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Chairman's Report - Sept 08

———————————

As another year comes to an end there will be
many of us pleased to leave 2008 behind and
hope that 2009 brings more stability to the
current unsettled international financial
situation we are facing, but there is some
positive news in 2009 for Okareka and its
residents.

Okareka Phone Book. A copy is enclosed
with the newsletter and additional are
available if required. The previous Okareka
local phone book was compiled in 2006 and
the committee will be interested in any suggestions for future reprints. Sandra
and Carol have put a lot of time and effort into this publication, but if your
information is not correct or you would like it changed, please let us know.

Property Rates. The Rotorua Council have worked hard this year to come up
with a more equitable rating structure for the district and in our view (after
many years of lobbying), they have gone a long way to achieving this
objective. The details of this proposal are on the Council website
(www.rdc.govt.nz), public submissions close on Feb 13 and the decision made
for inclusion in the 10 year plan in June 2009.

You are able to view the proposed rates for your property from the link on the
website.

The rating comparison for all Okareka residential properties is as follows

No of Residences Current Average New Average Diff§ Diff%
270 52644 $2017 -627 -24%

The proposed changes have yet to be signed off by Council, but it is significant
that the main stakeholders (Community Board, Ratepayer groups, Chamber of
Commerce, Moteliers, and Farmers etc) that have been involved in the
consultation process to date are nearly all in favour of the new structure. The
reductions for Tarawera residents are similar to Okareka, and of course will go
a long way to offsetting the costs of the new reticulated sewerage scheme when
it comes operative in late 2010.

We have invited the Councils Director of Corporate Services (J P Gaston) to
our AGM on Jan 25" to give a presentation & answer questions on rating.

Reticulated Sewerage. This project continues on schedule. Before Christmas,
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RDC will be sending out a diagram of each property to owners giving details
of the proposed grinder pump location and electrical connection. This needs to
be confirmed back to the Council so detailed tender drawings can be finalised.
The next step will be for the Council to call tenders in the 1™ gtr of 2009 with
confirmation of the contract in midyear and work should be well underway by
this time next year.

Council have a number of companies interested in tendering and believe they
will be able to obtain very competitive prices in the current economic situation.
Also of course, the significant reduction in interest rates is good news for
owners who choose to pay off the sewerage costs over 23 years.

Lake level Control. As reported previously LORRA have taken up this issue
with both RDC and EBOP on a number of occasions and finally EBOP have
agreed to obtain an engineer’s report and consider an upgrade in their 10 year
plan.

Mountain Bike Track. The September newsletter detailed a proposed
mountain bike track in the DOC reserve between the Blue Lake and Okareka
and asked for submissions from residents. As a result of reservations raised by
several organisations, the Mountain Bike Club have decided not to proceed
with the proposal.

DOC Camping Ground. The proposed DOC campsite on the Aqua Skiers
beach is now open for submissions and if you are interested in this project
please read the article in this newsletter from Chris & Helen Russell, which
reflects the views of the LORRA committee and a number of other residents.

Crater Lake Park. The decision to proceed with this proposal has been
appealed to the Environment Court by both the Lake Tarawera Protection
Society and the applicant (principally seeking vehicle access to Spencer Rd for
boat launching on Tarawera).

Lake Front Upgrade. Hopefully before the year end, there will be new
integrated signage next to the jetty. As this will be a prototype for use on all the
lakes, LORRA and RDC will be very interested in feedback from residents.
Also unfortunately the large old willow next to the barbeque is coming down
and details of the proposed replantings are in the newsletter.

Community Losses. Unfortunately each year we have to accept the loss of
long time residents and 2008 is no exception with the passing of Claire Dale,
Mary Madsen and Catherine Caughey.

Also George Pickemell suffered a serious stroke recently and is now under care
at Redwood Lodge.

They are missed.

LORRA AGM. Please note this will again be held at the Hall on the Sunday
Evening of Auckland Anniversary weekend (Jan 25" at 7.30pm).

Don Gollan is stepping down from the committee after many years
involvement with LORRA and he will be sorely missed. Thank you Don.

It is important we keep “refreshing” LORRA and the size of the committee is

flexible so if you have an interest in getting involved please contact myself or
Sandra.

My committee joins me in wishing you all Christmas cheer and a safe and
relaxing break over Christmas and the New Year.

Geoff Palmer

Okareka T-Shirts

4 colours available
All sizes - children and adults

$20 children
$25 adults

Phone Carol 3628 702

Lake Okareka Postcards

Available from LORRA, at a cost of $5 for 10.
Contact Carol ph 3628 702
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Over the last year, our Newsletter covers have featured colour photos of
different activities in our community

Next year we may revert to a mixture of landscapes and special events.

There are many aspects to “the Bowl of Sweetness™ that Okareka
represents and I am aware that most water based sports have not been
represented.

In other words, we would appreciate any digital photos of what you
might like to see on the cover of our Newsletter and / or featured with an
story.

We welcome feedback.
I’ve tried to get a regular children's Section, but there haven’t been any

|recent contributions other than reports from the very young parts of
Okareka.

Or anything else.

Mike Bannister

Editor

Ph 3628 043 or email
MBannister{@hydestor.co.nz

We trust the community appreciates the updated book
which has been expanded
to include a “Local Community Services™ section
at the back.

These include “local attractions™
that out-of-town visitors may not realise
are within a 1 - 15 minutes drive or walk.

These are operated and/or owned
by LOCAL Okareka and Tarawera residents.

Carol Christian-Price and Sandra Goodwin

have spent many weeks to gather and check your details.

However, with any publication of names and numbers,
there may be 1 or 2 incorrect names or numbers.

We hope you won't be too upset.

Please contact either Carol or Sandra
to update vour details for the next issue!

