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THE CHATRPERSON’S REPORT

Since the last newsletter in October 1990,
there has been an election of a new LORRA
Committee and a whirlwind of activity related
to proposed RDC rate changes.

But before I tackle the rates issue, I would
first like to bring you up to date on some
other issues and successes which have occurred
in our community.

My first committee year began with the Save Our
Swamp working bee. A good turnout of
volunteers helped remove a mountain of rubbish
from the swamp at the end of Boyes Beach into a
Council skip. Following these efforts many
flax plants were planted around the periphery
of the swamp to give it a completed look and to
provide a sanctuary and larder for the native
birdlife.

In association with the Swamp effort, the RDC
finally got around to refencing the Boyes Beach
carpark in early December. The new fencing
received general acclaim from all who have
since used the area.

Well done RDC and all people involved.

In late January, LORRA put in a submission to
RDC regarding the discussion document "Rotorua
Tomorrow". Matters included were lake usage,
the possibility of part of Okareka or any other
lake being free from power boat users, roading,
traffic control and walkways.

The Okareka Village Fete happened on the 23rd
of February and every person I spoke to was
highly impressed with the event and the feeling
of community spirit that it generated. LORRA
received many requests from those who attended,
for the fete to become an annual event. While
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this cannot be promised at this stage, the
committee will certainly consider the issue
when the time comes.

My thanks to all those who donated goods and/or
services to the fete.

March saw the removal of the large refuse bins
from Boyes Beach and since then I have noticed
that some Okarekan’s are treating the Lake’s
reserves as refuse tips for their gardening
waste.

If you have garden waste and cannot compost it,
take it down to the Council tip like everybody
else does and also remember this -

OKAREKA IS NOT A TIP

The water supply scheme promised by RDC to make
an appearance in March, failed to arrive. This
failure was most probably due to the Department
of Health subsidy not being forthcoming. I
have been told that RDC are now awaiting the
subsidies ratification in the Governments July
budget.

If it is not ratified in July, I believe the
RDC will quickly commence work on Okareka’s
scheme approximately three months after
beginning Hamurana’s, i.e. sometime in October
1991.

It’s also on the cards that the RDC will
subsidise the scheme by 50%.

Heres hoping it goes ahead.

Rates

By now you should be somewhat aware of the
goings on, on the rates scene.

In March, the RDC proposed that rural
residential ratepayers should be charged at
100% of the urban residential differential.
Following a massive outcry from those affected
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by the rates change, the RDC decided to lower
this to 55%.

Since the introduction of the 55% proposal,
things have been relatively quiet as people got
down to the task of assessing their personal
situation and writing their submissions to the
Council.

Along these lines, the Action Committee, which
was established to fight the original 100%
proposal, have been number crunching and
obtained figures to support their contention
that 55% is still to high.

At a L.O.R.R.A. meeting residents and
ratepayers voted to support the Action
Committee form an Incorporated Society which
was to take the legal fight to the RDC. This
was done and legal pressure was applied.

On the 19th June, that incorporated society,
The Rotorua Lakes District Ratepayers
Association Inc, presented their submission to
the RDC.

The submission was compelling in its clarity
and fairness to ALL ratepayers and received a
good reception from the Councillors.

As a result of your submissions, RLDRA’s
submission and the legal challenge on your
behalf by RLDRA, the RDC saw sense and withdrew
their rates proposal on the 26th June.

Ron Marsden of RLDRA believes that a new rates
proposal will not be presented for at least a
year and this will give RDC plenty of time to
fully analyse the situation and come up with an
equitable rating system. Ron hopes that
RIDRA's rating formula will be used after full
consultation by the RDC.

L.0.R.R.A. has now paid out approx $2700 and
further bills are likely as RLDRA members tote

q,
up toll and fax bills secretari
; al costs
pPhotocopying costs ané further lawyers bills.

