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The year marches on and it is great to be
able to address you and advise that pro-
gress is being made on many of the issues
your committee has been attending to dur-
ing the past six months.

Firstly the RDC Rates review was con-
cluded with Rural Residential Ratepayers
being handed circa a 30% increase in the
tax on their land. Whilst this 1s disap-
pointing it is prudent to consider the ob-
servation of a councillor at the time. The
councillor advised me that whilst LORRA
expressed, and particularly Don Gollan
who presented on our behalf, a well con-
structed argument for a lower level of in-
crease the very poor attendance by our
community at the Hearing on Tuesday 8™ June was an indication to the Coun-
cillors present that the community was accepting of the proposed, and subse-
quently ratified, increase. The simple message here is “apathy is tantamount to
acceptance”. The lesson we take from this is that it is a large community gath-
ering that garners attention and is more likely to bring about the result the com-
munity is seeking.
Secondly the public meeting to present the Lake Okareka Catchment Manage-
ment Action Plan (LOCMAP) was held in the hall on Thursday 29" July. Some
sixty members of the community and interested parties attended this.

Where are we?

The project manager, Opus Consulting, has been appointed.

Opus is undertaking the Feasibility Investigation Report. The brief from the
RDC is for Opus to assess all options, including pros/cons. of systems, plant etc
from an engineering perspective as well as undertaking constraints mapping for
a suitable treatment plant site. Financial aspects of the project are also to be ad-
dressed in this report. This report, once completed (mid November) will be
condensed into a 2-3 page public consultation document.

What is LORRA’s role in this part of the overall process?

We require from Opus a rigorous risk assessment process of all technologies
that are on offer. We may request a list of who has submitted proposals so as to
test the efficacy of the process. To meet this LORRA may engage the services

Continued next page
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of an independent, experienced and knowledgeable engineer to test the process
that Opus undertakes.

Thirdly the Environment Court has handed down its decision in the matter of
five references regarding Variation 12 to the RDC District Plan. Rather than re-
peat a summary of the judges deliberations I refer you to the article further on
in the Newsletter.

** The mid winter swim was duly conducted on Sunday 20th June. The event
was dampened by the inclement weather, although a few hardy souls braved the
elements to undertake a speedy dip in the lake. Well done to those who com-
pleted the challenge and a sensible decision by those who chose not to venture
out!

The committee is again grateful for the efforts of Landcare Okareka who con-
tinue to commit many hours of effort to enhance the natural environs that we
cherish and is the reason many of us choose to live here. The recent review of
the public areas, in consultation with RDC, will see further improvement as the
Vear progresses.

Water-ski beach jurisdiction has reverted to DoC. We await confirmation of a
decision to gate the entrance to the beach from Millar Road. Access will likely
be such that bicycle, pushchair and foot access won’t be impacted,

The committee have hosted presentations from Unison — the lines company in
our region, Okareka Security, Snr. Sgt. David Wilson, Head of Rotorua’s Com-
munity Policing, and Andrew Lang, Harbourmaster. A number of the issues
raised during those presentations are covered in separate articles in the News-
letter.

With an increase in nuisance traffic in the settlement may [ ask that members of
the community remain vigilant to unsociable and unacceptable behaviour? This
includes the use of motor vehicles to “plough’ up grass areas without any evi-
dence of replanting with superior grass varieties!

Please refer to the article regarding Community Watch for suitable telephone
numbers.

The Harbourmaster, Andrew Lang, has submitted a suggested change to the 5-
knot zone around the lake. Please have a look at this and respond with con-
structive comments as appropriate.

Unfortunately the committee has had two resignations in recent months for un-
foreseen reasons. If you would like to contribute ideas and time to the commu-
nity please call the Chairman for further details. Time allocation is one evening
meeting per month, and a small amount of additional time (1-2 hours or 4 min-
utes per day) depending on the issues to hand.

The Committee in conjunction with the Tarawera Ratepayer Assn. have invited
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the Mayoral, and East Ward, Candidates to the Hall on Saturday 18" from 4pm.
This is your opportunity to meet with some new faces, and a few recognisable
ones, before casting your vote on the future of Rotorua. It is fair to say that
Rotorua requires some strong leadership and a vision for the next five and ten
years. You have the opportunity to shape this vision with your vote.

The last week of sunshine has been very welcome, the lake level is falling and
the evidence of spring is apparent in the garden.

Enjoy the last quarter of the year and the next time I scribe this report we will
have a new Mayor, at least one new East Ward Councillor and Christmas shop-
ping will be in full swing. Cherish the thought!

Campbell Johnstone
Chairman

Local Celebrant

Weddings, Funerals, Naming Days, Renewal of Vows
and other individualised ceremonies

Susan Brown. B.A. (English) Cert, Celebrant Studies
Phone 362 8568

Mobile library service
The Roterua Public Library mobile van visits the Lake Okareka store every
Monday 3.00 — 3.30 p.m.

