilst the cost of the reticulated sewerage will offset
this, it is a welcome recognition of the submissions made by the Lake’s
communities in recent years.

Aqua-Skiers Beach Proposal

DOC have asked the community for their comments on establishing a small
(20 sites) camping ground on the old aqua skiers site with access from Millar
Road. Currently all the beach is a designated ski lane and the privacy of the site
tends to attract an undesirable element from time to time however it is
potentially an attractive beach and would be an integral part of the round the
lake walkway.

If DOC is able to improve the access road, provide toilets and a rubbish
facility, and have the beach divided to accommodate swimmers and water




The Newsletter 38

skiers it would be well used by day picnickers, take pressure off Boyes Beach,
and may be attractive to the increasing number of campervans visiting the
lakes.

Okareka Lake Level : Improvements to the outlet piping and control structure
have been unsuccessfully sought from RDC/EBOP for many years and the past
winter saw unusually high levels adversely affecting a number of lake edge
septic tanks and resulting in shoreline erosion. A submission was made to the
Community Board and resulted in EBOP commissioning an engineers report
that has just come to hand.

Recommendations include a new weir structure to replace the informal outlet
pipes, upgrading the most constricting length of pipeline ($236,000) to
significantly improve the pipeline capacity and interestingly to explore
potential partnership within the community to allocate the hydro-electric
resource available. (23 KW of power).

We will ask EBOP to include the report in their 10 year plan and the affect on
water levels after the sewerage scheme becomes operative and also any
benefits that may arise when Tarawera’s sewerage piping comes through the
outlet channel will need to be considered.

It has been pleasing to see the large number of both locals and visitors utilizing
the lake, beaches and walkways over the Christmas and New Year and whilst
there has been the occasional jet/water skier forgetting there is a Skm/200m
safety zone around the lake edge and rubbish should go into the bins provided
feedback has been very positive.

Communication with residents and ratepayers is a priority for the LORRA
committee and to this end you will note the quarterly newsletter has been up-
graded and we are always interested in printing any interesting articles/photos
etc you may like included. Also the local phone book was reprinted and we are
looking to expand both our email address book and the neighbourhood watch
network.

In conjunction with the preschool team we had a successful Carol service and
Santa visit at their break-up in November and our thanks to Robin Trewin for
making his property (flying fox) available.

Another success was the Craft Fair this time last year and weather permitting
we hoped today’s Fair would be bigger and better !!

The ever increasing usage of the Blue Lake for events resulting in lake and
road closures puts pressure on the narrow roads and lake usage at Okareka and
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continues to be of concern. LORRA works closely with RDC, EBOP and the
Community Board to ensure that local events & regular lake users (waka ama,
yachting, kayakers, fishing contests etc) are not adversely affected.

Unfortunately each year we have to accept the loss of long time residents and
2008 was no exception with the passing of Claire Dale, Mary Madsen and
Catherine Caughey. Also George Pickernell suffered a serious stroke and is
now under care at Redwood Lodge.

Once again Landcare Okareka had a very busy year with 12 monthly working
bees, (282 volunteer hours), planting 2055 plants in addition to the many hours
undertaking weed control, trimming, pest control etc along the walkway and
around the village. Okareka is very fortunate to have such an active and
passionate group and they are always grateful for more helpers at the working
bees.

Don Gollan is stepping down from the LORRA committee after many years
involvement including a number as Chairman and he will be sorely missed.
Thank you Don.

The rest of the committee and office holders have offered themselves for
re election but it is important we keep “refreshing” LORRA and the size of the
committee is flexible.

Finally we have a number of other interesting challenges to address this year
and among them are the following :

+  Undergrounding of power/phone lines as part of the sewerage trenching.
«  Mobile phone coverage in the catchment.

«  Boyes Beach upgrade.

«  Signage improvements

»  Road, footpath improvements. (10 year plan).

«  Round the Lake walkway.

«  Tarawera Trail. Support for Stage 1

Many people in the community play an active part in making Okareka a
friendly , supportive and attractive place to live and holiday and to you all a
very big thank you and last but not least special thanks to the LORRA commit-
tee who are a pleasure to work with.

