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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

Al the time of writing this the District Council's decision on Resource Consent
applications for the Crater Lake Tourist Resort proposal is still awaited. Details
rclating to the 3 day hearing are reporied elsewhere in this issue. | atlended the
full hearing and heard all the submissions. - a lot of which was of a legal and
technical nature. However | was struck by many of the individual submissions
where the submilters evidenced the high personal regard they have for
Okarcka. Their statements seemed to capture the very essence of Okarcka and
I'm sure they wont mind me reproducing some excerpts here.

There are also a large number of pedestrians in the area.
Generally speaking, residents drive their cars info Rotoruna and
back again but otherwise they walk when going from one place to
another in the Okarcka arca. From my home I see large numbers
of people walking along the road. There is virtually someone
walking along the road at any given point of the day. The
pedestrian traffic is not only young children on bicyeles and people
wiho are home during the day or weekend, the pedestrian traffic
continues through to the evening and there are frequently people
walking on the roads after dark, be they exercising their dogs or
simply going for a stroll.

Ellen Larsen

There are 23 (Wood Pigeons) living in our gully. They often sit in
these trees beside the road. There are not many places that you can
walk down the street you live in and see a sight such as this,
especially that there are houses

all around. ...... Tui's also claim our vilfage to be their home.
Dennis Falconer

The character of Okarcka settlement lies first in the intricate
configuration of its shoreline and the bush clad slopes that rise
Sfrom it. The total dimension is lost in foliage and topegraphy and
cannot be quantified from any one vantage point. Originally rooted
in the informality of bach culture and its casual street patterns, it
has developed into a low key, low density settlement in which
design, materials and colonr are used to complement the
landscape.

David Chrystall

On to Millar Road. The road that locals walk down to get to the
Steep Street and Bayes beaches, The road that children play
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beside, and sometimes on. The road that many locals use to walk
their dogs and ride their bikes. The road that is also a papular road
for joggers. That road!! Not very wide, no Sootpaths, ne channel
and kerbing, no street lights, no storm water drainage. That is "our
road"” and we like it that way.

Jennie Bruce

I came to love it clearly for its silence; its places of solitude; its
gentleness; its mood changes; the rise and fall af scasomal imists;
the smell and sounds of bird and animal life - Tui's fighting for
nectar, lambs in spring, dragonflies and frogs in summer; evenings
where you could trace the path of moonlight clear across the lake
to Mount Tarawera which perched like a guardian over the
landscape; times when we would all gather at the kitchen window
and watch Tarawera change colour on dusk, sometimes racing
down to the peninsular to gather up my mother's parents so they
could enjoy it with us' and I loved it for its times after dark when
my father taught Fraser and [ to speak to the Morepork which
began its song at the bottom of the hill and came closer and closer
as we answered its call.

Lindsay Barron

There was much more said in a similar vein. The word pictures put the formal
arguments in context and gave them relevance. They breathed life and meaning
into the word "environment”. It's what it's all about really - and something
worth fighting to preserve,

Grakam Daley

1996/7 LORRA Committee

Chairman

Graham Duley 362 8591
Secretary Rod Stace 362 8523
Treasurer Ken Stokes - 362 8862
Committee Ben Castle 362 8125
Gracme Osborne 362 8118
Stuart Macintosh 362 8806
Mary Madsen 362 8564
Shirley Morrison 362 8500
Mark Collet 362 8037
Bill Fisher 362 8811
Newsletter Editor Mary Madsen 362 8564
Roscmary Roper 362 8410
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LAKE OKAREKA

YOUR COMMUNITY STORE

EST. 1953

OPEN
7 DAYS

7.30 am TILL 6 pm MON-THUR
7.30 am TILL 7.30 pm FRI-SAT
SUNDAY TILL NOON

362-81

OFF-LICENCE

OPEN 6 DAYS
FULL RANGE OF FINE WINES,
SPIRITS & BEERS
A% % %

MOBIL FUEL

96 & 91 UNLEADED
OPEN 7 DAYS

A% % %
EFYPOS Available for all purchases

OFF-LICENCE

OPEN 6 DAYS
FULL RANGE OF FINE WINES,
SPIRITS & BEERS
PARTY ICE

- WINTER HOURS -
7.30 am TILL 6 pm MON-THUR
7.30 am TILL 7.30 pm FRI-SAT
OPEN TILL LATE SUMMER TIME

'OKAREKA VIDEO HIRE

Sk .00
per tape

RETURN BY MIDDAY
e SEm— i,

HAVE YOUR ORDER
DELIVERED

RING BEFORE 8.00 am

A% % W
POST CENTRE
0PN 7 pays

FREE Mail Service for Locals (Okareka or Yarawera)