Carol 3628 702
Sandra 3628 865

Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner

C A P E R S wwiﬁciaefilz.nz

*

c yu r B M

LORRA AGM

Sunday 25" January 2009
(Auckland Anniversary Weekend)

At the Lake Okareka Hall 7.30pm

ALL WELCOME
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| BAYLEYS |

Don't undersell your most valuable asset. If you are thinking of
selling ring Lorraine to find out how Bayleys does it better.

For a Result
One Agent - One Call
Contact Bayleys Local Lake Specialist
Lorraine Chapman 027 271 9141

LORRAIMNE CHAPMAN SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED MREINZ

B 07 349 5356 1092 Fenton Street
MO27 2719141 PO Box 2248, Rotorua 3040
F 07 348 6252 www.bayleys.co.nz

lorraine.chapman@bayleys.co.nz
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Gate to be installed at Aqua Skiers Beach

As many residents will be aware, the Aqua Skiers site at the end of Millar Road
has recently suffered at the hands of hoodlums, who in the past few weeks have
been responsible for vandalism and other unruly behaviour at the site. As an
interim measure the Department of Conservation (DOC) has agreed to reinstall
a gate at the entrance way to the site in an effort to stop these incidents from
occurring. Lake Okareka Ratepayers & Residents Association (LORRA) have
agreed to support DOC with this initiative by insuring the gate is closed every
night and reopened every morning.

Previously a gate was erected at the top of the road but was constantly being
ripped out of the ground by those determined to enter and befoul the site.
Unfortunately there is no guarantee that the new gate will not meet the same
fate, however DOC are positive that the gate can be maintained until more
tormal measures can be put in place.

DOC has recently announced that it will begin work on a major capital works
project at the Aqua Skiers site over the summer with the installation of
retaining walls and barriers to prevent vehicle access to the large grassed area.

“In terms of security and the discouragement of antisocial behaviour a lot can
be achieved through better design™ said James Willcocks, Community
Relations and Visitor Assets Programme Manager for DOC Rotorua Lakes
Area Office.

“The reinstallation of the entrance gate is an acknowledgement that something
needs to be done in the short term to address the issues of vandalism, litter and
illegal fires that continue to be an ongoing issue at the site.

“It is however only intended to be a short term measure until the proposed site
works can be affected to manage access.

“the real success behind ensuring the site remains clean and safe for legitimate
users will rely heavily on the support from the local community at Okareka and
ongoing dialogue with Department staff” Mr Willcocks said

As part of its long term strategy, DOC recently announced a proposal to turn
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Aqua Skiers into a small discreet campground and associated amenity area.
Submissions are currently being considered and the consultation period runs
until the end of January.

“We believe that a well managed campground would encourage the desired
type of visitors to the Aqua Skiers and ultimately reduce the level of antisocial
behaviour the site currently attracts™ Mr Willcocks said.

“We welcome any contribution from the Okareka community and encourage
people to contact us if they have any concerns regarding the proposal” he said.

If you would like to discuss anything regarding Aqua Skiers, please contact
Nick Turoa, Community Relations Ranger for DOC Rotorua Lakes Area Office

nturoa@doc.govt.nz ph 07 3498226

Keys are now available for the 2008-2009 year.

Cost is $75 for family membership for which you get a new key
membership lasts until 31 October 2009.

(Casual still available at $20 per session).

Please join up for the year......
the courts are still quite playable,
but are in increasing need of resurfacing,
so we need your support please,
if the facility is to be maintained.

For keys contact
Hongli or Stephan at 3628106
or John at 3628410

Editors note.

This letter (from Chris and Helen) was sent to DoC, regarding the
proposals to develop the “Aqua Skiers beach”.

It has interesting comments about the “use” of the land, that most Okareka
residents would not be aware of.
The Russell’s letter has been published in our newsletter with their consent.

14" October 2008

Chris & Helen Russell
191 Millar Road

RD 5

Rotorua

Dear Nick,

Thank you for your newsletter “October 08" briefing the Lake Okareka
Residents on your proposal for the Aqua Skiers site.

My wife and I have recently acquired a lifestyle farming property directly
opposite the access to the Aqua Skiers site. (Also own a lakeside holiday home
in Acacia Rd, Lake Okareka for several years now). I am a proactive and
passionate member of the Lake Okareka Land Care Group and would describe
ourselves as “concerned environmentalists”. The Aqua Skiers site has for
many years been an environmental disappointment to the community and
ourselves and since living in Millar Road opposite the access, have spent many
hours cleaning up the site (along with other Millar Road residents).

The area’s close proximity to Rotorua CBD and its concealed aspect
contributes to the site becoming a magnet for antisocial behaviour by boy
racers, hoons, trail bikers and overnight camping (including fires). The
associated general litter, glass, human excrement and noise is shameful and
more than a community should have to endure.

It is confusing to us how an organisation like the Dept of Conservation can
have in their portfolio an area under their control that condone this kind of

activity in such an iconic and environmentally sensitive location.

The condition the site was left in after the clubrooms were demolished and
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subsequent neglect of the site gives me no confidence in D.0.C. to run a
“discrete camp ground”.

My impression of DOC is the Department has to react to “knee jerk directives”
from central government, and often finds it trying to do “too much with too
little™ in terms of their budgets and resource allocations.

Having recently visited the D.O.C camp at Lake Rerewhakaaitu, I was
underwhelmed at the general tidiness of the site and the note requesting
campers to post their camping fees directly to DOC because of the level of
vandalism to the onsite collection system gives me cause for concem at the
“element” these camps can attract. I am also reliably informed other DOC
camps in the area suffer the same consequences (Hot Water Beach, Tarawera
outlet)

We believe a successful and environmentally sustainable outcome for the Aqua
Skiers site should be for DOC to develop to a high standard and maintain a
recreational area suitable for day time use only (controlled access/gate should
be an option). 1 note there is a suitable established Motor Camp available at
the Blue Lake should people wish to camp in this locality.

