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The Chalrman's Report.

The second half of this year has
been very guiet - no doubt after
the effort in connection with the
water scheme last year.
Your committee has continued to keep an eye
on the needs and wishes of the community, to
deal wlth those within its power, and to take
up others with the bistrict Council.
Following the earller seallng of Ridge

Road and the western end of Summit ==

Road, Councll work has continued
with repairs to drains and

culverts, and the flail G

mower has been out several times cutting back
overgrown vegetation on corners. MNo decision
has been made, or perhaps rather no funds have
been found to replace the fence at Boyes Beach
which was vandalised last year.

Regretfully, and with gratitude to those
who have toiled on it, the committee has been
compelled to close the bottle dump. It appears
that the collection of bottles for re-use or
recycling is no longer economic and does not
even cover the cost of transport.

Discussions are taking place with the
Council on a general improvement to the
heavily used area around the launching ramp in
Acacia Road, and it is hoped that some of this
may be visible before the end of the summer.

Progress on the water scheme is, we are
assured, on track. As ratepayers will know the
proposed Water Supply Area has been published
as a Speclial Order and a 1letter circulated
with details; provided that objections can be
dealt with properly and satlisfactorily, the
Council will proceed to the final design
and the establishment of a loan roll. This |is
planned tobecompleted by mid-1990.Council's
application for rights to take extra water for
the eastern suburbs, including Lake Okareka,is
moving ahead and a report from the consultants
is expected at the first meeting of the new
Counclil later this year.

3.
The possibility of a Sewerage scheme has also
been raised with the Council following the
public discussion in March, in connection
with the wider 1asue of lake managemer.! we
understand that the Council is attempting to
clarify this with the Catchment Commission
and the Department of Conservation.
It may be of interest to
residents here, that following
an inquiry, the Consumer
Council informed us that it is
planning an issue of 'Consumer '
dealing with environmentally
friendly products for household
use, in March next year. This
should be of interest to us all living as
we do, on the shores of a lake |

A métter which has been raised with
committee is that of duck shooting around
lake, or more accurately, the area bounded

a line from ijust past the rowing club to

pnplg: tree near Silver Beach. A number
permits have been issued by =PED
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committee has €xpressed no view on the matter,

but is
there is a consensus in the community for
against,such shooting here. A

I regretted having to comment on the

depositing of rubbish on Boyes Beach in my
last report; I am even more saddened b}
being

reports received of garden rubbish
dumped on reserves within our

own living area, at the end
of Acacia Road and on
the corner of Steep
Street and Loop Foad,
rubbish clearly

carried there by
neighbouring residents.
A sense of care for our
environment is evidently
still lacking among a
few of our community.

interested in ascertaining whether

or
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Your committee has also given thought to an
appropriate way for the community to mark the
year 1930. So far a dearth of creative thought
has been evident, so we would welcome some
practicable ideas which would benefit , or at
least be acceptable to, the community as a
whole.

Finally, as my Chairmanship draws to an end,
it is both my duty and pleasure to express my
sincere thanks to all members of the
committee and to the Secretary in particular,
for their work and co-operation over the last
two years. I believe that few of the
ratepayers and residents at Lake Okareka are
aware of how well they are served by their
committee, or of the time and effort that is
devoted by its members to looking after our
environment, making Okareka an even more
pleasant community than it is.

L.F.Brosnahan.
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Editor's note: Any suggestions as to the
community's commemoration of 1990 can be
posted In the appropriately marked box at the
store. Thankyou.
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DON'T FORGET

THE A.G.M.!!!

Sunday 29 oOctober,

2 p.m. at the hall.

5.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notlice 1s given that the A.G.M. of the
Assoclation will be held In the oOkareka hall
on Sunday, 29 oOctober, at 2pm.

Agenda:
1. Apologles
2. Minutes of last A.G.M. (October 30, 1988)
Matters arising from the minutes
Chairman's report
. Treasurer's report
. 1989/90 subscription
Election of committee
Appolntment of audltor
Introduction of gquests
Any other business.
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Refreshments will be served after the meeting
and we hope that many of you will be able to
stay and join in the discussion, meet other
residents and put forward ideas which you
didn't express during the meetlng.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 3.5

The annual subscription per household
has remained at $5 for several years and ¢to
save the cost of postage , the practlce has
been to collect subs. at the door, before the
meeting, from those who wish to pay at that
time.