The mobile Library carries a good selection of fiction and non-fiction books for all

ages, including large print, magazines and children’s jigsaws. Special requests can

be made for talking books, music CDs and cassettes, videos, and specific subjects.
The mobile librarian is happy to discuss wavs in which to improve their service.
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| Okareka Security Limited |

Okareka Security commenced operations in the
village in early December 2003. Over the summer

months, and until mid July 2004, patrols of the
village and its environs were conducted 5 times

daily. The patrolling style was fairly aggressive in

order to minimize the ingress into the village of

“boy racers” and others who would cause
problems. During this period over 35 carloads were
spoken to and a marked reduction in these types of
activities were noticed. A corresponding reduction in willful damage to our
reserves also resulted.

The net result of our activities was that no crime was reported to the
police in this period.

It is a fact that the Police are not able to patrol satellite communities such as
Okareka and Tarawera and we are therefore forced to rely on our own
initiatives to effect a crime and trouble free environment. Tarawera have done
this most effectively with Lake Security and we have tried with Okareka
Security.
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| Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

Recently LORRA attended the RDC LTCCP public consultation meetings in
the council chambers and did a presentation on issues relevant to Lake Oka-
reka. We concentrated on two issues in our efforts to convince councilors to
embrace our requests. These were the planned sewerage system where we ar-
gued that a sewerage system is needed in Lake Okareka without delay. We also
argued to try and minimize any projected rate increases.

I can only despair at the pathetic attendance from residents of our community.
There was a small group of enthusiastic supporters, but when LORRA is trying
to convince Councilors in particular on the rates issue, that rates will adversely
have an effect on the residents and therefore should not be increased, it is de-
moralising to see only a small number of residents at these hearings.

Our presentation was held at lunchtime to enable more residents to be present.
Unfortunately this did not occur. All residents who did not show should be
ashamed of themselves and if I hear any person bleating about rates increases |
will happily give them a flea in the ear.

Don Gollan.
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It is also a fact that we as a community are more at risk than Tarawera due to E =
our dual access roads and our closer proximity to Rotorua which brings with it 0 Re nta I Ca rs fo r H I re -
a higher level of traffic of the type we would rather not have. a 9

- E: Car4U® - A Local Lake Okareka Business u

However, due to financial constraints, Okareka Security has had to scale = |
down its operations. It is interesting that since this decision we have had at | ) -
least 6 break-ins to full time residents houses and an increasing amount of j We Offer You e Comfortable cars for hire s
willful damage to our reserves. I » Reasonably priced, from $34.50 per day! |

It is with regret that we now have to advise that Okareka Security will * Long-term and short-term hire 4
terminate all community patrols effective 30 September 2004 as  — = ) L E
we are unable to gain the necessary level of financial support ; Examples - Mitsubishi Diamante, Sedan, Automatic ¢
from the community to allow us to continue. E - Mitsubishi Magna, Sedan GLX, Automatic “:

To those in the community who have supported us we U - Mitsubishi V3000 Sedan, Automatic !
say thank-vou and offer our sincere apologies that we 1. t
are unable to continue. : Please contact Chris or Elisabeth i

u L
| (Preferably a/h: 3628679, or daytime: 3435453) 0
Peter Wilson I ;
Secm‘it}' Officer [ CardU® is operating under LTSA Licence No. 0205534 0
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Landcare Okareka News

The amount of voluntary work
that has been carried out on the
walkway has been incredible.
There has been brilliant support
from the local Okareka commu-
nity as well as from people from
Rotorua city. Over the past 3
months 10 truckloads of mulch
have been spread and 800 native
trees and shrubs have been
planted on the hillside to the right
of the track. Thank vou to every-
one who has helped.

Working bees are turning into
friendly social gatherings, and the
numbers of volunteers is growing '
steadilv. We really appreciate the
emails we get back following
working bees from folk who say
how much they have enjoyed the [ =
expenence of working with all the '
o-tlfer volunteers on this project. 17th June 2004
If vou have been out on the walkway recently vou may have noticed the new
sign asking for volunteers — we have tried to place the sign strategically, so that
it will not be too obtrusive.
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Coming Working Bees:

Okareka Hall, Sunday 19" September, 9.00am to 12 noon.

We would like to have as many Okareka locals as possible to help out with this
working bee, to finish tidying up the bank area, plant with shrubs from RDC
and mulch to retain moisture and control weeds. Many hands make light work —
we would love to see you there. You need to bring, if you have them - wheel-
barrow, garden fork or shovel, spade, gloves, pruning loppers or secateurs, sun-
hat & sunscreen, something to eat and a drink.

Okareka Walkway, Saturday 25" September, 9.00 am to 12 noon

This will be the last planting day for this season. We will be planting and
mulching the area between the Playne farm gate and the walkway entrance.
You will need to bring wheelbarrow, garden fork or shovel, a spade, sunhat &
sunscreen, something to eat and a drink.