The use of lawyers in these arguments has been

costly but has now saved rate
thousands of dollars. PAER e

At present this cost has been borne by

relatively few people who have mad i
and I thank those persons. o Rm il

I do now ask those people who have n
: ot sent i
g donation for all the actions taken on your ;
ehalf, to do so as quickly as possible,

C/- The Secretary
LORRA

Lake Okareka Postal Service
ROTORUA

I would also like to take this o i
ortunit
thanking RILDRA for the great amoﬁﬁt of woﬁkOf

they have performed to date and T’
i : I'm
the work is still continuing. sure that

Steve Goodin

Chairperson LORRA.
27.6.91
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REPORT FROM RON MARSDEN OF THE ROTORUA LAKES
DISTRICT RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION INC...

STOP PRESS

Rate Change Proposal withdrawn by Rotorua
District Council.

On Wednesday June 26 following the presentation
of the Combined Rotorua Lakes Association Inc.
submission, the RDC formally moved that the
proposal be withdrawn because of the numerous
irregularities arising from nine distinct
incorrect instances of misuse of their
statutory powers.

The Combined Committees submission contained an
alternative proposal for spreading the rate
load across the rural residential property
owners. This proposal has been developed by
Ron Marsden and Alan Kilgour, both of Lake
Okareka who presented their work to a full
Council and to a gallery of loyal supporters.

Even though the Councillors were aware of the
pending court action, they accepted the new
proposal with some interest when it was fully
explained. As the model presented can be used
in other differentials, the RDC will spend time
studying it, and information from other
submissions before they dare draft another rate
change proposal.

FUNDING OF COMBINED LAKES ASSOCIATION INC.

It is extremely disappointing to the Lake
Okareka members of the Combined Committee that
so few Okareka ratepayers have acknowledged
their responsibility as to bearing some of the
expenses of the recent successful campaign
which has saved every ratepayer hundreds and in
some cases thousands of dollars this year.
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To those who have donated their money go the
thanks of the three active members, Martin
Caughey, Alan Kilgour and Ron Marsden.

To those who have not yet contributed towards
the rate change proposal fund, your money is
now needed and should be mailed to the
Secretary of L.O0.R.R.A. without delay so that
the appreciable expenses incurred on your
behalf can be promptly met. PLEASE ACT NOW.

Ron Marsden.

Fe o ke g e & ke ke ek ok ok e ke ok ke o e ke ok ok ke o ok ok ok ok ok o e o e o e e e e ok e ok e e e

FINANCIAL REPORT

This year has been a busy one for the
treasurer. The collection of funds to fight
the Rate changes has caused this. Thank you to
those Ratepayers who have donated to the fund.

For any who have not yet contributed but wish
to do so, donations are still being gratefully
accepted by the Action Committed.

We have 98 Financial Members. The subscription
is $5.00 and new members are always welcome.

Thank you to the following Members for
donations this year:

D. Winstone, M. Bradford, T. Horton, A. Carter
D. Clark, C & G Doughty, J. Gentles, Plumbing
World Ltd, H.P. Blundell, B & P Somerville,

P. Quinn, S. Honna, A. Kilgour, C. Hayward,

R. McLoren, and B Peters.

Treasurer
Wendy Lewis
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DABCHICKS ON LAKE OKAREKA

The most special bird on Lake Okareka is also one of the least
conspicuous. The dabchick is now found only in the North Island
of New Zealand, although it was formerly widespread in the
South Island as well. It is a small dark bird, although in good
light you will see that its breast is a rich chestnut, but it has a
very pale posterior and underside. Usually the birds are seen in
pairs, which characteristically dive and so magically disappear
while you are trying to count them. However if you keep still,
they might let you watch them get to just a few metres away,
before revealing their nerves with distinctive backwards and
forwards movements of their head and neck.