| KNOW YOUR MAIL 15 SECURE WHEN YOU'RE
AWAY FOR A FEW DAYs!

Full Postal Service for Local
& Overseas Mail
A ____ % % W

-

Lake Okareka Tennis Club

With the weather improving all the time, tennis is now back on the agenda and
this season we look forward to lots of activity on the courts. Official opening
day was 6 October when the AGM was also held.

Business House Tennis opens at Lynmore on 31 October with Lake Okarcka
cntering a team who are hopeful of success this year but enjoy it regardless of
the outcome. This year the ‘A’ Team will compete resplendent in Club T
shirts.

Clubrooms at the courts are being investigated as the existing clubhouse/rain
shelter is getting a bit long in the tooth and boasts no toilet facilities!!! The
RDC are still undecided regarding utilisation of reserve land so the fate of a
clubhouse initially hangs on this decision. The club feels that clubrooms could
be a welcome assel to the community.

This season the club is promoting more coaching and competitions for juniors
in particular and we are hoping to arrange matches with other clubs. A local
business house competition is also being considered. This would complement
the team playing at Lynmore. Details to be advised.

Annual membership fees are now due with the padlocks being changed on 1
November. The fees are still $30.00 per family. The can be paid at the store or
to Lin Schaeffers (Ph 362 8451). New members are always most welcome.
Casual players can still obtain a key from the store by paying the casual rate
plus a refundable key bond. Club T Shirts are now available. To order these
contact Lin Schaeffers.

Finally the club takes this opportunity to wish Merv and Alison McCallum
every success and happiness on their overseas sojourn, They have both
volunteered many years of service to the club. Our success in finally having the
courts resurfaced were to a large extent due mainly to the tireless cfforts of
Merv who got lobbying down to an art form. Their long and dedicated service
to the Lake Okarcka Tennis Club has been much appreciated and will be sorely
missed. At a recent function the club committee granted life membership to
“Team McCallum “ and they will always be welcome at the courts.

In closing we wish everyone a great summer of tennis. Enjoy yourselves.

The committee, LOTC



MAX BRADFORD

Your VP for Tarawera

and National Candidate for Rotorua

“Please feel free to call me anytime if you have a
problem or a query | can help with”

Electorate Office:
13 Amohia Street, P 0 Box 2481, Rotorua 3201
TelFax 07 347 4444

LAKE OKAREKA FIRE FORCE

Well at last summer is on the way and lets hope that the sky has run out of rain
- for a while - at least. Three things to think about this time.

Firstly we have 2 vacancies in our team due to people leaving the area. We
need persons over the age of 21, who want to be trained up as volunteer
firefighters. Hopefully we will be inundated with replies, but please remember
this is an ongoing commitment, both to training and to the community. If you
are interested please leave your name and a contact phone number with
Graham at the store.

Second thing - I get asked why we have two fire trucks that appear to do the
same job. Well, the easy answer is that they don’t do the same job - and I'll
explain. The Ford D600 - the big truck - is a fully equipped fire appliance,
with on board water and all the necessary to deal with house fires, scrub fires,
traffic accidents etc. This is the first response vehicle, ic it is always called out
by Hamilton fire Control (now called Firecomm) and will attend all incidents.
The Toyota is primarily designed to carry personnel and set up a water supply
in areas outside the reticulated water system, thus the Ford will always go to
the incident , whereas the Toyota will either provide back-up personnel or will
head for the nearest water and set up 4 supply for the Ford. The Toyota does
not carry on board water, but is still able to fight a fire on its own account ,
with its pump and hoses that are always carried in the vehicle,

Last thing - when the siren goes, if you want to help, by all means report to the
fire station and wait until you are approached, or offer your services after the
fire appliance has left the station. This is for your own safety, and the safety of
everyone else present. also please do not take clothing and equipment from the
fire station - all the clothing is allocated to trained firemen, and the equipment
can be dangerous in the wrong hands. Finally do not take unnecessary vehicles
to the incident - there will be enough to do without organising a car-park as
well.