There will be 2 further working bees for the Landcare Okareka group before
the end of the year —

Saturday 30" October and Saturday 27" November

If you require any further information please contact either
Joan Grace 362 8819 or Sandra Goodwin 362 8865

DESKTOP PUBLISHING

For all your typing needs—
Adverts, Newsletters, Invitations,
Reports, Letters, etc.
PROMPT & EFFICIENT SERVICE

Phone Shirley on 362 8345

Cathy’s Corners

[ LAKE OKAREKA

LAKE TARAWERA

For any real estate requirements on
properties at the Lakes, contact
resident specialist Cathy Lines

Fax 07 348 2381
AH 07 3628112
Mob 027 274 0661
Office 07 3438 5058

L J Hooker, Cnr Hinemoa & Amohia Streets, PO Box 77, Rotorua,
DX JP 30040, New Zealand, rotorua@ljh.co.nz MREINZ
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A message from the Harbour Master

Here we are just weeks from the fishing season opening on the trophy Lakes,
and just months before the “silly season” is upon us throughout the District.
The large and ever increasing numbers of boaties from within and outside our
District will already have us (or more pertinently, our Lake Waters), in their

sights.

Change is forever a constant in our lives, and various other inputs can alter the
direction and/or speed of this constant.

We refer to anv vessel that is launched or utilised on our Lakes for recrea-
tional purposes as a ‘leisure loading’.
(One of the accelerants for changes in “Leisure Loading Demographics’
throughout the District is water quality. Lake Rotoiti’s poor {and highly publi-
cised) water quality has altered these demographics dramatically, and Lakes
Okareka and Tarawera have borne the brunt.

Management of current and potential ‘loadings’ is of importance and propos-
als to effect such need to be considered. Boves Beach is an area of concern, as
the ever present potential for user conflict and “close quarters’ situations devel-
oping is evident. As a result, the Harbour Masters Office is seeking support for
a proposal to effectively separate the Eastern portion of the Lake from the
Western, by creating a line extending North from the tip of Acacia Point to the
Dive Rock, known by many as “Ski Club Point”.

The Western body will see the implementation of the 5 knot rule over its en-
tirety and the Eastern body will remain as is current status.

There are a number of perceived benefits in achieving such, as outlined below.

I The Safety of non-powered vessels and other passive users in the Western
body will potentially be increased.

2 The ability to manage current and future surface water activity will be en-
hanced.

3 The majority of the settlement lays adjacent to the Western body. Resi-
dents, family, friends and the general public recreating from Lakeshore
Structures or Lakeside Margins would be offered a greater degree of secu-
rity and safety from errant vessels breaching the current 200m/5-knot re-
stricted areas.

4 Floating Aids to Navigation in this Western body could be removed as the

need would only be present to demark a line extending from the tip of

Acacia Point NNE to the Ski Club Point.

Rather than a proliferation of Aids to Navigation being installed and relied

upon to manage the chaos that can ensue at Boyes Beach, a simple sign

could be erected in the middle of the beach indicating Boats to one side

h
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and Swimmers to the other.

6 The percentage of surface water that would be affected by this change is
6.05% and is considered marginal.

7 The perception that the Aids to Mavigation forming a channel from the
Launching Facility is a “speed lane” would be eliminated.

Education, rather than Enforcement, is considered the better option in effect-
ing Compliance on the Regions Waterways.

The Harbour Masters Office is committed to Navigation and Safety and this
proposal would enhance our abilities. My commitment to your support of this
proposal would be to recognise the need for a higher presence this pending sea-
son, in order to undertake the necessary education processes.

Yours in Boating, Andrew Lang, Regional Harbour Master

3 \/7\ :
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ROTORUA DISTRICT COUNCIL (S

Proportions of lake affected by current and proposed 5 knot restriction
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Dog Control

The previous 12 months have been an extremely busy time
for Animal Control staff mainly due to the introduction of the
Dog Control Amendment Act 2003,

These amendments were introduced as a direct result of the
shocking attack on a young Auckland girl named Carolina
Anderson.

The main outcome of this new legislation is that certain breeds including the
much maligned American Pit Bull Terrier have had restrictions placed on them
in an attempt to lessen or prevent further attacks. These dogs now must be clas-
sified as Menacing Dogs and whenever outside the owners address unless se-
cured in a vehicle or cage, must wear a muzzle. Animal Control Officers have
been given increased powers and are now entitled to seize these dogs from a
public or a private place if the owners are not complying with the classification
conditions. Should anyone be considering obtaining a Pit Bull Terrier, they are
adwvised to contact this office where all information is available.

With the trouble these dogs are causing when in the wrong hands, perhaps we
should all ask why they were allowed into the country; especially when the In-
stitute of Animal Control Officers and the SPCA some 18 vears ago lobbied the
Government of the day to prohibit the import of the breed. Obviously their ex-
pert advice was disregarded.

Sewveral other powers have been given to Officers including the right to enter a
property and seize any unregistered dog, and the right to seize any dog from
private property that is not under the direct control {leash) of the owner and is
free to leave the property if it wishes.