Nick, thank you for the opportunity to consult. I look forward to a successful
outcome.

Kind Regards,

Chris Russell
s#s%% We are here at the discretion of nature, ****%

.7
ADVERTISING
Have you noticed we now have a Community Notice Board
down by the launching ramp?

If you would like to advertise anything at all -
House, Car, Boat, Wheelbarrow, etc. for sale — House
for rent — Jobs Wanted — Jobs wanted to be done etc.

Trades People — would you like to put your Business
Card on the Board?

Contact Lyall Beuth 362 8459
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COMMUNITY FAIR
25 JAN 2009

10am

After the success of the 2008 fair, next year’s fair will be held
at the lake front and near the fire-station. We have spoken to
the “man upstairs” with a request for a warm sunny day.

ssssssssceeeRe®

The “DUCK” will again be doing $5 cruises
from lunchtime on.

We expect a wide range of arts and crafts, several interesting
food stalls, a wood working and canvas repairer each providing
working demonstrations, buskers and “mobile entertainers”,
and 5 minute massages.

The Rats Multisport event based at Blue Lake has
cyclists using Loop Road until 10am.

We hope to see you all down at the lakefront for a “plentiful
day out™.

.!.!.Il!.-Iiill!..-ii.IIIQOU'.Il.‘iiiil.ﬂiiiiii

sssssssesscsesssscessssERsRRRRERRTS

I.i.l'..‘-ll.l..ll.l-.l..l.'l.‘l..l.......l.l.

“SUPER BEACH BREAKS”

See — www.ohopebeach.com
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Tikitapu Scenic Reserve
2008 Pest Control Programme

As we come to the end of 2008, the Tikitapu Pest
Control Project can look back on a busy year.
The bush continues to recover its health and
there seem to be more birds in the Okareka area.
The clematis was spectacular this spring and it
has been a good flowering year for many native
plants.

The new Mistletoe Walk was completed and opened during Conservation
Week in September and the Nature Walk, at the Tikitapu end of the reserve, ,
should be finished ready for the Christmas holiday season. We have brochures
describing these 2 walks ready to distribute as soon as the Nature Walk is
complete, and will also publicise both walks then. The official opening of the
Nature Walk will be early in 2009, to start the year off witha celebration.

We are delighted with the interpretation panels that Sonia Frimmel from
“What's the Story” designed for the new walks but were dismayed to find the
one on the mistletoe track had been tagged. These are very expensive signs and
it is to be hoped that Okareka locals were not involved. We are grateful to the
RDC tag busters who, thankfully, were able to restore the sign to its original
condition.

As well as constructing these tracks and getting signage and interpreta-
tion panels for them, the year has seen the 19 bait lines and 208 bait stations
maintained and a pest control programme carried out. The bait stations are now
clear of bait although the area should be treated as toxic until the end of
January when the poison signs will be taken down. This allows time for any
carcasses, or bait removed from the stations by rats, to degrade safely.

15 possums were caught in the pre baiting trap catch and another 110
dead ones have been found near the bait stations during the pest control
programme. The residual trap catch and the rat tracking are due to take place in
the first week in December. It will be interesting to see what numbers they
show for both rats and possums.

This programme relies on volunteers and we would like to say a big
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“Thank you” to all those who have contributed.

Also, our thanks to the Rotorua Botanical Society, Department of
Conservation and Environment Bay of Plenty who combine with Forest and
Bird on this project.

We are grateful to the EnvBoP Environment Enhancement Fund who provided
a grant for the signage and metal for the tracks.

New volunteers are always very welcome and if anyone is interested in
joining our group next year, or learning more about the project we would be

delighted to hear from you.

Frances and James Blakely ph 07 362 8480

INVESTING IN
PROPERTY?

We offer a full range of
accounting services
for all sized businesses

Be sure to call us to discuss
o Ownership structures
¢ Tax deductability of expenses
« Mortgage Security & Tax implications

MACMILLAN ACCOUNTANTS
31 White Street, Rotorua Phone 350 1018
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LAKE OKAREKA FISHING
CLUB 2006

C/- 2 Benn Road
Lake Okareka

LAKE OKAREKA 2009 SUMMER
TROUT FISHING TOURNAMENT

To be held on Lake Okareka from 5:00am — 3:00pm
31st January 2008

Prize Categories: Heaviest Trout — Adult Male
Heaviest Trout — Adult Female
Heaviest Trout — Junior Male
Heaviest Trout — Junior Female

Registration: Lake Okareka Lakefront Friday 30th Jan. 5-7 pm
All anglers must hold current licence
- no licence no entry

Entry Fee: Adult $10.00 Junior $5.00.

Weigh In Time: Saturday at Lake Front 3 — 4 pm.

Prize giving to follow with Live entertainment , BBQ
& Refreshments, lolly scramble and spot prizes at the
prize giving.

In the winter competition (2 August 2008) we had the best tumn out ever and the
most fish weighed in at a competition. Congratulations to all the winners and
competitors who took part. The weather wasn’t on our side but I'm sure every
one enjoyed the weekend.

Family Trophy: Herbert-Cox family 12 fish
Junior Biggest fish: Karen Smith-Hemming 2.16kg
Teams Trophy: Fish Fingers 15 fish
Biggest bag individual: Sam Webb 8 fish
Biggest bag junior: Skye Cox 6 fish
Biggest fish Male: Chris Pooley 224 kg
Biggest fish Female: =~ Maria Haines 1.56 kg

Best Condition factor: Murray Beatson 54.3 - 1.56kg

A total of 78 fish weighed in.