If the meeting sets a new amount for the sub.,
adjustments will be made later. :

Our f£inancial year begins on September lst.

$855450000855888008068665555560884588568556888¢
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L.O.R.R.A. Committee. | ]

Your committee for 1988/89 has been:- FINANCIAL REPORT.

f:?gg S;gigzzan 2 S?i;rgiglrman . Coples of the audited financial statement
Philippa Somervell - Secretary | will be distrlbuted to members prior to the
John Innes - fTreasurer : beginning of the A.G.M.

Margot Goodin - MNewsletter Editor For those of you who are wunable to attend,
Liz Harding our present flnanclal state is:

Tony Horton - members Invested- $1980

Pat King | Cheque Account- $2180

Joe Hignett (co-opted) | Both these figures are approximate and not

: audited.

Our rules state that 4 of the elected members % [f“
must retire by rotation each vyear. Those B P ACEUE T TR i et sttt Thatt N 3!
remalning thls year are:

A Grlpe About Rubbish...
Lelith Knowles, Margot Goodin, Liz Harding The public rubblsh bins placed
and Tony Horton. about our community are NOT household

rubbish receptacles.

Some locals have been seen using them
[ as such... please arrange to have your
"kleensacks" disposed of by the Council
rubbish collection on Mondays.

Thank you.

If you wish to nominate someone
for the committee, please use
the form in this newsletter,
address it to the 8ecretary,
L.O.R.R.A., and hand it to
the Okareka Post Office
no later than 22 October,
1989.

All nominees, proposers
and seconders must
be members of the
Assoclation.

BURGLARIES: Owing to the alarming incidence of
| break-ins at Okareka lately, residents are
advised to take extra care in securing
property and pay close attention to
'Neighbourhood Watch'.

OO OOBOOOOOOIOODODODOONDODD
MEMBERSHIP ,
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It was very pleasing to have so many new
members this year, and to know that several
former members have rejoined. Of 254
ratepayers, 149 are members, but 11 of these
have left Okareka this year. Since our last
newsletter, Bert and Maree Horsnall of Branch
Road have become members, We welcome you.
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Filrst Ald Post..

Slnce the last newsletter, there has been
little call on the services of the First Aid
Post, with only four people requlring
attention; a soft tissue injury of the hand,
displaced knee cartilage and two patients with
complications of existing medical problems.

With dayllight saving upon
us and the prospect of
dapproaching balmy summer
days, thoughts turn to
activities of the

aquatic kind- cobwebs brushed off
water skis, mlldew removed from
salls, moth-balls shaken out of
swim-togs and somewhere in the
front locker underneath the ski
rope or spare sails or
hanging in the back of
the garage- %.t
- LIFE JACKETS! p*
Please don't forget
the life jackets; check them carefully and
take the opportunity of having them tested.
Then when you, your family or friends take to
the water, they will be safe for ALL TO WEAR.
In closing... have you seen the wvideo,

"Cold Water, Near Drowning"? yes/no

do you know how to perform
CPiR .7 yes/no

...have you revised your C.P.R.
in the last six months? yes/no

If your answer is "no"™ ¢to any of
these questlions, contact Dennls or Pat and
darrange to make the answer "yes".

Remember, with your knowledge of C.P.R.- you
could SAVE A HEART THATS TOO GOOD TO DIE.

For EMERGENCIES: phone 111 and ask for an
Ambulance; then call the First aAld Post-28137

For MINOR ACCIDENTS or advice: phone 28137
(day or night)

q :
The fire at:- 61 loop Rd., Sept. 29th.

A sobering event for all of us;
those close to the scene were able
to relate to it in terms of their
homes burning. The
remorseless furnace-like
roar and sounds of
exploding windows are not
quickly forgotten. There
was only one course to take
-contain it! We were thankful
there was no wind and no drought.

Many of the participants were, and
»y wWill remain, shadows in the dark,
but without their efforts the
outcome could have been much

worse.

Special thanks must go to the Connor and
Kendrick families for providing refreshments
to the fire-fighters. No one should ever feel
that they might not be needed; there is always
something to do, whether it be traffic control,
welfare,first aid, or salvage of property.