This may be from an unfenced property or even via an open gate. This does
not mean that RDC staff are going to come and grab your dog that for vears has
spent his days laying on the front vard in the sun and does not roam or cause
any problems to others. It does however give us the ability to deal with problem
dogs that in the past have been untouchable while on their owners property.

The Animal Control Unit has recently had its personal increased by one mem-
ber. While that does not seem a great increase, it allows for some pro active
work which has simply not been possible in the past. The extra staff is already
showing its worth with the number of registrations up and roaming dogs down.
Just last night (8 September) six Animal Control Officers were on the road
from 9.00pm till midnight. A total of four dogs were sighted.

Okareka is not and during my time has never been a problem area. Owners
must be aware however that even though they reside out of town, the same
rules apply. If dogs are registered, kept on a lead in public, and don't bark to the
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extent of annoying neighbours you will probably never get a visit from an offi-
cer. For those residents who do not own dogs, if you have a problem please
contact us.

Il leave you with a rather sad statistic. In the past year just over fifteen hun-
dred dogs came through the council pound. Just over five hundred were
claimed my their owners. Myself and my staff managed to put eighty into new
homes. The remainder, some nine hundred dogs were put down. It makes me
wonder why some people get a dog in the first place.

ACRYLIC NAIL
ENHANCEMENTS

By Vana Taylor, Calder Road
Phone: 362 8007 after 4.00pm or
021178 6714 and leave a message

-
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LAKE OKAREKA HALL HIRE

Available to both Local residents and Non-local
residents
For bookings and information on hire charges

.
1
-

Contact Mary Madsen (Hall Secretary)
PH 362 8564
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Obituary

Peter John Blackburn '
27 January 1937 - 5 December 2003

Peter was raised along with his two sisters and two brothers on a farm at Pa-
hoia, situated between Tauranga and Katikati. When it came time for his par-
ents to retire from the farm, they built a home on the hillside at 62 Loop Road,
Lake Okareka. [Their farming neighbours, Bill & Stella Boyes (late of Steep
Street), had introduced them to the Lake.]

Peter had started an engineering apprenticeship in Tauranga but was soon
transferred to Rotorua and hence commenced his long association and love of
Lake Okareka.

Peter was involved with many clubs including bowls, table tennis, old time
dancing, and the camera club during his 45 years living at the Lake. These
clubs were held at the Lake Okareka Hall and Peter also served on the Hall
committee.

At those times numerous fund raising activities were held such as dances,
wine and cheese evenings and later the fishing contests. This idea was origi-
nally put forward by Bob van Boven in order to raise money for the hall exten-
sion, a storage area and inside toilets. The toilets were originally located out-
side the back door,

Peter continued to run the fishing contest for many years, long after the need
for fund raising for the hall was necessary. In later years the council took over
the responsibility for the maintenance of all community halls in the Rotorua

|area.

Peter held a small sum of money in a bank account, which was derived from
|the fishing contests, and this has incurred interest over the years and now
stands at $1,000. Peter always intended to put this money back into the Oka-
|reka community but unfortunately he became ill and never managed to do this.
| After discussion with others involved in running the fishing contests at the
time, [ have decided to utilise part of the funds to buy a trophy and prize for the
|fishing contest.

The balance is to be used to purchase a Macrocapa seat which will be installed
|on the walkway in memory of Peter. [ hope this will be an asset to the commu-
nity for many years to come.

Lake Okareka was a great place to live, and bring up our children, and will al-
ways be a special place to Caroline, Martin and myself.

|Barbara Blackburn
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THOMPSON MARINE

A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1996) Ltd
Cnr Old Taupo & Sunset Roads, PO Box 1337, Rotorua
Phone (07) 348 4997 Fax (07) 349 2944

Sales & Service of Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser Stern Drives,
Marine Accessories, Water Skis, Life Jackets & Ski Vests, Electronics

I i THOMPSON 5 LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS 7-

i R

Outboards Sterndrives PBEPERCURY
2 Stroke Petrol & Diesel = 100 The Water
4 Stroke

g"“"‘a; | Specialised Maintenance & Service
upercharged 5 on all Marine Engines
also incorporating

THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY

Repairs « Furniture Recovering - Boat Canopies » Squabs
* Hull Linings - Forestry Clothing, Chaps, Pouches etc.
Phone Jason on 348 4441

THOMPSON LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS (1996) LTD
Phone (07) 348 4441 Fax (07) 349 2944
Sales & Service of all brands of Forest & Garden Equipment.

Rotorua Agents for Husqvarna Chainsaws, Trimmers, Ride-On Mowers. Walker
Ride-On Mowers. Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda Mowers. Oleomac chainsaws
and small engine products. Briggs & Stratton, Honda & Robin Engines.