That’s it for now, have a great spring and I'll talk to you again later.

Dave Field - Chief Fire Officer, Lake Okareka Fire



FIRE PERMITS

ALL GARDEN & RUBBISH FIRES
IN
LAKE OKAREKA, REQUIRE A PERMIT
FROM
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
PHONE 346-1155 normal office hours

THIS APPLIES ALL YEAR ROUND

BBQ’s and FIRES in “incinerators” with a lid, do not require a permit
BUT must be supervised at ALL times

AEROBICS 1996 - EXERCISE CLASSES
LAKE OKAREKA STYLE

We struggled through the cold, wet and dark winter nights to get enough keen
pecople to attend our monday and wednesday night classes but to no avail, we
had no alternative but to cancel the classes for last term.

However, now that spring is here we are all keen and eager to start again with
our familiar faces and would certainly welcome some new faces to our classes.

DON'T BE PUT OFF BY THE WORD "AEROBICS" OR EVEN

Seriously, if you feel you would like to join a local and friendly group to either
get it for summer or stay trim please come along,

Qur classes start on MONDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER AT 6.30 PM and go for
just one hour .

We have classes every Monday and Wednesday nights at our local hall, Loop
Road. The cost is just $4.00 per class.

Il you have any queries or require further information please call Diane Reid
on ®3I62-8686

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING MANY OF YOU THERE.!!!
8
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Challenge

Rotorua Realty Services Limited MREINZ
A member of the Challenge Realty Group
cnr Hinemoa & Amohia Street, ROTORUA

FOR YOUR TOTAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES
LIST YOUR PROPERTY

WITH THE PEOPLE WITH THE LOCAL KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISE

"THE LAKE PROPERTY SPECIALISTS"

Lakes Rotoiti, Okareka, Tarawcra. Rotorua. Rotochu and Roloma
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BRIAN PIESSE

JOAN PIESSE AREINZ

PHONE: OFFICE (07) 348 5058
A/HRS: (07) 362-7755
MOBILE: (025) 952-227




SKY TV - OKAREKA 1997222 [

Did you know that from next year (around April sometime) Sky TV is starting

transmission by satellite. This means that there will be a fotal New Zealand FO R POS I I lVE
coverage and this includes us!!

So those of you with TV withdrawal can gel an extra fix of TV provided you R EAI ES I A I E
are prepared to put your hand in your pocket. Information on prices will not be

available until December.  Sky will be using the same system excepl subscribers

will nced a 45-80cm dish installed.  If you are interested make sure you follow
the advertising that is sure to accompany this event. :,

Suppliers of Macrocarpa and Lawson Cypress. Seﬂfng or Buy;ng
Able to supply beams in lengths to 7.5m.
Stockists of TG & V, Fence Timber and rafters etc. Contact:

The Lakes Specialists

23 Deport Street, PO. Box 1909,
Rotorua, New Zealand Maric Bell Betty Stewart

: : Lakes Specialist Lakes Specialist
PHONE: 64-7-348 4968, FAX: 64-7-348 3368 e it oo

T
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LAKE OKAREKA INDOOR BOWLING CLUB

) PH (07) 345 3700 PH (07) 345 3700
The 1996 scason has only three weeks to run, with one tournament to play. Fax (07) 345 3703 Fax (07) 345 3703
Honours for the various events have been evenly spread between the members, J AH (07) 345 3105 AH (07) 3459162
with all of us showing Mashes of brilliance at times. Blabile (U 772 256 Mo (i 0Tl
When the new season starts next year (about Easter) we hope to see a few more , L
locals come to our hall to try out a new sport and mecet their neighbours.