The cause was probably electrical. It
seems that heat had built up over several
hours, contained and obscured by closed

curtains, assisted by open doors and no fire
resistant walls. There was nothing to stop
it, once ignited.

our sympathy goes to the Humphrey family, with
a small, but positive, observation... they still
have the view,

REMEMBER: Always dlal 111 flrst and qlve
clear, conclse and accurate details because
the telephonist in Hamilton may not have a
clue where Okareka is.

****ti**t**********************t**************

The Humphrey famlly wish ¢to thank the
residents of Okareka for their goodwill and
support during and after the fire.

A special thankyou to the local Fire Brigade
for their invaluable contribution.

The Humphrey famlly.



LAake Nkareka Rural Fire Fiaghtina Force Inc.
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As we approach another

Summer, 4 reminder that
as we live within 1,5km.
of Conservation Reserves
and forests, a permit 1is
required ,365 days a year,
for all bonfires, This
rarely causes any
difficulties. Phone the
Department of Conservation

A 461-155.
(/ i / It must be reallsed that
iy é%? we can be no more
effective than local

interest allows, which
means that more emphasis must be put on
prevention. There is no cure once a fire has
occurred , only loss.

Particularly at risk 13 the area bpetween
Boves Beach and the Ski Club. Desplte belna a
"NO OPEN FIRE ZONE" {only portable barbeques
allowed), certain groups are steadlly spoiling
Okareka for all of us by regularly lighting
fires at night, mutilating trees and emptying
rubbish bins for fuel. Last Year most of the
fences were burnt and parts of the children's
play equipment also. They have cost us
thousands already and are returning yet again.

But while this problem is not Inevitable it
ils avoidable and has to be addressed unless
Okareka is content to end up with a reputation
of places like Papamoa Beach.

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, DO SOMETHING!
A Department of Conservation night - duty
officer list is held at the Store but
-+..456-326 should get results.
Otherwise try 484-195 (District Council)
or 480-099 (Rotorua Police)

if.

How many of vyou have been inside the
Fire-station since "The Opening" four and a
half years ago? It is NOT a private club
house but belongs to you and you are always
welcome to drop in and view your well-
cared-for assets. The more visitors, the better
we feel about spending about three hours a
week working there.

I know there is a wvicarious ple%?ure to be
derived from watching I
others work, but sometimes i 1}L;'
our lonely group is :
tempted to wonder 4
whether many local
residents are aware « kT SR
of the concept of doing things for reasons
other than those of self~interest, or profit.

If every household put aside three hours a
week "for Okareka" just think what could be
achieved with 600 hours!

Those of you who don't attend the
A.G.M.(most) or read the noticeboard, may be
curious to know what happens to your
donations. The thought might occur... 'I gave
$10 1last year, there haven't been any
fires, so they can't have a need for more this
year...' Not so, I'm afraid.

However, 1t 1s pleasant to report that part
of this year's donations has been put to very
good use. We recently purchased, at auction, a
mobile fire pump for $400, which currently
sells for $15,000 new. Can you think of a
better Investment?

This will enable us to retire its predecessor
which has seen the best part of 50 years
use and now requires an unreasonable effort to
get 1t up and running. That crank handle has
drawn its last blood!

Once again , a sincere thankyou to all those
who contlnue to support L.O.R.F.F.F.
You won't regret it.
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"Coming up smelling of roses"

CFT:‘ I was recently called by a
resident of Okareka who
1

complained that her tap water

"smelled awful”, When I
arrived at the house I was shown a
6 metre deep hand-dug well which
had operated without problems for
a considerable number of years. I
was told that the neighbour's soak
hole had become blocked,
necessltating the creation of a
new one. This was unknowingly
placed only 7 metres from the well
in guestion. The septic effluent going into
the socak hole took four days to travel to the
well's watershed, after which time the problem
became guite obvious.

I took a sample for bacteriological analysis
and advised the resident MNOT to use their
water AT ALL, but rather to obtain an
alternative supply as quickly as possible.

When [ later contacted them with the test
results, which were terrible, they had been
fortunate enough to be allowed to hook into
another supply and had offered to pay the
electricity bill and any pump maintenance
costs.,

This scenario hiqghlights the hazards of
do-it-yourself water supplies. Even if your
water supply has functioned well for many
years, there is no guarantee that it will
function well tomorrow. It should be
remembereii also that any repairs or
maintenance to your system can cost dearly in
time and money.