WE SERVICE, SHARPEN AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

+ Chainsaws « Rotary Hoes

+ Lawnpmowers « Generators

« Reel Mowers « Blower/Vacs

« Ride-On Mowers « Water Blasters &
« Line Trimmers Pumps

« Scrub Cutters « Splitters

« Forestry Pruning Equipment
HHusgvarna
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Candidates Corner
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Hi— I am Trevor NEWBROOK candidate for the RDC East Ward.

I am married to Rosemary and we have lived the majority of our lives in the
East Ward. I am nominated by my father-in-law Harry Lapwood and Paul East.
I am experienced — I was a South Waikato Councillor and Deputy Mayor.

Issues:

The Rates — are they fair and equitable? Increases need to be kept to a mini-
mum and expenditure needs to be carefully reviewed.

The Lakes — free and unrestricted public access must be retained. Water quality
must be improved urgently (as a family we have spent hundreds of hours boat-
ing and water-skiing on the lakes and something must be done now).

Crime — we can not allow it to keep growing,

Economic development — Council must play its part and be user friendly.
Democracy — Rotorua would be better served if the ward system was abolished
and vou could vote for the best candidates.

Good Governance — we need people who want to work for Rotorua, who can
focus on the issues and not personalities.

Rotorua needs new blood, people who can werk together and get things done.
Vote for progress. Vote for Trevor NEWBROOK. (telephone 07 — 343 6034)

Glenvs SEARANCKE — Mayoral Candidate:

I want to be your Mayor. I have been Chairman of both Planning and Works on
the Council and know what challenges face Rotorua in the next three vears. It
will not be an easy three years and for that reason I believe it requires a person
who has in depth knowledge and wide contacts to progress and consolidate
Rotorua. That person also needs to give the lead and meld a Council where
communication is the key word. Remember the Mayor is only one vote of thir-
teen and one can make all the promises in the world but the reality is without
those votes those promises are worth nothing!

I 'will do all I can to progress the Lake Okareka Sewerage Scheme as quickly
as possible.

Lakes Ownership. Clearly this Government is to settle with Te Arawa on
handing back the lake beds. The management of the lakes will be a crucial part
of the agreement and the Mayor will be one of six comprising that Management
Board. She will need to be strong and represent all points of view.

A vote for Glenys SEARANCKE is for vision, honesty and common sense.

Neighbourhood Watch

Safe communities just don't happen by chance!

With opportunists always about, we need to be making sure that we are look-
ing out for our fellow Neighbours.

We are lucky enough to live in a beautiful and safe part of Rotorua and it is up
to us to keep it that way!

It is time for action! We need to establish a Neighbourhood support in the
Okareka area.

It’s easy. All we need is a coordinator for each road who will be responsible
for establishing a "phone tree' for the road (names, contact phone numbers etc).
Once this is complete, the Rotorua Police will put together an information pack
and then these will be distributed back to you. I am aware that a few roads al-
ready have this operating, so the phone tree just needs to be handed over to the
Rotorua Police.

The Police are very helpful when it comes to Neighbour Hood Watch and it is
no burden on the local coordinators.

With Okareka being a tight knit community, it is easy for us to establish who
is local and who isn't. It is up to us to keep Okareka safe. If you see any un-
usual characters, vehicles or behavior try and get as many details as possible.
This may include colour of clothing, facial features, vehicle colour, type and
registration, location and what was actually happening. Even if it means writing
in the dirt with a stick to go back to later.

From there, notify your neighbours, the Police and if you are a member of
Okareka Security notify them also. It is important to remember your own safety
and the safety of others!

For any further information please contact me.  Happy neighbouring .......
Gareth Johns
Ph 362 8980

The man told his doctor that he wasn’t able to do all the things
around the house that he used to do. When the examination was
complete he said, “Now, Doc, 1 can take it. Tell me in plain
English what is wrong with me_”

“Well, in plain English,” the doctor replied, “you’re just lazy.”
“Okay,” said the man, “Now give me the medical term so [ can
tell my wife!™

@
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Public Access Points to the Lake

Summer is coming ... somewhere, some time ...

For those of you who are relative newcomers to
Lake Okareka we thought an article about public
access points fo the Lake could be opportune, with
summer being just around the corner — we hope!!

Main access places are:

Boyes® Beach Reserve — golden sand, playground area for
children, free BB(Q)'s, parking, picnic tables, shade trees and toilets

|Steep St Reserve — smaller beach and reserve area, parking, swimming area,
[toilets, free BBQ), walkway access to Boyes’ Beach Reserve

Acacia Road Reserve — boat launching ramp & jetty, toilets, picnic tables,
parking, toilets, free BBQ), shade trees.

Old Water Ski Club beach - foot access only to the lake, road gate is locked,
emergency access only, beach area within water ski lane

|Lake Okareka Walkway — lots of access points all along the way to the outlet
of the lake for various activities — swimming, kayaking, canoeing, fishing,
water skiing. Watch the signs for water ski lanes; don’t swim in those areas, if
boats are there skiing.

|Other Public Access ways (these are public rights of way between private
| properties-please respect adjacent private property)

Loop Road between No 61 Loop Road and No 1 Steep Street

Calder Road, between No’s 17 and 19

Pryce Road, between No’s 3 and 5

| Acacia Road, between No’s 75 and 77 — weedy and muddy, not properly
formed

Acacia Road. between No's 89 and 91 — weedy and muddy, not properly
formed

Acacia Road Scenic Reserve, at the end of the peninsula — there is public
access along beside the lake that at times goes under water, on the left hand
side of the peninsula.