S =
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Last year we raised $1,000.00 for the preschool and $1,000.00 for the
volunteer fire brigade!

We are looking for local groups that need support.

The naming rights raffle has proven popular and our most successful
fundraiser. For those local business owners interested, we have shown an entry
form below.

For more information contact Jason on 3628682, Dean on 3628960 or Mike on
3628610,

LAKE OKAREKA 2008 SUMMER
TROUT FISHING TOURNAMENT
NAMING RIGHTS RAFFLE

Fundraising for:
Lake Okareka Volunteer Fire Brigade

Lake Okareka Preschool
Tournament & Raffle iser:

Lake Okareka fishing club 2006
Tournament Date:

31 January 2008
Raffle Closes:

11 January 2008 — to be drawn that evening
Raffle limited to a maximum of 30 tickets at $100.00 each

Remittance & Ticket Entry:

Lake Okareka Fishing Club 2006
C/- 2 Benn Road

Lake Okareka

Rotorua

RD5

Contact Phone Number:......ccoeierisnisessaassmsnsrasensnsesnons

Payment Enclosed $100.00
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DUNCAN

: BPECIALISTS

Your neighbourhood specialicts
Are gou thinking of slling?
Uondering what the market: value of your property 7
For atotal proféional, honest and frendly e to all of o
wedl estate needs, call Tim or Andta, angtime,

Resident of Lake Okareka

Tim O'Sullivan

M: 027 497 4984 Anita Martelli

H: 07 348 6172 M: 027 552 482
E: fm@&dunconrealty.net H: OF 347 9248

E onita@duncanrealty net

Assisted by:
Paul Martelli M:

Jacqueline O'Sul
Ruth Gibson M

19 The Newsletter

Lake Okareka Volunteer Fire Brigade |

Another year nearly over and yet another
busy one for the brigade.

We have had quite a few new members join
this year and all have undertaken the basic
firefighting training requirements along with
some more advanced courses.

The commitment of these young, new

recruits is very impressive, especially having
to sacrifice several weekends to gain these
NZQA unit standards (I might reward them
by having their pagers set-off during the odd

maths exam ... oops, | didn’t write that!).

However, we still need some more members in the 30-50+ age group, so
come along and join us — it gets you out of doing the dishes every
Wednesday night.

Great news on the water tanker front. Dave Field took up the reins for this
project and, through his diligent efforts, has secured a 14,000 litre tanker which
we are in the process of fitting out to become a fully functional

emergency resource vehicle. The tanker is due to be commissioned in time for
the summer season.

A huge thank you to the following charities and organisations for their
generous contributions:

Pub Charities

Southern Trust

Lion Foundation

Rotorua Energy Charitable Trust
NZ Fire Service

Lake Okarcka Fishing Club

I would also like to acknowledge the following people from the Rotorua
District Council for their assistance and continued support of this project: -
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Mike Davies (Principal Rural Fire Officer),
Richard Horn (Deputy Principal Rural Fire Officer) and
Mijo Katavic (Business Manager, Castlecorp).

This project would not have been a success if it wasn’t for the dedication and
continued commitment of the members of your local community fire station.

Please observe the fire restrictions this summer and let’s all be pro-active in
reporting any signs of smoke. Remember, prevention is better than cure.

For those residents who don’t know where we are or how to contact us, please
don’t hesitate to phone me on 362 8874.

Merry Christmas!

Phil Muldoon
Chief Fire Officer

Waste Management m

A Division of Transpacific Industries Group [NZ] Limited

Proud to support Okareka community

240 litre and 140 litre wheelie bins
available in Okareka.

Weekly service.
From as little as $19 a month.

Ph 349 0222
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This term children settled in quickly and enjoyed the play opportunities both
indoors and outdoors. The teachers are thoroughly enjoying their new office,
with renovations being completed over the last school holidays. The children
had visits from both puppies and kittens, and yoga and Spanish continued for
the 4 year old session to extend this interest.

Later in the term the children learnt about sun safety with a visit from
Undercover Cody.

Heather Norton came and demonstrated painting which was most inspiring for
our young artists. Whilst Heather visited she completed a painting that she
donated for Preschool to perhaps auction as a fundraiser.

Nearing the end of the term the children were focused on making their own
decorations for Christmas and for the Nativity on stage.

This was held on Friday 28 November and once again had a fantastic turnout
from the Lake Okareka community. The children really enjoyed the many
practices, and sung beautifully for their community audience.

This year the children included a touch of Spanish from the Spanish they have
been leamning.

The Community once again supported the Christmas carols and the visit from
Santa on the Fire Engine.

Preschool finishes the 2008 year on 15 December.

Thank you to the community for your support of our preschool.

It really is a very special preschool with fantastic teachers and a wonderful and
exciting programme for our children.

If you are interested in finding out more about our Preschool, the phone num-
ber is 362 8606.

Regards,
Kathy Maling
Marketing Committee Member
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|
Relaxing At Lake Okareka
This Christmas?

|Summer is here! A perfect time for you to relax and unwind|

Why don’t you start your holidays with a
therapeutic massage to ease out the ten-
sions of the past year? Or an Indian Head
massage to deeply calm your mind or a |
Hot Stone massage to re-energise you. [
|You can enhance the healing effect with |
2hr herbal detox body wrap to lighten the
load. Leaves you feeling refreshed and
renewed. And if you are serious about looking after yourself, come and
learn how to turn those New Year's resolutions into reality by starting a
naturopathic health improvement programme - includes iridology and live
blood analysis.

If you come down with the sniffles or a cough, then we have a full
herbal dispensary where Carol can create a personalised prescription for
you

New—Beauty services! Carol is now qualified in beauty therapy.