For the health of ocur community - roll on the
R.D.C. reticulated water supply!!

- Steve Goodin,
Health Protection Officer
Rotorua Health Development Unit

ININININININININININININININININININININININN

For information about the
activities, 'phone :-

15.

Progress With The Okareka Water Retliculation
Scheme

There have been several recent items of good
news relating to the water supply.

* On 22 May the Department of Health
advised the Rotorua District
Council that a subsidy of $171,000
had been approved. ($57,000 more
than we had previously thought we
were eligible for).
* On 3 October, the Councll
confirmed a special order
declaring a water supply area for Lake Okareka.
The Council is now able to advertise the
raising of a loan to cover the remaining costs
of the scheme, and to make available for
public inspection,a roll of electors who will
benefit from the scheme. Provided there are no
major objections, the Council will then
proceed to ralse a loan and advise us of the
work programme scheduled.

We will keep you 1informed of any further
developments.
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Vicky - 28035 for TENNIS,
Rhonda - 28456, or Rex - 28128 for
INDOOR BOWLS,
Pegglie- 28171 about the Thursday
ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP.
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The Lake Okareka Kindergarten.

The kindergarten now runs four half day
segsions a week for around 15
children from Okareka and
Tarawera. It is funded by a
Government grant and has
recently had a change of
staff. our new teacher

is Mrs. Clalr Burne
of Rotorua. —t
Other changes are afoot .‘a‘—ﬂ
under 'Tomorrow's Schools' i Wt
and to comply with the new -'
education regulations we must
make some physical alterations. Plans for
changes including showering facility,
telephone, indoor-outdoor ramp, heating,
better sound absorption and covering open
drains, are underway. These are required to
satisfy minimun health and safety standards.
We anticipate a fund ralsing event 1In the
near future and will be advertising 1in the
Store for help with 1tems which may be
available in the community- ALL OFFERS WELCOME

Any ingquiries , please phone:
Sue Walters, Chairperson- 28120
(Blue Lake Holiday Park)
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Observation: The recent high
number of female births in
Okareka must be nature's

way of reducing the number
of trail-bikes in the future.
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..A Reminder,

The Okareka Play Group meets {},

in the hall every Thursday

from 10am to 12 noon...
...and welcomes any

XN
parents and their
?f pre-schoolers to a
(’ relaxed , Informal and
fun environment. Come

along and 3Jjoin in. For
more information please phone Kay Deverell at
28063

The Okareka Walkway.

On Saturday 30 September, along with several
other residents, I became one of the flrst to
walk the Okareka Scenic Track. It was a £ine
day and though the ground underfoot was wet
and the track fairly steep in
places ,no one . slipped or felll

There are two ; parts to the
track; one goes to the top of
"Bald Knob", and the other |1is
the main track which takes
about 1.5 hours to walk and
offers glimpses of Lake Okareka
through the bush. At the end of
the track where it comes out on
Crater Lake Farm it is possible to
see Lakes Okareka, Tarawera and Okataina.

The track is a reasonably easy one to walk,
given a degree of physical fitness, and is
very enijoyable.

I give my thanks to the Conservation Corps.
who bullt the track and who hope to extend It
right around to the Cut. The start of the
track is situated on the right hand side of
the road just before the Crater Lakes Farm
8lgn and begins by crossing a wooden bridge.

why not explore 1t yourself?

-—- Karen Turner

BRUGEUBERBRARHR R BB RRRRRRRRRRRRRBRRRIIRE



lb.

From the Archives...

/’:;} 1970 was the year when the
/,f* ¥

Ratepayers' Association
was re-actlvated, after a
public meeting called by the
Lake Okareka Conservation
Action Committee and chalred
by Mr. Hamish Lyle.
The maln concern was the
erosion assoclated with the
| quarry and the resulting
| danger on Loop Road, flash
flooding of properties and
increasing sediment addition to the 1lake. By
the middle of 1971, the steering commlttee had
already made huge progress toward reducing the
problems- engineering plans for - channelling
run-off, benching within the guarry, siting
for a major culvert and plans for extenslive
poplar planting ¢to reduce the gullying
eroslion.