Where ever vou go in the outdoors this summer, PLEASE be TIDY KIWIS —
|take your rubbish home with vou.
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- “Premium Price Marketing at the Lakes”

Phone Lyn Thomasen — Your resident Lake Specialist

Phone A/H 07 362 8181 Mob 0274 555336
[ Ray White, Rotorua Ph 07 349 3682 Fax 07 347 0788
Visit our website www.raywhite.com

Pamper Your Guests with
Fine Cuisine & Excellent Service

Arawa Park Function Centre Fenton Street Rotorua
Phone: 07 348 3885 Email: rotoruai@thecateringco.co.nz
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! Lake Okareka
Volunteer Rural Fire Brigade Update

¥

As we have attended several motor vehicle accidents

recently, with the majority being up by the quarry on Loop Road, it is good to
see that the Council have finally ‘roughened’ the road surface on and around
several notorious corners. Hopefully, this will improve traction in this area.
Caution is still required for those would-be Michael Schumachers out there.

Greetings, once again.

To date. this vear has been a very busy one for your local
fire brigade. Not only have we had a record number of
callouts, but we have also been occupied with the
acquisition and fitting out of a new fire appliance.

The fishing competition was very successful. A lot of organising was
involved. however, the outcome and the community support towards the fire
brigade means that we look forward to hosting the competition again next vear.
Who knows, all those fish I “purposefully’ didn’t catch this year will only get
bigger for me next vear. Thank you to those who assisted and also those who
supported this event.

I would also like to thank those residents who take the time to phone and
inform me that they are about to light rubbish fires on their properties.

As always, new recruits (male and female) are more than welcome - especially
now, as I have four recruits who are due to start a basic fire fighting course
shortly. So, come on - don’t be shy, give it a try!

For further information on the brigade or any other enquiries. please don’t
hesitate to call me (Phone 362 8874).

Phil Muldoon, Chief Fire Officer
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Laugh-a-while

Two Irishmen are sitting next to each other in a London bar.
“I was listening to you speak™ says one. “and I can’t help
thinking, are you from Dublin?”

“Yes | am that,” says the other.

“Whereabouts in Dublin?”

“Andersberry Street.”

“Begorrah! So am I" savs the first man. “Which school did you go to?”

“St Frances Catholic School.™

“What vear did you leave?”

“T left in 1958."

“May the saints preserve us! [ left in *58 also. And here we are many miles
from the mother country! Let’s have a drink for old times sake.”

Another man walks in and orders a beer. The barman walks over, shaking his
head.

“It’s going to be a long night,” he says. “The Murphy twins are drunk again.”

HOW TO KNOW YOU'RE GROWING OLDER
Evervthing hurts and what doesn’t hurt doesn’t work.
The gleam in yvour eyes is from the sun hitting vour bifocals.
You feel like the night before, but vou haven’t been anywhere.
Your little black book contains only names ending with M.D.
You get winded playing chess.
Your children begin to look middle-aged.
You join a health club but don’t go.
Your mind makes contracts vour body can’t meet.
You know all the answers but nobody asks yvou the questions.
You look forward to a dull evening.
You sit in a rocker but can’t get it going.
Your knees buckle and your belt won't.
You stop looking forward to your next birthday.
Your back goes out more than vou do.
You turn out the light for economic reasons rather than romantic ones.
You are startled the first time vou are addressed as “old timer™.
You sink your teeth into a piece of steak and they stay there.
Your pacemaker makes the garage door go up when vou see a pretty girl walk
by.
You have too much room in the house and not enough room in the medicine
cabinet.
The best part of the day is over when your alarm goes off.
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Rat Update

With the arrival of spring the rat population
which has just come through the breeding season
will be on the increase. Rats will also be on the
move where there is no sustainable food source
so now 1s the time to be diligent to keep this hor-
rible rodent at bay. At long last traps are avail-
able again & it is hoped to place more traps
around the village particularly in areas which
back on to bush.

Traps & bait are available now.