This means that you can enjoy an even greater range of beauty services
including eyebrow shaping & lash tinting, leg waxing, natural mineral
'makeup & skincare, skin analysis with recommendations on the best skir
care for you, as well as manicures and pedicures. Reverse the aging
process with our new anti-aging salon treatment. You'll love your new skin!

Book now to ensure your holiday is truly relaxing.

HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS HOLIDAY CLOSURE
SAM—4PM Or by arrangement Closed December 25th , 26th, January 1st, 2nd.

Careem Wellness Spa B9 Acacia Rd, Lake Okareka
Ph 07 362 8878 carol@careem.co.nz

Carol Bannister is an expenienced, degree qualfied Naturopath & Medical Herbalist, as well

( A}?EEM as & skilled Beauty, Massage & Spa Therapist and Aromatherapist at Careem Weliness Spa.
WELLNESS SPA

Payment oplions  cash, cheque, EFTPOS, Mastercard & VISA.

| 4
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Santa made an early call at the Okareka Hall on Friday 28" November and
couldn’t resist throwing some Christmas cheer to the children.

The Pre-school had their Christmas Nativity play at 6pm. It was great to see
children, parents, grandparents and other locals all totally enjoying the show.

The Salvation Army was set up in a marquee the beautiful garden setting next
door (compliments of Robin and Karen Trewin) and they played a good assort-
ment of Carols with song sheets provided to encourage everyone to join in.
Many families had brought picnic baskets and rugs and were spread out in the
evening sunshine to enjoy the band and surroundings.

The Trewin flying fox provided much enjoyment for the children with a very
neat line of waiting “fox fliers”, with no squabbles or tears.

The highlight was the Okareka Fire engine, lights flashing, siren and horn and
SANTA on the steps to the cab, carrying a big sack which was soon applied to
the Lolly Scramble.

Parents had wine, juice and Xmas cake (provided by LORRA) which was well
enjoyed, as there were no leftovers.

By 9pm, the car park was empty, the hall and garden surrounds cleaned with no
lolly papers or human invasion to be seen. Robin was on a high all evening, no
doubt helped by having scored a “Hole in One” at golf that day.

After all the excitement, we bet the children and all involved had a good sleep
that night. Lets hope next years will enjoy as good weather and memories.

CALL 07 348 5038
Hour Service
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Landcare Okareka volunteers have completed
another very busy year. Since the last report we have
undertaken the planting at the end of Acacia Road
up to the gates of the Okareka Lake House.

Water levels on the lake have receded enough for us
to be able to complete an extension to the walking
track so that in the future the public will be able to
access the new track and the peninsula without
getting wet and muddy feet (we hope!).

This work will be undertaken by Landcare Okareka
volunteers at some stage over the summer.

Planting was carried out with around 800 plants provided by Environment
Bay of Plenty to the area adjacent to Silver Beach. There was also some
additional planting to other places along the walkway. We would like to thank
Dennis Falconer once again for the loan of the barge to transport the plants; the
use of the barge makes this task so much easier.

Those of you using the Okareka walkway will have noticed the new
drainage work that has been undertaken on the hill section of the walkway. Our
thanks must go to Brian Law for this work. Without this work we believe the
hill section would have suffered considerable damage with the very heavy rain
we had over the winter.

The walkway itself still has damage from the high lake levels and heavy
rain over late winter / early spring. Rotorua District Council have been made
aware of the problems, and Landcare Okareka continues to remind them that
work is required. We hope that some remedial work will be carried out before
Christmas, but we are unsure when RDC will be undertaking this work.

Acacia Road bank has had all the planting it will have for this year.
Landcare Okareka volunteers will continue to monitor the bank for weed
regrowth, and prepare the rest of the bank for planting next autumn and winter.

The latest area for Landcare Okareka work has been the walkway between
Steep Street Reserve and Boyes Beach. Volunteers spent the last working bee of
the year working there, widening the track and removing the fallen tree and tree
roots. We are hoping to receive support from Rotorua District Council for
timber for track edging, some steps and a new seat. We are aware that this
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walkway is used by many people over summer going to Boyes Beach,
especially parents with children in buggies, so this will be kept in mind with
any construction of steps that is undertaken.

This has been a busy year for Landcare Okareka. 1 would like to quote
from the Landcare Okareka Annual Report prepared by Brian Law. This report
goes to EBOP, RDC and DoC.

“LO has held 12 monthly working bees, which totalled 282 volunteer hours. A
total of 2055 plants were put in this season.” In addition to the monthly
working bees, there are numerous mini working bees and hours spent by
volunteers undertaking weed control work along the walkway and around the
village, trimming plants along the walkway, rabbit pest control, releasing plants
and so on.

I would like to thank everyone of the Landcare Okareka volunteers, (some
of whom come out from Rotorua to help!) who have come and helped with the
many working bees we have held over the year. Without all of your help none
of these projects could have happened. We will be “at work™ over the summer.

Watch out for the noticeboards at each end of the village. We would love to see
you at a working bee!
Sandra Goodwin 362 8865 or sgoodwin@nettel.net.nz

TELFER| | MARINE

Call and see Grant and Shona

and the team at
TELFER MARINE
for all of your boating
requirements:

7+ Boat servicing and maintenance
%* Large range of chandlery
1* New and used boat sales
1} Dreamboats membership

236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand. Phone: (07) 345 9854
Fax: (07) 3459857  Email: telfermarine@xtra.co.nz

@YAMAHA Ew%lr = Buccaneer-  macwom soars

FYRAN DOATS
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CLEGHORN GILLESPIE JENSEN LTD
Registered Valuers & Property Consultants

Phone 347 6001 - Fax 347 1796
Quadrant House
PO Box 2081, Rotorua

Mobile Library Service
The Rotorua Public Library mobile bus visits Okareka
Every 2nd Wednesday 3.20pm - 4.00pm
Stopping outside the bus stop opposite 18 Loop Rd.