Another issue at the time was the intention
of the then County Council to establish a
rubbish dump near the corner of Loop and
Tarawera Roads, and a petition was organised,
and $1 donations collected from residents,
to pay the solicitor's fee for representing us
at the protest hearing.

The minutes of the 1971 A.G.M. record these
items of business:- )

1. Discusslon on sources of
lake pollution , and

: | \_Jéikubﬁvb“
ideas for reducing these

2. Installation of automatic single 1line
telephones. ( Remember those party-line
days when there were 8 or more, including
businesses, on the one line?)

More street lighting wanted.

A speed limit of 30 m.p.h., with 20 m.p.h.

in certain areas, was to be asked for.

5. The possibility of establishing a 1local
volunteer fire-fighting unit was to be
investigated. The County Council was
asympathetlic but egulpment and water supply
were the main problems.

= L
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6. The protest against the rubbish dump had
been successful and the County Council was
now planning to wuse the city dump for
Tarawera, Okareka and Lynmore refuse.

The Okareka T.V. Society had

been maintaining our T.V.
translator (paid for by local
subscription) but now there
was a possibility of the

N.Z.B.C. taking it over. (No

more digging by locals

every time it blew
overl)

8. It was proposed
that a diving
pontoon would be a welcome amenity to the
Steep Street/ Millar Road beach.

9. A notice board was to be erected outside
the store.

10. Some dissatisfaction over maintenance of
lake level. ( The present system for lake
level control was installed largely as a
result of local subscription.)

This is a very incomplete account of the
activities of the time, and doesn't do justice
to the hard work and persistence of the
residents and committee members of those days.
Perhaps, in another newsletter, we can follow
the progress of individual items, and give
credit to the people who were pioneers in
achleving so many of the facllities which
we take for granted today.
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A Farewell... the Okareka communlty sadly lost
a 'colourful' friend with the death of Ernie

‘Housby recently, aged 91 years. His spirit and

good humour will long be remembered. As one of
his neighbours said of him:
".,..winter was on his head,
but spring was in his heart..."
-Pat Dick.
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Requlations For Operating Motor-Driven Craft
On Lakes

As summer approaches we wish to remind you
that these rules apply to ALL motor- driven
craft, including jet skiis. If anyone observes
operators behaving in the same reckless
manner as some did last summer, please phone:
The Honorary Lake Warden,
Les Clark at 28061

Then, 1f Les 1s not avallable, ring Mr. Loper
at 56294 (home)
or at the Rotorua District Council.
Failing that, contact the Rotorua Police.

Some of these rules are:

1l. They must not exceed 5 knots within 200m
of the shore, unless operating through an
access lane or "reserved area".

2. Persons under 15yrs are not permitted to
operate motor craft capable of exceeding 10
knots.

3. All motor craft are to be effectively
silenced

4. Operators must always act with reasonable
consideration for other persons.

More are posted on the notliceboard at the
store.
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FORM FOR NOMINATION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Secretary,
Lake Okareka Ratepayers' and Residents' Assn.
c/- Lake Okareka Post Office.

I hereby NomInate o ey o o s v s s ate st reasiaisisas e
for the 1989/90 Committee.

PIODOSEY (s o v oo s ainnsmeassnsonnssiseetssssssssdses

Seconders . 15 « s ahitarry R R T T T R e

( The nominee, the proposer and the seconder
must be members of the Association.)
Nominations close on 22 October.

VOTING BY PROXY

Members who wish to vote, but are unable to
attend the A.G.M., are asked to £fill in the
form below and have it in the hands of the
Secretary or Chairman before the meeting
begins.

(A proxy does not have to be a financial
member of the Association.)

R T T R R R e TP P N TP B h S TR a member
of the Lake Okareka Ratepayers' and Residents'
Association, hereby appoint

proxy to vote on my behalf at the Annual
General Meeting of the Association, to be held
on 29 October, 1989, and at any adjournment
thereof.

S1gnAture OFf MEMBET . . vvsir e tis e s e sin bia s e sase s



DON'T FORGET THE A.G.M. Sunday, 29 Oct.

LAKE OKAREKA RATEPAYERS' & RESIDENTS' ASSN.(INC)

c/- POST OFFICE,
LAKE OKAREKA.
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