Traps are $20.00. Bait is supplied at no charge courtesy of EBOP.
Contact Don Gollan Ph 362 8617

Septic Tank Cleaning & Inspections
Plus Outlet Solid Filter Installations

(in accordance with EBOP recommendations)

Contact

Rotorua Waste Disposal
(Certified Inspectors)

REASONABLE RATES, PROMPT & EFFICIENT SERVICE

Small Truck—Easy Access

Phone Kath & Ray Peebles Jnr
121 Main Road, Ngongotaha

Phone (07) 357 4534
Mobile 021 349 236 (Ray) 021 296 5063 (Kath)

ALLENS UNITED
SEPTIC TANKS

Locally Owned & Operated
Servicing Rotorua & Surrounding Areas

S

FOR SEPTIC TANKS & ALL LIQUID WASTE
ENVIRONMENT B.O.P.
CERTIFIED INSPECTOR
24 HOURS - ROTORUA

PH: 332 3694

0800 4 ALLENS

0800 425 5367
FAX RO 332 2070
P.0. BOX 919, ROTORUA
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‘ Update: Variation 12 Lakes Zone

(=

ENVIRONMENT COURT DECISION S EET TN AN

The Environment Court has released its decision on

the appeal by the Tarawera Lakes Protection Society ROT@RU A

to Council’s decisions on Proposed WVariation
Twelve. Overall the decision is a positive result for

= ROTORUA DISTRICT
the Council.

COUNCIL

The Judge had this to say in paragraph 49 of the de-
CISION.

49, . we find that the Council has been thorough and systemaiic in the
variations process.  Subject to our determination of the specific oui-
standing issues under the headings below, the variation warranis this
Court s endorsement, bearing in mind the significant effort entailed in iis
gestation and promotion.”

Council can move forward with some confidence that it has a document that re-
flects the purposes of the RMA and provides a sound basis upon which to base
future decisions on applications for resource consent in the Lakes A Zone.

The Court put forward a number of amendments to equalise the weighting of
the objectives and policies of the variation. Criticism that the variation only
deals with landscape matters can no longer be levelled at the plan, if in fact it
were ever valid. All matters of national importance are to be accorded equal
weighting. The objectives have always been accorded equal weighting and
deal with ecology, biodiversity, lake water quality, air quality, landform, and
natural character in equal measure.

The preference previously given to the Landscape Policies has been removed
so that any assessment will now be carried out taking equally into account con-
siderations relating to natural character and landscape, tangata whenua and cul-
tural heritage, historic heritage, lake water quality, biodiversity, riparian man-
agement and landforms. Other policies deal with subdivision and development,
infrastructure and recreational opportunities within the Lakes A Zone context.

The following summary of the main findings of the report is provided for ex-
planation.

Bush Settlement Management Areas

The findings of the Court in respect of the Bush Settlement Management Areas
are as follows:
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Tarawera

The provision for Bush Settlement in the Lake Tarawera Settlement has been
upheld as has the limit to buildings below the 380 metre contour. As a result the
Mclean appeal to the District Plan was dismissed. In addition there have been
amendments made to the performance standards for Bush Settlement to
strengthen the requirements for re-vegetation.

Okareka

At Okareka both the Settlement Area and the Bush Settlement Area have been
deleted from the Variation and the Royal case was accordingly dismissed. The
reasons for the approach at Okareka centred rather more around the uncertain
outcome of the Okareka Action Plan process. Any re-zoning of land should, in
the Court’s view, follow the introduction of the ‘governing parameters’ into the
long-term community plans of both the Regional Council and the District
Council.

The Court states in paragraph 63:

“.... planning for additional development at Lake Okareka (whether
through Bush Settlement areas or otherwise) should proceed from the re-
gional to the district planning level, not the reverse. It is important that
the options set out in Chapter 2 of the proposed plan be carefully worked
through bearing s6(b) of the RMA particularly in mind. " [Section 6(b)
of the RMA being the protection of outstanding natural features and
landscapes from inappropriate subdivision, use and development, as a
matter of national importance.]

The Court goes on to say:

“For example, if the full Sewerage Reticulation and Treatment option is
approved, it could mean that some additional zoning of the kind applica-
ble to the existing settlement and carefully located in relation to it, would
be appropriate to promote the purpose of the RMA, as opposed to provid-
ing for Bush Settlement areas. Other options are raised as well in the
proposed plan, which again may lead to other land use possibilities be-
ing considered for district planning purposes.”

Implementation Issues

The amended provisions of Variation 12 will not be able to come into full effect
until the Environment Court has issued its decision in respect of the outstanding
Iwi references. The conclusion of the Tarawera Lakes Protection Society case
is notable however because this puts the provisions relating to the Settlement
and Bush Settlement areas beyond challenge. This will make a substantial dif-
ference to the administration of the District Plan. Staff will shortly be able to
provide new guidance to applicants and the public in this respect. This means
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that many domestic scale activities such as house additions, accessory buildings
and new houses in the Lake Okareka and Lake Tarawera Settlements, will now
be ‘permitted’ activities. The provision of the Transitional District Plan that re-
quired a controlled activity land use consent for all buildings, now no longer
applies. This will significantly improve time spent at the counter and simplify
Project Information Memoranda and building consent processes.

Conclusion

As stated at the start of this report, the findings of the Environment Court are
positive for Council. The variation has gone through a thorough and ngorous
public testing process and has been endorsed by the Environment Court. The
amendments that have been made have largely arisen from recommendations
made by the Council in response to the questions asked by the Court during the
proceedings.