-
The Professionals
From the club. a pleasant Xmas and a successful New Year 1o all bowlers. _ Cnr Te Ngae & Tarawera Roads

PO Box 1134
McDowell Rotorua, DX JP30011

Peter Blackburn Real Estate Ltd

MREEINT

10




TOURIST COMPLEX PROPOSAL - CRATER LAKE FARM

The Statutory Hearings Sub-committee
of the Rotorua District Council sat on the 25th,
26th and 27 September to hear submissions
for and against the granting of Resort Con-
sents for the 98proposed tourist complex.

At the time of going to press the
Council's decision is still awaited.

Just to recap the proposal envisages

the following features:

+ 10 accommodation blocks comprising 240
rooms with a capacity for 480 persons

+ conference facility & licensed restaurant
« 18 hole intemational golf course and 9 hole
golf course
+ heliport
+ heated swimming pool, tennis courts and
horse riding facilities
« water supply and sewage treatment
scheme

Regional Council

The various resource consent applica-
tions needed to construct the facility have to
be made to both the District Council and the
Regional Council (Environment Bay of Plenty).

The Regional Council received an
application from the dewvelopers for consents
related to water supplies and the treatment
and disposal of sewage effluent. Officers of
that Council decided to not advertise for public
submissions on the grounds that the water
and sewage schemes would only have a
‘minor” effect on the environment

The Regional Council seemingly took
the reports of the Applicant’s consultants at
face value. Despite a last minute lobby of
Regional Councilors we were not able to get
that decision reversed and these particular
consents have now been approved.

We contended then, and still do, that
the sewage scheme for the site should have
been open to public submissions. A conse-
quence of this “back door” approach was to
scuttle the previously promised joint hearing of
both Council's to hear all consents in one fo-
rum. The applications are now planned to be
lodged on a drip feed basis. This includes
those for earthworks which would have to be
lodged with the Regional Council.

District Council

A total of 78 submissions were re-
ceived by the District Council relating to the
consent application before it. 61 submitters
opposed the application in its entirety and
sought that the application be declined.

LORRA and the Lake Tarawera Rate-
payers Associations jointly engaged legal
counsel plus planning and traffic experts to
present their case. In addition many Okareka
and Tarawera residents took the opportunity
to make their own individual submissions

The Statutory Hearings Sub-committee
comprised the Mayor and four other Council-
ors. After hearing all the evidence placed
before them they reserved their decision.

A significant development at the hear-
ing was the recommendation from the Coun-
cil's own Planning staff that the application be

declined. The principal reason for this was
that traffic and noise generated as a result of
the complex would have an adverse effect on
the Okareka Village.

The original application included an
assessment of the traffic effects by a traffic
engineer engaged by the applicant At a pre-
hearing meeting with the applicant they re-
fused our request to provide details of the
markeling assumptions used by them to calcu-
late the traffic effects. It therefore came as a
surprise at the hearing when the applicants
traffic engineer cut his estimate of traffic num-
bers in half on the basis that visitors would
stay on site for a 4 - 5 day duration and hardly
ever leave it while there.

This view was contradicted by Council
officers and the ftraffic engineer engaged by
the Ratepayer groups as unrealistic and sub-
ject to change if marketing strategies were to
be varied in the future.

LORRA's overall position was to op-
pose the application in its entirety and we
have good grounds to do so. | was very salis-
fied with the presentation made on behalf of
the Ratepayer groups and are confident that it
will provide the basis of strong grounds for an
appeal should this become necessary.

Where To From Here?

It is our understanding that the fuff
Council must ratify a decision of the Statutory
Hearings Sub-committee if such was against
the advice of the Council officers.

An appeal to the Environment Court is
available to the applicant or any submitier not
satisfied with the Council's decision. This
must be lodged within three weeks of the de-
cision being advised. However we are ad-
vised that it could take at least a year for any
appeal to be heard because of the backiog of
cases before the Court.

LORRA is committed to call a Special
General Meeting of the Association before
any appeal can be lodged. Events may com-
pel us to call this at reasonably short notice. If
this does eventuate then it will be critically im-
portant that we get a large attendance so that
any decisions are truly reflective of the mem-
bership's views. We have been mostly able to
fund our submissions to date from existing
resources. However any decision to lodge an
appeal would require a firm commitment from
the membership to raise the additional funding
that would be needed.

| sat through the full three days of the
Council Hearing and heard all the evidence
and arguments that were presented. It rein-
forced my view that the proposed develop-
ment, if it was to proceed, would have an ime-
versible and adverse effect on Okareka and
Tarawera.