The mobile Library carries a good selection of fiction and non-
fiction books for all ages, including large print, magazines and
children’s jigsaws. Special requests can be made for talking
books, music CD's and cassettes, DVDs and videos and specific
subjects. The mobile librarian is happy to discuss ways to
improve their service.

REALTY i@ T

DUNCAN

-
" - '},
' a4

Susan has been a resident at
Lake Okareka for five years,
and works with Leanne Hodge.

Their aim is working with your
view in mind, fo achieve
a great result.

If you are thinking of selling,

phone Susan Taylor, or
Leanne Hodge today.

Local Knowledge, Lake Okareka - Can't Beat If!

The Newsletter
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Neighbourhood Support

WARNING!

Yes approaching Christmas and New
Year there are many people looking to
see what they can steal of yours to fulfil
their greedy needs.

There has already been a very expensive
BBQ taken from a Millar Road property.
The thieves must have been watching for
the residents to leave and then backed
their van in and loaded up. This theft probably couldn’t have been avoided
but it is a reminder that thieves are about.

Ensure you lock your valuable items away. Remove that temptation. Look
out for strange vehicles in your neighbours driveways or just parked with
people watching. Cars have been noted just cruising around. If you see any-
thing like this don’t hesitate to jot down the make, colour and rego.

If you are planning to be away for any length of time make sure you:
Stop your mail or have it collected.
Stop paper deliveries.
Have your lawn mowed.
Lock the house and toys away.

Tell your neighbours when you expect to return and leave them a contact.

If you can have a light come on somewhere in the house at night.

Please be alert to anything you see that is suspicious or out of the ordinary.
Often although there is no crime being committed at the time, they may be
planning something and if you can give the police any details they can often
relate to other crimes.

Be safe, be alert, lock up and hopefully your Christmas and New Year won’t
be spoiled.

Seasons greetings to all.

Lyall Beuth

Editors note - this article is included as a number of Okareka families use the
Tarawera playcentre.

Lake Tarawera Playcentre is situated at 10 Alexander Road. Playcentre is an
early childhood education service, run as a parent co-operative. We welcome
children from birth to age six. Playcentre philosophy is based on the idea of
child-initiated play and parents as first educators.

We have a beautiful location and children have a huge range of activities to
choose from including: painting, playdough, collage, blocks, the sandpit,
swings, water play, and a large number of indoor and outdoor toys.

Currently we have 17 families enrolled, with 25 children (and more on the
way). Our members come from Lake Okareka, Lake Tarawera and further
afield. We have two sessions each week (during term time), on Monday and
Thursdays between 9.30am and 12.00pm.

During the last year we had a visit from the Education Review Office (ERO)
and we were pleased to get a good report.

We have also been working on the outside of Playcentre, with the greatest
benefits coming from installing more clear curtains around the deck — this
greatly increases our play area on cold and rainy days.

We had great success with our cultural theme in term three — with the children
enjoying partaking of the costumes, songs and flavours of different cultures
including Maori, French, Dutch, English, Chinese and Welsh.

We welcome casual visits (including Holiday Makers), and are enthusiastic
about the arrival of new families. If you are new (or not so new) to the area,
and want to find out more about Lake Tarawera Playcentre, please drop in on
one of our sessions and share a cup of coffee with us.

If you would like more information please contact Annie (362 8552), Steff
(362 8304), or our centre (362 8055).
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Dig, Drill, Flatten or Fill

KANGA  goes it al
EARTHWORKS

Multi-Task Compact Loader

Bucket Digger
Back Hoe Digger
Trenching
Backfilling

Auger Hole Boring
Levelling

Rotary Tiller

@ & & & & & &

Peter Harding Building Services
Your local Kanga Operator
Phone: 362 8108 Mob: 0275 628 108

~YE LEWs¢
< =>>
“LUMBING cCOMPRY *

Registered Craftsman
Plumbers & Gasfitters

Ph: (07) 343 9060
57 Tallvho St, Rotorua

jon@lewisplumbing.co.nz
www.lewisplumbing.co.nz

q 3
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Kirsty Gerlach Audiologist MNZAS
1071 Hinemoa Street, Rotorua

« Personal caring advice.
« Latest technology.

« 20 years experience.

{(f8gerlach
H.E ARI N_G

call Kirsty today on 07 343 6669

Letter Boxes

If you have ever delivered flyers or anything else to letter
boxes in Okareka or Tarawera, you will have sincere
sympathy for our Postie.

A number of boxes are sited in extremely awkward places with
foliage growing in front and behind.

Many practically fall off their supporting posts and the variety
of types and sizes is amazing.

Some are so small a normal letter hardly fits.

Does your letter box fall into one of these categories? If so
give the Postie a treat and fix it.

Anonymous
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A Perspective on the Rotorua Lakes &
'Five Lakes Five Farms' Proposal

December 2008
John Roper LORRA

We seem to struggle with balancing the various land uses in the Lakes
catchments. Chief amongst them, from a nutrient enrichment of lakes
viewpoint, is dairying with the dairy farmers forming a very vociferous and
profitable group. So dairying seems important locally, but using broad criteria
how well does this seeming importance stand up to scrutiny?

My understanding is that there are only 26 dairy farms in the whole 12 Rotorua
Lakes catchments. This compares to 4000 in the Waikato River catchment
vervn.local farms are therefore well less than 1% by number in the whole
Waikato - BOP region (which also includes the rich dairying areas of the
eastern BOP around Edgecumbe but outside the Lakes catchment). We all
recognize the national importance of the dairy industry....... but does this
tiny part of the dairy industry recognize the importance of our Lakes?