We now await the resolution of the outstanding Iwi Reference matters in order
to finalise the Variation and make it operative. It is likely that this will now be
after the local government elections. Council can however be well satisfied
that the process it has followed in preparing the varation to this stage is robust
and will be able to be put in to full effect with confidence in the very near fu-
ture.
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L.O.R.R.A. Notice Board
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TELFER:

<

Call and see Grant and Shona
and the team at
TELFER MARINE

for all of your boating
requirements:

<+ Boat servicing and maintenance
+* Large range of chandlery
<+ New and used boat sales
+* Dreamboats membership

236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand. Phone: (07) 345 9854
Fax: (07) 345 9857 Email: telfermarine@xtra.co.nz
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VALY BEOATE

LORRA Committee

There is a vacancy available for a member of our community to join the
LORRA Committee and contribute to the ideas and actions that make this a
great and positive community in which to live.

The “call’ on your time will be one evening meeting of the committee per
month. In addition there may be extra time required depending upon the quan-
tum and magnitude of issues to hand.

If vou’re interested please call Campbell Johnstone, Chairman, on 362-8797,
to discuss.

Fundraising idea:
LORRA has investigated the idea of producing Postcards of Okareka as a fund-

raising idea. A quote suggests a run of 5000 cards will cost $1,000.00. If a com-

munity group wishes to explore this further please call — Don Gollam,
Ph: 362-8617

Lake Okareka Pre-school:

The pre-school is seeking a cleaner to undertake such duties from mid Novem-
ber. The requirement is a daily commitment of 1 hour, usually at the end of the
day. This position will suit a secondary or tertiary student that Iives in the set-
tlement.

Please call Campbell Johnstone, 362-8797, for further details.

-

Notice from the Rotorua District Council
RE: WATTLE TREES (ACACIA) ON ACACIA ROAD

It has come to Council’s attention that people within the Okareka
community have different opinions in regard to retaining the new growth
on the Acacia trees situated on the lake side of Acacia Road.

This notice is to invite residents to contact or write into the
Rotorua District Council’s Parks & Recreation Department,
P O Box RO 3029, Rotorua (Attention: Walter Miller)
and have your say as to the future of these trees.

All opinions received prior to 30 September 2004
will be taken into consideration.

[ ————————— . e e e
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Excel Home Cleaning Services: No job too small, no job too large.
Guaranteed excellent work. References available.
Phone Pat on 345 3668 or 021 1178137

Hairdresser available. Experienced Hairdresser. Cuts $10 to $15,
Blow-waving $15, Hot Roller Sets $15, Long hair comb-ups $15.
Phone Shirley on 362-8345

Hand-made one-of-a-kind cards for any occasion. Just give me guidelines
such as their favourite colours, hobbies, interests, occupation, gender and age
group and I will make you a truly unique card. $10 per card. Sample card
folder available for ideas and inspiration.

Phone Carol on 362 8828

Hate Ironing? Let me do it for you. Pick up and delivery anywhere in
Okareka. Reasonable rates, work guaranteed.

Phone Peter on 362 8919

(Peter was overseas for a while but has since returned and ready to work!)

Heather Horton (Artist) - Watercolours, Qils, Pastels and lead-lighting work
can be seen in the studio. Works are for sale, or can be ordered.
Phone 362 8165.

L.J Hooker Marquee and LJ Hooker Bear Suit - Available FREE of charge
for community use. Marquee 6m x 8m. Booking essential.
Phone Cathy Lines on 362 8112 (a/h), 348 5058 (wk) or 025 274 0661.

Pet Feeding Services. Have your pets cared for and fed in their own home
environment or boarded with me in large secure pens. Reasonable rates,
includes mail box being emptied and indoor plants watered. SPCA approved.
References available.

Phone Carol on 362 8702

Bee swarms. 1 can deal with these although often the best remedy is to
simply leave them alone and they will move on after a few hours to a day.
Admittedly they are a terrifying sight but in fact when bees are swarming
they are at their most docile because they do not have an established hive to
defend and they have gorged themselves with honey before swarming. [ am
keen to deal with wasp nests.

Phone Bryan on 362 §224

9 The Newsletter

LORRA SUBSCRIPTION 2004

« Do you enjoy reading this quarterly newsletter?
« Aren’t you pleased that someone represents you to the Council?
« Aren’t the Community events great fun?

These are carried out either by, or with the help, of the Lake Oka-
reka Ratepayers and Residents Association (LORRA), but this
work is not possible without your support.

Your chance to have a say, get involved and keep informed is here
now.

Simply fill in and cut off the slip below, pop it and $20 in an enve-
lope and either post or deliver it to:

LORRA , c/- 23 Millar Road, Lake Okareka.

LORRA SUBSCRIPTION 2004

| / We enclose subscription details and $20
for the year 2004. (1/1/04 to 31/12/04)

Name:
Postal Address:

Address of Property (if different from above):
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