Legally, the dabchick is deemed to be a "threatened" species,
which means that if present decline trends continue then it
might become “endangered”. No one is exactly sure how many
dabchicks there are in the world-probably about a thousand.
About a third of these are on Rotorua lakes, and only Roloiti has
more dabchicks than Okareka. In order of descending area, the
number of dabchicks counted on Rotorua lakes in January 1991
was: Rotorua-25 (mostly a non-breeding flock ), Tarawera-
44, Rotoiti- 112, Okataina-2, Rotomahana-2 1, Rotoma-17,
Rotoehu-12, Rerewhakaaitu-5, Rotokakashi-17, Okareka-60,
Tikitapu-1, Rotokawau-2, Okaro-0, Ngapouri-2, Ngahewa- 1,
Rotokawa-0, Tutaeinanga-4. In fact, after Rotoiti and Taupo,
Okareka has the third highest number of dabchicks in the world.
Surely this is an asset worth protecting!

And what do dabchicks find to their liking on Lake Okareka? The
answer is that the lake is moderately shallow, which suits them
because they dive to obtain ALL of their food- invertebrates and
small fish. Also it is fairly sheltered from the prevailing
south-westerly winds, and there are lots of little bays, reed
beds and a few jetties for hiding under and nesting in.

Laurie Durand and | have counted dabchicks and all the other
birds on Lake Okareka each month since October 1987, and in
the next few newsletters we will present the results of these
surveys in terms of bird distribution, breeding seasons, and
numbers. If you think that swan numbers have increased in
recent years, watch this space- we have the facts!

John Innes

BEHAVIOUR OF NEW ZEALAND DABCHICK

S — "2

FIGLRE — Behaviour of the Dabchick. A: Skidding retreat.
B: Threat. C and D: Patter Ceremony. E: Normal swimming

posture. F: Usual posture when on territory
G: Head Turning.
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LAKE OKAREKA RURAL FIRE-FIGHTING FORCE
INCORPORATED

The comment was made the other day that "we
were lucky to have had such a quiet time this
summer", and I felt it was, perhaps, time to
adjust the balance between modesty and
enlightenment. It certainly hasn’t been that
guiet.

Clearly, there have been no headline gripping
scenes, nothing particularly spectacular, and
very pleased we are with that too because
disasters produce no winners, only suffering,
loss and tragedy.

People are probably not always aware of the
variety of things we find ourselves committed
to. ©Not all that is done is seen.

In the last few months the Fire-Force has
attended/assisted at:-

Vehicle accidents

False alarms

Fires at Tarawera

Rubbish fire (getting out of control)
overheating alarm at L.0. telephone exchange
and made

34 Water deliveries, each of which takes 2
people an hour even before the drying, rolling
and packing of hoses.

HEENMDOO

The 5 False Alarms since Easter have tried our
patience and caused much frustration but we
have now been assured that the problem has been
identified and rectified. The fault was not at
Okareka, nor Rotorua, but originated from West
Auckland where a fire station had been
allocated a radio-operated-siren code similar
to ours but on Channel Six (not Channel Nine).
However, equipment on Mr. Edgecumbe failed to
separate these Channels and the Auckland
problem became ours.

lo

We shall soon be holding "Beginners Nights" at
the L>0> Fire Station and everyone is very
welcome to come along.

Meanwhile, your committee members are always

available and happy to explain the workings of
the Fire Force.

Har?in Caughey 28-134 John Hewstone 28-400
David Field 28-105 Keith Palmer 28-200

Peter & Liz Harding 28-108
Neil Oppatt, Andrew Bell or Alan Kilgour.
Once again, many thanks to the Lake Okareka

community for all the extra effort and support
you have given during the last year.

i********i************************t************
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THE LAKE OKAREKA PLAYGROUP

Meets ! 10 am - 12 noon, on Thursdays in the
Okareka Hall.

Mums and Dads with toddlers and babies are
invited to join a friendly and informal get-
together. This is an excellent opportunity to
meet your neighbours and find playmates for
your children. So drop in during the morning
and have some time out away from home.

For more information please Phone Jane Oppatt
at 28 424.

kkkkhkhkhhhhkhhhhkdkhkhhhhhhhhhdhhhhhkhhhhhhrthhdkkhk

E O EKA PRESCHOOL CENTRE

Our kindy is now operating four mornings a week
from the hall. The 18 children who attend each
session are provided with an exciting and
varied programme from our teachers, Clalre_
Burns, Kathy Lines, and Karen Hignett. This
term the children have had visits to the
quarry, firewood paddock, and to the fire .
station. They had a wonderful time at the fire
station with John, climbing over engine§ and
playing with equipment. The term was finished
with a most succesful "wheels day". And there
were thankfully no broken limbs.