Q-J‘M;&Jo/



From the Archives...LORRA twenty five years ago
(Reprinted from the October 1989 newsletter)

1970 was the year when the Ratepayers '
Association was re-activaled, aficr a public
meeling called by the Lake Okarcka Conscrvation
Action Commitlce and chaired by Mr. Hamish
Lyle.

The main concern was the crosion associated
with the quarry and the resulling danger on Loop
Road, flash flooding of properties and increasing
-sediment addition to the lake. By the middle of
1971, the steering commiltee had already made
huge progress toward reducing the problems -
engineering plans for channelling run-off,
benching within the quarry, siting for a major culvert and plans for
extensive poplar planting to reduce the gullying erosion.

Another issue at the time was the intention of the then County Council to
establish a rubbish dump near the corner of Loop and Tarawera Roads, and a
petition was organised, and $1 donations collected from residents, to pay the
solicitor’s fee for representing us at the protest hearing.

The minutes of the 1971 AGM record these items of business:

1. Discussion on sources of lake
pollution, and ideas for
reducing these.
2 Installation of automatic single linc telephones. (Remember those

party-line days when there were 8 or more, including businesses, on
the one line?)

3. More street lighting wanted.
4, A speed limit of 30 m.p.h., with 20 m.p.h. in certain areas, was to be
asked for.
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5. The possibility of establishing a local volunteer ﬁre-ﬁghting unit was
to be investigated. The County Council was sympathetic but
equipment and water supply were the main problems.

6. The protest against the rubbish dump had been successful and the
County Council was now planning to use the city dump for Tarawera,
Okareka and Lynmore refuse.

7 The Okareka T.V. Society had been maintaining our T.V. translator

(paid for by local subscription) but now there was a pOSSfb!'].it}' gf the
MN.Z.B.C. taking it over. (No more digging by locals every time it

blew over!)

8. It was proposed that a diving pontoon would be a welcome amenity to
the Steep Street/ Millar Road beach.

9. A notice board was to be erected outside the store.

10. Some dissatisfaction over maintenance of lake level. ( The present
system for lake level control was installed largely as a result of local
subscription.)

This is a very incomplete account of the activities of the time, and dpesn'l do
justice to the hard work and persistence of the residents and committee
members of those days.

Have things changed that much in 23 years? Some issues seem lo go on
Jorever...

SERVICING THE ROTORUA AREA
Whether FOR 23 YEARS

» Commercial Ml{mm b
: Bomesie  ELECTRICALLTD

We will
® Install
e Maintain or

ROTORUA
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FOR THE RIGHT ADVICE JOINERY
OTOR -
We Are Specialists
SELLING BUYING [ ORKS, ' eamgd
OR RENTING :g Kitchens & Vanities ‘)g Shop Fittings
Interior/Exterior Doo Stairs & Handrails
LAKE TARAWERA OR D g T4 “ Windows
OKAREKA & PH 0-7-347 4590
REAL ESTATE 157-139 Rirl St, Rotorua e Mobile 0.25-762 326
Fax 0-7-347 4591 )
Contact; |
Norman Donald &
Phone (07) 362 8190 5
Cellphone (025) 950 189 LAKE OKAREKA PLAYGROUP
F ax (O 7) 3 62 8 2 9 0 :ic_lrcl??r:;a ia;‘c;l:]sl i|c:lfg:,;:~ung children and babies to attend our group at the hall
Matthewson Real Estate (Rotorua) Ltd. MREINZ As some of our new mums are finding, it’s a great way of getting to mecf murms
with children of the same age and also to feel you belong to the community in
e general,
’J “ It ed Realt e Morning tea is always provided for parents and children.
* [fours: 10 am - 12 midday

WORLD MREINZ ™

A MEMBER OF
THE RAY WHITE GROUP

The Right Advice

e Delails of either outings or hall groups will be advertised on the
blackboard at the shop.

e Please feel free to drop in and we 'll make you welcome.