Geoff Palmer
Chairman
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LAKE OKAREKA HALL
HIRE

PLEASE REMEMBER
Our Community Hall is available for hire by
Local residents or “not local”
If anyone wants to start classes
eg dance, yoga, indoor bowls, art etc OR
Wedding receptions, meetings, functions, parties

CONTACT us for
Prices and availability for evenings or weekends

7 days notice is appreciated and a bond is required,
which will be refunded providing the hall
Is left as clean and tidy as you found it.

PS Gents, if you are tall, remember to smile
When you go to the loo !!
Check it out.

For bookings and information on hire charges
Contact
Megan Douglas 3628 682

Carol Christian-Price 3628 702
Lou Norling 3628 886
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Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association (Inc)

Statement of Financial Performance

Advertising Income
Donations

Interest Received
Subscriptions
Website Income
Fete Sales

Total Income
Expenditure

: jsing

Bank Charges
Carol Service
Donations
Community Fair
Lakes Water Quality Costs
Newsletter Printing
Postage
Stationery

Sundry Expenses
Course

Tax
Websi

Total Expenditure

& O @ B D

w

PO BAO DB AN

£ ]

Excessl{Deficit) of Income over Expenditure $

The accompanying notes are to be read in conjunction with this statement

For the Year ended 30th November 2008

2008

1,675.00
250.00
786.36

3,260.00
600.00
140.00

i H B B O B

6,711.36

w

342.38
51.50
408.00
282.00
30.00

350.00
22423
185.00
256.63

(85.14)
495.01

PO HPDAPBH S H

o

4,568.69

2,142.67 5

2007

2,212.50
225.30
851.33

3,480.00

6,769.13

1,000.00

337.99
255.70

1,805.00
1,392.57
78862
387.46
10.89
225.00
48.79
485.04

6,753.56

15.57
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Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association (Inc)
Statement of Financial Position Pﬁssums Pﬂssums Possums

As at the 30th November 2008

LORRA have a number of Pos-
Current Assets 2008 2007 \sum Traps for loan to residents,
supplied by EBOP.
Westpactrust Cheque Ac-
count $ 234223 § 46935 3
Kiwibank Business online We all know there is a very suc-
Call Account ) $ 10,133.82 $ 1184746 |cessful possum eradication pro-
i v % - ¥ < gramme in place outside the mar-
gins of Lake Okareka village but
Total Assets $12,476.05 § 1231681 little account has been taken of
Cammmat | iabilitins th; possum population inside the
_——— village.
Creditors $ - $ 198343
Subscriptions in Advance .
(2009) M s y {Many may be surprised to learn

that there are considerable num-
Total Liabilities § $ 198343 bers of this pesky pest living in the village. Obviously this population is
free to migrate out and repopulate the areas where the eradication pro-

| gramme has been running.

Met Assets $12,476.05 $ 10,333.38

Represented by Mem-
bers Funds Now we have an answer and with the support of EBOP we are now able to |
loan the very popular and highly efficient Timms Possum Trap.

Accumulated Funds bought
forward § 10,333.38 $ 10,317.81 | : ;
Excess/{Deficit) Income ' These traps are available on loan for up to 3 weeks at a time so LORRA
over Expenditure $ 214287 $ 15.57 encourages residents who wish to join in the battle against possums to get
a trap. |
$12,476.05 s 10,333.38 We have a register and also wish maintain records of the possums

“apprehended”, so ask that trap users help with this.
The accompanying notes are to be read in conjunction with this statement [

SR If we can make an impact on the possum population everyone will benefit.

| report that | have examined the records of the Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association Inc. for Traps are available from Don Gollan ph 3628-617.

the year ended 30th November 2008. In comman with similar organisations, control over income prior to its |

being recorded is limited. There were no practical audit procedures to determine the effect of this limitation.
The Committee meetings and minutes are refied upon lo authorise all expenditure.

In my opinion, subject to the above, the Statement of Financial Performance and the Statement of Financial
Position fairly present the financial results of activities for the year and the financial position as at 30th Navem-
ber 2008

Ken Stokes
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Lakc Okareka Ratepayers and Rﬂidents’ﬂnnual General Meetmg
2009 at the La : 1

Chairman Geoff Palmer welcomed everyone present. The AGM followed a
very successful Lake Okareka Community Fair held earlier in the day.