We are anxiously awaiting the July deadline.
given by the Government to see if we ma@ntaln
our funding. Our Committee has looked into
adding a separate "kindy room" to the hall, but
due to not funds being available this has been
shelved presently.

The kindy fund increased last term due to the
benefits from the wonderful fete held at the
lake front. We thank the Ratepayers’
Association for their fantastic effort and
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support. The money has been wisely spent
upgrading puzzles, books, and toys. There is a
need for us to do more fundraising to improve

our outdoor area, and to provide more resources
for staff.

A midwinter Xmas dinner is being arranged, so
come along and have a fun filled evening -
details will be posted later.

We wish to thank Dorothy and Graeme for their
support. Posted in the shop window is our
"Wanted" list. We would greatly appreciate any
materials, and at present we need things such
as copper wire, plastic coated wire, batteries,
and bolts for our science programme. Dorothy
keeps a box at the shop for any such
contributions.

Our kindy is a vital part of our community and
the public’s support generally is most
appreciated and is essential to ensure that the
facility and service can continue and improve.

****i******************************************

"TBE FIRST-BID POST"

Now the winter months are with us and a
reduction in outside activities, the call on
"The First Aid Post" has fallen. But winter
brings its own problems, that of ice on the
roads, and with the ice comes the increased
risk of a skid. So please drive carefully and
"Belt up". Motor Vehicle crashes are the
greatest cause of death to young persons (15-24
years) in the Bay of Plenty. In fact the
figure for B.0.P. youth are 42% higher than
anywhere else in N.Z. - WHY? We don’t know but
we are trying to isolate the reason.

The number of motor vehicle crashes has had a
flow-on effect to our Fire Force, who are now



13

being called on to provide "First response"
assistance, which they have done in a very
efficient manner. Further to the Fire Force
credit, John Hewstone is now listed as a Rural
Responder with Hamilton Ambulance Control.
This means in times when a general call-out is
not required, John will arrange the necessary
person power and equipment.

The spate of accidents that have affected the
lives of Lake Okareka residents over the past
months, resulted in the running of a First-Aid
course at the community hall. From the initial
25 who started, 20 successfully completed the
course and were awarded their certificates on
the 2nd May. The importance of such knowledge
was dramatically proved, when the life of a
young Okareka resident was saved by the action
of one of the course members. It was pleasing
to see the action did not go unnoticed by the
local news media.

During May, Okareka played host to the South
Waikato Ambulance competitions, and again our
Fire Force and residents were their actively
participating. Competitors and Judges alike
thoroughly enjoyed the event and wish to come
back again. "Well done Okareka".

Street Numbers. There is a need for ALL
residents to have clearly visible house numbers
at the road side, to facilitate emergency
services finding the correct address, this is
particularly important at night. Suitable
reflectorised numbers are available at minimal
cost. Even with street numbers, if you have an
emergency try and get someone to stand by the
roadside to guide the emergency service to your
location.

I would like to take the opportunity to welcome
Karen Wilkins to Lakes Okareka. Karen is an
Ambulance Officer who has recently transferred
from Tokoroa to Rotorua, and is now a resident
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of Steep Street. As well as her ambulance
qualifications, Karen is a registered nurse and
holds a private helicopter license.

Finally if you have an accident or medical
emergency, don’t hesitate in calling Ambulance
Emergency on 111, and then phone the first-aid
post at 28137 or 28693 (Day or Night). Karen
has agreed to help with the First-aid Post,
hence the two numbers.

t*********************i’k***********************
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MEMBERSHIP:

If you wish to become a member
of our Association, simply fill
in the form below and send it
with your $5.00 subscription to:

The Secretary,
L.O.R.R.A.

C/- P.0. Lake Okareka
ROTORUA.

Thanks
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