For more details please contact Fiona - & 362 8298
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YOUR BABY’S BIRTHDAY - YOUR WAY

for free, friendly, personalised
Midwifery Services

throughout pregnancy, labour & delivery
and after baby is born

% et ?am MZRM, MZRN, AND

ph 362 - 8083 or 025836 - 312

el e
WANTED -
Desi .
nte rises
The Pre-School are in need of a new
fridge to replace their old and very Interi
tired one. Does anyone have an old D l{}_I'
fridge in good repair they would be ecoration
willing to donate to us? Curtains, Blinds
Upholstery & 1
We are also looking for an old Accessories
wooden Cot / Play Pen that we can Fiatniiiks
convert into drying racks for the T
children’s paintings. Commercial &
Residential
If you have any items that would be ‘_’}iﬁj, 551,,95,35%,
suitable could you please ring either PH. (07) 362-8831
the Pre-School on ‘% 362-8606
(mor i D!I.l}"], 57 Okareka I Rd
or contact Marie on ‘W 362-8774. - Frtadien g
Thank you,
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LAKE OKAREKA PRE-SCHOOL

Lake Okareka Pre-School operates sessions on a Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday morning from 9am to 12
noon at the Lake Okareka Hall, terms coinciding with the
local Primary Schools.

We have two teachers, Anne Bowman who is our qualified
supervisor and Virginia Mason who assists her. Our
Committee is comprised from caregivers and parents of the
Pre-School children and is very active.

Children can be enrolled on the waiting list from 2 years o
age and may attend from 3 years to school age.

We welcome any enquiries either to the Pre-School on
3728606 or by contacting our Chairperson, Marie Farrant
lon 3628774.




AQUA SKIERS

(Lake Okareka Ski Club)

We have begun the season with two Working Bees at the club to try and finish
our exterior renovations. Unfortunately on the weekend of the 21st - 22nd of
September the clubrooms were broken into and all the windows smashed, with
some other minor damage. We would appreciate if anyone heard or saw
anything, to let us or the policc know.

Qur first club day will be 27th October and they will continue on every Sunday
9am - 12pm and on Wednesdays from 5pm onwards. We again invite
anyone/everyone to come and ski. The ski club is not just for competitive
skiers but for all who enjoy gelting dragged around the lake.

We are again hosting two tournaments this season, on consecutive days, 4 & 5
January 1997. Unfortunately these are the only dates we can get to suit the
tournament schedule. Please come and support our local skiers.

The new club president this year is Andrew Simmonds & 348- 3554 so if you
have any queries, please contact him or myself.

Malcolm Denham B 362-8074

LAKE OKAREKA GARDENING & LANDSCAPING
SERVICES

Boyden Enterprise
LANDSCAPE SPECIALIST

Providing a long or shori term maintenance property care. This includes
handyman work, planting, lawn-mowing, pruning and fencing.

This is a professional service with guaranteed work satisfaction at a reasonable
price. No job too small. References available,

Phone Richard Boyden
(07) 348-6871 (after hours)
Or P O Box 4028, ROTORUA
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Lake Okareka Yacht Club

It has been great to see people out on the lake over winter. We hope more of
you will venture out when the water warms up a bit and join us yachting.

So fix your sails and find or replace all the bits that went missing over winter,
Club days will start again at the end of November. We have been meeting:
Tuesdays 5.30pm - Steep St Reserve
Sundays 2.00pm - on the water

Anyone interested in joining us please phone Martin 'IIZ:a,ug,ln':j.-r ® 362-8134, or
lan Bowyer ® 362-8031.

_,Q,_

SEEKUP ELECTRICAL (Les)

“FOR ALL YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL NEEDS”
, GIVE ME A CALL
Les Seekup 362 8298 or 025 441 353

* Availableto :
- Local rasudents and Non Iucal_re 'd nts_ :

Naw that Hary is hack from her tﬂp averseas,
contact Mary Madsen (Hall Sacretary} & 3628564
for baokfngs and fnformaﬁon on hire charges i
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ENniojoy
S6X08 0 d
Isnij eaing yu Blep )

( For Buying or Selling
Lake Okareka Properties

Contact: Heather Hourigan
on 347 4477
"The Lakes Specialit"

Ll el i
[t Wi et 1K
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