Included in the welcome were the following people: Todd McClay MP For Roto-
rua, Jean-Paul Gaston RDC rating expert, Andy Bruere EBOP Rotorua Lakes
person, Cr. Maureen Waaka (RDC) and John Waaka, Cr. Dave Donaldson
(RDC), Cr. Julie Calnan (RDC, Waste Minimisation), Cr. Neil Oppatt (EBOP,
Rotorua Airport Chairman), Brentleigh Bond Chairperson Rotorua Lakes Com-
munity Board, John & Ann Green LWQS Chairman & Secretary.

There were also 23 Lake Okareka community members signed in.

Apologies: Cr Maggie Bentley, Cr Robin Ford, Cr Karen Hunt, James & Frankie
Blakely, Lyall & Judith Beuth, Cheryl Lyons, Christine Caughey, Alison & Geoff
Hutchins, Don & Sue Gollan.

Moved that these apologies be accepted G. Palmer / C. Christian-Price, carried

Chairman Geoff Palmer reminded those present that this was the Ratepayers and
Residents meeting. There would be a glass of wine or juice to follow the meeting.

He outlined a few of the important issues in the community including the
sewerage system (which RDC are awaiting ag;'eements about the siting of
grinder pumps and electrical connections due back on 6" February). The pricing
for the system will be notified to the community following the tendering process.
Following this at least 50% signed approval will be required from the community.
Government funding for 50% of the costs has been approved. This project needs
to be started soon with completion due before the end of 2010.

There is a proposal for a camping ground out for discussion from the
Department of Conservation for the old Aqua Skiers Beach. Submissions are
due in by the end of February 2009.

Rotorua District Council's new rates proposal is open for comments also -
due by 13" February. New proposal seems very positive for Lake Okareka.

Minutes of the Previous AGM January 25" 2008
Moved these Minutes be accepted as a true and correct record — Bob King,

Richard Hunt -carried.

Matters Arising from the Minutes:

Status of water skiing slalom course
— consent has not been renewed and course has been removed from the lake.

There were issues with passive boat use, use of walkway with day picnickers,
and swimmers, plus Harbour master had concerns about safety as it cut across
exit / entry from ski lane at Silver Beach.

LORRA Constitution — this will require some changes to meet the Charities
Commission requirements. Unsure what those requirements are as yet. It is
1993 since it was last looked at and it requires some other changes to bring it
up to date.

Chairman's Report:
Geoff Palmer presented his report, which was wide ranging.

Covered items as follows

Sewerage scheme, Crater Lake Park decision, Blue Lake logging, mountain
bike tracks, land use change in the catchment, RDC rates, Doc's proposal for

Aqua Skiers beach, Okareka lake levels.

He highlighted some of the issues LORRA faces for the coming year including

under grounding of power lines as part of sewerage trenching, mobile phone

coverage, Boyes Beach upgrade, signage improvements, road and footpath
improvements, round the lake walkway(Okareka), Tarawera trail proposal.

Moved that the Chairman's Report be adopted Bob King / John Roper — carried

Sandra Goodwin on behalf of those present at the meeting thanked Geoff
Palmer for all of his efforts on Okareka community's behalf over the past year
— acclamation.

Geoff Palmer moved a vote of thanks to Don Gollan, who is stepping down
from the LORRA Committee for all of his work for the Okarcka community
over the past years — acclamation.

Financial Report:
This was presented by Bryan Walford for the year ending 30" November 2008.

Income was $6711.36, Expenditure was $4568.69 with current account bal-

ances totalling $12,476.05.

One item discussed was the Newsletter printing costs. These have increased
because we have gone to colour photos for the cover. We have received very
good feed back and will continue to make the Newsletter attractive. It is our
most important method of communication with the Okareka community.

Moved that the Financial Report be accepted — Marcel Van Leeuwen / Don
Gollan — carried.
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Subseription:
It was moved that the subscription remain at $20 per household- Geoff

Palmer / Bob King — carried.

Election of LORRA Committee for 2009:

Geoff Palmer, Sandra Goodwin, Bryan Walford, Mike Bannister, Lyall
Beuth, John Roper, Marcel Van Leeuwen, and Carol Christian-Price have
all offered themselves for re-election.