Okay, it's their livelihood, and none of us want our livelihoods threatened, but
in this case it seems to me that a wider perspective is lacking. The relative
importance of the 12 volcanic Rotorua Lakes rates highly on a national, and
even world scale, for scenic, conservation and recreational purposes.

These 12 Lakes are unique, a Toanga (or treasure) of Maori and Pakeha alike,
and we have leamed to our detriment that they are far more easily damaged
than restored.

Ignorance of long-term groundwater pollution has undermined the restoration
of Lake Rotorua which, in my memory at least, was meant to be solved totally
by the city’s sewage reticulation and treatment scheme when it was proposed.

I am in no way criticizing the Rotorua sewage system, as I believe it to be
world class for a city of this size. But it now turns out that urban sewage
addressed only a small part of the man-made pollution of long standing in the
Rotorua catchment.
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Sadly we are now seeing the results of nutrient rich groundwater flowing into
the Lake Rotorua following land-use intensification by farming after World
War II and the wide adoption of aerial topdressing.

This is not only from dairying, but also drystock farming which is less
intensive and has a lower nutrient pollution potential.

In effect, we have mined the phosphate rich deposits of Nauru and Christmas
Island etc, turned them into fertilizer, and dumped them into our Lakes
catchments and ecosystem, albeit with the best of intentions for farm
productivity.

The phosphorus enrichment has in tum helped clovers fix atmospheric nitrogen
making it available as nitrates which sadly also have a side effect as a major
water pollutant. This in turn causes Lake deterioration and eutrophication.

It is now obvious that the problems of Lake Rotorua are of a most difficult and
long-term nature, having taken over 50 years to become obvious. Yes, farming
is making attempts, but modified fertilizer regimes and growing watercress on
the nutrient rich surface streams from farming activities sadly just isn't going to
do it in the short term for Lake Rotorua.

The 12 Lakes all have TLI targets (a measure of lake condition) in EBOP
plans, but none are being met in a totally satisfactory manner.

It is now obvious that it is far easier to pollute them than it is to restore them!
Lake Okaro, the most eutrophic and polluted entirely from farm nutrient
runoff, is the subject of a huge cleanup experiment by EBOP at ratepayers cost.

Leith Knowles, before his sad passing, proposed a Five Lakes Five Farms Park
concept. This was a forward looking attempt to halt further deterioration in
five threatened Lakes in the greater Tarawera catchment area, on the basis that
it is far cheaper to prioritise lakes that are currently in reasonable, but threat-
ened condition, and relatively easy to save with timely action now.

The five Lakes are Okareka, Tarawera, Rotokakahi (Green), Tikitapu (Blue),
and Okataina. His reasoning was that only five farms contribute rural land-use
related pollution to these lakes. Sometimes they are relatively hidden from
sight (Rotokakahi and Tarawera), but sometimes are obvious (Okareka).

Fortunately, they are not dairy farms, but are drystock operations, with lower
nutrient contributions and lower capital values than dairying. He was looking
for a reduction of landuse pollution to minimal levels by using land retirement

from grazing, in the form of conservation plantings using native and exotics
species to achieve this. Long term benefits would include enhanced
recreational activities taking place in clean environments with high quality
Lakes. Landscape values would of course have to be maintained.

In the case of Okareka, urban sewage reticulation is budgeted at around $10
million for around 300 properties.

Yet the farming activities in the catchment contribute a roughly similar amount
of pollution and arguably would cost only one tenth as much to buy out and
shut down on a least cost basis. (Say $100,000 annual farming net profit, being
a net return on $1 million invested at 10%. This is looking at the economic
return from farming operations on the land, and not the capital value of the
land itself which is higher from it's location and proximity to the Lake.)

I am not arguing that we should do one, and not the other, but address both
sources of pollution for the best possible longterm outcome for the Lake
Okareka's condition. We do not want to repeat the Lake Rotorua experience of
addressing urban pollution and failing on rural pollution, and end up with a
huge long-term problem as consequence.

The increasing pollution of the 12 Rotorua Lakes is urgent, and has been
addressed by a central government funding package to support EBOP, RDC,

and Iwi initiatives.

But remember that all EBOP and RDC funding eventually comes from us, the
local ratepayers.

So let's not let the chance to act slip by -

We need a far-sighted vision but short term action.
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THOMPSON MARINE
A Division of Thompson Lawnmowers & Chainsaws (1996) Ltd
Cnr Old Taupo & Sunset Roads, PO Box 1337, Rotorua
Phone (07) 348 4997 Fax (07) 349 2944
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Possums Possums Possums

Sales & Service of Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser Stern Drives,
Marine Accessories, Water Skis, Life Jackets & Ski Vests, Electronics

) THOMPSON'S LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS |

Outboards W
2 Stroke Petrol & Diesel {ﬁﬁgﬁr
4 Stroke

Outboards Sterndrives
Optimax = o

Specfal.fsed Maintenance & Service |
on all Marine Engines

[ -— bl LA |

Supercharged

also incorporating
THOMPSON UPHOLSTERY
Repairs * Fumiture Recovering * Boat Canopies * Squabs
* Hull Linings * Forestry Clothing, Chaps, Pouches etc.
Phone Jason on 348 4441

THOMPSON LAWNMOWERS & CHAINSAWS (1996) LTD
Phone (07) 348 4441 Fax (07) 349 2944
Sales & Service of all brands of Forest & Garden Equipment.
Rotorua Agents for Husgvarna Chainsaws, Trimmers, Ride-On Mowers. Walker
Ride-On Mowers. Lawnmaster, Masport and Honda Mowers. Oleomac chainsaws
and small engine products. Briggs & Stratton, Honda & Robin Engines.