Geoff Palmer called for other nominations:

Chris Russell — nominated by Carol Christian Price / Neil Oppatt

Richard Hunt - nominated by Carol Christian Price — Richard declined nomi-
nation, but will be available to the committee if we require his input especially
with the sewerage scheme.

Cheryl Lyons — has offered her name to go forward for Committee. Geoff
asked for direction from meeting. It was agreed that the Committee has the
power to co-opt. Geoff to speak to Cheryl first.

It was moved that the existing Committee members (as listed above) be nomi-
nated: Neil Oppatt / Don Gollan — carried. Committee was declared elected.

General Business:
Geoff Palmer invited guest speakers to address the meeting

Todd McClay MP — spoke about representing the area.

He mentioned the commitment made to water quality by previous government
— this would be honoured.

Blue Lake / Whakarewarewa forest area, need to negotiate before next time — 5
years. Has offered to help community.

Was asked about funding for solution to lakes water quality / land use change
as suggested by late Leith Knowles 5 Farms, 5 Lakes” proposal. Need to “take
some of the fight away™ and provide some better options.

Jean-Paul Gaston and RDC Rates Review

spoke about the current proposal, seeking informal feedback at this stage.
Anyone can use RDC website to see what impact the proposed system will
have on each individual property owner, using the new valuations.

This will be put into the 10 year plan for formal submissions. It is a hybrid
system using capital values in places and land values in other parts. Aim is to
get properties in one street paying similar rates.

Intend to maximise the UAGC, this will add rates to lower valued properties
and lower the rates on high value ones.

There will be two new targetted rates — one for Urban & Rural Reading,

allocated on Capital Value.

The other is a Business and Economic Development Rate with that sector
paying 80% and 20% to General Rate.

General Rate take has been lowered (by re allocation) from $36m to $21m and
will be rated using Land Values. RDC are seeking feed back and Geoff Palmer
also urged people to make comments.

Andy Bruere from EBOP

spoke about a number of issues. He mentioned the new report about the Lake

Okareka levels and outlet structure. He spoke about

+ completed lake restoration projects e.g. (diversion wall in Lake Rotoiti),

»  Govt commitment to sewerage scheme funding, land use change — fund-
ing available(?),

«  Lake Okara Action Plan almost completed,

»  monitoring and research efforts especially with University of Waikato,

»  good engagement with farmers in many catchments re land use change
options, to lower animal numbers. Aim this year is to lock changes into
place.

«  Five lakes are covered by Rule 11, but not Lakes Tarawera or Okataina.

»  Concern expressed about groundwater drainage, see model at Museum of
Rotorua Lakes catchments,

+  Tarawera and Okataina appear have water draining into them underground
from other catchments.

«  Concern also expressed about Blue Lake — huge number using lake &
camp grounds over summer. Public toilets are on septic tanks, nutrients
drain into lake.

»  Matter of regional parks was raised, huge pressures on EBOP's funding.

Brentleigh Bond, of Rotorua Lakes Community Board

spoke about EBOP rating issues — lakes restoration rate. This was supposed
to be a stop gap measure. Need to raise $35m, what formula do they intend to
use, as the original one that everyone had agreed to was over turned at the last
minute (by Fed Farmers) and has not been looked at again since then.

Spoke about new sewerage system at Hinemoa Point using Low Pressure
Grinder Pumps (LPGP). Community Board had site visit late last year, early
days but seems to be operating well.

Waste Minimisation — govt law, reduce, recycle, reuse. RDC working on
strategy for the district. Will be included in RDC's 10 year plan and up for
discussion. Bus Trip to visit lakeside communities on again March 10™
Okareka & Tarawera. Meet with communities to discuss issues.
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Dave Donaldson

spoke about mountain bike issues.

The sport is growing and earns a lot of revenue for Rotorua district. Grant
Kilby is President. Spoke about visiting mountain biking place called Whistler
in British Columbia, Canada. [NB Whistler is on a snow mountain, a dedicated,
planned resort for mountain biking and snow skiing - chairlifis & ski trails
used in summer for mountain biking — winter for snow skiing - site of the next
winter Olympics].

He spoke about the RMTBC proposal for Tikitapu Reserve, said they got more
replies in favour than against, but those against were well reasoned. Decided to
drop the proposal.

The will look at a new 2 way track above Blue Lake to hook back parallel with
Tarawera Road — safety issues.

Spoke about issues with Waipa Mountain Bike car park area, maybe problems
with future public access.

Ongoing negotiations required with iwi, Timberlands and RDC.

John Green from Lakes Water Quality Society

Reminded everyone about LWQS AGM the following morning at 10am.
Spoke about the Rule 14 variation for Okareka, cost LWQS $15,000 but no
progress has been made with a hearing.

Interesting to see the Environment Waikato decision re Lake Taupo, capping
nutrient levels.

Maureen Waaka

congratulated Okareka community on facing issues.

Would like more input from community through this year on the District Plan
“Fresh Ideas™.

What are the important values? New developments may create more pressure
on district infrastructure.

Also discussed boating regulations - feels that is a central govt policy area
such as registered boats, driving licences for boaties, compulsory wearing of
life jackets (has come in already in some areas).

Geoff Palmer thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting
closed at 9.50 pm.
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Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner

CAPERS idencon

E jlpigly sob

Okareka T-Shirts

4 colours available
All sizes - children and adults

$20 children
$25 adults

Phone Carol 3628 702

Lake Okarcka Postcards

Availab) Leﬁomlﬂkkﬁ,aiamstﬁfﬁfm'lﬂ
Contact Carol ph 3628 702
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OKAREKA 21 March 2009, Tarawera Ultramarathon.
Runners crossing Tarawera Rd by Blue Lake, then on to Okareka Loop Rd and
running through Okareka Village to Lake Okataina via Millar Rd.

BLUE LAKE 28-29 March 2009, Dragonboat Nationals.
Road speed restriction near Blue Lake Motor Camp

BLUE LAKE 18/4/09 8am—S5.30pm Xterra Rotorua Festival

. How to get to Heaven in Scotland

! Best read in yer broadest Scottish accent

I was testing children in my Glasgow Sunday school class to see if they
understood the concept of getting to heaven.

1 asked them, 'If I sold my house and my car, had a big jumble sale and
gave all my money to the church, would that get me into heaven?'

'NO! the children answered.

'If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the garden, and kept everything
tidy, would that get me into heaven?'

Again, the answer was No!' By now I was starting to smile.

' Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave sweeties to all the children,
and loved my husband, would that get me into heaven?'

_"
Again, they all answered No!". 1was jﬂ“bursfﬁg with pride for them.

[ continued, ' Then how can I get into heaven?'

A six year-old boy shouted out ~
YUV GOTTAE BEF....n" DEAD.......... !
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

| Are Wasp Nests a Problem for You?
If you can locate the nest, we can treat it - at NO cost.

This is a community service offered by Landcare Okareka,
with chemicals funded from donations received by the group.
Contact Mike Goodwin 362 8865

Do you need a hand 77?7

with general section tidying , fencing and painting. Have own mulcher
available. Rates negotiable.

phone Bob Morrison 3628500

School Holiday Care
available for 6+ years. A couple of hours, couple of days or whole holidays.
For more info phone Katrina Hyde 3628 581

Wanted to buy

Highchair, cot and/or portacot, safety door barriers single x2 and double
xl. Local Homebased Educator always looking for good quality used baby
gear and toys.

Phone Katrina Hyde 3628 581

Trees felled for free - Conditions apply
Phone : Chris 3628 679 or Peter 3628 108.

Bee Swarms or Wasps Nests. [ will call or destroy them if necessary.
Phone Bryan Walford on 3628 224

Pet Feeding Services. Have your pets cared for and fed in their own home en-
vironment or boarded with me in large secure pens. Reasonable rates, includes
mail box being emptied and indoor plants watered. SPCA approved.
References available.

Phone Carol on 3628 702

Heather Horton (Artist) - Watercolours, Oils, Pastels and lead-lighting work
can be seen in the studio. Works are for sale, or can be ordered.
Phone 3628 165 '

LJ Hooker Marquee and LJ Hooker Bear Suit - Available FREE of charge
for community use. Marquee 6m x 8m. Booking essential.
Phone LJ Hooker on 3485 058
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| Craft Fair Face Painting i