WE SERVICE, SHARPEN AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

+ Chainsaws « Rotary Hoes

+ Lawnpmowers + Generators

+« Reel Mowers « Blower/\Vacs

« Ride-On Mowers « Water Blasters &
« Line Trimmers Pumps

+ Scrub Cutters « Splitters

Forestry Pruning Equipment
HiHusqvarna

LORRA have a number of Pos-
|sum Traps for loan to residents,
|supplied by EBOP.

We all know there is a very suc-
cessful possum eradication pro-
gramme in place outside the mar-
gins of Lake Okareka village but
{little account has been taken of
the possum population inside the
village.

Many may be surprised to learn
that there are considerable num-

|bers of this pesky pest living in the village. Obviously this population is ‘
| free to migrate out and repopulate the areas where the eradication pro-
|Eramme has been running.

[Now we have an answer and with the support of EBOP we are now able to
i loan the very popular and highly efficient Timms Possum Trap.

These traps are available on loan for up to 3 weeks at a time so LORRA
encouraces residents who wish to join in the battle against possums to get |
a trap. |
We have a register and also wish maintain records of the possums |
“apprehended”, so ask that trap users help with this. |

|If we can make an impact on the possum population everyone will benefit.

| Traps are available from Don Gollan ph 3628-617.
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LAKE OKAREKA HALL
HIRE

PLEASE REMEMBER
Our Community Hall is available for hire by
Local residents or “not local”
If anyone wants to start classes
eg dance, yoga, indoor bowls, art etc OR
Wedding receptions, meetings, functions, parties

CONTACT us for
Prices and availability for evenings or weekends

7 days notice is appreciated and a bond is re-
quired,
which will be refunded providing the hall
Is left as clean and tidy as you found it.

PS Gents, if you are tall, remember to smile
When you go to the loo I!
Check it out.

For bookings and information on hire charges
Contact
Megan Douglas 3628 682

Carol Christian-Price 3628 702
Lou Norling 3628 886

BLUE LAKE 13 December 2008, Half Ironman.

Cyclists from Blue Lake to Te Ngae Road then out to Rotoiti and return.

OQOKAREKA 31 Dec — 2 Jan 2009 : Seventh Day Adventist Water Activities

OKAREKA 1 Jan 2009 : ANNUAL YACHT RACE Boyes Beach

BLUE LAKE / TARAWERA 10 January 2009, Wild Moa.
Cyclists between ‘The Landing’, Tarawera Rd to Blue / Green Lake Lookout.

BLUE LAKE 17-18 January 2009, Blue Lake Rowing Regatta
Road speed restriction near Blue Lake Motor Camp

OKAREKA — BLUE LAKE 24-25 January 2009, RATS Multisport.
Cyclists using Tarawera / Okareka Loop Rd circuit.

BLUE LAKE 7-8 February 2009, Wake Boarding Competition
BLUE LAKE 14 February 2009, KidsDuathlon, Ultra Marathon

BLUE LAKE 15 February 2009, More FM Women's Tri.
Cyeclists out to Buried Village and back.

OKAREKA 21 March 2009, Tarawera Ultramarathon.
Runners crossing Tarawera Rd by Blue Lake, then on to Okareka Loop Rd and
running through Okareka Village to Lake Okataina via Millar Rd.

BLUE LAKE 28-29 March 2009, Dragonboat Nationals.
details yet to be provided, but probably same as January Rowing event
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

School Holiday Care
available 5 January onwards for children 6+ years. Limited spaces available.
Phone Katrina Hyde 3628 581

Wanted

Double buggy, pref Mountain Buggy or similar. Always looking for good
quality used children's toys for local homebased educator.

Phone Katrina Hyde 3628 581

Mature Babysitter available.
Please phone
Shirley Morrison 3628500

Baby sitting / Child Minding

Renee Hannah 17 ' Years or Nicolle Hannah 16 ': Years
Reliable - Own transport

Phone 362 8422

Water skiing /| Wakeboard coaching

(from beginners to advanced - all ages)

By Renee or Nicolle Hannah

We are National/International Tournament Water Skiiers and
compete in three events TRICK SLALOM JUMP

Give us a call on 362 8422

Trees felled for free - Conditions apply
Phone : Chris 3628 679 or Peter 3628 108.

For Sale. Pram — Pushchair — Buggy. Swedish design — Emmaljunga.

Four wheels. Single seater to be used with or without attachment to carry a sec-
ond small child. Tray underneath and net on handlebar for lots of shopping.
Very light to push. Sale price $ 60.00.

Phone: Katrin 362 8037.

Found: Kayak, washed up into my boatshed, before Christmas 07. If yours
drifted away and you think it may be yours,
Phone: Katrin 362 8037
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

(Continued)

Bee Swarms or Wasps Nests. [ will call or destroy them if necessary.
Phone Bryan Walford on 3628 224

Pet Feeding Services. Have your pets cared for and fed in their own home en-
vironment or boarded with me in large secure pens. Reasonable rates, includes
mail box being emptied and indoor plants watered. SPCA approved. Refer-
ences available.

Phone Carol on 3628 702

Heather Horton (Artist) - Watercolours, Oils, Pastels and lead-lighting work
can be seen in the studio. Works are for sale, or can be ordered.
Phone 3628 165

Lakeside Property for rent on casual basis. Sleeps 6. Fully furnished, heat-
ing, w/machine/dryer, TV, CD/DVD player. Available for short and/or long
term rentals.

Phone Kim on 0272 968 429

LJ Hooker Marquee and LJ Hooker Bear Suit - Available FREE of charge
for community use. Marquee 6m x 8m. Booking essential.
Phone LJ Hooker on 3485 058
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